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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION,  1913. 

William  Luening  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

C.  L.  Lien  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

*A.  H.  Schubert  Resigned,  April,  1913 

*J.  B.  Murray  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

J  H.  K.  Holley  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

£  L.  F.  Easton  ..Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1914 

H.  J.  Hirshheimer   .Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1914 

n  John  Streeter  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1914 


^     *Mr.  Murray  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Schubert. 
>   

^  Officers. 

?2  WILLIAM  LUENING   President 

L.  P.  BENEZET  Superintendent  and  Clerk 

^G.  W.  YOUNG,  City  Treasurer. . .  .Treasurer  ex-Officio 

I  Standing  Committees. 

^Finance  ,  Holley,  Streeter,  Luening 

«Fuel   Streeter,  Easton,  Murray 

^  Grounds  and  Buildings  Easton,  Holley,  Streeter 

^  Schools  and  Teachers  Hirshheimer,  Luening,  Lien 

*^  Supplies  Murray,  Lien,  Holley 

Text-Books  Lien,  Murray,  Hirshheimer 

»  High  School.  Luening,  Hirshheimer,  Easton 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  school  system  of  La  Crosse  for 
the  year  beginning  July  1,  1912,  and  ending  June  30, 


1913: 

Receipts. 

July  1,  1912,  balance  in  School  Fund  $  59,463.10 

City  apportionment   108,233.95 

County  apportionment   25,966.07 

State  apportionment   26,304.45 

State  aid— Day  School  for  Deaf   911.80 

State  aid — Domestic  Science   350.00 

Tuitions   891.51 

Fines  and  sales   1,009.96 

High  School  lunch  room   1,787.21 

Sale  of  house  near  Jefferson  School   380.00 

Rent  from  Board  of  Industrial  Education. .  1,200.00 


Total  receipts  $226,498.05 

Expenditures. 

Teachers'  salaries   $108,587.36 

Other  salaries   17,938.42 

Apparatus    1,526.13 

Printing    586.15 

Furniture    456.73 

Fuel,  light  and  power   14,153.81 

Books    2,545.39 

Miscellaneous  supplies    7,293.71 

Repairs  and  maintenance   4,275.89 

Permanent  improvements    5,039.23 

Incidentals    1,201.27 


Total  expenditures   $163,604.09 

Balance  June  30,  1913   62,893.96 


$226,498.05 


ACTUAL  AMOUNTS  PAID  TO  TEACHERS  FOR 
YEAR  1912-1913. 


First  District. 

Albert  Hardy  $  1,564.00 

Anna  M.  Jenkins   656.22 

Ottilia  Neumeister   618.80 

Gertrude  Wiebrecht   549.31 

Mary  Damon    560.98 

Emma  A.  Hanson   588.00 

Georgia  Hill    525.00 

Maude  E.  Hodge   575.00 

Mary  Becker    612.50 

Cora  E.  Mumford   550.00 


$  6,799.81 

Second  District. 

W.  C.  Greenwalt  $  1,336.50 

Margaret  Lewis    686.00 

Anna  L.  Collins   686.00 

Gertrude  Heydon    661.50 

Mrs.  J.  Leissring   661.50 

Charlotte  Kohn    618.80 

Alice  M.  Byrne   618.41 

Grace  Ogden    573.01 

Ruth  Klosheim    495.00 

Grace  Guertin    348.90 

Elizabeth  Witherbie    575.00 

Bertha  E.  Cleveland   706.09 


6  LIST  OF  TEACHERS 

Amy  G.  Clark   569.30 

Ruth  Parks   550.00 

Georgina  Young    487.00 

Florence  I.  Whelan   541.06 


$10,114.07 

Third  District. 

N.  S.  Donaldson  $  1,509.01 

Mrs.  C.  A.  MacCarthy   343.07 

Geneve  Caldwell    686.00 

Orrie  M.  Bigham   686.00 

Bertha  C.  Shuman   684.50 

Katherine  Gallagher    652.00 

M.  Fay  Shuman   360.00 

Lois  Wilder    588.00 

Beatrice  Leissring   589.00 

Joanna  Mutschman   600.00 

Olga  Walloe    567.38 

Bertha  E.  Lawrence   611.72 

Agnes  K.  Baker   650.00 

Korrine  Bulman    713.09 

Bertha  Hoefke   686.00 

Josephine  M.  Kohn   612.50 

Nettie  S.  Hall   588.00 

Susan  P.  Campbell   585.38 

Elsie  D.  Kluver   580.88 

M.  Elizabeth  Burns   559.75 

Norma  A.  Reichelt   599.25 

Emily  Hull   568.58 


$14,020.11 

Fifth  District. 

Harry  Spence   $  1,500.63 

Rose  Higgins    668.51 

Julia  Higgins   672.00 
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Lalla  Robinson   569.30 

Lillie  Kosanda   639.30 

Mary  H.  Griswold   532.50 

Clara  Anderson   586.50 

Lillian  M.  Waters   495.00 

Mary  Devine    612.50 

Jessica  Lichtenberger    569.30 


$  6,845.54 

Sixth  District. 

Frank  H.  Fowler  $  1,570.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Fowler   684.25 

Hannah  McConnville    686.00 

Vera  L.  Allen   600.00 

Ida  L.  Gerlach   599.25 

Mrs.  A.  K.  Sagen   588.00 

Shirley  D.  Almy   596.63 

Alma  H.  Hosly   608.99 

Agnes  Sparling    572.12 

Frances  G.  Lockhart   575.00 

Ethel  Tower    517.50 

Laura  E.  Reilly   575.00 

Nellie  E.  Jacobs   586.00 

Ella  Gregory    612.50 

Lois  E.  Babb   650.00 

Bertha  Higgins    700.00 

Stella  I.  Trane   493.75 

Emma  L.  Rohrer   612.50 

Ida  Erickson    588.00 

Mary  E.  McSorley   600.00 

Mary  D.  Torrance   612.50 

Marguerite  Fey    519.14 


$14,147.13 


8 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS 


Seventh  District. 


H.  G.  Hay  den  $  1,570.00 

Natalia  Johnson   668.30 

Nealie  A.  Nelson   686.00 

Christie  E.  Nelson   641.06 

Helen  Jacobsen    216.77 

Belle  McKernan    396.60 

F.  E.  Prescott   632.25 

Mary  S.  Marson   598.75 

Eda  J.  Kluver   593.25 

Edna  E.  Byrne   543.25 

Mabel  Sjolander    573.20 

Gwendolyn  Fenton   775.00 

Laura  Warren    184.38 

Elizabeth  Gillespie    705.28 

Jennie  Cabanis    550.00 

Beulah  Hickok   598.75 

Ella  R.  Woerpel   498.75 

Edna  I.  Campbell   543.12 

Agnes  M.  Lindas   567.86 

Ruth  Bristol   502.42 

Josephine  Crow   668.30 

Bertha  Borreson    598.50 

Pearl  Salter    573.62 

Rose  Dickens    187.50 


$14,072.91 

High  School. 

B.  E.  MeCormick  $  1,962.50 

Lena  Heideman    1,303.60 

Robert  Butler    1,323.00 

Horton  Kline    1,225.00 

John  F.  Stuckert   1,198.52 

Fern  Hackett   1,083.50 

Ervin  A.  Peart   1,100.00 
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Helen  Dorset    1,039.50 

Anna  F.  Hallock   1,078.00 

Layton  Gouldin   1,075.00 

Phillip  Elliott    975.00 

J.  R.  Libby   975.00 

Charles  C.  Curtis   940.50 

Otto  E.  Seiler   985.75 

Homer  W.  Leach   1,100.00 

Marie  Hektoen   999.38 

Anna  M.  Mashek   990.00 

Cora  Desmond   931.00 

May  V.  Dunn   925.00 

Hattie  R.  Anderson   797.22 

Grace  M.  Collins   823.45 

Elizabeth  Irish    856.41 

Alma  J.  Wylie   835.67 

Catherine  Hayes    789.50 

Coua  B.  Swift   792.00 

Mrs.  M.  Cavanaugh   710.50 

Ada  D.  Wilke   780.00 

Florence  Moore   800.00 

Norah  Guertin   684.25 

MoUie  Mclnerny    741.56 

Leila  Johnson   375.00 


$30,195.81 

Special  Teachers. 

Martha  Rollins   $  1,044.77 

Sarah  Macnair   1,076.62 

Anna  Grams    685.13 

Ralph  J.  Finnegan   950.00 

Ada  R.  Smith   378.48 

Harriet  A.  Angell   349.13 

A.  L.  Fratt   891.00 

Katherine  Patrick   346.50 


10  LIST  OF  TEACHERS 

Margaret  Barnett    295.75 

Cora  Kempter    358.90 

Frank  L.  Rand   1,025.72 

Julia  L.  Dean   840.44 

Howard  R.  Fuller   445.50 


$  8,687.94 

Substitute  Teachers. 

Mrs.  Worthington  $  28.75 

Vernie  McCann   323.75 

Florence  Oadams   45.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Harrison   478.76 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Lowry   162.28 

Josephine  Mahoney   52.50 

Clara  Sherwood   3.00 

Josephine  Hintgen    1.50 

G.  W.  Frey   14.00 

C.  F.  McKown   15.00 

Helen  Scofield    3.00 

Delia  Happel    5.00 

Veronica  Murphy    5.00 

Leila  Gilbert   1.25 

Cora  E.  Kempter...   25.25 

Helen  Jacobsen    3.75 

Mrs.  Cavanaugh    3.00 

Frances  Walker   1.25 

Vivian  Fuller   3.00 

Hazel  Josten   195.00 

Marjorie  Hammond    56.75 

Phoebe  McKernan   70.00 

Barbara  J.  Paul   162.00 

Paul  L.  Gleiter   3.00 

Genevieve  Cox   3.00 

Helen  Weber    10.00 

Miss  Larson   1.25 
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Mirah  Congdon    22.50 

Harriet  Angell    3.50 

Florence  Moore    8.00 

Verna  Otten   5.50 

R.  H.  Butler   3.00 

Frances  Egbert    4.50 

Carmel  Young    8.00 

Katherine  Martindale   136.25 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Asplin   106.25 

Stella  Sheely    9.00 

Grace  Hildreth    3.00 


$  1,985.54 
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Other  Salaries. 

L.  P.  Benezet  $  3,000.00 

Theodore  Arenz    956.25 

J.  G.  Beranek   287.10 

Anna  L.  Ray   230.00 

Ruth  Dittman    38.52 

Matilda  Linse    80.00 

Genevieve  Cox   57.19 

J.  S.  League   999.96 

W.  S.  Jameson   200.00 

Sol  Burdick    300.00 

Frank  Walters    698.00 

Christ  Johnson    840.00 

William  Posz    629.18 

William  Baum    714.00 

Andrew  Basch    591.88 

Eles  Mekvold    779.50 

Henry  Otten    778.10 

Bernt  Dockendorf    600.00 

Charles  N.  Grosskopf   627.50 

Ed  L.  Kenyon   180.00 

Julius  Zander    690.00 

Agnes  Knight    125.00 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   50.00 

Louis  Weisse    819.86 

Andrew  Olson    645.00 

George  Oelschig   630.00 

Emma  Fietz   408.43 

Emily  Hamburger    400.00 

Alice  Matiak    180.00 

Fred  Bolterman    719.10 

Joseph  Stahl    26.00 

Emil  Krumholz    259.35 

Mrs.  J.  Hanifl    61.56 

August  League    54.49 
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Mary  Formanek   7.50 

Bertha  Jaekel   7.50 

Pauline  Pavella   32.50 

William  Krause   2.45 

Mrs.  Cavanaugh    90.00 

W.  S.  Weimar   120.00 


$17,938.42 


DETAILED  EXPENDITURES  OTHER  THAN 
SALARIES. 


Monthly  BiUs,  July  1,  1912,  to  July  1,  1913. 


Bills  Audited  by  Committee  on  Finance. 


July  1,  1912. 

Keystone  View  Co  $  6.00 

Badger  Stereopticon  Co   72.50 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   189.14 

Stoen  &  Eberhart  Coal  Co   689.10 

Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   437.91 

Chas.  L.  Weis   6.40 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   2.85 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   4.75 

Lyon  &  Healy   3.16 

Carl  B.  Noelke   3.00 

Schwaab  Stamp  &  Seal  Co   2.16 

Josten  Hardware  Co   12.65 

K.  S.  Knutson   4.41 

Ori  J.  Sorensen   97.28 

A.  A.  Randall   1.75 

F.  R.  Hickisch   42.16 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery    12.80 

Temte  &  Syverson   13.02 

W.  L.  Dittman   .95 

Sanitary  Market  and  Sausage  Factory   4.30 

Mrs.  Emma  Proebe   1.97 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   6.41 

A.  J.  Beutler   84.14 
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J.  B.  Knutson   17.00 

Ice  Cream  and  Butter  Co   16.20 

Christ  Seller    25.72 

Alice  Matiak    10.20 

Arctic  Ice  and  Fuel  Co   8.00 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   10.25 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   1.93 

Art  Glass  Co   6.91 

Jas.  H.  Smith  ,   1.75 

Benton  Electric  Co   4.82 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   53.73 

Dust  Proof  Floor  Dressing  Co   50.96 

Geo.  N.  Bedessem   1.86 

Badger  Brush  Co   6.86 

Sherwin-Williams  Co   55.12 

La  Crosse  Stone  Co   1.00 

The  Good  Products  Co   15.23 

Norman  C.  Hayner  Co   5.64 

Standard  Oil  Co   2.12 

Lyman  Viner    1.38 

Christ  Grosskopf   ll83 

J.  S.  League   15.30 

L.  Gannon    1.00 

Henry  A.  Trepte   67.70 

J.  E.  Wallace   15.40 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   1.80 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 

L.  P.  Benezet  (Contingent  Fund)   25.00 

George  W.  Young  (Pension  Deductions)   550.19 

L.  L.  Brown  (School  Census)   200.00 

Anne  L.  Ray  (School  Census)   32.50 

0.  Joles    19.20 

Frances  H.  Walker   2.00 


Total  $2,967.41 
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Sept.  9,  1912. 

E.  H.  Sargent  &  Co  $  68.80 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros.  Typewriter  Co   80.00 

Fred  Leithold  Piano  Co   20.00 

Northern  Machinery  Co   112.00 

Thomas  Charles  Co   115.64 

G.  A.  Keller   190.00 

American  Seating  Co   16.00 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   1,898.41 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   717.12 

La  Crosse  Coal  Co   960.83 

Commercial  Testing  &  Engineering  Co   50.00 

American  Book  Co   113.06 

Ginn  &  Co   89.04 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co   28.80 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   89.84 

Allyn  &  Bacon   39.90 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   7.81 

D.  Appleton  &  Co   10.70 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co   11.52 

Gregg  Pub.  Co   60.76 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co   5.48 

Whitcomb  &  Barrows   .98 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   130.85 

J.  A.  Lyons  &  Co   132.30 

Ellis  Publishing  Co   34.51 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  &  Grover   7.20 

Devoe  &  Raynolds  Co   37.72 

Beckley-Cardy  Mfg.  Co   21.17 

Chas.  L.  Weis   49.22 

Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   14.78 

E.  Pt.  Barron  Co   19.21 

C.  &  F.  Schubert   19.32 

Listman  Mill  Co   5.77 

Jas.  J.  Hogan   6.50 
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The  Cudahy  Packing  Co   11.25 

Vollmar  &  Jost   3.10 

E.  H.  Hoefle   2.62 

J.  I.  Holcomb  Mfg.  Co   24.00 

The  Sherwin-Williams  Co   4.56 

Eclipse  Paint  &  Mfg.  Co   5.00 

Standard  Oil  Co   9.24 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   1,047.23 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   77.01 

Gateway  Lbr.  Co   8.68 

North  La  Crosse  Lbr.  Co   14.88 

The  Art  Glass  Co   6.48 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   72.05 

Alfred  James   42.03 

B.  Ott  &  Sons  Co   4.65 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   32.17 

F.  Voight  Estate   .90 

H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co   2.25 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   202.07 

Adam  Kroner    190.59 

Fred  Dittman  Hardware  Co   5.22 

C.  J.  Swenson   23.93 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   23.75 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   14.96 

Ratz  &  Marquardt   111.50 

Benton  Electric  Co   201.70 

The  Pacific  Electric  Co   5.50 

J.  J.  Fiebig   80.50 

L.  M.  Goddard  &  Co   168.04 

La  Crosse  Stone  Sidew^alk  Co   45.00 

Adolph  Siebrecht    73.90 

Mike  Nowak    33.10 

H.  C.  Thomas  &  Bro   95.60 

Frank  R.  Schwalbe   136.45 

Peter  Nelson    132.15 
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William  Poss   3.40 

Christ  Johnson    7.40 

Andrew  Bascli   7.40 

Eles  Mekvold    2.15 

Henry  Otten    82.05 

Bernt  Dockendorft    2.85 

V.  S.  Weimar   17.06 

George  Oelschig    1.15 

Andrew  Olson    .80 

Louis  Weisse    1.20 

Emma  Fietz    8.21 

Pauline  Pavella    60.45 

Mrs.  Tony  Pavella   55.83 

Mrs.  Mary  Cibulka   55.55 

Hary  Formanek    54.98 

Bertha  Jaekel    40.68 

Agnes  Jirsa    35.88 

Pauline  Miller   26.14 

Mrs.  Annie  Smola   17.53 

Mrs.  Greeney    9.78 

Mrs.  Mary  Czechowicz   8.05 

Floyd  Johnson  . .    1.25 

Lyman  Viner   7.63 

Philip  McMahan    73.35 

Mike  Desmond   14.65 

Lafe  Allendorff    5.00 

William  Layman   2.00 

Walter  Endres    6.00 

irthur  Elliott    4.38 

Harold  Taylor    2.28 

Katherine  Rendler    6.00 

L.  L.  Brown   12.58 

Reuben  Lange    12.50 

Kosella  Lange    12.50 

M.  F.  Hayes   30.60 
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Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   6.36 

North  American  Telegraph  Co   .70 

"Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   4.75 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   55.00 


Total   $  8,833.37 

Oct.  7,  1912. 

Central  Scientific  Co  $  55.97 

Eoyal  Typewriter  Co   80.00 

Fredrick  Post  Co   2.34 

Eugene  Di^tzgen  Co   51.45 

G.  A.  Keller   95.75 

American  Seating  Co   3.30 

Tillman  Bros   5.40 

Lewis  Knuclson    27.50 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   297.75 

La  Crosse  Coal  Co   666.22 

Commercial  Testing  &  Engr.  Co   10.00 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   238.83 

American  Book  Co   134.36 

Ginn  &  Co   16.17 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   3.90 

The  MacMillan  Co   37.34 

Allyn  &  Bacon   4.80 

A.  C.  McClurg   2.69 

Arkinson,  Metzner  &  Co   21.60 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   7.75 

Baker  Paper  Co   70.40 

Devoe  &  Raynolds   13.32 

Thomas  Charles  Co   75.00 

Lyons  &  Carnahan   5.94 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz   21.55 

Chas.  L.  Weis   55.18 

Theo.  B.  Robertson  Soap  Co   21.87 
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N.  Haerter    5.08 

Cudahy  Packing  Co   22.50 

Standard  Oil  Co   .98 

Aug.  Miller  &  Son   10.20 

Maendler  Bros   107.47 

La  Crosse  Sweeping  Compound  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   39.90 

F.  W.  Woolworth  &  Co   11.88 

B.  L.  Johnson  ,   .80 

Fay  Lewis  &  Bros   .90 

Ori  J.  Sorensen   29.10 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus    27.30 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   78.94 

Adam  Kroner    5.55 

F.  Dittman  Hardware  Co   4.20 

E.  R.  Barron  Co   55.43 

Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   4.36 

Scott-Rose  Co   3.82 

The  Inland  Printing  Co   3.00 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   29.87 

K.  Temte    18.84 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   41.86 

Mrs.  Emma  Priebe    8.84 

A.  J.  Beutler    113.13 

J.  B.  Knutson   18.05 

The  Ice  Cream  &  Butter  Co   1.50 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  &  Supply  Co   5.81 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   8.58 

Benton  Electric  Co   11.60 

Alfred  James   18.90 

Jas.  H.  Smith   3.00 

Wm.  Rehfuss    2.50 

C.  L.  Lien    3.95 

Electric  Supply  &  Const.  Co   7.40 

The  Sherwin-Williams  Co   4.56 
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A.  J.  Ness    36.50 

George  Oelschig    1.00 

Andrew  Olson    1.00 

William  Layman    2.00 

C.  A.  Button   11.50 

L.  Gannon    2.00 

H.  C.  Thomas  &  Bros   617.25 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   6.45 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   8.96 

L.  P.  Benezet   7.71 

M.  F.  Hays    7.90 

Andrew  Basch    25.00 

W.  B.  Tscharner   42.72 


Total   $3,537.17 

November  11,  1912. 

Central  Scientific  Co  $  9.81 

E.  H.  Sargent  &  Co   4.42 

Mariner's  Pharmacy    3.80 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   17.70 

G.  A.  Keller   43.50 

La  Crosse  Press  Co   1.14 

La  Crosse  Tribune  Co   1.50 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   258.58 

Commercial  Testing  &  Engineering  Co   5.00 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   279.88 

American  Book  Co   9.82 

Houghton-Mifflin  Co   7.57 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   43.54 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co   93.52 

Newton  Co   2.36 

Arthur  W.  Tams  Music  Library   11.65 

Prang  Co   7.00 
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The  Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   22.55 

The  Thomas  Charles  Co   13.52 

The  Goodyear  Rubber  Co   12.79 

Arkinson,  Mentzer  &  Co   2.44 

The  Northwestern  School  Supply  Co   3.00 

Otto  W.  Wolf   20.00 

Chas.  L.  Weis    48.35 

The  Remington  Typewriter  Co...   1.95 

B.  L.  Johnson    .80 

Fred  Leithold    .50 

The  Boston  Grocery  House   .45 

Ori  J.  Sorensen   42.00 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   56.35 

August  Miller  &  Son   2.25 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery    34.85 

F.  R.  Hickish  &  Son   34.58 

K.  Temte    19.21 

Hammes  Bros   9.45 

Central  Market    1.75 

La  Crosse  Steam  Laundry  Co   .71 

Mrs.  E.  Priebe   11.27 

Mrs.  Emily  Lee    8.64 

A.  J.  Beutler   83.90 

J.  B.  Knutson    21.77 

Christ  Seller   41.05 

John  Bendel    8.75 

H.  L.  Woods   4.00 

Arctic  Ice  &  Fuel  Co   2.50 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   15.00 

The  William  Doerflinger  Co   138.71 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   4.11 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   10.86 

Art  Glass  Co   15.74 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   1.57 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   13.91 
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Vernon  V.  Viner   33.65 

Dillon  Bros   9.00 

J.  Torrance  &  Son   45.80 

Alfred  James   16.55 

The  Powers  Regulating  Co   3.00 

Johnson  Service  Co   3.00 

Bishop-Babcock-Becker  Co   1.48 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   2.27 

Benton  Electric  Co   31.72 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   41.73 

Adam  Kroner  Hardware  Co   4.89 

Pfafflin  &  Manke  Hardware  Co   26.30 

Mike  Desmond   6.00 

Julius  Zander   2.80 

Frank  Walters   1.00 

Christ  Johnson    1.00 

William  Boss    1.00 

William  Baum   1.00 

Andrew  Basch    1.00 

Eles  Mekvold   1.00 

Henry  Otten    1.00 

Chas.  N.  Grosskopf    1.00 

Fred  Bolderman    1.00 

Julius  Zander    1.00 

Andrew  Olson    1.00 

William  Rhein   22.18 

W.  E.  Walker    120.00 

Edward  E.  Dow    18.00 

Reuben  Lange    25.00 

Rosella  Lange   25.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.80 

M.  F.  Hayes    6.15 


Total    $1,995.40 
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December  2,  1912. 

La  Grosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co  $  275.10 

J.  Temte    14.10 

Mrs.  Emma  Priebe    9.76 

J.  J.  Fiebig    20.00 

Philip  McMahon    44.37 

Rosella  Lange    12.50 

Eeuben  Lange    12.50 

Anna  F.  Hallock   18.00 


Total   $  406.33 

January  6,  1913. 

La  Crosse  Press  Co  $  2.53 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   63.86 

La  Crosse  Coal  Co   13.00 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   314.40 

Houghton,  MiMin  Co   2.89 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   1.60 

The  MacMillan  Co   11.26 

Newson  &  Co   162.76 

The  Gregg  Publishing  Co   32.01 

The  Bobbs-Merrill  Co   1.68 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co   8.38 

J.  I.  Holcomb   27.00 

Milwaukee  Dustless  Brush  Co   18.48 

Martin  Bros.  Co   22.00 

Standard  Oil  Co   6.52 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   41.15 

La  Crosse  Sweeping  Compound  Co   3.00 

K.  S.  Knutson   .50 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   99.61 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz   9.00 

Chas.  L.  Weis   30.30 
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The  Inland  Printing  Co   1.50 

Thomas  Charles  Co   63^3 

The  Holden  Patent  Book  Cover  Co   12.00 

The  Perry  Pictures  Co   1.88 

Roneo  Co   8.50 

Otto  W.  Wolff    9.75 

S.  Gantert  Furniture  &  Rug  House   1.50 

Lyon  &  Healy    5.34 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   154.37 

Ori  J.  Sorensen   13.35 

Huther  Bros.  Saw  Mfg.  Co   10.00 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   31.70 

A.  &  C.  Johnson  Co   5.72 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   43.93 

Hammes  Bros   16.96 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   31.16 

The  Sanitary  Market  &  Sausage  Factory ....  5.35 

Mrs.  Emma  Priebe    7.86 

Mrs.  Lee    8.01 

Modern  Steam  Laundry   18.03 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co   1.20 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   6.63 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   28.45 

The  Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   8.23 

A.  J.  Beutler   72.30 

J.  B.  Nnutson    29.47 

Christ  Seiler    31.66 

Mrs.  J.  Matiak   5.20 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   18.65 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   2.92 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   23.38 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.31 

Baker-Niebuhr  Co   17.32 

Thill-Manning- Whalen  Co   41.40 

Ratz  &  Marquardt    384.77 
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Vernon  V.  Viner   8.25 

Jas.  H.  Smith    7.30 

Alfred  James   5.42 

J.  Torrance  &  Son   47.44 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   65.04 

C.  H.  Bartz   3.15 

F.  Voight  Estate   2.50 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   79.20 

Josten  Hardware  Co   2.60 

Adam  Kroner  Hardware  Co   4.95 

Fred  Dittman  Hardware  Co   12.35 

C.  J.  Swenson    12.59 

Benton  Electric  Co   196.65 

A.  0.  Colby    2.60 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   3.45 

A.  J.  Ness   5.00 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   35.04 

The  H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co   1.00 

L.  M.  Goddard  &  Co   8.32 

Frank  R.  Schwalbe   10.10 

T.  J.  Barney    69.08 

Geo.  Dagendesh    210.00 

Lafe  Allendorf   74.00 

Wm.  Layman   33.00 

Mike  Desmond    .75 

Mrs.  Mary  Formanek   2.88 

Mrs.  Mary  Miltulski   2.88 

Mrs.  Mary  Cibulka   2.88 

J.  S.  League    12.59 

Rossella  Lange   12.50 

Reuben  Lange    12.50 

Edward  E.  Dow    2.00 

W.  E.  Walker    30.00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   2.00 

M.  F.  Hayes   8.10 
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La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   58.00 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   6.80 


Total   $  3,049.87 

January  24,  1913. 

Lillian  H.  Van  Auken  $  1,850.00 

February  3,  1913. 

The  Taylor-Holden  Co  $  8.00 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   5.00 

Orr  &  Lockett  Hardware  Co   4.87 

Roneo  Company    2.57 

John  George   1.05 

La  Crosse  Tribune  Co   4.00 

G.  A.  Keller   94.25 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   18.75 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   324.05 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   16.53 

American  Seating  Co   3.90 

Superior  Seating  Co   1.44 

A.  J.  Abbott  &  Co   10.21 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   31.84 

Chas.  L.  Weis   41.60 

Ori  J.  Sorensen   16.27 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   89.06 

A.  &  C.  Johnson  Co   9.19 

Lavaque's  Grocery    18.36 

E.  R.  Barron  Co   29.85 

Scott-Rose  Co   19.53 

Mrs.  Emily  Lee   3.68 

Mrs.  Emma  Priebe    6.84 

Alice  Matiak    5.75 

A.  J.  Beutler   140.86 

Christ  Seller    21.84 
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The  Powers  Regulator  Co   3.14 

Alfred  James  51.81 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   100.00 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   13.25 

The  Art  Glass  Co   3.05 

Benton  Electric  Co   11.21 

Adam  Kroner    3.10 

Pfafflin  &  Manke    2.35 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   4.15 

Harry  Viner    1.20 

Christ  Grosskopf   3.70 

Bert  Wiebrecht   2.10 

William  Krause   1.58 

Mrs.  Pauline  Pavella    1.73 

C.  A.  Button   5.00 

Mike  Desmond   .75 

Philip  McMahan    33.86 

William  Essman    5.00 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co   2.00 

Reuben  Lange    12.50 

W.  E.  Walker    15.75 

M.  F.  Hayes   6.85 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   1.40 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

L.  P.  Benezet   25.00 


Total   $  1,270.77 

March  5,  1913. 

A.  J.  Nystrom  &  Co  $  18.00 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros   150.00 

White  Sewing  Machine  Co   48.00 

G.  A.  Keller   39.00 

American  Seating  Co   312.42 
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Christ  Grosskopf   10.04 

Bert  Wiebrecht    1.93 

August  League    7.80 

La  Crosse  Coal  Co   278.00 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   1,603.00 

Cargill  Coal  Co   510.04 

E.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   20.91 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Elect.  Co   311.10 

Commercial  Testing  &  Engineering  Co   10.00 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   66.50 

American  Book  Co   146.94 

Ginn  &  Co   243.17 

H.  C.  Heath  &  Co   46.88 

Houghton-Mifflin  Co   37.67 

The  Gregg  Publishing  Co   38.84 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co   107.25 

The  MacMillan  Co   115.40 

Row  Peterson  &  Co   239.60 

Little,  Brown  &  Co   84.22 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co   30.75 

Allyn  &  Bacon   98.62 

Arkinson,  Mentzer  &  Co   48.40 

Rand  McNally  &  Co   20.00 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   9.60 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   2.94 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co   2.30 

C.  M.  Barnes-Wilcox  Co   4.60 

William  Wood  &  Co   3.00 

J.  M.  Rice    1.25 

Wright  Directory  Co   5.00 

Thomas  Charles  Co   107.38 

The  Inland  Printing  Co   11.55 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co  ».   12.00 

Royal  Typewriter  Co   12.00 

Chas.  A.  Foyer  &  Co   4.00 


30  REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

B.  L.  Johnson   .70 

George  Herken    .50 

Hoeschler  Bros   .45 

W.  B.  Tscharner   42.72 

Chas.  L.  Weis   26.95 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   72.78 

C.  L.  ColmanLbr.  Co   30.64 

Hebberd  &  Co   1.20 

O.  J.  Sorensen   3.60 

F.  R.  Hickish  &  Son   63.87 

L.  E.  Lavaque    24.15 

Hammes  Bros   13.75 

K.  S.  Knutsen   11.21 

Fred  Dittman  Hardware  Co   1.60 

Mariner's  Pharmacy    6.77 

H.  M.  Sieger    .95 

Frank  Parizek    .47 

Mrs.  Emma  Priebe    2.50 

Mrs.  Emily  Lee   6.16 

E.  R.  Barron  Co   21.98 

The  Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   16.07 

Scott-Rose  Co   .70 

A.  J.  Beutler    136.61 

J.  B.  Knutson    46.53 

Christ  Seiler   28.18 

Theresa  Tausche    7.65 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   3.00 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co.    46.50 

The  Powers  Regulator  Co   19.04 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   6.98 

Ratz  &  Marquardt    8.97 

Dillon  Bros   2.45 

J.  H.  Smith   t   2.00 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   45.00 

Baker-Niebuhr  Co   3.94 
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Vernon  V.  Viner    22.40 

Adam  Kroner    4.75 

C.  J.  Swenson    3.24 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   88.23 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   2.45 

A.  &  0.  Sletten   .55 

Benton  Electric  Co.    12.00 

A.  &  C.  Johnson  Co   5.47 

John  Harget   25.20 

Andrew  Olson    2.00 

Wm.  Krause    8.75 

Mike  Desmond  ,   1.50 

August  League    14.60 

Philip  McMahon    47.67 

M.  F.  Hayes   55.75 

Reuben  Lange    12.50 

L.  P.  Benezet   79.05 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

F.  W.  Woolworth  &  Co   9.22 

Emma  Priebe   7.65 

Louis  Weisse   18.75 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   80.00 


Total   $  6,059.40 

April  7,  1913. 

W.  B.  Tscharner  $  52.50 

Ruth  Dittman    9.21 

La  Crosse  Coal  Co   456.92 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   426.49 

Cargill  Coal  Co   232.05 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   272.89 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   302.31 

Henry  J.  Koethe    391.40 
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Commercial  Testing  &  Engineering  Co   30.00 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   2.25 

Lewis  Knudson    5.00 

Edward  E.  Dow    8.50 

Dr.  Robert  N.  Willson   2.00 

Geo.  A.  Seller  &  Co   30.00 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co   1.00 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn  &  Co   69.07 

Ginn  &  Co   3.20 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co   .69 

Newson  &  Co   12.80 

The  Wisconsin  Journal  of  Education  Books. .  4.00 

Thomas  Charles  Co   8.95 

Baker  Paper  Co   10.86 

F.  W.  Woolworth  &  Co   1.30 

Chas.  L.  Weis   31.05 

Barnes- Wilcox  Co   3.74 

E.  G.  Staats  &  Co   .90 

Roneo  Co   .97 

J.  J.  Hogan    2.50 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   25.50 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   10.76 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   29.35 

Art  Glass  Co   2.03 

The  Bryant-Sisson  Co   3.75 

West  Disinfecting  Co   6.25 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   1.54 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   1.48 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   2.81 

R.  J.  Hoefle   2.52 

Tollman  &  Jost    3.70 

Jas.  H.  Smith    8.00 

M.  F.  Hayes   4.10 

V.  Tausche    39.18 

Alfred  James   27.83 
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W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   4.04 

C.  L.  Lien   5.10 

Adam  Kroner    14.85 

Wm.  Woehlke   1.60 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.14 

The  Bryant-Sisson  Co   15.00 

J.  I.  Holeomb    51.04 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

John  M.  Voves    .55 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 

La  Crosse  Bottling  Works   .50 

City  of  La  Crosse  Board  of  Public  Works. . . .  80.00 

Benton  Electric  Co  ,  . .  182.15 

Segelk(  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg  Co ,                     . .  44.52 

A.  &  C.  Johrison  Co   4.26 

Sam  Knight    1.95 

John  G.  Beranek    1.73 

Mrs.  Mary  Czechowicz   1.87 

Otto  Obrecht    4.70 

Louis  Osweiler   1.45 

Emerson  Cass   4.37 

F.  L.  Mabie    5.50 

C.  Grosskopf   /  5.65 

John  Harget   8.95 

Philip  McMahon    24.75 

Eugene  Dietzgen   33.90 

L.  J.  Snow    6.50 

Fred  Dittman  Hardware  Co    2.05 

C.  &  F.  Schubert   6.45 

H.  M.  Sieger    1.34 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   1.22 

Mrs.  Priebe    3.34 

Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   .30 

The  Sanitary  Market  &  Sausage  Factory   .27 

Frank  Parizek   1.28 
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Scott-Rose  Co   .20 

F.  R.  Hickish  &  Son   3.14 

Hammes  Bros   11.33 

Anna  F.  Hallock    28.00 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   18.83 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   4.80 

La  Crosse  Paper  Box  Co   5.00 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   1.26 

O.  K.  Metal  Weather  Strip  Co   184.65 

Christ  Seiler    23.48 

Theresa  Tausche    5.40 

J.  B.  Knutson    23.75 

A.  J.  Beutler   116.85 

W.  A.  Pryor    .50 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   5.08 

G.  A.  Keller    23.90 


Total   $  3,552.84 

May  5,  1913. 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co  $  321.03 

Commercial  Testing  &  Eng.  Co   10.00 

Cargill  Coal  Co   268.25 

Ginn  &  Co   1.36 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   10.20 

Lyons  &  Carnahan    12.60 

Thomas  Charles  Co   2.54 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   12.37 

Fred  Dittman  Hardware  Co   2.50 

Adam  Kroner    2.50 

F.  Voight  Estate   1.10 

Carl  B.  Noelke    .85 

W.  A.  Roosevelt    4.34 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   36.01 

Benton  Electric  Co   3.24 
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Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   22.08 

Hoeschler  Bros   1.68 

Theo.  B.  Robertson  Soap  Co   22.05 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co   8.00 

John  A.  Salzer  Seed  Co   1.50 

Maendler  Bros   24.75 

Chas.  L.  Weis   1.80 

E.  G.  Staats  &  Co   2.00 

Eberhard  Faber   8.75 

Democrat  Printing  Co   .30 

Andrew  Olson    2.46 

\Vm.  Doerflinger    .62 

Joseph  Fietz    .60 

A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros   3.00 

Reuben  Lange    25.00 

Josten  Hardware  Co   .35 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   146.87 

Chicago  Ornamental  Iron  Co   100.00 

La  Crosse  Tribune   .15 

John  Bey    2.71 

William  Krause    .53 

John  Harget   7.88 

Pfafflin  &  Manke   2.38 

Johnson  Service  Co   .42 

A.  J.  Ness   10.00 

Roneo  Company   1.62 

Nic  Groff   1.00 

C.  J.  Swenson   8.15 

The  Art  Glass  Co   3.32 

Tillman  Bros   4.00 

V.  V.  Viner    9.30 

John  Harget    10.50 

Christ  Grosskopf   32.90 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 
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Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   3.73 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   28.32 

The  Sanitary  Market   1.20 

E.  F.  Baribach   1.58 

F.  R.  Hickish  &  Son   4.13 

C.  &  F.  Schubert    6.38 

J.  Bartel  Company   .25 

K.  S.  Knutsen   11.19 

K.  Temte    11.38 

Hammes  Bros   9.96 

E.  R.  Barron  Co  .,   5.34 

Scott-Rose  Co   3.85 

A.  &  C.  Johnson   .81 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   101.01 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   6.31 

A.  J.  Beutler   89.64 

Chris  Seiler    23.56 

J.  B.  Knutsen    21.73 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association   30.00 


Total   $  1,546.93 

May  10,  1913. 

Arthur  Tams   $  6.45 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   2.26 

Alfred  James   4.83 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   7.15 

May  20,  1913. 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co  $  22.64 

J.  A.  Fay-Egan  Co   295.36 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   5.73 

Jas.  J.  Hogan   3.53 


Total  $  347.95 


I 
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June  2,  1913. 

Teuneson-Pederson  Coal  Co  $  1,010.00 

Commercial  Testing  &  Eng.  Co   10.00 

J.  A.  Reneau    26.00 

G.  A.  Keller   56.93 

Scott,  Foresman  Co   3.00 

Arthur  W.  Tams  Music  Library   1.92 

The  MacMillan  Company    4.76 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   30.49 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   2.05 

John  Salzer  Seed  Co   2.20 

La  Crosse  Plow  Companj^   8.55 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   .60 

Baker  Paper  Co   449.75 

Christ  Grosskopf   41.80 

Aug.  Kromery    4.81 

Mrs.  Pauline  Pavela   5.18 

Mrs.  Frances  Goral    4.60 

Mrs.  Mary  Formanek   5.75 

Mrs.  Mary  Cibulka    5.75 

Mrs.  Mary  Scheitzach   4.08 

J.  J.  Fiebig    83.78 

Benton  Electric  Co   49.70 

The  Art  Glass  Co   7.24 

The  Hill  Machine  Co   1.73 

The  Powers  Regulator  Co   65.00 

Mrs.  Priebe   1.64 

K.  S.  Knutsen   7.01 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   24.02 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co   .10 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   2.93 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Marking   .55 

Frank  Parizek    .20 

*  Modern  Steam  Laundry   15.43 

Mrs.  Lowry   1.50 
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Hammes  Bros   6.10 

F.  R.  Hickish  &  Son   4.45 

J.  Hahn    .45 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   10.07 

Aug.  Miller  &  Son   4.85 

A.  &  C.  Johnson  Co   3.26 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   .30 

C.  A.  Krebaum   7.50 

F.  D.  Crawshaw    33.46 

M.  F.  Hayes   13.15 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

Philip  McMahon    50.79 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   29.00 


Grand  Total  $  2,104.38 

June  12,  1913. 

Gateway  Lumber  Co  $  5.23 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   13.23 

B.  Ott  &  Sons  Co   6.49 

Benton  Electric  Co   3.50 

George  Oelschig   1.00 

Andrew  Olson    4.50 

Reuben  Lange    12.50 

June  20,  1913. 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co   11.03 

The  Sherwin-Williams  Co   33.52 

J.  Torrance  &  Son    2.79 

Benton  Electric  Co   .49 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   9.80 

Arctic  Ice  &  Fuel  Co   11.81 


Grand  Total  $  115.89 

JOHN  F.  BERANEK, 

Secretary. 
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La  Crosse,  Wis.,  July  7,  1913. 

Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen :  In  accordance  with  your  rules,  I  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  school  year  ending  in  June, 
1913. 

The  various  tables  of  statistics,  based  upon  attend- 
ance, shows  the  same  gain  over  the  preceding  year  that 
1912  showed  over  1911. 

The  smallpox  scare,  which  resulted  in  the  closing, 
first  of  the  six  or  eight  rooms  in  four  different  schools, 
next  the  closing  of  the  whole  Hamilton  building,  and 
finally  the  exclusion  from  all  the  public  schools  of  non- 
vaccinated  children,  brought  down  the  figures  of  attend- 
ance below  the  corresponding  statistics  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  absence  caused  by  the  after  effects  of  the 
vaccination  also  cut  heavily  into  our  attendance  record 
during  the  first  semester.  During  the  second  semester 
small  epidemics  of  mumps  and  measles  on  the  north  side 
and  whooping  cough  on  the  south  made  further  inroads 
into  the  attendance  column. 

In  spite  of  this  great  loss  of  time,  the  pupils  have 
gone  ahead  in  greater  numbers  than  ever  before.  Our 
school  population  is  no  longer  shrinking,  as  the  following 
table  shows : 


School  Census,  City  of  La  Crosse,  1912. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Aged  four  , 

  360 

339 

699 

five  

  293 

286 

579 

six   

  274 

286 

560 

  240 

263 

503 
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eight   316  281  597 

nine   309  267  576 

ten   273  260  533 

eleven    247  256  503 

twelve    262  299  561 

thirteen   285  287  572 

fourteen    276  270  546 

fifteen    294  290  584 

sixteen   319  355  674 

seventeen   270  326  596 

eighteen   312  365  677 

nineteen    482  504  986 


Total   4,812       4,934  9,746 


The  total  shows  a  gain  of  68  names  over  the  figures 
of  1911  and  of  422  over  1910.  The  taking  of  the  census 
of  1913  has  progressed  far  enough,  so  that  we  can  pre- 
dict a  result  fairly  close  to  that  of  1912. 

The  following  table  gives  the  main  facts  pertaining  to 
enrollment,  attendance,  etc.,  as  compared  with  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  year  previous : 

1911-12.  1912-13. 

1.  Total  enrollment  of  the  year  4601  4811 

2.  Average  number  belonging  3927.4  4012.9 

3.  Average  per  cent  of  attendance ....    97.5  96.9 

4.  Number  of  pupils  neither  absent  nor 

tardy  during  the  first  half  of  the 


,  1253 

798 

5. 

Number  of  pupils  neither  absent  nor 

tardy  during  second  half.  . . 

1340 

1215 

6. 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness. 

3154 

3027 

7. 
8. 

Number  of  cases  of  truancy . .  . 
Number  of  cases  of  corporal 

68 

pun- 

73 

24 

21 
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9.    Number  of  visits  of  commissioners.  249  49 

10.  Number  of  visits  of  others  4810  4529 

11.  Number  of  cases  of    tardiness  of 

teachers    250  255 

12.  Number  of  half  day's  absence  of 

teachers    568  853.5 

The  total  enrollment,  4,811,  shows  a  gain  of  210  over 
the  figures  of  a  year  ago.  This  is  the  largest  increase  in 
attendance  since  1895-1896,  when  the  burning  of  a  large 
parochial  school  threw  its  pupils  for  a  few  years  into 
the  public  school  system.  Items  2  to  5,  inclusive,  are  not 
as  satisfactory  as  the  corresponding  figures  of  last  year, 
for  the  reason  already  referred  to  the  closing  of  rooms, 
the  illness  caused  by  vaccination  and  the  many  cases  of 
the  minor  contagious  diseases. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  attendance,  cases  of  tardi- 
ness and  of  corporal  punishment  are  steadily  decreasing. 
Isolated  cases  of  truancy  also  are  fewer.  The  concerted 
absence  of  a  whole  class  in  the  Washington  school  alone 
prevented  a  much  better  showing  than  last  year. 

The  distribution  of  the  enrollment  through  the  grades 
is  assuming  a  better  proportion  with  each  year  of  prog- 
ress. The  following  table  gives  the  comparison  between 
the  percentage  of  pupils  in  the  various  grades  during  the 
semester  just  closed  and  the  semester  ending  February 
1,  1905,  at  which  time  there  were  practically  the  same 
number  of  children  enrolled  as  at  present.  The  middle 
column  gives  the  average  of  all  graded  schools  in  the 
United  States.  In  each  case,  the  number  of  pupils  in 
the  third  grade  is  taken  as  100  per  cent. 

La  Crosse     Ave.  of    La  Crosse 
8  years  ago.     U.  S.    last  half  year. 
Per  cent.     Per  cent.    Per  cent. 

Post  grads   .  .  8 

Fourth  year  H.  S   4  9  24 
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Third 

4 

13 

36 

10 

18 

tJ(_7 

First  

21 

27 

68 

24 

40 

60 

SpvPTith  era  Hp 

43 

54 

82 

Sixth  era  rip 

49 

68 

90 

Fifth  ffrade 

79 

81 

94 

Fourth  o-rade 

86 

90 

106 

Third  *''rade 

100 

100 

100 

Second  <^rade  

87 

94 

94 

127 

96 

98 

Kindergarten   , 

102 

School  for  deaf  

1 

1 

Ungraded  rooms  . . . . , 

11 

It  will  be  observed  that  our  schools  at  present  run 
farther  ahead  of  the  average  of  the  country  than  they 
were  behind  it  in  1905.  If  I  may  say  this  without  boast- 
ing, this  is  a  remarkable  showing.  I  know  of  only  one 
city  of  our  class,  or  larger,  in  the  country  which  can 
show  a  larger  percentage  of  pupils  in  the  upper  grades 
and  high  school  where  the  enrollment  is  drawn  from 
within  the  city  itself.  There  are  some  cities  with  large 
high  school  enrollment,  a  large  percentage  of  which  is 
made  up  of  tuition  pupils  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. Our  tuition  pupils  in  high  school  amount  to  less 
than  2  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  increase  in  percent- 
age of  promotion  during  the  past  nine  years  helps  to 
explain  this  gain  in  the  enrollment  of  the  upper  grades. 

Percentage  of  promotions 
All  public  schools. 


1904-  1905   74.1 

1905-  1906   74.9 

1906-  1907   78.5 

1907-  1908   77.9 
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1908-  1909 

1909-  1910 

1910-  1911 

1911-  1912 


1912-1913— first  semester.. 
1912-1913 — second  semester 


79.5 
79.8 
88.1 
88.6 
92.4 
95.5 


The  reasons  for  this  increase  are  not  hard  to  find. 
Briefly  summarized,  they  are  as  follows:  1905 — Intro- 
duction of  the  commercial  course  into  the  high  school. 
1906 — Erection  of  new  high  school  building.  1907 — In- 
troduction into  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  manual 
training  and  cooking;  engaging  a  physical  director  for 
the  grades;  organization  of  many  new  activities  in  the 
high  school ;  passage  of  rules  making  continuance  in  high 
school  dependent  upon  maintaining  a  certain  grade. 
1908 — Introduction  into  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  of 
sewing  and  manual  training ;  addition  to  the  high  school 
curriculum  of  Chemistry,  Trigonometry,  French,  Com- 
mercial Law,  Commercial  Geography  and  Penmanship ; 
construction  of  the  high  school  athletic  field.  1909 — Se- 
curing a  physical  director  for  high  school  girls.  1910 — 
Providing  the  grades  with  up-to-date  text-books,  chosen 
with  an  idea  to  interest  the  pupils;  raising  the  maxima 
for  all  teachers;  requiring  a  report  from  each  principal 
and  teacher  on  every  pupil  who  left  school  as  to  what  had 
been  done  towards  inducing  him  to  return;  inaugura- 
tion of  a  policy  of  refusing  permits  to  work  to  all  except 
very  needy  families;  addition  of  Sewing  and  Cooking 
to  the  high  school  curriculum.  1911 — Installation  of  kin- 
dergartens and  ungraded  rooms ;  further  changes  in  text- 
books ;  inauguration  of  the  special  help  period  for  back- 
ward children  and  of  a  policy  of  holding  each  teacher  to 
account  for  failures  among  her  pupils.  1912 — Addition 
of  manual  training  to  the  high  school  curriculum ;  addi- 
tion of  elementary  manual  training  (paper  construction 
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and  rug  and  hammock  weaving)  to  the  work  of  the  lower 
grades ;  addition  of  more  kindergartens ;  inauguration  of 
the  summer  schools. 

It  is  too  soon  to  estimate  the  effect  of  the  changes 
which  have  been  made  during  the  past  year;  they  shall 
be  enumerated  on  another  page.  During  the  past  eight 
years,  the  number  of  high  school  graduates  has  increased 
from  27  to  103 ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a 
class  of  120  in  1914  and  of  close  to  150  the  following 
year.  The  value  of  each  added  year  of  education  after, 
say,  the  sixth  grade,  increases  in  geometrical  ratio.  The 
eighth  grade  is  twice  as  valuable  to  the  child  as  the  sev- 
enth and  the  third  year  in  high  school  is  twice  as  valu- 
able as  the  second.  It  is  not  the  number  of  children  en- 
rolled in  a  school  system  that  proves  its  value  to  the 
public,  but  the  number  of  young  people  whom  it  turns 
out,  having  taught  them  all  that  it  can. 

La  Crosse  spent  on  its  schools  in  1905-6  the  sum  of 
$118,000.  During  the  last  year  we  spent  $158,000,  an 
increase  of  34  per  cent  in  seven  years.  The  cost  of  liv- 
ing has  increased  over  20  per  cent  in  this  period  of  time, 
but  disregard  this.  In  1906,  La  Crosse  turned  out  23 
young  people  as  products  of  its  educational  system;  in 
1913,  103,  practically  400  per  cent  of  the  number  grad- 
uated seven  years  ago. 

In  the  past  eight  years,  the  enrollment  in  the  high 
school  has  increased  from  290  to  780.  Bach  high  school 
student  costs  the  city  practically  $75  a  year,  while  a 
pupil  in  the  grades  costs  but  $30.  The  enrollment  all 
over  the  city  remaining  practically  the  same,  it  is  readily 
perceived  that  the  transfer  of  500  pupils  from  the  grade 
column  to  the  high  school  is  bound  to  cost  the  city  500 
multiplied  by  $45,  or  $22,500. 

The  people  of  our  city  are  at  last  realizing  that  the 
schools  are  paying  big  dividends  on  the  money  invested 
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in  them  and  that  the  Board  of  Education  has  been  very 
economical  in  its  administration  of  the  funds  and  modest 
in  its  demands. 

Taking  up  the  changes  of  the  past  school  year: 

The  kindergarten,  installed  at  the  Logan  building,  re- 
lieved the  crowding  at  the  Franklin  and  completed  the 
system  in  the  city.  Every  school  which  can  house  a  kin- 
dergarten is  now  equipped  with  one. 

The  problem  of  bridging  the  gap  between  the  work 
of  the  kindergarten  and  that  of  the  first  grade  has  al- 
ways been  a  serious  one.  Two  plans  which  I  have  been 
trying  this  year,  I  believe,  will  help  to  solve  it.  The 
children  of  the  IB  Class,  who  are  not  sufficiently  mature 
to  be  able  to  spend  profitably  when  left  to  their  own  de- 
vices all  the  time  during  which  the  A  division  is  recit- 
ing, are  allowed  to  go  back  to  the  kindergarten  for  forty 
minutes  each  day,  while  the  kindergartners  are  at  their 
circle  work.  As  time  goes  by,  and  the  children  learn  bet- 
ter how  to  employ  themselves,  they  spend  fewer  minutes 
each  day  in  the  kindergarten,  although  in  some  rooms 
even  some  of  the  A  class  have  been  permitted  to  go  at 
times.  Both  kindergarten  teachers  and  those  of  the 
first  grade  approve  the  plan  heartily. 

The  other  plan  referred  to  is  the  use  in  the  kindergar- 
ten of  cards  upon  which  certain  words  and  phrases  are 
printed.  These  are  mainly  words  of  command,  such  as 
are  commonly  given  in  the  kindergarten,  and  the  chil- 
dren, first  en  masse,  then  as  individuals,  play  a  game  by 
obeying  the  orders  upon  the  various  cards  held  up  by  the 
teacher. 

They  thus  enter  the  first  grade  with  a  vocabulary  of 
fifty  or  sixty  printed  words  and  a  big  idea  of  what  read- 
ing is.  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why,  if  proper 
methods  are  employed,  and  his  interest  is  aroused  by 
making  it  a  game,  a  child  of  four  should  not  be  taught 
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to  read  just  as  easily  as  a  child  of  six.  We  take  ten 
years  to  bring  our  children  to  a  mental  power  which  the 
Germans  attain  in  seven,  simply  because  no  one  in  this 
country  has  believed  it  possible,  and  we  have  not  learned 
the  best  methods  of  arousing  the  child's  interest. 

I  can  remember  distinctly  when  the  world's  record  in 
the  pole  vault  stood  at  10  feet  10  inches,  and  men  said 
that  it  would  never  be  beaten.  Now  there  are  four  men 
in  the  college  world  who  can  clear  13  feet.  The  athletes 
of  today  are  no  stronger  than  those  of  twenty  years  ago ; 
they  have  simply  learned  better  methods  of  using  their 
strength. 

The  time  is  coming  when  the  average  high  school 
graduate  will  be  seventeen  years  old,  instead  of  nineteen, 
as  at  present,  and  this  time  will  be  gained  in  the  early 
years  of  his  schooling. 

To  return. 

The  annual  kindergarten  fete,  held  in  Myrick  Park 
in  June,  reflected  great  credit  upon  Miss  Fenton  and  her 
assistants. 

In  the  lower  grades,  the  arithmetic  is  being  lightened, 
and  more  time  put  upon  reading.  As  three-fourths  of 
the  child's  education  is  dependent  upon  his  ability  to 
read  intelligently,  great  stress  is  being  put  upon  ready, 
rapid  reading,  getting  the  thought  quickly  and  accurate- 
ly from  the  printed  page.  The  children  are  given  easier, 
more  interesting  material  to  cover  and  they  are  required 
to  read  considerably  more  than  they  did  a  few  years  ago. 

There  has  been  no  diminution  of  the  personal  inter- 
est in  the  individual  which  the  teachers  are  showing,  and 
much  good  is  coming  from  this  closer  touch.  An  effort 
is  made  to  give  each  child  just  that  which  he  needs  indi- 
vidually. The  child,  and  not  the  class,  is  the  object  of 
the  teacher 's  solicitude.  In  this  way,  between  eighty  and 
ninety  children  won  double  promotions  in  the  course  of 


THE  BOYS'  GYMNASIUM. 


THE  SWIMMING  POOL. 
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the  term,  and  scores  who  might  have  failed  under  the  old 
system,  were  kept  from  it  through  the  ungraded  rooms, 
the  special  help  period  and  the  summer  schools. 

The  summer  schools  last  year  were  attended  by  41 
pupils,  every  one  of  whom  made  the  grade  for  which  he 
was  working.  The  tuition  of  $5,  unfortunately,  kept 
away  some  of  the  pupils  who  needed  it  the  worst. 

This  summer,  with  the  tuition  reduced  to  $2.50,  we 
have  92  enrolled. 

We  have  been  very  successful,  of  late,  in  preventing 
our  strong  grade  teachers  from  leaving  us.  The  few 
changes  that  we  have  made  have  strengthened  the  corps, 
if  anything,  and  I  feel  that  during  the  past  year  we  have 
had  the  best  force  in  the  history  of  the  city. 

By  the  marriage  of  Miss  Martha  Rollins,  we  have  lost 
a  very  efficient  supervisor  of  music.  Miss  Rollins  did 
well  her  first  year,  but  improved  steadily  and  rapidly 
until  I  consider  her  one  of  the  best  in  her  line  in  the 
middle  west. 

The  high  school  has  passed  through  another  very  suc- 
cessful year.  Its  record  breaking  total  enrollment  and 
graduating  class  have  already  been  commented  upon. 
The  standard  of  its  scholarship  has  seen  no  lowering,  yet 
the  percentage  of  failures  has  been  smaller  than  ever. 
Principal  McCormick  has  demanded  each  month  from 
the  teachers  a  record  of  their  percentage  of  failures  with 
an  explanation  of  what  has  been  done  in  each  case  to 
prevent  low  grades. 

The  great  event  of  the  year  was,  of  course,  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  annex  to  the  high  school  building.  The 
facts  and  figures  are  all  so  fresh  in  our  minds  that  there 
is  no  need  of  recounting  them.  For  the  sake  of  embody- 
ing the  story  in  our  permanent  record,  I  will  briefly  re- 
call that  in  June,  1912,  Mr.  Frank  P.  Hixon  informed 
the  superintendent,  under  a  pledge  of  secrecy,  that  if  he 
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were  assured  by  the  board  that  such  a  building  would  be 
properly  kept  up,  he  would  put  $50,000  into  erecting  the 
long  deferred  but  sadly  needed  manual  training  annex. 

After  conferences  with  the  President  of  the  Board, 
the  Superintendent,  the  Principal,  and  the  head  of  the 
manual  training  department,  the  architect  of  the  main 
building,  Mr.  Llewellyn,  prepared  plans  for  a  building 
to  cost,  with  its  equipment,  approximately  $90,000,  and 
they  were  approved  by  Mr.  Hixon  and  the  gift  formally 
accepted  by  the  Board. 

Ground  was  broken  in  October  and  the  building  was 
finished  and  dedicated  on  May  16th.  The  magnificent 
gymnasium  and  swimming  pool  which  it  contains  are 
unsurpassed  by  those  of  any  high  school  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  complete  equipment  of  the  manual  training 
department  places  it  alongside  the  best.  Mr.  Hixon 's 
princely  gift  has  made  our  high  school  plant  the  best  in 
the  state  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 

He  has  received  the  thanks  of  the  Board,  the  Council, 
and  the  press,  and  of  the  citizens  at  large;  however,  I 
wish  to  add  my  small  word  of  appreciation  for  the  spirit 
of  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  young  people  in  which 
the  building  was  given.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
for  a  wealthy  man  to  make  a  large  gift  to  the  public.  It 
is  an  uncommon  thing  for  such  a  man  to  dovote  the  best 
thoughts  of  one  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  plan- 
ning of  this  gift,  and  for  him  to  add  so  much  to  the  gift 
in  the  way  of  kindly  interest  in  our  boys  and  girls. 

Although  it  is  not  directly  connected  with  the  work 
of  this  Board,  I  may  state,  in  passing,  that  the  industrial 
day  and  evening  school  has  been  a  great  success,  enroll- 
ing for  from  two  to  five  hours'  work  a  week,  802  young 
people  not  regularly  attending  school.  The  administra- 
ture  of  the  school  was  highly  praised  by  Assistant  State 
Superintendent  Hicks. 


THE  BLACKSMITH  SHOP. 
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Suggestions : 

The  coming  year  will  see  an  increase  in  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  high  school  of  not  fewer  than  one  hundred 
pupils,  and  it  may  reach  one  hundred  twenty.  Two  new 
seating  rooms  must  be  fitted  out  with  desks,  one  in  the 
fall  and  another  the  first  of  February.  The  only  room 
available  just  at  this  moment  is  the  one  formerly  used 
for  the  mechanical  drawing  classes  which  do  not  work 
in  the  Hixon  annex. 

As  has  been  already  stated,  the  cutting  in  half  of  the 
tuition  for  the  summer  school  resulted  this  year  in  more 
than  doubling  the  attendance.  Still,  the  $2.50  is  pro- 
hibitory to  some  children  who  need  the  work.  It  costs 
the  city  about  $16  for  each  child  in  the  grades  each  half 
year.  To  get  a  child  ahead  or  prevent  his  repeating  a 
grade  through  summer  school  costs  less  than  $3.00  apiece 
at  the  present  rate  of  enrollment.  We  charge  the  pupils 
$2.50,  so  that  it  is  costing  us  50  cents,  instead  of  $16.00. 
I  should  like  to  see  this  tuition  either  abolished  entirely 
or  cut  down  to  fifty  cents,  since  many  feel  that  if  it  were 
free  the  pupils  would  not  appreciate  it  as  well  as  if  some 
small  tuition  were  charged.  I  hope  next  summer  to  see 
the  shops  of  the  Hixon  annex  thrown  open  to  the  high 
school  boys  at  a  very  small  cost.  We  tried  to  organize  a 
class  this  year  on  the  basis  of  a  $5.00  tuition,  but  could 
not  muster  enough  pupils  to  make  it  worth  while. 

The  chance  to  use  tools  is  something  that  appeals  to 
nearly  every  boy.  In  some  of  the  larger  cities,  where 
progressive  men  are  in  charge,  all  grammar  schools  are 
fitted  up  with  shops.  A  pupil  who  is  failing  badly  in 
the  mental  work  is  given  work  more  than  half  the  time  in 
the  shop.  The  result  invariably  is  that  the  pupil's  men- 
tal work  begins  to  improve  also. 

I  hope  to  see  a  shop  and  a  domestic  science  room 
fitted  up  in  every  building  in  the  city.    Fewer  than  half 
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of  them  are  so  equipped  at  present.  A  great  deal  of 
valuable  time  is  lost  in  making  the  pupils  go  back  and 
forth  from  one  building  to  another  during  school  hours. 

Two  boys  who  in  the  upper  grades  were  failing  in 
their  lessons  were  transferred  to  the  all-day  industrial 
school  this  year,  where  both  did  very  good  work.  Next 
year,  I  propose  to  give  them  a  trial  in  high  school,  and 
shall  be  greatly  disappointed  if  they  do  not  "make 
good." 

I  was  much  pleased  to  learn  the  other  day  that  a 
similar  experience  had  proved  successful  in  Newton, 
Mass.  The  superintendent  gathered  out  of  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  all  16  and  17-year-old  pupils  and 
transferred  them  to  the  high  school,  where  half  of  their 
work  was  assigned  in  the  shops  and  kitchens.  This  was 
considered  their  preparatory  year,  and  the  following 
term  as  many  as  wished  to  were  entered  in  the  regular 
high  school  course.  The  results  were  astonishing:  over 
three-fourths  of  these  pupils  who,  in  the  ordinary  run  of 
events,  would  have  dropped  out  without  ever  entering 
high  school,  entered  the  regular  course,  and  did  better 
than  the  average  pupil.  With  your  sanction,  I  propose 
to  try  this  experiment  with  some  of  the  over-age  pupils 
in  our  upper  grades. 

A  need  which  has  been  commented  on  by  several  of 
the  principals  is  that  of  bathing  facilities  in  the  graded 
schools.  There  should  be  two  shower  baths  in  each 
building  in  the  city.  We  teach  the  necessity  of  frequent 
baths  and  yet  do  not  afford  the  opportunity  of  practic- 
ing our  precepts.  There  are  an  astonishing  number  of 
children  who  each  fall  are  sewed  up  in  their  undercloth- 
ing for  the  winter.  To  provide  against  this,  the  public 
schools  of  Chicago  are  now  all  equipped  with  baths  and 
there  is  a  rule  that  each  child  shall  "take  a  bath  all 
over ' '  once  a  week  at  least. 
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The  playgrounds  surrounding  our  buildings  are 
very  poorly  equipped  with  apparatus.  Two  swings  and 
an  unsafe  turning  pole  constitute  the  total  equipment  in 
most  cases.  It  would  cost  very  little  to  fit  them  all  out 
with  quoits,  slides,  swings,  ropes,  rings,  poles  and  bars, 
and  it  would  make  a  tremendous  difference  in  the  atti- 
tude of  the  children  toward  physical  exercise.  Go  by  a 
school  house  in  the  summer  time — it  is  deserted.  This 
should  not  be  so.  The  grounds  are  there  and  the  city  is 
drawing  no  interest  from  the  money  invested  in  them. 
A  great  deal  of  the  apparatus  could  be  made  in  our  new 
annex,  the  remainder  could  be  bought  at  a  small  expense. 

It  does  not  seem  right  to  provide  for  the  high  school 
children  everything  that  heart  could  wish  and  leave  the 
grades  so  destitute.  Each  neighborhood  should  have  a 
larger  use  of  its  school  plant,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
buildings  used  more  frequently  for  meetings,  lectures, 
etc. 

Each  few  years  sees  a  new  branching  out  of  educa- 
tional activities.  Five  years  ago  the  cry  was  "manual 
training;"  today  it  is  "vocational  education."  There 
is  another  field  as  yet  unopened  to  which  I  believe  our 
attention  should  next  be  turned,  namely,  social  and  eco- 
nomic education.  With  your  sanction,  I  propose  to  be- 
gin the  coming  year  some  instruction  in  elementary  eco- 
nomics to  our  children  in  the  upper  grades.  They  should 
be  taught  the  dignity  of  labor,  the  source  of  wealth,  the 
difference  between  a  producer  and  a  parasite,  and  the 
waste  and  needlessness  of  poverty  and  war.  In  this  re- 
spect, our  schools,  all  over  the  country,  are  sadly  neg- 
lecting their  duty. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  principals,  teachers  and 
members  of  the  Board  which  has  made  possible  all  our 
reforms  and  changes.    I  feel  that  we  are  fortunate  in 
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the  personnel  of  our  corps  of  teachers,  and  particularly 
so  in  our  principals.  There  is  no  city  in  the  state  that 
has  on  its  rolls  as  efficient  and  devoted  a  body  of  men  as 
these  seven. 

As  for  the  Board  of  Education,  I  have  only  to  talk 
with  other  superintendents  to  learn  how  fortunate  the 
schools  of  La  Crosse  are  in  the  character  of  the  men  who 
are  chosen  to  preside  over  them. 

I  wish  to  renew  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  expressions  of 
appreciation  for  your  loyal  co-operation  and  firm  back- 
ing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  P.  BENEZET. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  53 

La  Crosse,  Wis.,  June  14,  1913. 
To  Mr.  L.  P.  Benezet, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 
La  Crosse,  Wis. 
Report  of  the  Manual  Training  Department  of  the 
City  of  La  Crosse  for  the  year  ending  June  13,  1913  : 


High  School. 

First  semester: 

Freshmen    68 

Second  semester: 

Freshmen  and  Sophomores   108 

Attendance  in  Grades. 

First  semester: 

Eighth  A    60 

Eighth  B    75 

Seventh  A   64 

Seventh  B   54 

Sixth  A   90 

Sixth  B   90 

Fifth  A   104 

Fifth  B    120 


Total    657 

Second  semester : 

Eighth  A   55 

Eighth  B   79 

Seventh  A   95 

Seventh  B   88 

Sixth  A   144 

Sixth  B    104 

Fifth  A   123 

Fifth  B    144 


Total    832 
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Cost  of  Materials. 


Lumber   $590.72 

Hardware    86.44 

Stain  and  shellac    22.47 

Drawing  paper  and  pencils   40.00 


Total   $739.63 

Amount  taken  in   91.60 


$642.03 

Average  cost  per  pupil   .77 


Estimated  value  of  equipment,  including  that  of  new 
Hixon  annex,  $12,000.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERWIN  0.  PEART. 


THE  WOOD-TURNING  ROOM. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  1914 

William  Luening  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

C.  L.  Lien  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

J.  B.  Murray  Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

H.  K.  HoUey   Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1915 

L.  F.  Easton   Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1916 

H.  J.  Hirslilieimer   Term  expires  Jan.  1, 1916 

R.  B.  Lowry   Time  expires  Jan.  1, 1916 


Officers. 

WILLIAM  LUENING  President 

L.  P.  BENEZET  Superintendent  of  Schools 

G.  W.  YOUNG,  City  Treasurer. . .  .Treasurer  ex-Officio 


Standing  Committee. 

Finance  Holley,  Lowry,  Luening 

Fuel  Lowry,  Murray,  Easton 

Grounds  and  Buildings. .  .Easton,  Hirshheimer,  Lowry 

Schools  and  Teachers  Hirshheimer,  Luening,  Lien 

Supplies  Murray,  Lien,  Holley 

Text  Books  Lien,  Holley,  Murray 

High  School  Luening,  Easton,  Hirshheimer 


Report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  school  system  of  La  Crosse  for 
the  year  beginning  July  1,  1913  and  ending  June  30, 
1914: 

Receipts. 

July  1,  1913,  balance  in  School  Fund  $  62,893.96 

City  apportionment    112,614.94 

County  apportionment    26,304.45 

State  apportionment    27,514.52 

State  aid  for  the  Deaf  School   1,034.17 

State  aid  for  Manual  Training   350.00 

State  aid  for  Domestic  Science   350.00 

Tuitions    1,183.42 

Fines  and  sales    1,810.69 

High  school  lunch  room    2,315.44 

Board  of  industrial  education — rent   1,200.00 

Sale  of  North  Side  building  and  fence   403.00 

Refund  of  payments    610.00 


Total  receipts   $238,584.59 

Expenditures. 

Teachers'  salaries   $114,540.66 

Other  salaries    18,341.72 

Apparatus    748.25 

Printing    167.75 

Furniture    403.35 

Fuel,  light  and  power    16,046.62 

Books   3,664.83 

Miscellaneous  supplies    8,917.50 

Repairs  and  maintenance   4,019.90 

Permanent  improvements    3,580.84 

Incidentals    662.38 


Total  expenditures   171,093.80 

Balance  in  Fund  July  1,  1914    67,490.79 


$238,584.59 


ACTUAL  AMOUNTS  PAID  TO  TEACHERS  FOR 
YEAR  1913-1914. 


First  District 

Albert  Hardy   $  1,570.00 

Anna  M.  Jenkins    686.00 

Ottilia  Neumeister    665.80 

Gertrude  Wiebrecht    575.00 

Mary  Damon    596.75 

Emma  A.  Hanson    680.00 

Georgia  Hill    549.31 

Maude  E.  Hodge    607.82 

Bessie  Jones    568.58 

Mary  Becker    637.00 


$  7,136.26 

Second  District. 


W.  C.  Greenwalt   $  1,421.00 

Margaret  Lewis    685.12 

Anna  L.  Collins    684.69 

Gertrude  Heydon    686.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  MacCarthy    385.75 

Charlotte  Kohn    643.50 

Alice  M.  Byrne    643.09 

Grace  Ogden    557.81 

Ruth  Klosheim    519.80 

Grace  Guertin    618.80 

Elizabeth  Witherbee    600.00 

Bertha  E.  Cleveland    661.50 

Amy  G.  Clark    592.75 

Ruth  Parks    575.00 

Florence  1.  Whelan    568.58 


$  9,843.39 
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Third  District. 

D.  H.  Shepardson   $  1,369.33 

Geneve  Caldwell    686.00 

Orrie  M.  Bigham    686.00 

Bertha  C.  Shuman    685.13 

Katherine  Gallagher    126.40 

Mrs.  J.  Leissring    661.50 

M.  Fay  Shuman    625.00 

Lois  Wilder    612.50 

Beatrice  Leissring    618.79 

Joanna  Mutschmann    623.44 

Olga  Walloe    612.50 

Bertha  E.  Lawrence    637.00 

Agnes  K.  Baker    692.13 

Lucretia  Mulock    619.54 

Korrine  Bulman    70.00 

Bertha  Hoefke    710.50 

Josephine  M.  Kohn    637.00 

Nettie  S.  Hall    610.47 

Susan  P.  Campbell    610.94 

Elise  D.  Kluver    597.58 

M.  Elizabeth  Burns    586.88 

Norma  A.  Reichelt    623.83 

Emily  Hull    583.88 


$14,286.39 

Fifth  District. 

Harry  Spence   $  1,545.00 

Rose  Higgins    678.25 

Julia  Higgins    675.63 

Lalla  Robinson    594.00 

Lillie  Kosanda    658.00 

Mary  H.  Griswold    563.50 

Clara  Anderson    612.50 

Mary  Reilly    550.00 
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Mary  Devine    637.00 

Georgina  Young    544.16 

Jessica  Lichtenberger   594.00 


$  7,652.04 

Sixth  District. 

Frank  H.  Fowler   $  1,570.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Fowler    119.70 

Hannah  McConville    686.00 

Jennie  A.  Jennings    323.78 

Vera  L.  Allen    656.87 

Verena  G.  Otten    538.25 

Mrs.  A  K.,  Sagen   612.11 

Shirley  D.  Almy   624.22 

Alma  M.  Hosley    632.12 

Agnes  Sparling    600.00 

Lillian  Showers   568.94 

Anne  V.  Kinnear    542.44 

Barbara  J.  Paul    588.00 

Nellie  E.  Jacob    609.61 

Carolla  Bangsberg    258.50 

Ella  Gregory    636.19 

Ruth  Bristol    568.58 

Frances  Irvine    638.14 

Bertha  Higgins    737.32 

Stella  I.  Trane    543.13 

Emma  L.  Rohrer    612.50 

Ida  Erickson    337.85 

Mary  E.  McSorley    625.00 

Mary  D.  Torrance   637.00 

Marguerite  Fey    568.94 


$14,835.19 

Seventh  District. 
Harry  G.  Hay  den  $1,546.00 
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Natalia  Johnson    693.00 

Nealie  A.  Nelson    756.00 

Christine  E.  Nelson    667.46 

Mary  S.  Marson    625.00 

Jennie  Cabanis    600.00 

Flora  E.  Prescott    626.85 

Eunice  Freeman    490.00 

Eda  J.  Kluver   616.46 

Edna  E.  Byrne    569.30 

Vernie  McCann    518.16 

Mabel  Sjolander    598.75 

Gwendolyn  Fenton   847.69 

Laura  Warren    252.50 

Elizabeth  Gillespie    735.00 

Ada  Jagow    593.63 

Ella  Woerpel    514.80 

Edna  I.  Campbell   569.30 

Agnes  M.  Lindas    590.25 

Helen  Weber    546.56 

Josephine  Crow    693.00 

Bertha  Borresen    404.69 

Barbara  Knothe    493.75 


$14,548.15 

High  School. 

B.  E.  McCormick  $  2,185.00 

Lena  Heideman    1,375.50 

Robert  H.  Butler   1,269.94 

Ervin  A.  Peart    1,250.00 

Owen  E.  Home   1,188.00 

Anna  F.  Hallock    1,125.56 

John  F.  Stuckert   1,297.69 

Horton  Kline    1,300.00 

Fern  Haekett    1,150.00 

Mirah  Congdon   990.00 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS  67 

Roswell  C.  Puckett   978.00 

Layton  Gouldin   1,073.51 

F.  H.  Thomas   1,088.32 

Emmett  A.  Hassett   1,050.00 

C.  C.  Curtis   990.00 

Marie  Hektoen    1,000.00 

Cora  Desmond    945.26 

Anna  M.  Mashek   985.00 

May  V.  Dunn    975.00 

Howard  R.  Fuller   940.50 

C.  D.  Brower    882.00 

R.  B.  Carmichael   891.00 

Alma  J.  Wylie   873.02 

Elizabeth  Irish   882.00 

Ada  D.  Wilke    870.63 

Ethel  Elliott    839.38 

Catherine  Hayes    844.96 

Helen  Scofield    742.50 

Cora  B.  Swift   838.50 

Florence  Hargrave    416.50 

Leila  Johnson    800.00 

Grace  M.  Collins   850.00 

Ruth  Cotten    742.50 

Mrs.  M.  Cavanaugh    735.00 

Norah  Guertin    708.68 

Cora  Kempter    690.38 

Gertrude  Griffin    678.00 

Hazel  Josten    346.50 

Grace  Gesell    637.00 

Ada  Pence    150.00 

Caryl  Williams   150.00 

Clara  Sherwood   280.00 


$38,005.83 


68  LIST  OF  TEACHERS 

Special  Teachers. 

Sarah  H.  Macnair  $  1,118.38 

Ida  E.  MacLean   991.88 

A.  R.  Mitchell    439.88 

A.  L.  Fratt   940.50 

Katherine  Patrick     713.37 

Margaret  Barnett    684.30 

Anna  Grams    682.95 

Lois  Stevens    297.00 

Julia  L.  Dean   493.20 

Harry  Marshall   120.00 

Robert  H.  Butler   98.00 


$  6,579.46 

Substitute  Teachers. 

Hazel  Josten  $  151.50 

Minnie  Schoenheider    3.75 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Asplin    193.75 

Stella  Sheely   37.50 

Grace  Hildreth    25.50 

Katherine  Martindale    36.00 

Emma  Zeisler   45.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Worthington   218.75 

Florence  Oadams   305.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Harrison   171.25 

Maud  Mulock   16.25 

Mrs.  C.  A.  MacCarthy   3.75 

Helen  J.  Jacobsen   40.00 

Josephine  Bangsberg    5.00 

Geo.  Barber    22.50 

Ivah  Kinney   8.75 

Edith  Swarthout    5.00 

Edna  Wehausen    57.00 

Esther  Marcou   2.50 

Florence  Ziegler    2.50 
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Georgia  Sutor   7.50 

Anna  Keiser   68.75 

Mrs.  R.  B,  Lowry   11.50 

Josephine  Mahoney   39.75 

C.  F.  McKown   22.50 

Mrs.  M.  Cavanaugh   1.25 

Frances  Walker   33.75 

Mary  Anderson    15.00 

Minnie  Knight   2.50 

Lillian  Ristow    15.00 

F.  E.  Nurse   3.00 

Katherine  Wiebrecht    8.00 

Vernie  Warninger   3.00 

Paul  Everett    7.50 


$  1,590.25 
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Other  Salaries. 

L.  P.  Benezet  $  3,300.00 

John  G.  Beranek   900.00 

Matilda  Linse   530.00 

W.  S.  Jamesson   20.00 

Sol  Burdick    300.00 

John  S.  League    999.96 

Frank  Walters   718.85 

Christ  Johnson   840.00 

William  Baum    750.00 

Andrew  Basch    620.19 

Wm.  Boss   '   52.50* 

Andrew  Englehard    525.00 

Eles  Mekvold    778.80 

Henry  Otten    780.00 

Bernt.  Doekendorff    600.00 

Chas.  M.  Groscopf   627.98 

Fred  Bolderman   60.00* 

George  Barber   216.92 

Edward  L.  Kenyon   506.30 

Julius  Zander   690.00 

Agnes  Knight   120.00 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   50.00 

Louise  Weisse   855.00 

John  Halaska   413.75 

Andrew  Olson    630.00 

George  Oelschig    630.00 

0.  F.  Opsahl    293.64 

Mrs.  Pauline  Miller   47.68 

Ferdinand  Krause   336.00 

Emma  Fietz   409.56 

Emily  Hamburger    400.00 

Alice  Matiak   180.00 


Total 


$18,182.13 
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*  Checks  for  the  amounts  indicated  were  made  out  by 
mistake  to  men  who  were  not  employed  at  the  time,  and 
then  deposited  with  the  city  treasurer. 


DETAILED    EXPENDITURES,    OTHER  THAN 
SALARIES 


Monthly  BiUs,  July  1,  1913,  to  July  1,  1914. 

Bills  paid  by  Committee  on  Finance. 

July  7,  1913. 


G.  A.  Keller  $  260.75 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   286.93 

A.  J.  Nystrom  &  Co   3.20 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   47.75 

A.  &  C.  Johnson   1.52 

Chas.  L.  Weis   190.45 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   5.33 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   9.00 

S.  J.  DeRanitz  &  Co   6.75 

Scott  Rose  Co   6.21 

Pacific  Electric  Co   24.36 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   66.28 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   1.76 

Spence  McCord  Drug  Co   31.63 

Adam  Kroner    20.34 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.00 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   6.13 

Alfred  James    7.50 

J.  Torrance  &  Son   28.00 

B.  Ott  &  Sons  Co   1.50 

E.  C.  Krause   1.10 

S.  Roden   2.85 

F.  Voigt  Estate  30 
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Pfafflin  &  Manke    4.01 

T.  J.  Barney   41.25 

The  Art  Glass  Co   2.55 

Louis  Weisse   19.42 

T.  G.  Sutherland   10.00 

J.  S.  League   8.40 

Parkinson  &  Dockendorf   15.00 

Percy  Bentley   10.00 

Christ  Groscopf   5.27 

Eles  Mekvold    1.35 

Pauline  Pavela   15.00 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   1.28 

The  Sanitary  Market    2.80 

K.  S.  Knutson    7.24 

Andrew  Olson    13.52 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   10.71 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   18.08 

Mrs.  Priebe    3.30 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   6.10 

Hammes  Bros   10.44 

K.  Temte    3.39 

C.  &  F.  Schubert    2.72 

Parker,  Jeweler    1.50 

Sorge-Ennison  Co   9.35 

Beutler  Bros   115.56 

J.  B.  Knutson    30.95 

Fred  Leithold   13.00 

Christ  Seller   28.84 

Mike  Desmond    2.00 

B.  E.  McCormick   *  20.00 

Emma  Kinservik   14.50 

The  Stoddard    3.00 

Hy.  Holt  &  Co   3.75 

Frank  D.  Beattys  &  Co   1.32 

Fred  Bolterman    6.00 
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Edward  E.  Dow   6.00 

Andrew  Olson    1.65 

Frank  Walters   1.00 

Wm.  Baum    1.00 

Geo.  Oelsehig    1.00 

Fred  Bolterman    1.00 

Christ  Johnson    1.00 

Charles  W.  Noble    400.00 

Teachers'  pension   *  1,148.31 

Park  commission   400.00 


Grand  total   $3,468.20 

*The  amounts  indicated  by  the  star  were  expend- 
itures for  1912-13,  and  were  so  reported. 

July  19,  1913. 

Gateway  Lumber  Co  $  .54 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   4.90 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   3.43 

P.  McMahon    28.72 


Total   $  37.59 

.    August  1,  1913. 

Duzets  &  Sons   $  550.00 

E.  W.  A.  Rowles   6.30 

The  Sherwin-Williams  Co   22.05 

Benton  Electric  Co   7.25 

F.  J.  Gautsch    18.80 

The  H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co   1.30 

The  Inter-State  Oil  Co   36.01 

August  H.  Ranis   3.38 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   14.87 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   58.83 

Fred  Kroner  Hdw.  Co   2.90 

La  Crosse  Tel.  Co   34.00 
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Gateway  Lumber  Co   7.28 

M.  F.  Hayes   3.50 

Spence  McCord  Drug  Co   43.57 

United  Chemical  Co   33.50 

General  Purification  Co   8.82 

Alice  Matiak    15.61 

M.  F.  Hayes   1.50 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   3.60 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co   1.50 

S.  Gantert  Furniture  and  Rug  House   20.00 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   515.92 


Total   $1,410.49 

August  20,  1913. 

Ori  J.  Sorensen  $  4.60 

A.  &  C.  Johnson  Co   3.22 

World  Book  Co   1.50 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co  23 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co  90 

The  Western  Union  Tel.  Co   .25 

The  North  American  Tel.  Co   1.15 

Arthur  W.  Tarns  Music  Library   .53 

E.  R.  Mulford    1.50 

V.  Tausche  Hdw.  Co   34.21 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   35.69 

The  H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co   13.82 

Fred  Dittman  Hdw.  Co   6.61 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   6.80 

North  La  Crosse  Lbr.  Co   5.82 

Gateway  Lbr.  Co   2.52 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   15.32 

Standard  Oil  Co   .64 

The  Oakland  Farm  Co   2.00 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   11.68 
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La  Crosse  Scrap  Iron  &  Metal  Co   5.02 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   45.27 

Alfred  James    6.64 

August  H.  Ranis   2.65 

Adam  Kroner    46.07 

0.  K.  Metal  Weather  Strip  Co   114.74 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   20.50 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   83.60 

W.  B.  Tscharner    85.44 


Total   $  558.92 

September  8,  1913. 

Minimax  Company   $  49.00 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co    27.70 

A.  H.  Andrews  Co   264.00 

Goodyear  Rubber  Co   12.41 

American  School  of  Home  Economics   2.00 

Ginn  &  Co  .'   11.40 

Webb  Publishing  Co   1.29 

William  Wood  &  Co   3.00 

G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons   .74 

Beckley-Cardy  Co   22.40 

Favor,  Ruhl  &  Co   3.53 

Devoe  &  Raynolds  Co   14.66 

P.  Blakiston's  Son  &  Co   3.92 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  &  Co   36.25 

Allyn  &  Bacon   .80 

The  Gregg  Publishing  Co   40.60 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  Publishers   10.56 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co   15.21 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co   10.75 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co   21.93 

The  Macmillan  Co   10.80 

Lyons  &  Carnahan    103.30 
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Ginii  &  Co   16.30 

Newsoii  &  Co   10.37 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   101.67 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co   10.33 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   19.45 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   13.52 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   50.91 

Kenneth  Dickens   1.73 

Borge  Gunderson    3.34 

Harry  Marshall    1.13 

Aloysius  Kelly    2.70 

Emma  Kinservik    14.00 

L.  J.  Snow    .85 

The  Doerflinger  Co   595.65 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   964.74 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros  52 

The  Bergh  Piano  Co  25 

Mariner's  Pharmacy   3.90 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   6.62 

I.  Schilling  &  Sons   1.03 

La  Crosse  Floral  Co   1.90 

Thee.  Kienahs    8.00 

Chas.  L.  Weis   5.50 

The  Sanitary  Market    1.65 

W.  B.  Tscharner    42.18 

Alfred  James    22.63 

Standard  Oil  Co  88 

Agnes  Knight    5.00 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   229.42 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   331.77 

Andrew  Basch    5.80 

M.  F.  Hayes   9.05 

0.  S.  Opsahl   1.50 

Eles  Mekvold    2.70 

Chris  Johnson    2.65 
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Emma  Fietz   1.40 

Geo.  Oelschig    1.85 

Andrew  Olson    .75 

Wm.  Baum   1.10 

Pacific  Electric  Co   14.26 

Mrs.  Agnes  Pretaski    51.84 

Mrs.  Plagia  Banashik   49.01 

Mrs.  Pauline  Miller   45.99 

Mrs.  Mary  Czechowicz    24.71 

Mrs.  Pauline  Pavella    55.88 

Mrs.  Mary  Formanek   14.20 

Mrs.  Mary  Cibulka    13.05 

Mrs.  Anthony  Kostecki   50.93 

Mrs.  Toney  Pavela    35.39 

C.  J.  Swenson    20.33 

Theo.  Garder    18.90 

E.  A.  Peart    62.50 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Co    .63 

Benton  Elec.  Co   6.91 

August  H.  Ranis   3.10 

Jas.  H.  Smith  90 

Pfafflin  &  Manke    .78 

Fred  Kroner  Hdw.  Co   3.00 

J.  J.  Fiebig   13.53 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   5.36 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   9.36 

Josten  Hardware  Co   .90 

The  H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co   1.50 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   .54 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   15.70 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.00 

H.  G.  Hayden    288.09 

La  Crosse  Tribune  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Press  Co   3.00 
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Henry  Otten    50.00 

C.  W.  Noble   141.20 

L.  C.  Hirshheimer   148.50 


Total   $4,348.98 

September  20,  1913. 

Harding  Bros  $  5.09 

L.  E.  Knott  Apparatus  Co   4.02 

Jas.  G.  Johnson  &  Co   33.83 

J.  I.  Holcolmb  Mfg.  Co   46.35 

Benton  Electric  Co   12.69 

C.  L.  Lien    17.15 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   6.19 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.53 

Chas.  L.  Weis    71.54 


Total  $  200.39 

October  13,  1913. 

Lyons  &  Carnahan   $  25.81 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co   1.96 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   12.70 

L.  J.  Snow   20 

The  Macmillan  Company    5.83 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn  &  Co   11.49 

Newson  &  Co   40.87 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   62.47 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co   10.42 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co   15.41 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   20.00 

Cornell  College    4.90 

Ginn  &  Co   44.80 

C.  C.  Birchard  &  Co   15.55 

The  Manual  Arts  Press   1.50 

Franklin  Iron  Works    95.05 


80  REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

Johnson  Service  Co   .26 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   .30 

A.  A.  Liesenfeld    3.75 

Mrs.  Flagia  Banashik    10.00 

North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   .63 

Julius  Zander    3.30 

Vernon  V.  Viner    37.40 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   1.71 

Pfafflin  &  Manke  85 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   2.82 

Bernt.  Dockendorff,  Sr   1.50 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   300.00 

Benton  Electric  Co   1.25 

T.  J.  Barney   28.20 

Alfred  James    11.61 

August  H.  Ranis    10.60 

Fred  Dittman  Hdw.  Co   1.00 

Josten  Hdw.  Co   3.90 

I.  Schilling  &  Sons  20 

V.  Tausche  Hdw.  Co   55.27 

Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   6.48 

Austin  &  Peterson    2.75 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery    47.59 

John  C.  Burns   4.05 

Hammes  Bros  ,  11.85 

The  Utica  Drop  Forge  &  Tool  Co   7.74 

Theresa  Tausche    6.50 

J.  B.  Knutson    30.15 

Beutler  Bros   124.23 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   131.31 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   618.59 

Fred  Kroner  Hdw.  Co   53.62 

Hebberd  &  Co   3.85 

Roddis  Lumber  &  Veneer  Co   32.45 

Thomas  Charles  Co   109.35 
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Lyon  &  Healy    9.15 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   35.68 

Chas.  L.  Weis    7.15 

Mike  Desmond    14.00 

The  H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co   .40 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   7.08 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   7.13 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   4.65 

Fred  Kroner  Hdw.  Co   9.97 

Fred  Medart  Mfg.  Co   9.30 

C.  A.  Burghardt  &  Sons   199.50 

E.  F.  Pahl  &  Co   15.26 

Fred  Leithold  Piano  Co   .40 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co   11.76 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   28.75 

K.  S.  Knutsen    5.85 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   18.75 

Reuben  Lange   10.00 

Emma  Kinservik    2.00 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co   1.52 

C.  H.  Stoelting  Co   52.86 

Edward  E.  Dow    2.00 

Fred  Leithold  Piano  Co   15.00 

Seymour  L.  Meister    10.00 

A.  H.  Andrews  Co   22.20 

L.  P.  Benezet   11.91 

American  Book  Co   29.00 

Thomas  Charles  Co   1.00 

Christ  Seiler    24.30 

Mrs.  Priebe    .54 

John  A.  Salzer  Seed  Co   1.90 

La  Crosse  Tel.  Co   34.00 

G.  A.  Keller    45.75 

B.  Ott  &  Sons  Co   17.60 

The  Art  Glass  Co  68 
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Louis  Weisse   1.65 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   52.04 

La  Crosse  Boiler  Co   100.00 

Eugene  Dietzgen  &  Co   141.87 


Total   $2,996.62 

October  20,  1913. 

Maendler  Bros  $  60.80 

The  Art  Glass  Company    8.68 

C.  J.  Swenson    3.77 


Total   $  73.25 

November  3,  1913. 

Lyons  &  Carnahan   $  3.60 

Macmillan  Company    91.74 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co   21.67 

Allyn  &  Bacon   165.96 

Ginn  &  Company    141.77 

Inland  Printing  Co   1.25 

Baker  Paper  Co   56.58 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   12.78 

Fred  Kroner  Hdw.  Co   6.35 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus    15.00 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   15.51 

United  Chemical  Co.   6.25 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   3.92 

Thomas  Charles  Co   1.17 

Fay  Lewis  Co   1.00 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   11.97 

C.  H.  Stoelting  Co   1.85 

Benton  Electric  Co   8.21 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.00 

C.  A.  Button    9.00 

M.  F.  Hayes   24.05 
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North  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co   1.68 

Johnson  Service  Co   5.10 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Co   .73 

John  Harget    3.85 

Pfafflin  &  Manke    4.10 

Fred  Dittman  Hardware  Co   1.25 

C.  L.  Lien   5.34 

R.  H.  Hoefle  72 

C.  J.  Swenson    .80 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   1.36 

Theresa  Tausche    11.50 

K.  S.  Knutson    24.55 

John  Bendel   21.00 

Beutler  Bros   122.11 

Christ  Seiler    28.20 

Alice  Matiak    4.30 

Sorge-Ennison  Co   38.18 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   3.30 

A.  J.  Ness   5.50 

Chas.  L.  Weis    9.95 

Lyon  &  Healy    3.27 

Reliable  Steam  Laundry    1.02 

E.  R.  Barron  Co   5.53 

Mrs.  Priebe    .78 

Mrs.  Lee    3.19 

R.  H.  Hoefle    3.73 

Hammes  Bros   8.03 

Art  Glass  Co   14.91 

Tausche  Hardware  Co   21.75 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   200.13 

Er»ma  Kinservik    1.00 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   26.00 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   32.56 

Austin  &  Peterson    1.33 

Temte  &  Syverson   2.22 
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John  Torrance  &  Son   84.79 


Total   $1,337.39 

November  10,  1913. 

Benton  Electric  Co  $  1.32 

Alfred  James    35.39 

November  20,  1913. 

I.  Schilling  &  Sons  $  4.41 

Benton  Electric  Co   3.82 

Gateway  Lbr.  Co   .86 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   2.16 

The  Art  Glass  Co   8.04 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.98 

DeVoe  &  Raynolds  Co   13.15 

Reuben  Lange    10.00 


Total   $  83.13 

December  1,  1913. 

Agnes  Knight   $  5.00 

Reuben  Lange    10.00 

La  Crosse  Tent  &  Awning  Works   .15 

The  Prang  Co   12.46 

Electric  Supply  &  Construction  Co   6.00 

Anna  F.  Hallock    13.50 

Lewis  Knudson    1.50 

Frederick  Post  Co   12.77 

Theo.  Robertson  Soap  Co   28.76 

Chas.  L.  Weis    7.80 

C.  H.  Stoelting  Co   2.33 

Adam  Kroner    .85 

Thomas  Charles  Co   10.98 
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Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   12.44 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros  60 

Aug.  Miller  &  Son  36 

Modern  Steam  Laundry   10.83 

The  Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   .75 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Co.   7.95 

B.  Rosentiel  &  Son    9.70 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   26.60 

K.  S.  Knutson    7.54 

Temte  &  Syverson   1.74 

Arctic  Ice  &  Fuel  Co   6.75 

J.  A.  Fay  &  Egan  Co  80 

La  Crosse  Scrap  Iron  &  Metal  Co   7.16 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   8.29 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.00 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   6.00 

Benton  Electric  Co   40.35 

Christ  Johnson    1.00 

Eles  Mekvold    1.00 

Andrew  Olson    1.00 

Ed.  Kenyon    1.00 

Julius  Zander    1.00 

Frank  Walters    1.00 

Geo.  Oelschig    1.00 

Andrew  Basch    1.00 

Wm.  Baum    1.00 

Henry  Otten    1.00 

John  Reichgelt    1.75 

John  Harget    4.55 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   3.99 

M.  F.  Hayes    5.15 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   6.10 

Ginn  &  Co   30.37 

Newson  &  Co   15.21 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   55.76 
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La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   269.19 

A.  H.  Englehard   1.00 

Marie  Wester    2.00 

Emma  Kinservik   3.00 

Hammes  Bros   8.23 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   3.00 

The  Sanitary  Market    .90 

Christ  Seiler    17.91 

Theresa  Tausche    9.00 

Hess  Warming  and  Ventilating  Co   .25 

Frank  Parizek    2.65 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   18.17 

John  G.  Beranek    25.00 

Clara  Sherwood    40.00 


Total   $  822.14 

December  10.  1913. 

W.  A.  Roosevelt   $  5.41 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.29 

The  Art  Glass  Co   3.60 

La  Crosse  Scrap  Iron  &  Metal  Co   15.31 


Total   $  27.61 

December  19,  1913. 

County  Treasurer — Teachers'  Pension  $  10.70 

December  22,  1913. 

The  Tenneson  Pederson  Coal  Co  $  637.05 

The  Roneo  Co   4.00 

John  Harget    1.40 

Northern  Machinery  Co   17.78 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   11.46 

Wilder  &  Co   11.74 

A.  Braathen    2.25 

The  Sanitary  Market   3.09 
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Peter  Trinkes    1.00 

Vollmar  &  Jost    10.45 

Beutler  Bros   182.03 

J.  B.  Knutson    48.15 

Alice  Matiak   4.42 

Theresa  Tausche    7.50 

Christ  Seiler   15.74 

Maendler  Bros   27.17 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co   19.60 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   5.52 

Fred  Kroner  Hdw.  Co   3.68 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   98.20 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   43.16 

Williams  &  Eklund   6.00 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   9.60 

Alfred  James    .45 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   .18 

The  H.  C.  Hart  Implement  Co  75 

Wm.  Layman    10.00 

V,  Tausche  Hdw.  Co   25.94 

The  Art  Glass  Co   1.38 

Reuben  Lange   10.00 

Baker  &  Niebuhr    24.00 

L.  M.  Goddard  &  Co   30.80 

American  Foundry  Co   29.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.00 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   4.00 

Clara  Sherwood    13.00 


Total   $1,354.49 

January  5,  1914. 

G.  A.  Keller   $  19.00 

Lyon  &  Healy    36.75 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   3.30 
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West  Disinfecting  Co   10.25 

Baker  Paper  Co   10.00 

Peter  Trinkes    4.40 

Armour  &  Co   3.75 

Chas.  L.  Weis    23.61 

Josten  Hdw.  Co   9.80 

K.  S.  Knutson    14.92 

Emil  F.  Briebach   3.48 

Andrew  Olson    6.23 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co.  . ,   1.85 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery  Co   23.41 

Philip  McMahon    106.45 

Fred  Dittman  Hdw.  Co   1.51 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co.   2.00 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   10.39 

Tenneson  Pederson  Coal  Co   1,347.34 

Ratz  &  Marquardt    128.62 

Commercial  Testing  &  Engineering  Co   15.00 

August  H.  Ranis   1.90 

J.  Torrance  &  Son   20.67 

Otto  Granke    75.00 

Charles  Scheitzach    7.26 

Robert  Scheitzach    1.05 

John  S.  League   3.00 

John  Harget    32.81 

V.  Tausche  Hdw.  Co.   31.64 

Gateway  Lbr.  Co   6.40 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   3.04 

Pfafflin  &  Manke    7.17 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   7.26 

Wm.  Scheitzach    17.59 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   274.21 

Ginn  &  Co   53.00 

S.  Gantert  Furniture  &  Rug  House   1.86 

J.  B.  Murray    2.40 
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Edward  E.  Dow    2.00 

Hoeschler  Bros   43.25 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros.  Typ.  Co   37.50 

Percy  Bentley    15.00 

James  Forrer   123.90 

M.  F.  Hayes   11.65 


Total   $2,561.62 

January  12,  1914. 

Schilling  &  Sons   $  8.82 

Chas.  L.  Weis   2.01 

C.  L.  Colman  Lbr.  Co   5.49 

Aug.  Miller  &  Son   9.80 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   1.18 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   2.16 


Total   $  29.46 

February  2,  1914. 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co  $  483.49 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   2,065.69 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   364.39 

Allyn  &  Bacon   30.33 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   32.68 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  &  Co   18.80 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   24.39 

Gregg  Publishing  Co   22.70 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   6.40 

Houghton,  Mifflin  Co   61.47 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co   41.80 

Newson  &  Co   56.27 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co   17.61 

Rand  McNally  &  Co   64.40 
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Ginn  &  Co   133.30 

The  Public-School  Publishing  Co   60.75 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co   27.60 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn  &  Co   47.20 

American  Book  Co   174.21 

The  MacMillan  Co   33.20 

Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   .90 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   104.44 

Chas.  L.  Weis   17.70 

Garder  Printing  Co   11.50 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   4.80 

Frederick  Post  Co   5.87 

Boothby  Print  Shop   4.21 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   9.40 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   3.56 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   144.90 

Mrs.  Priebe    .52 

Hammes  Bros    3.09 

R.  H.  Hoefle    6.07 

The  Sanitary  Market    .80 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Company   14.61 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Co   2.70 

DiUon  Bros   3.00 

Maendler  Bros   82.72 

L.  C.  Smith  &  Bros.  Type.  Co   7.00 

Josten  Hardware  Co.   7.80 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  Co   6.75 

E.  H.  Sargent  &  Co   8.31 

Thomas  Charles  Co   12.90 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   5.30 

Arctic  Ice  &  Fuel  Co   3.00 

G.  A.  Keller   42.50 

J.  B.  Knutson    28.20 

Theresa  Tausche    11.00 

Alice  Matiak   2.34 
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The  Beutler  Grocery  Co   134.36 

C.  &  F.  Schubert   9.02 

J.  M.  Holley,  Jr   2.39 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   20.75 

John  Miller   9.60 

John  Harget    15.66 

Wm.  Scheitzach    12.69 

\V.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   5.49 

The  Mormon  Coulee  Brick  Works   6.30 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   .05 

The  Art  Glass  Co   11.27 

Christ  Larson    46.67 

Badger  Steel  Roofing  &  Corrugating  Co   1.25 

J.  H.  Fietz    1.20 

Segelke  &  KohUiaus  Mfg.  Co   16.90 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   7.04 

Benton  Electric  Co  '   68.01 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.75 

Peter  Trinkes    2.00 

Philip  McMahan    48.56 

M.  F.  Hayes    11.25 

A.  H.  Andrews  Co   60.40 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   7.50 

Reuben  Lange    10.00 

Emma  Kinservik    5.50 

Christ  Seiler    32.30 


Total   $4,905.48 

February  12,  1914. 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co  $  5.36 

Aug.  Miller  &  Son   4.07 

Pacific  Electric  Co   27.88 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.65 
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Jas.  J.  Smith   3.92 

Jas.  G.  Johnson  &  Co   28.98 

Eberhard  Faber    1.82 

August  H.  Ranis   23.47 


Total  $  99.15 

February  21,  1914. 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co  $  6.49 

C.  J.  Swenson    12.37 

Chas.  L.  Weis   8.13 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   15.68 

Benton  Electric  Co   196.20 


Total   $  238.87 

March  2,  1914. 

Silver,  Burdetl  &  Co  $  17.61 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   15.00 

Macmillan  Co   122.00 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn  &  Co   10.46 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   116.16 

Allyn  &  Bacon   25.00 

Ginn  &  Co   41.90 

Whitcomb  &  Barrows   1.21 

American  Book  Co   26.22 

Lyons  &  Carnahan    63.80 

Little,  Brown  &  Co   13.13 

Newson  &  Co   13.13 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co   3.50 

A.  H.  Andrews  Co   10.08 

G.  A.  Keller   8.00 

Norman  C.  Hayner  Co   8.57 

Standard  Oil  Co  79 


I 
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Associated  Manf.  Co   52.43 

J.  I.  Holcomb  Mfg.  Co   49.40 

Vote-Berger  Co   21.95 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   35.95 

E.  F.  Pahl  Co   18.21 

La  Crosse  Paper  Box  Co   .20 

Baker  Paper  Co   31.18 

Red  Wing  Stoneware  Co   5.80 

J.  B.  Murray    7.20 

Thomas  Charles  Co   65.91 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   50.26 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   40.60 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   27.04 

Mrs.  Priebe    1.32 

Temte  &  Syverson   2.01 

Sanitary  Market    1.70 

R.  H.  Hoefle  73 

E.  R.  Barron  Co   25.20 

Mrs.  Andrew  Olson    3.10 

Hammes  Bros   12.24 

K.  S.  Knutsen    10.77 

Frank  Parizek   1.35 

Jos.  Wolf  38 

E.  F.  Briebach    .72 

Mrs.  Lee    2.13 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   2.05 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   4.70 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   6.30 

Vernon  V.  Viner   22.20 

John  Harget    4.03 

A.  J.  Ness   9.25 

Benton  Electric  Co   2.11 

Christ  Groscopf    1.00 

La  Crosse  Wrecking  &  Lumber  Co   10.00 

Alfred  James    .70 
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C.  H.  Bartz  40 

Mike  Desmond    2.50 

Philip  McMahan    22.54 

Peter  Trinkes    1.00 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co   1.50 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.75 

M.  F.  Hayes    2.75 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   1.00 

Christ  Seller    28.95 

Theresa  Tausche    10.00 

Alice  Matiak    2.22 

J.  B.  Knutson    24.86 

Beutler  Grocery  Co   135.87 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   2.93 

The  Wm.  Doerflinger  Co   8.71 

Ratz  &  Marquardt    492.00 

Frederick  Post  Co   3.07 

Edward  E.  Dow    4.00 

John  G.  Beranek   19.00 

Oscar  Houck,  M.  D   1.50 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co   1.02 

Reuben  Lange    10.00 

L.  P.  Benezet   73.57 

Baker  Paper  Co   25.76 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   28.42 

Chris  Larson    66.83 

Louise  Koethe    449.25 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   804.92 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   33.98 

D.  Appleton  &  Co   3.00 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   36.85 


Total   $3,361.83 
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March  10,  1914. 

Benton  Electric  Co  $  1.03 

Art  Glass  Co   4.93 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   10.36 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   4.18 

Chas.  L.  Weis    1.22 

John  Manke    1.47 

Woodley  Slate  Co   32.62 

March  20,  1914. 

Standard  Oil  Co  $  5.89 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.58 

Benton  Electric  Co   2.16 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co   22.34 


Total   $  89.78 

April  6,  1914. 

Century  Co  $  4.80 

H.  M.  Rowe    8.10 

AUyn  and  Bacon   65.48 

Macmillan  Co   8.31 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   12.58 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  &  Co   7.31 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co   7.62 

Newson  &  Co   9.72 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co   23.18 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons    20.00 

American  Book  Co   56.65 

Ginn  &  Co   13.48 

Silver  Burdett  &  Co   207.67 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   42.91 

Chas.  L.  Weis    3.00 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   16.25 
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Theo.  B.  Robertson  Soap  Co   24.27 

The  Roneo  Co   1.96 

S.  Y.  Gillan  &  Co  50 

Lyon  &  Healy    4.68 

Norman  C.  Hayner  Co   8.75 

Imperial  Brush  Co   9.87 

A.  H.  Andrews  Co   15.40 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   120.06 

Inter-State  Oil  Co   2.65 

Ori  J.  Sorensen    5.10 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   .45 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.75 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

Mrs.  Priebe    .40 

The  Sanitary  Market    2.20 

R.  H.  Hoefle  83 

Jos.  Wolf   93 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee    3.70 

C.  &  F.  Schubert   3.39 

Frank  Parizek    1.15 

Emil  F.  Briebach    2.04 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   2.99 

K,  S.  Knutsen    17.65 

J.  B.  Knutson    31.23 

Hammes  Bros    16.26 

Arctic  Ice  &  Fuel  Co   2.80 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   44.49 

Anna  F.  Hallock   30.50 

Jos.  Schubert    .75 

Josten  Hdw.  Co   .30 

H.  M.  Sieger    3.18 

Inland  Printing  Co   7.50 

Beutler  Bros    133.30 

Theresa  Tausche    11.00 

Alice  Matiak   2.70 
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Christ  Seller    33.33 

G.  A.  Keller   20.75 

B.  E.  McCormick    10.60 

W.  B.  Tscharner   21.24 

Lewis  Institute    .62 

V.  Tausche  Hardware  Co   47.87 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   4.05 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   5.62 

M.  F.  Hayes   26.05 

Andrew  Olson    1.00 

Geo.  Oelschig    2.00 

Henry  Moe    2.70 

Henry  Nelson   2.01 

Arthur  Krause    4.90 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   .53 

Ed.  L.  Kenyon   3.75 

John  Reichgelt    9.89 

John  Harget    40.97 

Fred  Lachman   3.07 

Art  Glass  Co   3.50 

Ratz  &  Marquardt    2.95 

Dillon  Bros   1.00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   1.13 

Edward  E.  Dow    12.00 

Reuben  Lange    10.00 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   29.00 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   750.63 

Henry  A.  Jolivette    86.10 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   708.71 

Cargill  Coal  Co   57.40 

Emma  Kinservik    4.80 

H.  W.  Hirshheimer   14.00 

Anderson  Carpet  Co   16.20 


Total   $2,995.16 
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April  15,  1914. 

Williams  &  Eklund  $  9.80 

Scotch  Oil  Co   1.72 

La  Crosse  Scrap  Iron  &  Metal  Co   3.14 

The  Art  Glass  Co   5.04 

Pfafflin  &  Manke    1.18 

Benton  Electric  Co   38.06 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   2.11 


Total   $  61.05 

April  25,  1914. 

The  Art  Glass  Co  $  1.08 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   3.15 


Total   $  4.23 

May  4,  1914. 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co  $  273.70 

Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co   2,860.66 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   1,234.86 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co   6.80 

Henry  Holt  &  Co   12.00 

American  Seating  Co   1.50 

Stuart  Sanitary  Supply  Co   4.50 

Chas.  L.  Weis  60 

Mariner's  Pharmacy   7.63 

Library  Bureau    3.00 

Wilder  &  Co   8.89 

K.  S.  Knutsen    2.35 

Goodyear  Rubber  Co   8.04 

J.  B.  Murray    6.12 

The  National  Geographic  Society    1.50 

The  Vote-Berger  Co   15.25 

F.  H.  Thomas    5.00 

Aug.  Miller  &  Son   2.05 
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Peter  Trinkes   2.25 

H.  A.  Reneau   31.25 

E.  R.  Barron  Co   10.28 

Lavaque  Sanitary  Grocery    5.11 

Vote-Berger  Co   52.50 

L.  M.  Goddard  &  Co   22.76 

Mrs.  Mary  Matesky    2.30 

Mrs.  Telagia  Banarik   2.30 

Mrs.  Mary  Czechowicz    .58 

The  Powers  Regulator  Co   3.58 

Mr.  Sam  Knight    1.93 

E.  C.  Krause   3.95 

PfaffUn  &  Manke   11.65 

American  Foundry  &  Furnace  Co   8.40 

John  Bey   3.50 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co  27 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   1.09 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   1.47 

Benton  Electric  Co   6.27 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.75 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

Spence-McCord  Drug  Co   49.99 

Philip  McMahan    35.75 

V.  Tausche  Hdw.  Co   30.10 

The  Advance  Paper  Co   70.00 

Mrs.  B.  P.  Lee   1.46 

Lavaque 's  Sanitary  Grocery   11.87 

L.  J.  Snow  30 

Hammes  Bros   6.80 

K.  S.  Knutsen   6.79 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   3.64 

Northern  Machinery  Co   3.48 

Chas.  L.  Weis    4.51 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Co  30 

Peter  Trinkes   2.25 
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Reliable  Steam  Laundry    1.18 

C.  Seller    25.55 

Miss  Theresa  Tausche    8.50 

Miss  A.  Matiak    2.06 

Mrs.  M.  Bosshard    2.78 

Beutler  Grocery  Co   100.57 

Wm.  Layman    1.75 

Julius  Zander   1.01 

John  Miller   7.00 

John  Harget   35.88 

L.  P.  Benezet   7.42 

M.  F.  Hayes   1.00 

Emma  Kinservik    6.00 


Total  $5,090.58 

May  14,  1914. 

Jas.  H.  Smith   7.94 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   10.00 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   17.35 

August  H.  Ranis   5.63 

Alfred  James    5.44 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   1.99 

The  Art  Glass  Co   3.43 

Sta-Rite  Engine  Co.   17.44 

Gateway  Lumber  Co   .49 

Williams  &  Eklund   5.88 

Reuben  Lange   10.00 


Total  $  85.59 

May  26,  1914. 

Gateway  Lumber  Co    $  .98 

C.  J.  Swenson   3.G7 
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Chas.  L.  Weiss   4.31 

Benton  Electric  Co   1.76 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   19.96 


Total   $  30.68 

June  1,  1914. 

The  Tenneson-Pederson  Coal  Co  $  184.54 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   344.12 

A.  J.  Eberhart  Coal  Co   1,178.40 

Commercial  Testing  &  Engineering  Co   10.00 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co   235.69 

The  A.  S.  Barnes  Co   3.92 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co   3.46 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons   33.52 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co   31.21 

G.  A.  Keller   23.25 

Associated  Manufacturer 's  Co   74.97 

West  Disinfecting  Co.   12.83 

Stuart  Sanitary  Supply  Co   12.37 

S.  J.  de  Ranitz  &  Co   .25 

Thomas  Charles  Company   111.65 

Edgar  J.  Banks   12.00 

Frederick  Post  Co   13.19 

Eugene  Dietzgen  Co   64.20 

Emma  Fietz    .60 

Spence  McCord  Drug  Co   14.97 

Lyon  &  Healy    1.99 

Fred  Kroner  Hardware  Co   2.63 

Mrs.  Priebe   .48 

R.  V.  Abbato  25 

Hammes  Bros   6.26 

K.  S.  Knutsen    9.58 

F.  R.  Hickisch  &  Son   2.80 

The  Sanitary  Market    .55 
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C.  &  F.  Schubert  ,  1.64 

Lavaque's  Sanitary  Grocery   23.80 

The  E.  R.  Barron  Co   8.57 

Segelke  &  Kohlhaus  Mfg.  Co   10.60 

La  Crosse  Plow  Co   2.86 

V.  Tausche  Hdw.  Co   41.44 

N.  Haerter    15.00 

B.  E.  Hovind   3.50 

C.  H.  Stoelting    4.93 

L.  V.  Campbell    1.40 

M.  F.  Hayes   .75 

Philip  McMahan    39.05 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co   2.00 

La  Crosse  Telephone  Co   34.75 

0.  S.  Opsahl  60 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   6.12 

A.  J.  Ness    2.00 

The  Wire  Novelty  Mfg.  Co   .80 

John  Lange    16.50 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   .61 

V.  V.  Viner    14.38 

Charles  Scheitzach    3.50 

Robert  Scheitzach    30.42 

John  Harget    34.30 

La  Crosse  Gas  &  Electric  Co   239.19 

The  Century  Co   4.80 

Theodore  Kienahs    6.50 

James  R.  Kerr   2.50 

J.  B.  Murray   4.49 

Mrs.  Andrew  Olson    9.33 

Mat  Lunde    75.00 

Emma  Kinservik   3.30 

Reuben  Lange    10.00 


Total   $3,044.31 
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June  13,  1914. 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co  $  1.71 

J.  Torrance  &  Son   2.74 

Benton  Electric  Co   2.94 

Pfafflin  &  Manke  63 

W.  A.  Roosevelt  Co   4.53 

The  Sherwin  Williams  Co   34.20 

Chas.  L.  Weis    2.20 


Total   $  48.95 

June  26,  1914. 

Franklin  Iron  Works  $  18.09 

C.  L.  Colman  Lumber  Co   4.29 

The  Art  Glass  Co   2.30 

Wm.  Rehfuss    4.17 

Woodley  Slate  Co   70.34 

C.  J.  Swenson   1.96 

La  Crosse  Plumbing  Supply  Co   121.73 

John  Harget   3.50 


Total   $  226.38 


JOHN  G.  BERANEK,  Secy. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Board  of  Education. 

Gentlemen :  In  accordance  with  your  rules,  I  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30th, 
1914.  Follow^ing  the  custom  of  previous  years,  the  vari- 
ous tables  of  statistics  are  given  and  commented  upon, 
then  the  various  accomplishments  of  the  year,  and  finally 
a  program  of  changes  proposed  for  the  future. 

The  following  table  gives  the  result  of  the  census 
taken  a  year  ago  under  the  direction  of  Principal  H.  G. 
Hay  den : 

School  Census,  City  of  La  Crosse,  1913. 

Boys  Girls 


Four  years  old    272  257 

Five  years  old    316  294 

Six  years  old    301  302 

Seven  years  old    300  288 

Eight  years  old    264  273 

Nine  years  old    330  258 

Ten  years  old   329  312 

Eleven  years  old    264  255 

Twelve  years  old   258  281 

Thirteen  years  old   250  284 

Fourteen  years  old    278  299 

Fifteen  years  old   266  272 

Sixteen  years  old    320  328 

Seventeen  years  old    310  349 

Eighteen  years  old    304  408 

Nineteen  years  old    358  429 


Total 


4714 


4889 


A  TYPICAL  RECITATION  ROOM 
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Although  this  shows  a  falling  off  of  143  names  from 
the  figures  of  1912,  it  is  noticeable  that  there  is  a  gain 
in  the  number  of  children  from  the  ages  of  5  to  18  in- 
clusive, only  the  4  and  19  year  olders  suffering  any  con- 
siderable decrease. 

The  plan  of  having  the  various  principals  assist  is 
proving  helpful  to  them  later  on  in  checking  up.  The 
census  of  this  year  has  progressed  far  enough  so  that  we 
may  look  for  a  gain  over  last  year  in  spite  of  a  loss  of 
70  children  in  the  Orphanage. 

The  following  table  gives  the  main  facts  pertaining 
to  enrollment,  attendance,  etc.,  as  compared  with  the  fig- 
ures of  last  year: 

1912-13  1913-14 


Total  enrollment  for  the  year               4811  4946 

Average  number  belonging                  4012.9  4189.5 

Average  daily  attendance                     3901.9  4056.4 

Average  per  cent  of  attendance               96.9  97.3 

Pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy,  first 

semester                                           798  1196 

Pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy,  sec- 
ond semester                                   1215  1146 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness                3027  2960 

Number  of  cases  of  truanc}^                      73  62 

Number  of  cases  of  corporal  punish- 
ment                                                21  25 

Number  of  visits  of  commissioners ...      49  239 

Number  of  visits  of  others                   4529  4710 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness — teachers    255  250 
Number  of  half  days'  absence — teach- 
ers                                                853  592 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  general  improve- 


ment. Items  that  were  already  high  have  remained  at 
the  former  high  mark,w^hile  others  have  greatly  improved. 
Tardiness,  truancy,  and  the  need  for  corporal  punish- 
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inents  are  on  the  decline,  tardiness  especially  showing  a 
drop  of  1001  cases  from  the  figures  of  three  years  ago 
and  of  1386  from  four  years  ago.  These  are  simply 
straws,  pointing  to  greater  interest  in  school  work  and 
to  a  better  spirit  among  the  children. 

For  the  third  successive  year,  our  total  enrollment 
shows  a  considerable  gain  over  the  last  preceding  figure. 
Our  total  gain  for  the  past  three  years  is  practically  500, 
nearly  300  of  which  went  to  the  high  school,  and  the  rest 
largely  into  the  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  grades. 

I  may  state  in  passing  that  792  pupils  were  enrolled 
in  the  night  school  and  210  in  the  day  industrial  school. 

The  University  Extension  Division  enrolled  just  900 
persons,  about  two-thirds  of  whom  were  residents  of  La 
Crosse. 

The  two  business  colleges,  although  enrolling  large 
numbers  of  students,  draw  almost  entirely  from  the  ter- 
ritory outside  of  the  city,  but  may  be  estimated  as  taking 
care  of  another  thirty  residents  of  the  city.  The  Nor- 
mal School  and  the  County  Agricultural  School  enroll 
perhaps  another  hundred  and  fifty  residents  of  the 
city,  and  the  parochial  and  private  schools  of  the  city, 
including  the  St.  Michael's  Orphanage  and  the  Model 
Department  of  the  Normal,  enroll  about  1900. 


Public  Schools   4946 

Private  Schools  (est.)   1900 

Industrial  School  (day  and  evening)   1002 

University  Extension    623 

Business  Colleges  (est.)    30 

Normal  and  Co.  Ag.  Schools  (est.)    150 

Grand  Total   8646 


An  unusual  showing  for  a  city  of  approximately 
33,000  inhabitants.   I  know  of  no  city  of  our  size  which 
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can  show  a  like  record  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
university  towns. 

We  are  holding  our  young  people  in  school  to  an  un- 
usually increasing  degree  as  charts  A,  B  and  C  will 
show. 

It  will  be  observed  that  whereas  nine  years  ago,  only 
21  children  for  every  hundred  in  the  third  grade  ever 
entered  high  school  and  only  4  of  these  were  graduated 
now  78  for  every  hundred  enter  and  37  of  these  are 
candidates  for  graduation.  The  figures  of  a  year  a^o 
were  68  and  24  respectively,  and  the  average  for  cities 
of  5,000  or  larger  all  over  the  country  showed  24  and  9. 

A  comparison  of  the  figures  of  1914  with  those  of 
1913  led  to  an  investigation  of  the  cause  of  the  dropping 
out  of  pupils  who  last  year  had  been  in  the  5th,  6th  and 
7th  grades.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  same  classes  this 
year  (at  present  the  6th,  7th  and  8th  grades)  show  an 
actual  loss  of  179. 

The  investigation  as  to  what  had  become  of  these  re- 
sulted as  follows: 
Sickness 
Left  City 
Passed  16  Yrs. 

at  work 
At  work  on  permits 
Transferred  to  private 
or  Parochial  Schools 
In  business  college 
Total 


District — 


First 

4 

6 

3 

4 

1 

18 

Second  . . 

..  2 

26 

7 

2 

8 

1 

46 

Third 

1 

9 

11 

7 

11 

3 

42 

Fourth  .. 

..  1 

3 

4 

4 

6 

18 

Fifth 

,  ,  6 

6 

8 

7 

9 

36 
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Sixth    1       17       18        2  1 

Seventh  


39 


Totals  ...11  65  54  25  39  5 
Grand  Total  199 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  greatest  loss,  65,  came 
from  moving  away  to  other  cities.  To  offset  this  there 
were  only  20  who  came  into  the  city,  accounting  for  the 
difference  between  199,  the  actual  loss,  and  179,  the  net 
loss.  The  next  greatest  source  of  loss  came  from  over- 
age pupils  who  passed  their  16th  birthday  and  went  to 
work.  This  number  will  grow  less  with  each  succeeding 
year,  as  an  average  age  of  pupils  in  the  upper  grades  is 
lowered  by  more  rapid  progress  tlirough  the  elementary 
years. 

A  loss  of  39  to  the  parochial  schools  is  not  unusual,  as 
it  is  at  this  time  of  life  that  children  go  to  receive  re- 
ligious instruction,  prior  to  confirmation. 

The  statistics  of  the  industrial  school  show  210  chil- 
dren in  the  city  at  work  on  permits.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  know  that  only  25  of  these  were  granted  to  pupils 
of  the  upper  grades  in  the  public  schools.  A  few  have 
been  issued  to  high  school  students,  but  the  great  bulk 
of  them  have  been  given  to  pupils  of  the  private  and 
parochial  schools.  Our  principals  have  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated each  application  and  have  granted  the  permit 
only  when  convinced  that  it  was  an  absolute  necessity  to 
the  family  to  have  the  child  at  work. 

Summing  up :  Of  the  199,  the  schools  can  be  held  ac- 
countable only  for  the  54  who  became  16  years  before 
completing  the  course,  and  in  many  cases  this  over-age 
condition  was  caused  by  late  entrance,  by  previous  at- 
tendance at  country  schools  or  by  shifting  back  and  forth 
between  public  schools  and  parochial. 

During  the  past  week,  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  is- 
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sued  a  bulletin  giving  certain  statistics  of  cities  of  30,000 
or  over,  based  on  the  figures  of  1912. 

The  first  basis  of  comparison  was  that  of  average 
daily  attendance  per  100  inhabitants.  The  first  six  cities 
in  this  respect  were  four  wealthy  suburbs  of  Boston,  with 
practically  no  parochial  schools  and  very  few  factories 
employing  child  labor.  The  other  two  were  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  Hartford,  Conn.  The  average  attendance  per 
100  in  this  group  is  18.9.  The  lowest  in  the  list  were 
Dubuque,  Charleston,  Augusta,  Covington,  Ky.,  and 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  w^hose  average  attendance  is  7.9  per 
100  inhabitants.  In  the  case  of  Dubuque,  there  are 
nearly  as  many  children  in  the  parochial  as  in  the  public 
schools,  and  if  these  were  reckoned  in  the  figures  would 
no  doubt  reach  13  or  14  per  hundred.  The  average  of  all 
the  195  cities  is  10.9.  La  Crosse  this  year  has  13.7  pupils 
in  school  every  day  for  each  100  inhabitants,  counting 
public  schools  alone.  Estimating  the  average  daily  at- 
tendance of  privates  and  parochial  schools  at  1600, 
there  are  19  pupils  per  every  100  inhabitants  in  school 
every  day  in  La  Crosse,  a  trifle  better  than  the  average 
of  the  six  cities  which  head  the  list. 

Even  with  13.7,  however,  La  Crosse  ranks  among  the 
first  thirty-five. 

Another  interesting  table  gives  the  number  of  seats 
provided  for  the  grades  and  for  high  school  pupils.  The 
average  of  all  cities  is,  grades  90.8  per  cent,  high  schools, 
9.  2  per  cent.  The  corresponding  figures  for  La  Crosse 
are  80.3  per  cent  and  19.7  per  cent,  which  is  very  close  to 
the  percentage  obtained  from  the  respective  enrollments. 
In  other  words.  La  Crosse  has  more  than  twice  as  big  a 
percentage  of  its  pupils  in  the  high  school  as  the  average 
city  of  30,000  or  over. 

Another  feature  of  the  report  is  the  average  yearly 
expenditure  per  100  inhabitants.   This  comes  to  $491. 
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The  lowest  city  in  this  respect  is  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
which  spent  $169  per  100;  the  highest,  Pasadena,  Cal., 
spent  $899.  La  Crosse  for  that  year  fell  a  trifle  below 
the  average,  with  $485  per  100  inhabitants. 

Our  expenditures  for  the  year  just  closed  reach  $521 
per  100  inhabitants,  which  at  the  rate  at  which  school  ex- 
penditures have  increased  in  cities  all  over  the  country 
ought  still  to  be  below  average. 

It  costs  more  than  twice  as  much  per  year  for  each 
high  school  student  as  for  each  grade  pupil,  and  as  La 
Crosse  has  more  than  twice  as  big  a  percentage  enrolled 
in  its  high  school  as  the  average  of  the  195  cities  and  yet 
spends  less  than  the  average  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation, the  fact  that  the  expenditures  are  upon  a  very 
economical  basis  is  easily  apparent. 

A  year  ago,  I  showed  a  chart  giving  the  increase  in 
percentage  of  promotions  during  the  past  eight  years. 
The  figure  for  1912-13  was  93.9  per  cent,  and  I  had 
thought  that  this  j^ear  might  show  a  reaction.  This  year 's 
mark,  however,  is  slightly  better,  94.4  per  cent,  as  shown 
by  Chart  D.  At  that  time  also  I  showed  Chart  E,  giving 
the  increase  in  number  of  high  school  graduates  1905.  I 
estimated  that  the  class  of  1914  would  number  between 
116  and  122.  As  you  see  by  the  chart,  however,  we  gradu 
ated  125,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  pupils  who  made 
the  course  in  three  and  three  and  one-half  years.  The 
past  year  has  been  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
the  high  school.  The  total  enrollment  reached  942,  al- 
though the  greatest  number  enrolled  at  any  one  time  was 
866.  The  graduating  class  numbered  125  and  there 
promises  to  be  a  class  of  145  or  more  next  year.  The 
classes  in  compulsory  gymnasium  work  and  the  new 
swimming  pool  have  added  greatly  to  the  regular  exer- 
cise now  taken  by  all  students.  The  girls'  gymansium 
classes  brought  great  credit  to  themselves  and  their 
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teacher  by  a  splendid  exhibition  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  school  dramatics  and  forensics  were  quite  up  to 
the  high  standard  of  previous  years,  while  the  glee  clubs 
gave  a  remarkably  finished  production  of  the  "Pirates 
of  Penzance,"  the  main  credit  for  which  belongs  to  Miss 
MacLean,  who  was  loyally  supported  by  Miss  Wylie,  Miss 
Dunn,  and  Mr.  Gouldin. 

The  work  done  in  the  new  Hixon  Annex  surpassed  all 
prophecy.  The  completion  of  the  iron  fire  escape,  the 
manufacture  of  42  adjustable  drawing  tables  with  iron 
frames,  the  making  of  castings  needed  by  some  of  the 
grade  buildings  all  exceeded  our  highest  expectations.  In 
another  part  will  be  found  the  Director's  complete  re- 
port. 

The  scholarship  of  the  school  has  been  maintained  at 
its  previous  high  level.  The  best  test  of  this  comes  when 
our  graduates  move  on  to  other  schools,  which  they  do 
in  great  numbers.  Data  are  not  available  at  this  moment 
for  the  class  of  1913,  but  of  the  classes  of  1907-1912  in- 
clusive, 337  all  told,  246  persons  entered  either  college  or 
normal  school,  or  73  per  cent. 

We  have  been  told  that  our  graduates  can  be  de- 
tected at  once  in  normal  school  by  their  straight  thinking 
and  the  clear  expression  of  their  ideas;  and  of  400  or 
more  who  have  entered  higher  instituttions  within  the 
past  seven  years  only  one  has  been  ''conned  out"  at  the 
end  of  the  first  semester.  Three  others  became  lazy  and 
were  dropped  later  on,  but  this  was  the  fault  of  habits 
acquired  in  college,  for  during  their  first  semester's 
work  they  ' '  made  good. ' '  Wherever  our  graduates  have 
gone,  they  have  taken  the  lead.  In  the  State  University, 
the  smaller  colleges,  the  normal  schools  and  even  in  the 
eastern  collges,  our  graduates  are  found  among  the  lead- 
ers in  forensics,  literary  work,  dramatics,  athletics  and 
scholarship. 
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The  inspectors  from  the  University  visited  us  in  the 
fall  and  wrote  Mr.  McCormick  a  very  laudatory  letter, 
praising  the  morals  and  general  tone  of  the  school.  Out 
of  our  faculty  of  42,  only  five  are  leaving  us,  and  there 
is  every  indication  that  their  successors  will,  if  anything, 
strengthen  the  corps  as  a  whole. 

This  same  healthy  tone  and  enthusiasm  for  work  per- 
vaded the  grade  schools  as  well.  While  the  numbers  of 
children  entering  the  lower  grades  each  year  diminshes, 
if  anything,  the  upper  grades  continue  to  grow.  The 
eighth  grade  this  spring  enrolled  307  pupils,  a  new  high 
water  mark. 

I  have  noticed  with  pleasure  the  growing  ability 
among  the  pupils  to  express  themselves  in  good  English, 
and  have  observed  their  increasing  power  to  think 
stranght  and  reason  things  out  for  themselves.  I  feel 
that  the  questions  on  civics,  elementary  economics  and 
general  information  that  were  introduced  last  fall  have 
contributed  to  this  result. 

In  accordance  with  a  policy  announced  last  summer, 
ten  over-age  pupils  wha  manifestly  were  due  to  drop 
out  of  school  and  go  to  work  before  finishing  the  grades, 
were  transferred  to  the  high  school  as  special  pupils. 
Four  of  these  dropped  out  before  completing  a  semester. 
Two  of  the  others  hav€  won  sophomore  rank,  while  no 
one  has  failed  in  more  than  half  of  his  subjects.  These 
six  pupils  are  now  in  a  position  to  go  on  and  graduate, 
and  the  experiment,  we  feel,  has  been  a  success. 

For  the  third  summer  now,  we  are  conducting  a 
summer  school  for  ambitious  pupils  who  wish  to  skip 
half  a  year  or  pupils  who  fell  behind  because  of  sickness 
or  those  who  barely  failed  of  promotion  or  were  condi- 
tioned. Two  years  ago,  a  tuition  of  $5  was  charged,  and 
41  pupils  enrolled,  40  of  whom  made  a  promotion 
through  this  work.   A  year  ago,  the  tuition  was  cut  to 
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$2.50,  and  99  pupils  enrolled,  97  of  whom  were  success- 
ful in  the  work  which  they  attempted.  This  summer, 
with  the  tuition  down  to  $2.00,  we  have  an  enrollment  of 
126,  so  that  it  is  fairly  evident  that  the  enrollment  is  di- 
rectly proportional  to  the  decrease  in  tuition.  Some  35 
pupils  failed  to  appear  who  had  been  advised  by  their 
teachers  to  take  the  work,  and  who  had  agreed  to  do  so. 
In  looking  up  these  pupils,  we  found  in  very  few  cases 
where  there  were  telephones  in  the  homes,  which  leads  us 
to  suspect  that  the  tuition  at  the  last  moment  seemed  an 
insurmountable  obstacle.  It  seems  a  pity  when  each  child 
costs  us  $17  a  semester  to  allow  $2.00  to  stand  between 
any  child  and  his  promotion.  I  have  steadily  urged  the 
reduction  of  the  tuition,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so. 
When  the  money  that  is  put  into  one  fat  auto  tire  would 
prevent  20  children  from  losing  half  a  year  in  school,  it 
seems  to  me  rather  penurious  to  refuse  to  spend  it  for 
this  purpose. 

The  soul  of  any  school  system  is,  naturally,  a  corps 
of  efficient  and  interested  principals  and  teachers.  I 
feel  that  we  have  had  this  year  the  best  spirit  that  I  have 
yet  seen  among  the  teachers  of  La  Crosse,  and  am  pleased 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  our  corps  remains 
practically  intact  for  next  year.  We  have  suffered  two 
great  losses  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Donaldson  and  of  Mrs. 
Fowler,  two  kindly,  sincere  and  devoted  teachers  who 
have  put  their  stamp  upon  the  characters  of  hundreds  of 
our  young  people,  by  whom  they  were  singularly  loved. 

In  the  retirement  of  Albert  Hardy,  we  are  suffering 
another  great  loss.  As  one  looks  back  upon  his  long 
career ;  graduate  of  Oberlin  college,  for  four  years  a  vali- 
ant defender  of  the  Union,  principal  of  the  Milwaukee 
High  School,  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  La  Crosse, 
Vice  President  of  the  Platteville  Normal  School,  and  in 
his  old  age  one  of  the  most  vigorous,  progressive  and 
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optimistic  principals  that  I  have  ever  known,  on^  is  filled 
with  wonder  and  admiration.  He  rounded  out  fifty 
years  of  teaching,  twenty-eight  of  which  were  spent  in 
the  service  of  this  city,  and  the  last  years  were  among 
his  best.  La  Crosse  has  been  wonderfully  fortunate  in 
the  character  of  its  principals. 

The  Third  District  under  its  new  principal,  has  en- 
joyed a  good  year.  I  feel  that  Mr.  Shepardson  is  a 
worthy  successor  to  Mr.  Donaldson. 

The  taste  for  good  reading  has  been  sedulously  culti 
vated  among  the  pupils  of  grades  and  high  school  alike. 
A  branch  of  the  public  library  has  been  established  at  the 
Webster  School,  where  Miss  Ida  Erickson  had  long  been 
taking  books  for  the  smaller  children.  A  librarian  was 
engaged  for  the  high  school,  a  step  which  all  teachers 
agree  was  of  great  help.  It  was  originally  intended  that 
there  should  be  a  branch  of  the  public  library  established 
in  the  high  school  and  that  part  of  the  librarian's  salary 
should  be  paid  by  the  library  board,  but  the  library 
authorities  failed  to  live  up  to  their  part  of  the  agree- 
ment. The  reading  of  helpful  and  interesting  books  was 
required  of  the  pupils  in  the  upper  grades.  Once  give  a 
child  the  habit  of  reading  and  a  taste  for  good  literature, 
and  he  will  educate  himself  whether  the  school  pushes 
him  or  not.  The  policy  of  providing  more  interesting 
readers  has  borne  fruit  amazingly.  Where  the  pupils  in 
some  of  the  lower  grades  used  to  struggle  painfully 
through  three  or  four  books  a  year,  they  now  read  seven 
or  eight  and  ' '  cry  for  more. ' '  In  fact,  we  were  unable  to 
provide  books  enough  to  keep  them  busy  simply  through 
lack  of  funds. 

After  we  had  notified  the  finance  committee  of  the 
council  that  $114,500  was  the  smallest  amount  on  which 
we  could  possibly  squeeze  through  the  year,  we  were  cut 
to  $110,000.   The  committee  felt  that  they  had  done  all 
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they  could  for  us  under  their  own  straitened  circum- 
stances, but  it  absolutely  knocked  in  the  head  many  of 
our  plans  for  improvement  of  the  curriculum  and  of  the 
school  properties.  In  the  first  place,  we  had  to  abandon 
the  plan  of  a  new  boiler  room  at  the  Jefferson,  where 
the  janitor  is  absolutely  unable  to  walk  upright  as  he 
brings  in  his  fuel  and  carries  out  ashes.  Then  the  appar- 
atus for  the  playgrounds  went  by  the  board.  The  plan 
for  modern  toilet  rooms  in  the  place  of  the  old  time 
closets,  which  now  waste  enough  water  in  three  years  to 
pay  for  the  new  ones,  also  had  to  be  given  up.  About 
$3,000  worth  of  repairs,  badly  needed  on  the  buildings 
went  by  default.  As  a  result,  a  great  deal  more  money 
will  finally  have  to  be  spent  in  order  to  keep  certain 
parts  of  the  buildings  from  falling  down  on  the  chil 
dren's  heads. 

Only  about  two-thirds  as  much  paper  was  purchased 
as  usual,  as  an  accumulation  from  the  past  two  years  put 
us  ahead,  and  a  plan  has  been  adopted  to  sell  pencils, 
pens,  etc.  to  high  school  students  instead  of  furnishing 
them  free  as  formerly. 

The  plan  of  consolidating  the  7th  and  8th  grades  on 
the  north  side  enabled  us  to  dispense  with  one  teacher, 
thus  saving  $700.  We  are  closing  the  ungraded  room  at 
the  Hogal  School. 

We  are  cutting  down  the  high  school  drawing  classes 
and  requiring  the  supervisor  to  spend  half  her  time  in 
teaching  in  the  high  school,  thus  saving  half  the  salary  of 
a  teacher. 

We  had  to  abandon  our  plan  of  equipping  all  the 
schools  wtih  lanterns,  slides  and  views,  which  would  have 
added  so  greatly  to  the  work  in  geography  and  history. 

We  have  purchased  only  enough  coal  to  run  us  till 
January  1st,  although  it  would  have  been  a  saving  to  buy 
for  the  whole  winter  when  the  prices  were  low. 
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By  dint  of  all  these  deprivations  and  strenuous 
methods,  we  hope  to  get  through  the  year  without  a 
serious  deficit,  but  it  is  going  to  cost  the  city  more  in 
money  alone  than  if  we  had  the  amount  that  we  origin- 
ally asked,  not  to  mention  the  loss  in  teaching  efficiency 
from  insufficient  books  and  apparatus. 

Proposed  Changes : 

As  I  outlined  to  you  two  months  ago,  I  propose  next 
fall  to  concentrate  at  the  Logan  School  all  of  the  north 
side  8th  grade  pupils  and  those  of  the  7A,  and,  making  a 
radical  change  in  methods  of  instruction,  give  them  work 
along  the  line  of  high  school  methods,  although  the  sub- 
ject matter  is  not  greatly  altered  from  what  it  was  be- 
fore. 

The  great  change  consists  in  giving  the  boys  Manual 
Training  every  day  while  the  girls  take  cooking  or  sew- 
ing. Under  this  plan,  the  pupils  will  have  instruction  in 
five  different  subjects  a  day  instead  of  eleven  as  at  pres- 
ent. Eeacling,  Language,  English  Composition,  and 
Grammar  will  be  combined  under  the  head  of  English. 
The  new  course  will  eliminate  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
old  technical  grammar  and  call  for  more  work  in  self- 
expression,  both  oral  and  written.  If  the  pupils  com- 
plete the  regular  course  in  Arithmetic  and  also  a  thor- 
ough review,  the  remainder  of  the  term  will  be  devoted 
to  work  in  Algebra  along  lines  which  will  soon  be  famil- 
iar to  them  in  the  high  school.  History  will  combine  with 
it  work  in  Civics  and  the  application  of  historical  les- 
sons to  present  day  problems  in  political  economy.  The 
aim  will  be  to  induce  the  child  to  reason  things  out  for 
himself  rather  than  to  memorize  facts,  and  to  show  him 
that  there  are  other  sources  of  information  besides  his 
teacher  and  his  textbook.  The  fifth  recitation  period  is 
to  be  spent  in  drill  in  Penmanship,  and  combined  with 
this,  work  in  Spelling.   In  discussing  this  with  the  north 
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side  principals,  we  all  felt  that  this  work  was  too  im- 
portant to  be  omitted  or  included  along  with  other  sub- 
jects.  It  deserves  a  period  by  itself. 

In  order  to  make  this  change,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
discontinue  the  work  in  Manual  Training  and  Household 
Arts  in  the  grades  below  the  7 A.  The  majority  of  the 
teachers  and  principals  agree  that  this  is  a  wise  change. 
The  children  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  are  too  young 
to  have  acquired  the  power  to  direct  their  hands  intelli- 
gently. They  waste  more  material  than  the  effort  is 
worth.  Add  to  this  the  loss  caused  by  the  half  hour  spent 
in  going  to  and  from  the  various  centers,  and  you  can 
understand  why  the  teachers  do  not  consider  the  time 
well  spent.  It  will  allow  more  concentration  on  the 
fundamental  subjects  of  the  curriculum.  The  only  valid 
argument  in  the  old  days  for  teaching  Manual  Training 
to  the  pupils  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  was  that  a 
great  many  pupils  never  went  further  than  this  in  their 
schooling  and  unless  we  gave  them  Manual  Training  in 
these  grades,  they  would  never  get  any  of  it.  A  very 
small  proportion  of  our  pupils  now  leave  school  at  the 
end  of  the  fifth  grade,  and  the  little  smattering  of 
Manual  Training  that  they  would  have  obtained  under 
the  old  system  is  not  worth  the  time  that  was  spent  up- 
on it. 

If  the  new  system  works  well  on  the  North  Side,  I 
shall  hope  to  concentrate  upper  grades  in  two  of  the 
South  Side  schools  after  another  year.  There  is  plenty  of 
space  at  the  Washington  school,  where  three  rooms  are 
vacant  at  present,  and  where  a  splendid  assembly  room 
in  the  attic  could  be  finished  at  the  cost  of  less  than  a 
thousand  dollars.  There  is  ample  room  in  the  basement 
to  fit  up  a  kitchen  and  another  Manual  Training  shop. 

The  location  of  the  third  center  is  not  so  easy.  The 
natural  place  for  it  would  be  at  Eighth  and  Johnson 
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streets,  but  the  Hamilton  School  is  already  crowded  to 
over-flowing,  although  the  new  addition  is  only  two 
years  old.  As  I  pointed  out  to  you  not  long  ago,  the  con- 
centration of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  grades  in  these 
three  centers  will  eventually  result  in  our  extending  the 
work  to  include  the  9th  grade  as  well.  Our  high  school 
building  is  taxed  to  the  limit  of  its  capacity  at  present 
and  in  spite  of  our  125  graduates  will  have  just  as  large 
an  enrollment  in  the  fall.  I  am  wondering  where  we  can 
stow  all  of  the  pupils  who  will  enter  the  first  of  next 
February,  at  which  time  our  enrollment  ought  to  run  up 
to  925  at  least.  By  keeping  the  9th  grades  in  these  three 
centers,  which  we  might  call  Junior  High  Schools,  all  the 
problems  of  the  over-crowding  of  the  present  high  school 
building  will  be  solved.  Eventually  I  shall  hope  for 
additions  to  the  Logan  and  Hamilton  buildings  to  ac- 
commodate the  growing  needs  of  these  schools,  but  under 
the  present  financial  condition  of  the  city,  our  only  hope 
for  any  immediate  help  in  this  direction  would  have  to 
come  from  the  liberality  of  some  citizen  who  might  be 
willing,  like  Mr.  Hixon,  to  erect  an  annex  to  each  build- 
ing, which  would  contain  shops,  an  auditorium,  and  a 
gymnasium.  It  does  not  seem  at  all  impossible  that  up- 
on learning  of  this  need  some  of  our  fellow  citizens 
whose  incomes  are  far  larger  than  their  yearly  expend- 
itures might  be  willing  to  gain  for  themselves,  as  Mr.  Hix- 
on has,  an  enduring  place  in  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  their  fellow  townspeople. 

This  division  of  the  school  curriculum  into  what  is 
called  the  ' '  Six  and  Six  Plan, ' '  in  other  words  six  years 
of  elementary  methods  and  six  years  of  high  methods,  is 
rapidly  growing  in  favor.  Many  arguments  could  be 
advanced  in  its  behalf  which  space  forbids  my  recording 
here. 

Another  change  which  thoughtful  educators  are  con- 
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sidering  is  the  extension  of  the  high  school  course  to 
cover  practically  what  is  now  taught  in  the  first  two 
years  at  college  or  university.  The  great  crowding  of 
the  state  university  and  the  large  number  of  failures 
among  the  pupils  of  the  first  two  years  have  given  an 
added  impetus  to  this  scheme.  The  normal  schools  have 
of  late  offered  two  years  of  college  work,  but  a  feeling 
is  becoming  current  that  they  are  doing  so  at  the  cost  of 
lessened  efficiency  in  their  proper  work,  the  training  of 
teachers.  At  all  events,  the  fact  that  the  normal  schools 
are  offering  these  courses  need  not  deter  the  high  school 
from  extending  their  activities.  I  feel  that  in  time,  when 
the  ''Six  and  Six  Plan"  has  been  thoroughly  adjusted, 
we  shall  be  able  to  cover  nearly  as  much  work  in  the 
twelve  years  of  the  public  school  curriculum  as  now  is 
covered  by  the  pupil  who  has  finished  his  second  year  in 
the  university.  Every  modern  tendency  points  in  this 
direction.  The  high  schools  of  today  are  providing  a 
better  education  than  did  the  colleges  of  fifty  years  ago. 
We  have  only  scratched  the  surface  of  the  possibilities 
of  higher  diication  for  every  child. 

Turning  now  to  the  work  in  the  lower  grades,  I  pro- 
pose the  coming  year  to  make  a  beginning  along  the  lines 
of  promotion  by  subjects.  Thus  a  pupil  who  is  up  to 
grade  in  every  subject  save  Language,  for  instance,  may 
go  on  with  his  class  and  repeat  simply  the  one  study  in 
which  he  has  proven  deficient.  Eventually  by  means  of 
the  summer  school  or  ungraded  room,  this  failure  may 
be  made  up  and  thus  no  time  has  been  lost  as  would  have 
been  the  case  had  the  child  been  forced  to  repeat  a  whole 
grade. 

I  propose  also  to  let  the  children  understand  that 
whenever  they  are  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  next  grade 
in  any  one  subject,  they  shall  be  promoted,  whether  it  is 
the  beginning  or  the  middle  of  the  semester.   The  great- 
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est  curse  of  our  present  system  in  the  past  has  been-the 
discouragement  of  ambition  and  initiative  on  the  part 
of  the  pupils.  It  made  no  difference  whether  the  child 
did  his  work  exceptionally  well  and  achieved  a  rank  of 
98  per  cent  or  whether  he  barely  scraped  through  with 
72  per  cent  at  the  end  of  the  semester — he  was  no 
farther  along.  Certain  definite  lessons  were  measured 
out  to  him  each  day,  and  he  droned  through  them.  As 
one  recent  writer  has  said:  "The  result  of  measuring 
out  uniform  lessons  for  all  children  alike  was  that  there 
was  established  early  in  the  child 's  plastic  mind,  that  the 
thing  to  do  in  life  is  to  do  what  is  measured  out  to  do — 
never  any  more,  under  any  circumstances,  and  as  much 
less  as  possible,  under  all  circumstances." 

I  propose  that  as  soon  as  a  child  has  demonstrated 
his  ability  to  do  problems  of  a  certain  sort,  he  shall  at 
once  be  moved  on  to  the  next  step  in  advance.  This  is 
bound  to  break  up  the  class  uniformity,  and  result  in 
more  individual  work,  but  I  believe  it  can  be  handled 
without  decreasing  the  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher.  A 
recent  investigator  finds  that  in  the  average  American 
city,  some  44  per  cent  of  the  children  are  over-age,  while 
those  who  are  under  age  run  less  than  2  per  cent.  The 
basis  for  these  figures  is  as  follows: 

A  child  is  termed  under-age  who  enters  the  first 
grade  before  he  is  six  years  of  age,  or  enters  the  second 
before  he  is  seven,  or  the  third  before  he  is  eight,  etc.  A 
child  entering  the  first  grade  who  has  passed  his  sixth 
birthday  and  has  not  passed  his  seventh  is  called  normal, 
while  any  child  who  enters  the  first  grade  at  the  age  of 
seven  or  over,  or  who  enters  the  second  at  the  age  of 
eight  is  called  over-age.  This  chart  herewith  produced 
shows  a  study  of  the  conditions  in  the  schools  of  La 
Crosse.  It  will  be  observed  that  while  the  investigation 
of  which  I  spoke  found  44  per  cent  of  the  children  over 
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age  and  only  2  per  cent  under,  the  La  Crosse  schools  show 
34.7  per  cent  over  age,  while  23.7  per  cent  are  under 
age,  and  41.5  per  cent  are  normal.  What  is  more,  the 
five  lower  grades  show  actually  a  larger  number  under 
age  than  over.  With  the  introduction  of  the  system  of 
promotion  by  subjects,  the  increased  use  of  the  summer 
school  and  the  ungraded  rooms,  and  more  attention  to 
the  individual  child,  it  will  be  a  very  short  time  when 
our  laggards  will  be  more  than  offset  by  the  number  of 
those  who  make  the  course  in  less  than  the  customary 
eight  years.  This  is  advantageous  in  several  ways.  In 
years  ago,  the  average  child  who  completed  the  eight  year 
years  ago,  the  average  child  who  completed  the  eighth  year 
course  took  a  little  over  nine  years  to  accomplish  it.  If 
we  can  cut  the  time  to  seven  years,  it  will  mean  greatly 
decreased  enrollment  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
pupils  who  complete  the  course,  and  a  corresponding 
cut  in  the  expense  of  maintainng  the  schools. 

In  the  second  place,  it  will  instill  into  the  child  the 
ambition  to  push  ahead,  the  spirit  that  every  day  is  valu- 
able for  the  training  that  he  gets  out  of  it,  and  will 
teach  him  that  his  reward  in  life  is  proportionate  to  the 
thoroughness  and  speed  with  which  he  accomplishes  any 
given  task. 

It  is  now  four  years  since  our  present  schedule  of 
maximum  and  minimum  salaries  was  established,  and 
the  cost  of  living  has  gone  right  on  up  the  scale  in  the 
mean  time.  It  has  been  estimated  that  an  increase  of 
three  per  cent  a  year  is  necessary  if  one  merely  keeps 
pace  with  rising  prices.  And  for  the  expenses  which 
a  teacher  meets  three  per  cent  annually  will  not  do  this. 
Seven  years  ago,  one  could  get  very  good  board  in  La 
Crosse  for  $3.50  or  $4.00  per  week.  Today,  the  same 
grade  of  board  costs  $4.50  and  $5.00,  an  increase  of  25 
to  28  per  cent.   Room  rent  has  gone  up  even  more  rap- 
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idly.  Allowing  three  per  cent  a  year  for  four  years,  an 
increase  of  12  per  cent  on  our  present  maximum  for  2nd, 
3rd  and  4th  grades,  which  is  $625,  would  amount  to  $75. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  a  maximum  of  $700  set  for 
all  the  grades  from  1st  to  5th  inclusive,  with  $725  for 
the  6th  and  $750  for  the  7th  and  8th  grades.  As  I  have 
pointed  out,  this  will  barely  keep  pace  with  the  increased 
cost  of  living,  so  that  even  with  the  additional  pay,  a 
teacher  would  save  no  more  than  under  the  old  schedule 
four  years  ago. 

I  have  before  me  salary  schedules  of  37  cities  of  from 
15,000  to  70,000  population,  located  in  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  averaging  about  the  size  of  La 
Crosse.  The  average  maximum  salary  paid  to  eighth 
grade  teachers  in  these  cities  is  $779.16,  and  to  first 
graders  $763.61.  I  have  had  difficulty  in  obtaining  de- 
sirable teachers  many  times  of  late,  simply  because  our 
schedule  is  lower  than  the  average.  Only  a  year  ago,  I 
tried  to  get  a  teacher  who  was  just  graduating  from 
the  normal  school  but  had  had  three  years'  experience. 
We  offered  her,  for  the  ungraded  work,  $650,  which  is 
quite  a  little  above  what  she  would  have  received  for 
an  ordinary  grade  position.  Madison  offered  her  an  or- 
dinary grade  room  at  $700,  with  promise  of  a  steady  in- 
crease up  to  $900. 

It  is  very  easy  to  say,  ' '  We  can 't  compete  with  Madi- 
son." The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  we  must  compete 
with  Madison  and  with  other  cities  which  pay  as  much, 
or  suffer  marked  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  new 
teachers  whom  we  obtain.  We  have  been  able  in  the  past 
to  hold  a  surprising  number  of  unusually  strong  teach- 
ers, partly  from  the  fact  that  some  of  them  did  not  have 
the  first  grade  certificate  and  so  were  ineligible  for  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  or  Milwaukee.  Then  again,  some 
were  residents  of  La  Crosse,  and  were  willing  to  stay 
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here  on  small  salaries  just  to  be  with  their  families.  The 
recently  enacted  pension  measure  has  been  very  helpful 
in  preventing  losses ;  and  again  conditions  have  been  very 
pleasant  for  the  teachers  and  work  not  too  hard,  so  that 
nine  or  ten  who  left  us  have  been  very  glad,  later  on,  to 
return. 

A  number  of  these  conditions  are  now  changed.  All 
of  our  teachers  now  have  the  1st  grade  certificate  and 
other  states  are  enacting  pension  laws. 

As  our  veteran  teachers  retire,  one  by  one,  we  shall 
have  to  increase  our  salaries  or  fill  our  schools  solely 
with  La  Crosse  girls,  who  will  take  less  money  than  they 
could  obtain  elsewhere  for  the  sake  of  being  at  home. 

Too  much  inbreeding  is  bad  for  any  school  system; 
one  needs  new  blood  and  new  ideas  from  outside,  and  I 
should  dislike  to  see  more  than  a  third  of  our  teachers 
chosen  from  among  our  own  product,  which  is  about  the 
ratio  at  present. 

In  the  principalships  and  in  the  high  school  likewise, 
salaries  all  through  the  country  are  going  up.  There  is 
growing  competition  for  good  teachers  as  school  boards 
and  communities  in  general  begin  to  realize  that  the 
poorest  kind  of  economy  in  the  world  is  the  paying  of  a 
cheap  salary  to  a  cheap  man.  One  may  have  fine  build- 
ings and  the  best  of  equipment,  but  in  the  end,  it  is  the 
teacher  who  makes  or  mars  the  schools.  James  A.  Gar- 
field 's  definition  of  a  college  is  as  true  today  as  when  he 
first  gave  it.  I  sincerely  trust  that  before  it  is  time  to 
issue  our  next  contracts,  the  schedule  may  be  revised  to 
fit  present  conditions.  La  Crosse,  which  used  to  have  a 
very  poor  reputation  among  the  school  people  of  the 
state  ten  years  ago,  is  now  cited  as  a  city  whose  school 
system  is  a  model  for  others  to  imitate.  It  w^ould  be  a 
pity  to  take  a  backward  step  by  not  keeping  abreast  of 
the  times  in  the  salaries  paid  to  good  teachers. 
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I  thank  you  for  your  continued  support  and  confi- 
dence, which  I  appreciate  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  P.  BENEZET. 
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REPORT  OF  MANUAL  TRAINING  DEPARTMENT. 

La  Crosse,  Wis.,  June  12,  1914. 
To  Superintendent  L.  P.  Benezet. 

Report  of  Manual  Training  Dept.  for  the  school 
year  ending  June  12,  1914. 

Attendance  in  Grades. 

First  Semester,  September  1,  1913: 

Eighth  A    66 

Eighth  B    81 

Seventh  A   104 

Seventh  B   102 

Sixth  A   ...110 

Sixth  B   110 

Fifth  A   120 

Fifth  B   147 


840 

Second  Semester,  February,  1914: 

Eighth  A    79 

Eighth  B    96 

Seventh  A    99 

Seventh  B   109 

Sixth  A  112 

Sixth  B   115 

Fifth  A  153 

Fifth  B   139 


902 

Average  attendance  in  grades  871 

Attendance  in  High  School. 

First  Semester  156 

Second  Semester   198 
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Attendance  in  Different  Branches. 


Joinery    85 

Cabinet  making   100 

Wood  turning    65 

Pattern  making     50 

Foundry    30 

Forging    24 


Average  attendance  in  high  school,  177. 

Average  attendance  in  Manual  Training  Department 


including  grades,  1,048. 

Cost  of  Materials : 

Lumber   $  774.17 

Hardware    84.81 

Finishing  materials   47.01 

Drawing  supplies    105.54 

Foundry  and  forge   106.75 


Total   $1,118.28 

Money  taken  in  for  Materials: 

Industrial  School   $125.00 

Grades    32.75 

High  School    242.25 


Total   $400.00 

Materials  on  Hand: 
200  lbs  pig  iron. 
2000  lbs.  scrap  iron. 
70  lbs.  brass. 
10  lbs.  aluminum. 


y2  keg  3  inch  finishing  nails. 
1/2  keg  2  inch  finishing  nails. 

Brads : 

l^  box  or  15  lbs.  1  inch  brads. 
%  box  or  15  lbs.  1^4  inch  brads. 
y2  box  or  15  lbs  11/2  inch  brads. 
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Stain,  4  gallons. 
Shellac,  %  gallon. 
Screws : 

Flat  head   33  gross 

Blue  head  30  gross 

Lumber : 

Gumwood   60  feet 

Redwood   50  feet 

Cypress   50  feet 

White  Pine  50  feet 

Total  cost  of  materials  $1,118.28 

Amount  paid    400.00 


$  718.28 

Average  attendance   1,048 

Average  cost  per  pupil  $  .68 


Projects  made  by  the  boys  for  the  school : 
Fire  escape. 

Castings  for  42  drawing  tables. 

Filing  cabinet  for  Commercial  Department. 

Triple  mirror  for  Domestic  Science  Department. 

Shelf  and  brackets  in  library. 

Table  for  kindergarten. 

Table  for  Washburn  School. 

Make  up  cabinet  for  Masquers. 

Two  rubbing  tables  for  gymnasium. 

Two  vaulting  standards  for  gymnasium. 

Vaulting  block  for  gymnasium. 

Warming  oven  in  bench  room. 

Box  for  Mr.  Home's  office. 

Box  in  apparatus  room. 

Piano  bench  Hamilton  School. 

Case  for  maps  Hamilton  School. 

Cabinet  for  finishing  supplies. 
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The  commercial  value  of  all  work  done  by  the  stu- 
dents the  past  year  is  estimated  at  about  $1,200.00. 

Twenty  of  the  drawing  desks  made  at  the  high  school, 
sold  to  the  Industrial  School,  amounts  to  $50.00,  not  yet 
paid. 

Over  half  of  the  lumber  was  used  in  the  fifth  and 
sixth  grades,  together  with  Pattern  Making,  Joining  and 
Wood  Turning  in  the  high  school,  which  is  a  tolal  loss. 

I  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  reduce  this  item  next 
year. 

Over  $100  is  used  in  drawing  supplies  for  which  we 
get  no  returns. 

On  the  whole,  we  have  had  a  very  prosperous  year, 
but  hope  to  do  better  next  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  A.  PEART,  Supervisor. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 

La  Crosse,  June  20,  1914. 
Mr.  L.  P.  Benezet,  Supt.  of  Schools,  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

Dear  Sir :  I  herewith  submit  the  first  annual  report 
of  the  high  school  librarian,  Miss  Sherwood.  I  wish  to 
call  your  attention  especially  to  the  summary  of  the  at- 
tendance on  the  last  page.  These  figures  include  only 
those  who  consulted  books  during  their  regular  study 
periods,  no  record  having  been  kept  of  the  before  and 
after  school  visitors. 

The  experiment  has  been  a  great  success.  The  librar- 
ian reached  more  students  than  any  one  teacher  in  the 
building.  She  was  among  the  busiest  of  instructors. 
Through  her  many  students  became  acquainted  with  li- 
brary methods  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  them  to  be  in- 
dependent in  any  library.    For  many  it  was  the  first 
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visit  to  a  library,  and  I  believe  it  will  mean  the  '  *  library 
habit"  in  many  cases.  It  has  been  a  good  thing  and  I 
believe  the  Board  of  Education  is  warranted  in  continu- 
ing the  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  the  work  can  be  im- 
proved. Could  we  have  more  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  city  library  the  benefits  would  be  untold.  At  Madi- 
son this  state  of  affairs  exists  and  this  feature  of  high 
school  work  is  considered  indispensible  by  school  author- 
ities of  that  city.  There,  library  books  are  loaned  by  the 
city  library  to  the  high  school  library  for  brief  periods 
of  time.  Books  that  are  not  frequently  used,  except  at 
stated  times  in  connection  with  class  assignments,  are 
thus  brought  to  the  hands  of  the  students,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  city  is  saved  the  expense  of  buying  two 
sets  of  such  publications.  In  fact,  the  Madison  High 
School  library  has  all  the  earmarks  of  a  branch  of  the 
city  library.  Books  are  sent  there  in  numbers  because 
that  is  the  place  certain  books  will  be  of  greatest  benefit 
to  the  community  for  the  time  being.  There,  the  library 
is  being  taken  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  city  through 
the  school,  and  books  are  available  when  they  are  needed 
most  by  students.  It  saves  many  a  trip  to  the  city  li- 
brary after  school  hours,  or  perhaps  in  the  evening,  and 
best  of  all,  it  reaches  those  students  who  would  neglect 
to  consult  outside  references  at  all  if  it  were  necessary 
for  them  to  do  so  outside  of  school  hours. 

I  am  sorry  that  Miss  Sherwood  will  not  be  with  us 
next  year.  Her  work  was  very  satisfactory.  She  got 
along  with  students  without  friction;  she  was  painstak- 
ing and  a  conscientious  worker.  To  her  is  due  much  of 
the  credit  for  the  success  of  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  E.  McCormick. 
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Library  Report,  for  Year  Ending  June  12,  1914. 

The  librarian  first  took  charge  of  the  High  School  Li- 
brary on  October  22,  1913.  The  first  week  was  spent  in 
getting  the  books  into  some  semblance  of  order,  and  the 
library  was  opened  to  the  students  on  October  28th.  Not 
of  organization  completed.  No  records  for  checking  over 
until  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  December  was  the  work 
the  books  were  available  except  the  old  accession  book, 
which  had  not  been  kept  up  to  date.  As  nearly  as  can  be 
ascertained  the  library  contains  1,790  volumes,  which 
does  not  include  all  of  the  government  publications. 
There  are  missing  166  books.  Many  of  these  are  undoubt- 
edly worn  out,  others  have  been  transferred  to  the  text 
book  library,  and  many  are  unaccounted  for.  This  is 
particularly  irritating,  since  most  of  this  class  are 
either  parts  of  sets  or  very  valuable  books.  On  the  final 
checking,  June  8th,  but  one  book  was  missing  which 
was  here  last  December,  and  that  is  undoubtedly  in  the 
building. 

In  considering  the  books  drawn  from  the  library  it 
must  be  remembered  that  these  figures  represent  but  the 
smallest  part  of  the  amount  books  were  used,  as  books 
could  be  taken  from  the  library  only  over  night,  or  over 
the  luncheon  hour.  Even  with  these  restrictions  1,462 
books  and  magazines  have  been  drawn  out  b}^  teachers 
and  pupils  since  the  library  was  opened. 

The  books  have  been  classified  according  to  the  Dewey 
system.  Although  every  book  has  been  given  a  number, 
which  may  be  found  on  the  upper  left  hand  corner  of  the 
first  blank  page,  time  has  been  lacking  to  put  these  num- 
bers on  the  backs  of  the  books.  In  cataloguing,  although 
library  rules  have  been  followed  in  general,  the  librarian 
has  tried  to  keep  in  mind  the  needs  of  teachers  and 
pupils  rather  than  to  follow  technical  rules  laid  down 
for  the  needs  of  much  larger  and  more  general  libraries. 
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taioguing  of  history  and  literature  has  been  com- 
'.'ted.   It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  more  before  the 
close  of  the  school  year. 

A  great  amount  of  repair  work  has  been  done.  When 
books  are  kept  in  repair,  bindery  charges  and  general 
mending  are  held  down  to  a  very  small  cost,  but  books 
which  have  been  allowed  to  go  to  pieces  as  these  books 
have,  are  a  great  expense  and  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  to  put  in  shape.  Fifteen  dollars  has  been  spent 
in  binding,  and  the  librarian  has  mended  books  nearly 
every  day  this  year.  On  the  whole  the  books  are  in  fairly 
good  shape  but  there  are  still  many  loose  leaves  and  weak 
backs. 

Among  the  most  important  things  which  the  librarian 
has  accomplished  is  the  work  with  the  students.  Early  in 
December  as  soon  as  the  library  was  in  working  order, 
every  English  class  in  high  school  was  visited  so  that 
every  pupil  might  be  reached,  and  the  library  rules  were 
explained.  The  younger  pupils  were  also  taught  how  to 
use  encyclopedias  and  other  general  reference  works.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  second  semester  this  work  was  re- 
peated in  the  library  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  students. 
During  this  spring  vacation  the  librarian  visited  the 
Madison  high  school  library,  and  found  that  there  was  ia 
operation  a  system  by  which  every  student  was  taught 
the  use  of  the  card  catalogue,  and  how  to  find  books  on 
the  shelves.  As  soon  as  the  literature  had  been  cata- 
logued the  same  plan  was  tried  on  the  advanced  seniors 
here.  All  of  the  English  VIII  classes  were  invited  to  the 
library  for  three  class  periods.  Explanation  was  made 
of  the  classification  system,  the  arrangement  of  books  on 
the  shelves,  the  use  of  the  card  catalogue,  and  of  the 
more  complicated  books  of  reference  including  magazine 
!  dexes.  The  plan  worked  well  and  should  be  continued 
w.a'I  every  student  in  school  has  had  this  training.  In 
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this  connection  the  hearty  co-operation  and  helpful  sug- 
gestions of  Miss  Hackett  must  be  mentioned. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  given  the  librar- 
ian many  ideas  which  might  be  carried  out  another  year. 
Perhaps  she  may  be  pardoned  mentioning  a  few  of  them. 

Book  numbers  should  be  on  the  backs  of  the  books. 
Instead  of  labels  the  librarian  recommends  that  White 
Letterine  be  used  followed  by  a  coat  of  Pyrox,  a  shellac. 

Books  should  be  charged  out  on  slips,  similar  to  those 
used  by  the  Madison  high  school  library. 

Heavy  covers  for  the  current  magazines  should  be 
provided.  The  periodicals  have  hard  usage  and  covers 
would  greatly  prolong  their  usefulness. 

The  library  is  very  weak  in  books  on  American  his- 
tory and  American  literature,  as  well  as  in  general  refer- 
ence works.  This  weakness  should  be  remedied.  The  li- 
brarian has  had  hundreds  of  calls  for  the  following 
books  which  she  hopes  will  be  added  to  the  library  with- 
out delay:  Hale — Man  Without  a  Country;  Poor  Rich- 
ard 's  Almanac ;  Bible  with  concordance. 

The  attendance  report  for  the  year  is  attached.  It 
speaks  for  itself. 

The  librarian  has  had  a  very  pleasant  year.  The  cor- 
dial support  of  the  teachers  and  the  fine  attitude  of  the 
students  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  Could  the  city  li- 
brary have  been  more  ready  to  help  much  more  might 
have  been  accomplished,  nevertheless  the  year  has  not 
been  a  failure  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 

Respectfully, 
CLARA  M.  SHERWOOD. 
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10 

11 
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1899 

29 

9 
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1900   

27 

17 

46 

7 

27 

27 
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157 

1901.   

25 

12 

20 

9 

21 

9 

8 

106 

1902    

24 

15 

34 

15 

25 

23 
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142 

1903   

17 

22 

33 

28 

10 

22 
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137 

1904  -   

28 

18 

45 

12 

23 

24 

6 

156 

1905  

25 

11 

46 

19 

31 

20 

10 

162 

1906   

31 

25 

41 

26 

29 

21 

22 

195 

1907..  

32 

19 

52 

20 

22 

26 

26 

197 

1908...  

28 

21 

42 

26 

39 

33 

27 

216 

1909  

38 

26 

42 

27 

48 

31 

21 

233 

1910   - 

31 

26 

46 

20 

32 

38 

29 

221 

1911   

24 

40 

45 

16 

47 

45 

37 

255 

1912    

22 

35 

37 

15 

40 

44 

40 

233 

1913...  

36 

46 

57 

17 

40 

54 

64 

314 

1914  

42 

44 

48 

19 

53 

50 

88 

344 

ENROLLMENTS  AND  NUMBER  OF  GRADUATES  (I) 
OF  LA  CROSSE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


High  School  Enrollment 

Date 

1st  Semester    2nd  Semester 

Total  for 
the  year 

H.  S. 
graduates 

Graduat's 
from  the 
grades 

Total 
School 
Enroll. 

1875-6 

69 

4 

1876-7 

87 

17 

2047 

1877-8 

112 

2199 

1878-9 

127 

8 

2318 

1879-80 

125 

1 

2482 

1880-1 

112 

9 

2637 

1881-2 

125 

4 

2675 

1882-3 

137 

5 

2854 

1883-4 

141 

10 

3029 

1884-5 

145 

5 

3191 

1885-6 

174 

11 

3525 

1886-7 

170 

11 

92 

3879 

1887-8 

185 

13 

79 

4246 

1888-9 

184 

8 

76 

4589 

1889-90 

212 

13 

86 

4467 

1890-1 

211 

11 

74 

4490 

1891-2 

223 

20 

80 

4755 

1892-3 

227 

21 

95 

4870 

1893-4 

262 

24 

95 

5070 

1894-5 

241 

16 

56 

4944 

1895-6 

244 

27 

44 

5120 

1896-7 

263 

29 

115 

5644 

1897-8 

298 

38 

96 

5766 

1898-9 

321 

25 

154 

5533 

1899-1900 

361 

20 

151 

5587 

1900-01 

379 

42 

98 

5742 

1901-02 

328 

20 

136 

5353 

1902-03 

329 

34 

132 

5290 

1903-04 

320 

39 

150 

5227 

1904-05 

356 

27 

152 

5095 

1905-06 

410 

26 

173 

4978 

1906-07 

471 

39 

171 

4845 

1907-08 

401 

431 

501 

50 

189 

4743 

1908-09 

451 

501 

550 

44 

212 

4785 

1909-10 

456 

506 

559 

82 

192 

4461 

1910-11 

471 

585 

615 

77 

218 

4455 

1911-12 

597 

643 

698 

84 

193 

4601 

1912-13 

688 

776 

846 

103 

250 

4811 

1913-14 

813 

868 

942 

125 

256 

4946 

CLASS  OF  1913. 


X — Janet  A.  Anderson 

Riitli  J.  Anderson 

Malinda  R.  Bartel 

Edna  Birnbaum 
z — Emma  Irene  Bjornstad 

Chester  N.  Blystad 

Gregory  Terence  Boschert 
z — Riitli  Evelyn  Boynton 

Ragnliild  Braatlien  z- 
z — Louise  C.  Brown  z- 

Loretta  Buck 

Helma  Bue  z- 

Jolm  C.  Caldwell 

George  MacMillan  Cargill 

Charles  Edward  Colman 
(o)z — Joseph  Hixon  Colman 

Louise  Cunningham 

Agnes  C.  Denny 
z — Kenneth  Wallace  Dickens 

Arthur  Edwin  Dornbach 

Lorine  E.  Dorsey 

Carl  J.  Ducke 
X — Helen  Clarke  Dyson 

Eugene  Theodore  Edwards 

Arthur  Elliott  z- 
X — Otto  Endres 
(b)x — James  Evans  z- 

Robert  Arthur  Farnam 

Bernard  T.  Ferris 

Milton  A.  Figgie  z- 

Ella  Mae  Forbes 

Irene  D.  Forbes 

Walter  D.  Forschler 

Edward  C.  Fox 

William  Frisch 
z — Edward  A.  Fuhlbruegge 

Mary  Cecelia  Graf 

Theresa  Gutzke  (a)z- 

Elsie  Marie  Halik 

Magdalene  M.  Harmacek 

Ann  Adele  Herrington 

Alvah  Moore  Hill 

George  L.  Howe 

Eugene  Field  Hundredmark 

Harold  M,  Jacob 
z — Theodore  M.  Johnson 

Emil  W.  Justin 


Marcella  E.  Keller 
Ralph  Bernard  Kindley 
Fred  F.  Klaye 
Zita  Margaret  Knothe 
Gretchen  Irene  Krueger 
George  Arthur  Layman 
Frances  Catherine  Ledwith 
Ruth  B.  Linker. 
-Margaret  Linse 
-Claire  E.  Lucas 
Ella  M.  Manke 
-Julius  C.  Marquardt 
Clayton  B.  Marvin 
Stephen  Martindale,  Jr. 
Edger  L.  McCahan 
Genevieve  Mcllquham 
Theresa  McKnight 
Raymond  A.  Merman 
Cyrus  Bertrand  Minshall 
Russell  Millington 
Blanche  Estelle  Mulder 
Archie  Neilter 
Howard  King  Oakes 
Mary  O'Connell 
-Junita  Oehler 
Benjamin  Ott 
-Katherine  Alice  Rendler 
Alvin  C.  Rennebohm 
Albert  C.  Renner 
-Esther  Risberg 
Sarah  Frances  Roche 
Eleanor  Roellig 
Marguerite  C.  Rohde 
Claude  Carl  Rupp 
Kenneth  Earle  Salzer 
Harold  Seielstad 
Arthur  F.  Schubert 
-Oscar  Simenson 
Dorothy  Elizabeth  Smith 
W.  Lester  Smith 
Lilian  Beatrice  Smith 
V.  Pauline  Smith 
Earle  J.  Spellum 
Mabel  M.  Stanton 
Arthur  Leander  Strum 
Hazel  I.  Summers 
Armand  J.  Tuteur 
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(ieor.e:e  Lord  Van  Aukeii  ]\[arie  Zeisler 

William  Walter  Wagnor  — First  Honors — June 

Vernie  A.  Warninger  (o) — Second  Honors — June 
Russell  Webb 

Amy  Alden  AVheaton  (a)— First  Honors— February 

Albert  Wiebreeht  (b) — Second  Honors — February 

(*)z — Poorest  Emerson  Witcraft  x — (graduated  in  Three  Years 

Harry  A.  Young  z — (Graduated  in  Y^ears 


CLASS  OF  1914. 


George  Leonard  Adair 
Clarence  C.  Alleman 
Arthur  Bangsberg 
Azel  Packard  Barney 

X — Harold  N.  Beisel 

X — Georgina  Berg 

X — Dorothy  Margarite  Blatter 

X — Julien  L.  Bloom 
Margaret  Boschert 
(b) — Lloyd  L.  Bovee 
Raymond  Brink 
Arthur  F.  Bull 
Klea  Carleton  Bullock 
Vera  A.  Bunce 
Mary  Katharine  Burton 

Katliryn  Louise  Byers 
Jessie  L.  Callaway 
Bessie  D.  Carlstrom 
Marion  A,  Chopieska 
Helen  May  Clarke 
Laura  B.  Clements 
Margery  M,  Colgan 
Esther  Ingerta  Dahl 
Marion  Lucile  Dawson 
William  Edward  Denigan 
John  Desmond 
Albert  Louis  Dittman 
Charlotte  W.  Dittman 

X — Arthur  R.  Evans 
Henry  O.  Evjen 
Carrol  M,  Forbes 
Winifred  Forbes 
Frank  J.  Funke 
Eunice  G.  Gibson 
(o) — Raymond  Carl  Grams 
Karl  Borge  Gunderson 
Glen  W.  Halik 
Lois  Hammersberg 
Floyd  Elmer  Hansen 
Herman  Palmer  Hansen 


Harry  West  Hirshheimer 

Frances  Mabel  Holmes 

Knut  Hoegh  Houck 
X — Rudolf  B.  Horschak 

Leona  Hussa 
X — Gerald  Francis  Hyde 

S.  Marie  E.  Hyde 

Gertrude  E.  Ives 

Elizabeth  M.  Keizer 

Felicitas  Kelly 

Paul  Robert  Kevin 

Emma  Louise  Kinservik 

Irvin  Knutson 

George  C.  Kreutz 

Hilda  O.  Larson 
X — Villa  L.  Layland 

David  Philip  Lewis 

Jerry  A.  Lilly 

Esther  Linker 

Elfriede  A.  Luening 

Asta  B.  Lund 

Ethel  E.  Mabie 

Camilla  A.  Mac  Willie 

Malcolm  P.  Maine 

Paul  L.  Marcou 

Harry  J.  Marshall 

Anna  Louise  Martin 

Isabel  McCabe 
X — Jean  Knowlton  Merwin 

Florence  E,  Miller 
X — John  Sidney  Mitchell 

Grace  Hunter  Mowry 

Marion  Catharine  Neprud 

William  A.  Niebuhr 

Adelbert  John  Alois  Noetzel 

Jessie  Nyhus 

Walter  I.  Oeschger 

Archie  Olberg 

Myrtle  Blanche  Olseu 

Minnie  E.  Olson 


Henry  G.  Otten 
Walter  R.  Palechek 
Lora  B.  Palmer 
-Fred  J.  Papenfuss 
Lily  M.  Pengra 
Lester  Lloyd  Pope 
Elizabeth  Rawlinson 
Mary  Redpath 
Mabel  Forbes  Reid 
-Leiiora  I.  Roellig 
Dean  Root 
Griselda  S.  Rupp 
Beatrice  Saltz 
Marian  Elizabeth  Sanford 
Gladys  Eleanor  Schaller 
Helen  S.  Schoenheider 
-Elinore  Louise  Schweizer 
Florence  Seitz 
-Martha  Olea  Skaar 
Thomas  H.  Skemp 
Albert  George  Stoiber 
Alice  Barbara  Taylor 
Harold  B.  Taylor 
Theodore  J.  Thorsen 
William  J.  Tomsicek 
Esther  Marie  Tuttle 


X — Adolph  H.  Verket 
Hazel  Bernice  Viets 
Esther  Wager 
z — Ruth  Wallace 
Viola  E.  Wallace 
Mildred  Waters 
Hilda  Anna  Weimar 
z — Alta  Wein 

John  Jay  Weisse 
(a)x — Marie  M.  Wester 
z — Herbert  H.  Wheaton 
Gwendolyn  Wheldon 
Phyllis  Joy  Wheldon 
Walter  J.  Williams 
Edna  Florence  Witt 
X — Luella  M.  Zaiser 
Frank  H.  Zein 
Amanda  W.  Zeisler 
Meta  J.  Zenker 
* — First  honors  February 
o — Second  honors  February 
a — First  honors  June 
b — Second  honors  June 
z — Graduated  in  three  years 
X — Graduated  in  years 
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....  Term 
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Jan. 

1, 

1917 

expires 

Jan. 

1, 

1917 

J.  B.  Murray  

....  Term 

expires 

Jan. 

1, 

1917 

H.  K.  Holley   

expires 

Jan. 

1, 

1917 

L.  F.  Easton  

....  Term 

expires 

Jan. 

1, 

1916 

H.  J.  Hirshheimer .  .  .  . 

Term 

expires 

Jan. 

1, 

1916 

Term 

expires 

Jan. 

1, 

1916 

Officers 

WILLIAM  LUENING   President 

L.  P.  BENEZET  Superintendent  of  Schools 

G.  W.  YOUNG,  City  Treasurer  Treasurer  ex-Officio 


Standing  Committees. 

Finance  Holley,  Lowry,  Luening 

Fuel  Lowry,  Murray,  Easton 

Grounds  and  Buildings.  .  .Easton,  Hirshheimer,  Lowry 
Schools  and  Teachers.  ..  .Hirshheimer,  Luening,  Lien 

Supplies  Murray,  Lien,  Holley 

Text-Books   Lien,  Holley,  Murray 

High  School  Luening,  Easton,  Hirshheimer 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


La  Crosse,  Wis.,  July  5,  1915. 

Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen :  In  accordance  with  your  rules,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  30,  1915.  Following  the  custom  of  previous 
years,  the  various  tables  of  statistics  are  given  and 
commented  upon,  then  the  progress  of  the  year  is 
noted,  and  finally  a  program  is  given  of  proposed 
changes. 

With  the  close  of  the  present  year,  I  have  held  the 
superintendency  for  five  terms,  so  that  perhaps  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  what  has  hap- 
pened within  that  space  of  time.  In  the  first  place, 
the  total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  has  increased 
by  500.  The  high  school  alone  has  gained  almost  as 
many  as  this,  its  enrollment  increasing  from  506  to 
947.  The  three  upper  grades,  however,  have  shown  an 
increase  of  nearly  300,  and  a  corresponding  diminution 
is  noted  in  the  enrollment  in  the  lower  grades.  The 
kindergartens  now  take  care  of  half  the  children  who 
formerly  were  crowded  into  primary  rooms  to  their  own 
detriment  and  to  that  of  the  six-year-old  pupils  who 
were  ready  to  receive  the  instruction  of  the  first  grade. 
The  kindergartens,  the  ungraded  rooms,  the  special 
help  periods,  the  policy  of  promoting  a  child  as  soon 
as  he  has  shown  his  ability  to  do  the  work  of  the  next 
grade,  the  system  of  promotion  by  subjects, — all  have 
helped  to  advance  the  formerly  backward  and  retarded 
pupil. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  grades  has  been  re- 
written twice  in  this  period,  and  is  constantly  being 
changed  in  smaller  particulars.  Almost  the  entire  set 
of  textbooks  used  five  years  ago  have  been  replaced 
by  modern  texts  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  children  and 
chosen  with  the  idea  of  interesting  them  in  their  work. 
Material  equipment,  especially  along  the  lines  of  maps 
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and  charts,  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  last 
five  years.  The  Hamilton  school  received  an  addition 
long  needed,  and  Mr.  Hixon's  princely  gift  made  our 
high  school  one  of  the  most  complete  in  the  middle 
west. 

All  the  things  so  far  noted,  however,  are  but  the 
clay  in  which  the  spirit  is  housed.  The  true  soul  of  a 
system  of  schools  is  its  corps  of  teachers.  In  looking 
over  the  list  of  teachers  who  were  on  our  rolls  five 
years  ago,  I  note  the  following  statistics : 

Total  number  of  teachers  1909-10  144 

Still  on  our  rolls    64 

Not  re-elected,  as  incompetent    7 

Replaced  by  more  competent  successors    48 

Replaced  by  successors  of  equal  ability   15 

Replaced  by  inferior  successors   10 

Total    144 

The  sixty-four  who  are  still  with  us  have  been  im- 
proving steadily  all  the  while.  The  seven  who  were 
not  re-elected,  as  well  as  forty-eight  others  were  re- 
placed by  stronger  teachers.  Fifteen  others  were  re- 
placed by  successors  whom  I  consider  fully  as  strong. 
Only  ten  have  gone  from  us  whose  successors  I  con- 
sider not  quite  as  strong,  but  no  one  of  these  would  be 
considered  a  weak  teacher.  In  every  district  in  the 
city,  including  the  high  school,  we  have  had  during  the 
past  year  the  strongest  corps  of  teachers  that  we  have 
ever  employed.  As  a  result,  the  pupils  are  progressing; 
they  are  staying  in  school  and  completing  their  educa- 
tion ;  they  have  acquired  the  ambition  to  graduate,  and 
to  make  something  of  themselves.  The  value  of 
strong  teachers  can  never  be  estimated.  Money  spent 
by  a  community  for  teachers  with  the  idea  of  getting 
none  but  the  best  is  repaid  a  hundredfold.  It  is  the 
poorest  kind  of  economy  to  engage  inferior  material 
for  any  work  so  important. 

The  past  five  years  has  seen  the  maximum  for  grade 
teachers  raised  from  $650  to  $825,  the  last  figure  being 
attainable  only  after  twenty-five  years  of  service  in 
La  Crosse.   In  this  way.  the  plan  of  President  Luening 
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has  put  a  premium  upon  long  tenure  of  position  and  in- 
sured the  retention  of  our  best  teachers. 


Comment  on  Statistics 

The  following  table  gives  the  result  of  the  school 
census  of  1914  as  taken  under  the  direction  of  Princi- 
pal H.  G.  Hayden : 

Boys  Girls 

Four  years  old   247  261 

Five  years  old   286  279 

Six  years  old   281  285 

Seven  years  old   270  289 

Eight  years  old   277  303 

Nine  years  old   252  269 

Ten  years  old   335  276 

Eleven  years  old   274  279 

Twelve  years  old   271  256 

Thirteen  years  old   243  300 

Fourteen  years  old   269  268 

Fifteen  years  old   244  298 

Sixteen  years  old    261  305 

Seventeen  years  old   319  360 

Eighteen  years  old   334  391 

Nineteen  years  old   403  481 

Total  4,566  4,900 

This  represents  a  loss  of  132  names  from  the  census 
of  the  preceding  year.  Seventy  of  these  were  lost  in 
the  St.  Michael's  Orphanage.  The  seventh  ward 
showed  a  loss  of  sixty  names.  The  rest  of  the  city  held 
its  own.  The  census  this  year  has  progressed  far 
enough  so  that  we  can  tell  that  there  will  probably  be 
another  loss.  The  orphanage  again  shows  a  decrease 
of  forty  names,  and  there  appear  to  have  been  many 
families  who  have  moved  out  of  the  city.  The  new 
system  of  records  introduced  last  summer  now  en- 
ables us  to  trace  all  pupils  who  leave  school.  Accord- 
ing to  this  347  children  have  moved  out  of  the  city 
during  the  past  school  year.  One  hundred  ninety-four 
have  moved  in,  showing  a  net  loss  of  153.    The  loss  in 
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families  has  been  very  light.  Almost  as  many  fam- 
ilies have  moved  in  as  have  moved  out  but  it  has  seemed 
in  many  cases  that  families  with  a  great  number  of 
children  are  those  who  have  left  while  those  who  have 
moved  in  have  but  one  or  two.  The  tendency  toward 
race  suicide  is  evident.  The  increased  cost  of  living  is, 
to  many  homes,  prohibitive  of  children.  One  of  the 
largest  churches  in  the  city,  with  a  membership  of  sev- 
eral hundred  adults,  numbers  only  twenty-three  chil- 
dren on  its  list  of  those  below  the  age  of  five. 


Enrollment  and  Attendance. 

The  following  table  gives  the  main  facts  pertaining 
to  enrollment,  attendance,  etc.  Our  new  system  of  re- 
ports gives  us  data  which  was  not  available  until  this 
year,  so  that  no  comparison  can  be  made  with  the  fig- 
ures of  1913-14,  with  respect  to  gains  and  losses.  To- 
tal enrollment,  average  number  belonging,  etc.,  can  be 
compared,  the  figures  of  last  year  being  found  in  the 
first  column. 

Gains. 

New  pupils  moved  into  city   194 

Entered  from  private  schools   32 

(This  does  not  include  parochial  school  graduates 
who  entered  high  school.) 

Losses. 

Moved  out  of  city   347 

Permits  to  work   35 

Went  to  w^ork,  past  16   78 

Illness,  etc   275 

Transferred  to  private  schools   55 

1913-14  1914-15 

Total  enrollment  for  the  year  4,946  5,019 

(This  figure  includes  parochial  school  pupils  en- 
rolled in  summer  school.) 

Average  number  belonging  4,189.5  4,184 

Average  daily  attendance   4,056.4  4,090.2 

Average  per  cent  of  attendance.  . .     97.3  97.7 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness  2,960  2,636 

Number  of  cases  of  truancy   62  54 
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Number  of  cases  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment   25  9 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness — 

teachers    250  153 

Number  of  half  days'  absence— 

teachers    592  632 

The  statistics  of  pupils  moved  into  town  and  of 
those  who  have  left  the  city  have  already  been  com- 
mented upon.  It  will  be  noted  that  32  children  came 
to  us  from  private  schools,  while  55  left  public  schools 
to  attend  parochial  schools.  We  have  done  our  best 
to  discourage  the  transfer  of  pupils  back  and  forth  be- 
tween public  and  parochial  schools.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion that  the  pupils  lose,  in  the  end,  by  this  shifting. 
The  net  loss  to  the  public  schools  is  twenty-three.  We 
have  done  our  best  also  to  discourage  the  issuing  of 
permits.  Out  of  206  children  now  at  work  on  permits 
in  the  city,  only  35  are  chargeable  to  the  public  schools 
and  13  of  those  were  issued  to  high  school  students. 
Of  pupils  who  passed  their  sixteenth  birthday  and  went 
to  work,  there  were  78 — ,  52  of  whom  were  high  school 
students.  If  it  had  been  the  custom  in  the  past  to 
record  statistics  of  losses,  we  should  see  a  great  im- 
provement along  these  lines.  By  a  study  of  the  chart 
of  the  year  1905,  as  shown  in  my  report  of  last  year,  it 
can  readily  be  seen  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  550  pu- 
pils dropped  out  of  school  annually  for  one  cause  or  an- 
other. Comparing  the  chart  of  1914  with  that  of  this 
year,  we  find  a  net  loss  of  but  204.  In  neither  case  do 
we  take  into  consideration  the  gains  from  the  entry  into 
the  high  school  from  parochial  schools.  A  great  many  of 
the  pupils  listed  as  withdrawn  on  account  of  illness 
were  out  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  but  will  return 
next  September,  so  cannot  be  counted  among  the  per- 
manent withdrawals.  A  small  epidemic  of  measles 
threw  many  children  into  this  list,  especially  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city.  The  total  enrollment  for  the 
year  would  have  been  39  smaller  than  last  year,  but  for 
the  counting  of  the  summer  school  pupils.  When  one 
considers  the  net  loss  of  153  through  pupils  who  moved 
out  of  town,  the  surprising  fact  is  that  our  enrollment 
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has  not  shrunk  more.  The  average  number  belonging 
shows  a  decrease  of  but  five  and  a  half  from  the  fig- 
ures of  last  year,  and  average  daily  attendance  shows 
a  gain  of  34.  The  chief  reason  for  this  is  seen  in  the 
better  percentage  of  attendance:  97.7  as  compared 
with  97.3  of  last  year.  Tardiness  is  still  on  the  decline. 
We  had  324  fewer  cases  this  year  than  last.  In  the  past 
five  years,  tardiness  has  been  lessened  by  1,400  cases,  or 
over  50  per  cent  of  what  it  is  at  present.  Truancy  like- 
wise shows  a  corresponding  decrease.  Teachers'  tardi- 
ness, which  for  a  long  time  has  stood  still,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  250  cases,  shows  a  great  step  backward,  (or 
rather  forward,)  for  the  number  of  cases  has  fallen 
nearly  one  hundred.  The  gain  came  principally  in  the 
second  semester  after  we  introduced  the  rule  requiring 
teachers  to  account  to  their  principals  for  their  tardi- 
ness. All  these  indications  are  straws  to  show  that 
the  interest  of  the  pupils  in  their  school  work  is  stead- 
ily growing  stronger.  Perhaps  the  most  striking  fact 
is  the  practical  disappearance  of  corporal  punishment. 
There  were  only  nine  cases  during  the  school  year  as 
compared  with  25  a  year  ago,  and  46  five  years  ago. 
The  pupils  of  today  do  not  have  to  be  flogged  to  make 
them  go  to  school  nor  to  make  them  study  when  once  in. 

The  following  table  shows  the  improvement  in  tar- 
diness of  both  pupils  and  teachers  and  in  truancy  and 
corporal  punishment  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Teachers' 

Corporal 

Tardi- 

tardi- 

Tru- 

Pun- 

ness 

ness 

ancy 

ishment 

1905-  6 
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275 

114 

90 
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5635 

285 

132 

57 

7-  8 

4554 

270 

114 

46 
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4012 

332 

66 

46 

9-10  .. 

, . . .4346 

389 

68 

47 
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3961 

206 

73 

60 
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...3154 
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68 

24 
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3027 

255 

73 

21 

13-14 

,  ,  2960 
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62 

25 
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It  will  be  observed  that  tardiness  the  past  year  was 
less  than  50%  of  what  it  was  nine  years  ago,  that  teach- 
ers' tardiness  is  less  than  40%  of  what  it  was  six  years 
ago,  that  truancy  is  only  40%  of  what  it  was  nine  years 
ago  and  that  corporal  punishment  is  only  10%  of  the 
figures  of  ten  years  ago. 

Turning  now  to  a  study  of  the  charts,  and  compar- 
ing the  distribution  of  pupils  by  grades  in  1915  with 
the  corresponding  chart  of  last  year,  we  note  that  in 
spite  of  the  loss  in  total  enrollment,  there  are  1916  in 
the  three  upper  grades  and  the  high  school  this  year 
as  compared  with  1855  last  year,  a  gain  of  61.  A  pe- 
culiar feature  of  this  year's  chart  is  that  there  are 
369  enrolled  in  the  first  grade  and  368  in  the  first  year 
in  the  High  school,  a  difference  of  only  eleven.  At 
first  sight,  it  seems  astonishing,  in  fact  almost  unbe- 
lievable. The  reason  is  not  hard  to  seek,  however.  The 
usual  number  of  children  entered  the  first  grade  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  However,  as  a  result  of  the  new 
system  of  exchanging  classes  between  kindergartens 
and  first  grade  for  the  last  two  months  of  each  semes- 
ter, the  little  folks  who  entered  were  far  better  pre- 
pared to  begin  the  work  of  the  grades  than  they  had 
been  in  the  past.  In  three  different  schools,  whole 
sections  were  found  which  were  so  far  advanced  that 
they  did  in  one  semester  the  entire  work  laid  out  for 
the  first  grade.  One  school  covered  four  entire  read- 
ers, and  the  others  were  not  far  behind  this  record.  In 
the  other  districts,  a  great  many  pupils,  as  individuals, 
were  promoted  from  the  first  into  the  second  grade  at 
the  conclusion  of  one  semester's  work.  All  told,  there 
were  over  sixty  children  who  were  thus  advanced. 
This  progress  increased  the  size  of  the  second  grade, 
while  it  cut  down  the  first.  A  similar  movement  oc- 
curred between  the  seventh  year  of  last  year's  chart 
and  the  first  year  High  sclioo]  of  1915.  When  the 
charts  were  completed,  I  was  very  much  surprised  and 
discouraged  to  note  the  great  drop  that  had  taken  place 
from  the  329  of  last  year's  seventh  to  the  248  of  this 
year's  eighth  grade.  I  called  upon  the  principals  to  ap- 
pear with  their  registers  and  account  for  every  pupil  of 
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last  year's  class.  They  did  so.  Twelve  had  dropped  out 
because  of  illness  or  because  of  the  death  of  parents. 
Sixteen  had  left  the  city,  and  only  eight  had  moved  in  to 
take  their  places.  Six  had  received  permits  to  go  to 
work.  Twelve  others  had  passed  their  sixteenth  birth- 
day and  gone  to  work.  Seventeen  had  transferred  to 
parochial  schools,  the  largest  item  being  a  loss  of  four- 
teen when  the  new  seventh  and  eighth  grade  room  was 
opened  at  the  German  Lutheran  School  at  West  Ave- 
nue. Three  had  dropped  back  into  the  next  class  be- 
low, through  failure  to  make  their  grade,  but  the  larg- 
est item  of  loss  came  from  28  pupils  who  through  the 
agency  of  summer  school  and  double  promotion  had 
made  half  a  year's  extra  progress  and  had  been  pro- 
moted into  the  high  school.  In  this  way,  we  can  ac- 
count for  a  great  deal  of  the  discrepancy  between  the 
size  of  the  present  eighth  grade  as  compared  with  that 
of  the  freshman  class  of  the  high  school.  Another 
item  enters  into  this,  however.  The  work  of  the  first 
year  in  the  high  school  is  harder  for  the  pupils  than 
that  of  any  other  year.  A  great  many  students  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  adjust  themselves  to  their  new 
surroundings  and  to  new  methods.  As  a  result,  a  larger 
number  fail  to  make  their  promotion  out  of  this  grade 
than  of  any  other.  Thirty-two  of  the  368  are  there- 
fore repeaters  who  should  have  been  enrolled  in  the 
sophomore  class. 

You  will  recall  that  a  year  ago.  inspired  by  the  in- 
vestigation of  President  Burk,  who  found  that  the 
average  city  in  the  United  States  had  forty  odd  per 
cent  of  its  pupils  over-age  and  less  than  3%  under- 
age, I  prepared  a  chart  showing  conditions  in  La 
Crosse.  It  was  printed  in  our  last  year's  report  and 
showed  to  our  great  gratification  that  23.8%  of  our 
children  were  under-age  while  only  34.7%  were  over- 
age. Of  all  the  cities  listed  by  President  Burk,  Chica- 
go alone  had  a  better  record  than  we  in  respect  to  over- 
age, while  not  a  single  city  approximated  our  percent- 
age of  23.8  under.  Last  fall,  after  testing  the  progress 
of  the  children  by  means  of  the  age-grade-progress 
sheets  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  N.  Farmer  for  the  New  York 
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Bureau  of  Municipal  Research,  I  devised  a  chart  which 
should  separate  the  pupils  into  nine  different  classes, 
i.  e.,  each  one  of  the  three  divisions,  under-age,  over- 
age, and  normal-age  was  divided  into  three  sections  ac- 
cording to  whether  the  pupils  had  made  rapid  pro- 
gress, normal  progress,  or  slow  progress.  The  re- 
sults you  see  before  you  on  the  two  charts  for  the  fall 
of  1914,  and  for  the  spring  of  1915.  According  to  the 
fall  chart,  the  percentage  of  under-age  children  was 
20.  The  reason  why  this  showing  is  not  as  good  as 
that  of  the  preceding  February  is  that  seven  months 
had  elapsed  while  th  charts  presume  only  six  months' 
progress.  In  this  way,  some  of  the  children  whose 
birthdays  fell  in  the  months  of  February  and  August 
were  rated  as  half  a  year  older  than  they  would  have 
been  graded  had  the  new  chart  been  prepared  ex- 
actly six  months  from  the  time  when  the  old  one  was 
taken.  The  surprising  feature  of  the  chart  was  that 
a  great  many  of  the  under-age  pupils  were  no  less 
problems  than  some  of  the  over-age  ones,  in  that  they 
were  not  making  the  progress  which  they  should.  In 
like  fashion,  many  of  the  over-age  pupils  were  making 
rapid  progress  and  bidding  fair  to  pass,  eventually, 
some  of  those  on  the  same  chart  who  were  graded  im- 
der-age.  Each  individual  room  in  the  city  and  each 
grade  in  each  room  was  charted  and  a  copy  given  to 
the  teacher  so  that  she  might  bear  in  mind  the  history 
of  the  past  schooling  of  each  of  her  pupils.  The  chart 
made  out  in  February  1915  brought  out  some  surprising 
changes.  The  number  of  pupils  who  were  under  age 
had  increased  to  30.4%.  The  over-age  pupils  had 
shrunk  to  29.8%.  There  were  more  pupils  in  the  city 
who  were  under-age  than  over-age.  In  the  same  way, 
those  who  had  made  rapid  progress  increased  from 
12,1%  to  20.8%,  while  the  slow  progress  group  had 
shrunk  from  37.8%  to  36.1%.  It  is  noticeable,  then, 
that  the  gain  in  the  rapid  progress  group  was  largely 
recruited  from  the  ranks  of  those  who  had  hitherto 
made  normal  progress.  Normal  progress  fell  from 
50.1%  to  43.1%.  As  would  be  expected,  the  overage- 
slow  progress  group  is  at  its  largest  in  the  sixth  and 
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seventh  grades.  The  pupils  who  drop  out  of  school 
are  almost  entirely  from  this  class.  One  very  encour- 
aging feature  of  the  chart  is  that  the  number  of  pupils 
who  are  over-age  at  entry  into  the  first  grade  has  been 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  These  pupils  are  largely  from 
the  families  of  those  who  have  moved  into  town  either 
from  other  cities  or  from  the  country  and  so  did  not 
have  the  advantage  of  attending  the  city  kindergar- 
tens. In  the  future,  it  will  be  possible  to  trace  the  his- 
tory of  any  particular  set  of  pupils  throughout  their 
entire  school  course.  The  discrepancy  between  the 
small  First  A  class  of  the  fall  of  1914  and  the  large 
Two  B  class  of  the  following  spring  is  explainable  at 
once  when  one  studies  the  figures  of  rapid  progress 
made  by  the  pupils  in  question.  There  is  no  other  city 
that  has  made  as  careful  a  study  of  the  age  and  pro- 
gress of  its  pupils.  A  great  many  of  the  systems  for 
so-called  measurement  take  no  account  of  the  rate  of 
progress  but  simply  grade  the  pupils  according  to  the 
system  which  we  employed  a  year  ago.  The  system 
employed  by  the  state  of  Wisconsin  is  not  exactly  fair 
in  that  it  takes  the  age  of  the  pupils  for  each  year  on 
the  first  of  September  and  then  ranks  them  according 
to  the  grade  which  they  have  attained  by  the  end  of 
June.  Other  systems  allow  two  years  to  each  grade 
before  a  child  is  called  over-age.  In  other  words,  a 
child  in  the  first  grade  is  not  ranked  as  over-age  un- 
less he  was  over  eight  years  when  he  entered  it.  In 
the  charts  which  you  see,  we  have  adhered  rigidly  to 
the  one  year  system.  Any  child  who  entered  the  sec- 
ond grade  after  his  eighth  birthday  is  quoted  as  over- 
age, the  third  grade  his  ninth  birthday,  the  fourth  his 
tenth,  etc.  These  statistics  were  the  source  of  great 
surprise  to  many  of  the  teachers,  who  had  not  stopped 
to  consider  the  ages  of  the  children  in  their  rooms  with 
a  view  to  their  progress  and  chances  of  advancement. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  high 
school  students  according  to  the  two  classifications  of 
age  and  progress. 
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17.5%  34.1%  48.4%  28.7%  39.8%  31.5% 
These  statistics  were  obtained  upon  the  last  day  of 
the  term,  and  so  are  not  complete,  in  that  many  pupils 
were  absent  and  in  that  it  does  not  include  those  who 
had  dropped  out  during  the  course  of  the  semester. 
Nevertheless,  the  percentages,  no  doubt,  are  represen- 
tative of  the  whole  school.  It  will  be  noticed  that  near- 
ly half  of  the  pupils  are  over-age,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  28%  of  them  have  made  rapid  progress.  We  are 
sometimes  accused  of  crowding  children  through 
school  too  rapidly.  However,  these  figures  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  improve- 
ment along  the  lines  of  rapid  progress.  When  nearly 
half  of  the  pupils  in  the  school  are  older  than  they 
should  be  if  they  had  entered  at  the  age  of  six  and  had 
made  normal  progress,  there  is  certainly  need  for 
"speeding-up"  somewhere  along  the  line.  That  this 
speeding-up  process  has  been  employed  effectively  of 
late  is  evident  when  one  observes  that  almost  as  many 
pupils  have  made  rapid  progress  as  have  been  re- 
tarded. The  fact,  too,  that  the  percentage  of  pupils 
making  rapid  progress  is  greater  in  the  high  school 
than  in  the  grades  shows  that  the  individual  ambition 
of  the  pupils  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  their  pro- 
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gress.  A  child  in  high  school  realizes  the  need  of 
rapid  advancement  much  more  keenly  than  one  in  the 
grades. 

The  high  school  has  passed  through  another  very 
successful  year.  The  total  enrollment  reached  1,040,  a 
gain  of  98  over  last  year.  The  largest  enrollment  at  any 
one  time  was  947,  as  compared  with  866  a  year  ago. 
In  my  1914  report,  I  prophesied  that  the  spring  enroll- 
ment would  reach  at  least  925  and  that  a  class  of  145 
would  be  graduated.  The  enrollment  surpassed  my  ex- 
pectation by  22  while  the  number  of  graduates  in  June 
was  141.  Three  members  of  the  senior  class  dropped 
out  while  one  at  the  last  moment  failed  to  pass  his 
examination.  However,  six  pupils  are  finishing  their 
course  as  a  result  of  attending  summer  school  and  will 
be  enrolled  in  the  class  of  1915,  bringing  the  total 
number  up  to  147.  The  following  table  shows  our 
losses  during  the  year. 
Post  Graduates  and  Specials 
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28 

19 

12 

53 

5 

13 

10 

130 

10 

Net  Loss  120 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  was  a  total  loss  of  130 
pupils,  but  as  ten  moved  into  the  city,  there  was  a  net 
loss  of  120.  This  compares  very  favorably  with  our 
147  graduates,  showing  that  about  half  of  the  pupils 
who  enter  are  staying  through  to  finish.  A  part  of  our 
new  system  of  records  calls  for  changes  between  sem- 
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esters.  In  other  words,  it  asks  the  principal  to  account 
for  pupils  who  drop  out  of  school  during  the  summer. 
The  high  school  enrollment  suffered  a  net  loss  of  26 
during  last  summer,  which,  added  to  the  120  of  the 
term  time,  shows  146  pupils  dropping  out  of  school  in 
the  calendar  year  ending  August  1st,  1915,  and  147 
graduating.  The  graduating  class  of  1916  should  easily 
pass  the  150  mark  and  may  go  as  high  as  165.  This 
will  depend  largely  upon  the  pupils  who  carry  five 
studies  next  year  and  who  remain  to  make  additional 
credits  in  summer  school.  The  number  of  our  gradu- 
ates in  proportion  to  the  total  enrollment  is  larger  than 
that  of  any  of  the  other  large  high  schools  of  the  state. 
In  other  words,  a  greater  proportion  of  our  pupils  re- 
main to  finish,  and  the  number  completing  the  course 
in  less  than  four  years  is  unusually  large.  For  ins- 
tance, twenty  pupils  out  of  the  141  who  received  diplo- 
mas in  June  completed  their  course  in  three  or  three 
and  a  half  years. 

The  various  activities  of  the  school  outside  of  class 
room  work  have  been  maintained  at  the  usual  high  stan- 
dard. The  chorus  and  glee  clubs  did  notable  things, 
especially  in  the  selection  from  the  Creation"  at  com- 
mencement and  in  the  production  of  Gilbert  and  Sul- 
livan's Mikado."  The  Parents'  and  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation has  steadily  grown  and  now  is  considered  an 
important  feature  of  the  school.  During  the  past  year, 
an  employment  bureau  for  pupils  who  wish  part- 
time  work  during  the  school  term  and  for  vacation 
work  during  the  summer  has  been  organized  under  the 
auspices  of  the  high  school  alumni  association,  whose 
energetic  president,  Miss  Helen  Dorset,  the  former  head 
of  our  Latin  Department,  has  made  the  organization 
felt  strongly  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  high  school 
students.  A  movement  on  foot  to  raise  a  permanent 
fund  to  lend  money  at  extremely  low  rates  of  interest 
to  deserving  high  school  graduates  who  wish  to  put 
themselves  through  college  has  gained  considerable 
headway.  More  than  $1,000  has  been  pledged  and  Miss 
Dorset  is  confident  that  the  total  sum  will  reach  $2,500. 

In  recording  the  history  of  the  reign  of  the  Roman 
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emperor,  Antoninus  Pius,  historians  frequently  use  the 
quotation,  "The  people  who  have  no  history  are  the 
happiest."  This  phrase  might  be  used  to  describe  the 
condition  of  the  La  Crosse  High  School  for  the  past 
few  years.  Its  daily  life  runs  along  smoothly,  without 
a  break  or  an  outburst  of  any  kind.  We  are  inclined  to 
take  this  for  granted,  but  when  one  hears  of  the  stormy 
scenes  that  take  place  in  many  another  high  school  of 
the  size  of  ours,  one  can  appreciate  the  justice,  tact,  and 
kindness  yet  firmness  with  which  our  pupils  are  ruled 
by  their  principal  and  his  able  assistants. 

Changes  in  the  Grades. 

Last  spring,  we  inaugurated  our  so-called  Junior 
High  School  on  the  North  Side.  In  one  sense,  it  was 
''Hamlet"  with  Hamlet  left  out,  for  the  ninth  grade, 
the  only  high  school  class  which  is  found  in  a  Junior 
High  School  ordinarily,  was  not  able  to  be  accommo- 
dated in  the  Logan  building.  The  curriculum  was  sim- 
plified in  that  the  pupils,  instead  of  taking  eleven  or 
twelve  subjects,  confined  their  time  to  five,  as  fol- 
lows: Manual  Arts,  ten  periods  per  week,  Arithmetic, 
five  periods  per  week,  English,  five  periods  per  week, 
Spelling  and  Penmanship,  five  periods,  and  History 
five  periods  per  week.  Longer  periods  and  fewer  was 
the  rule.  After  an  experiment  of  five  months  with  the 
above  schedule,  it  was  found  that  more  time  was  needed 
for  English  and  less  for  Spelling  and  Penmanship.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  mid-year's,  the  time  for  English  was  ex- 
tended to  eight  periods,  while  Spelling  and  Penman- 
ship were  reduced  to  two  periods  a  week.  As  the  build- 
ing would  not  house  the  entire  seventh  grade  as  well 
as  the  eighth,  only  the  Seventh  A,  Eighth  B,  and  Eighth 
A  classes  were  gathered  together.  This  arrangement 
enabled  us,  however,  to  get  along  with  one  less  teacher 
on  the  North  Side  than  during  1913-14.  In  the  acade- 
mic subjects,  the  pupils  did  all  that  they  had  formerly 
done  and  more.  In  fact,  the  class  which  will  graduate 
in  February  1916  has,  in  the  past  year,  practically  com- 
pleted the  Arithmetic  which  used  to  be  assigned  to  the 
work  of  a  year  and  a  half.    The  work  in  Household 
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Art  and  Manual  Training  which  used  to  be  given  one 
period  per  week,  now  is  extended  over  five  double  per- 
iods, so  that  within  the  year  and  a  half,  the  pupils  do 
all  that  they  formerly  did  in  the  grades  and  as  much 
as  would  be  covered  during  the  first  year's  course  at 
high  school.  In  this  way,  several  will  enter  high 
school  this  coming  fall  with  advanced  credits.  The 
North  Side  principals  and  teachers  were  so  pleased 
with  the  new  arrangement  that  on  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary, the  Washington  and  Washburn  districts  were  also 
organized  under  the  new  plan.  It  was  found  impos- 
sible to  give  them  Manual  Arts  five  times  a  week,  as 
that  would  have  necessitated  an  entire  abandonment  at 
the  Third  and  Sixth  districts,  but  by  giving  them  these 
studies  three  times  a  week  and  filling  in  the  other  two 
days  with  Drawing,  a  very  acceptable  course  was  laid 
out.  For  the  coming  year,  these  pupils  will  have  the 
full  work  five  times  a  week  as  do  the  pupils  on  the 
North  Side.  We  propose  to  organize  the  Lincoln  and 
Hamilton  schools  according  to  this  plan  the  coming 
fall.  This  will  necessitate  equipping  another  shop  at 
the  Lincoln  School,  for  the  Third  and  Sixth  districts 
have  such  big  seventh  and  eighth  grades  that  either  one 
of  them  could  furnish  pupils  enough  to  fill  a  shop  all 
day  long.  The  greatest  advantage  of  this  Junior  High 
School  arrangement  is  that  pupils  who  wish  the  Manual 
Training  and  Household  Arts  are  not  barred  in  high 
school  from  taking  elective  subjects.  In  other  words, 
under  the  old  arrangement,  when  a  pupil  had  to  wait 
until  coming  to  high  school  before  taking  up  these  sub- 
jects, so  many  studies  were  on  the  required  list  that  he 
had  little  opportunity  to  take  elective  studies.  As  it 
is,  we  offer  so  many  courses,  76  semester  units  all  told, 
that  a  pupil  could  remain  nearly  ten  years,  carrying 
four  subjects  all  the  while,  without  taking  the  same 
subject  twice. 

Summer  Schoal. 

One  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  year  has 
been  the  undertaking  of  a  summer  school,  free  to  every- 
body in  the  city,  which  allows  pupils  to  take  advanced 
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work  as  well  as  to  review.  In  my  1914  report,  I 
begged  your  honorable  body  to  do  away  with  the 
tuition  at  the  summer  school,  feeling  sure  that  the 
very  pupils  who  needed  the  Avork  were  being  barred 
from  attending  on  account  of  the  money  cost.  After 
a  great  many  discussions  over  the  matter  with  the  prin- 
cipals and  with  the  members  of  the  teachers'  commit- 
tee, the  plan  proposed  by  President  Luening  of  throw- 
ing the  summer  school  open  to  all  pupils  of  the  city 
without  charge  was  finally  adopted.  The  results  were 
astonishing.  When  the  first  canvass  was  made.  1,800 
students,  300  in  the  high  school  and  1,500  in  the  grades, 
signified  their  intention  of  attending.  This  was  more 
than  we  had  bargained  for,  and  would  have  cost  us  a 
small  fortune.  At  this  junction,  the  Normal  school 
helped  us  out  by  offering  to  accommodate  all  the  pu- 
pils of  the  first  district  as  model  pupils  for  their  sum- 
mer session.  This  relieved  us  of  the  necessity  of  hiring 
six  teachers ;  and  when  they  agreed  to  put  Mr.  Kircher 
in  charge  and  to  use  our  textbooks  and  our  course  of 
study,  the  last  obstacle  to  the  arrangement  was  re- 
moved. It  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  open  a  school 
in  every  building  as  in  many  cases  the  pupils  were  so 
scattered  through  the  various  grades  that  there  would 
not  be  enough  in  any  two  grades  to  keep  one  teacher 
busy.  The  following  plan  was  finally  adopted:  On 
the  North  Side  at  the  Franklin  School,  five  rooms  were 
opened,  accommodating  all  grades  except  the  5A  and 
6B,  in  addition  to  the  grammar  room  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Spence  and  one  assistant.  In  the  Jefferson  School 
three  rooms  were  opened,  two  for  primary  grades  and 
one  to  accommodate  the  5A  and  6B  grades.  At  the 
Washburn  School,  five  rooms  were  opened  in  addition 
to  the  grammar  room,  with  six  teachers  and  Mr.  Green- 
wait  in  charge,  accommodating  all  grades  except  two, 
whose  pupils  were  sent  up  to  the  Normal.  A  large 
school  developed  at  the  Hamilton  building.  It  was 
found  necessary  eventually  to  engage  nine  teachers 
besides  Mr.  Shepardson,  for  360  pupils  were  enrolled. 
We  had  expected  some  1,100  pupils  all  told,  but  in  the 
end  1,324  appeared,  divided  as  follows:   First  district 
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122,  Second  212,  Third  and  Sixth  360,  Fifth  98,  Sev- 
enth 225,  and  High  School  307.  Of  the  1,017  in  the 
grades,  615  are  taking  advanced  work,  402  reviewing. 
In  the  high  school,  out  of  307  pupils  enrolled,  23  are 
reviewing.  The  plan  for  the  high  school  calls  for  a 
shorter  term,  six  weeks,  as  compared  with  eight  in  the 
grades,  and  more  intensive  work.  The  pupils  carry  two 
subjects  and  thus  gain  one-fourth  of  a  year's  credilT. 
Seven  teachers  were  engaged  besides  Mr.  McCormick, 
one  teacher,  however,  being  employed  for  only  three- 
fourths  of  the  time.  As  has  already  been  noted,  six 
pupils  will  receive  diplomas  on  the  first  of  August  as 
a  result  of  attending  summer  school.  The  total  gain 
will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  600  credits,  or  the  equiv- 
alent of  one  year's  work  for  75  pupils.  The  total  cost 
will  be  slightly  over  $1,000.  In  regular  term  time,  this 
amount  of  instruction  would  come  to  $6,000. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  grade  pupils  calls  for 
two  recitations  per  day  in  each  of  two  important  sub- 
jects as  follows:  8A  to  7A  inclusive,  Arithmetic  and 
Grammar;  (In  two  schools,  it  has  been  possible  to 
teach  History  also  to  pupils  who  are  ready  for  high 
school  in  the  fall.)  7B  to  4B  inclusive,  Arithmetic  and 
Geography,  3A  to  2B  inclusive,  Arithmetic  and  Read- 
ing, lA  and  IB,  Reading  and  Word  Study.  As  a  re- 
sult of  this  work,  the  pupils  taking  advanced  studies, 
in  a  majority  of  cases,  will  be  enabled  to  skip  half  a 
year.  They  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  carry  the 
work  of  the  next  grade  above  them  and  to  take  as  an 
extra  subject  the  one  important  study  of  the  lower 
grade  which  they  have  missed  through  attendance  at 
summer  school.  In  other  cases,  the  pupils  will  be  pro- 
moted by  subjects,  with  the  hope  that  another  summer 
they  may  be  able  to  catch  up  fully  with  the  grade  in 
which  most  of  their  work  is  taken.  The  following  table 
gives  the  distribution  of  the  pupils  by  districts  and 
grades  according  to  whether  they  are  taking  advanced 
work  or  reviewing: 
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Summer  School  Distribution  by  Grades. 
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.  90 

30 

126 

86 

202 

158 

59 

29 
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Not  all  of  the  402  who  are  taking  the  review  work 
had  failed.  Some  fifty  or  sixty  had  missed  work 
through  being  ill  and  felt  that  they  would  be  greatly 
strengthened  by  taking  the  work  in  the  summer  school. 
Three  hundred  and  twenty,  no  doubt,  will  be  prevented 
from  failure.  Another  500  may  safely  be  counted  upon 
to  make  an  extra  half  year.  In  either  case,  the  atten- 
dance at  the  summer  school  means  completion  of  the 
regular  course  half  a  year  sooner.  If  I  presume  that 
only  800  pupils  are  thus  advanced,  it  means,  translated 
into  dollars  and  cents,  that  for  $2,400  we  are  giving 
pupils  instruction  which  in  the  regular  term  time  would 
cost  us  $13,000.  The  following  table  shows  the  distri- 
bution of  pupils  by  districts,  indicating  also  the  sur- 
prisingly large  number  who  came  from  parochial 
schools  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  work. 
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Summer  School  Enrollment 


From  Public 
Schools, 
1914-1915 

From  Paro- 
chial Schools, 
1914-1915 

Not  Enrolled 
in  City 
1914-1915 

Totals 

First  Dist.  (at  Normal)  

Ill 

11 

122 

Second  Dist.  (Washburn)  . . 

206 

4 

2 

212 

Third  and   Sixth  Districts 

321 

39 

360 

Fifth  Dist.  (Jefferson) 

80 

8 

88 

Seventh  Dist.  (Franklin) . . . 

214 

21 

235 

280 

11 

16 

307 

Totals   

1,212 

94 

18 

1,324 

Total  in  grades  from  all  sources  1,017 

Total  doing  advanced  work  in  grades   615 

Total  doing  review  work  in  grades   402 

Total  doing  advanced  work  in  high  school   284 

Total  doing  review  work  in  high  school   23 


To  my  mind,  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  summer 
school  is  that  it  prevents  the  children  from  forgettmg 
all  that  they  have  learned.  As  a  general  rule,  the 
teachers  tell  me  that  three  weeks  at  least  are  consumed 
every  fall  in  getting  the  pupils  back  to  the  state  of  men- 
tal efficiency  which  they  enjoyed  at  the  close  of  the 
preceding  spring  term.  The  great  majority  of  them 
do  not  use  their  minds  at  all  during  the  summer.  The 
brain,  like  the  muscles,  craves  exercise,  and  is  in  bet- 
ter condition  if  at  work  steadily  than  if  allowed  to  re- 
main idle.  To  break  training  mentally  and  allow  the 
brain  to  relax  for  eleven  weeks  was  like  incasing  a 
limb  in  a  plaster  cast  for  a  like  period  and  then  ex- 
pecting it  to  perform  its  normal  function  at  the  end 
of  that  time.  I  hope  next  summer  to  be  able  to  open 
at  least  two  primary  rooms  in  every  building  in  the 
city.  It  is  in  the  lower  grades  especially  that  the  pupils 
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23 


are  likely  to  forget  and  where  the  momentum  of  the 
spring  term,  carried  through  the  summer,  will  take 
them  through  the  work  of  the  lower  grades  in  about 
two-thirds  of  the  time  which  is  now  consumed. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  too  much  time  is  now  wasted 
in  the  education  of  the  average  child.  He  is  in  school 
practically  900  hours  out  of  8,760  in  the  year.  It 
would  not  seem  as  though  he  required  nine  hours  to 
rest  from  the  work  of  one.  The  inference  is  that  our 
vacations  are  too  long.  The  all-year-round  school,  with 
perhaps  five  or  six  weeks  of  vacation  scattered  about, 
and  with  sessions  in  the  morning  only  from  the  middle 
of  June  to  the  middle  of  September  would  be  an  ideal 
arrangement.  The  reason  why  we  have  the  long  sum- 
mer vacation  is  that  we  have  always  had  it.  In  the 
old  days,  the  boys  were  needed  to  work  on  the  farm 
throughout  the  summer  months.  Now  we  are  so 
bound  by  the  force  of  tradition  that  this  wasteful  ar- 
rangement preserveres  even  though  there  no  longer  is 
any  corn  for  our  boys  to  hoe.  The  all-year-round  school 
conducted  on  this  plan  would  carry  the  pupils  through 
the  work  of  the  elementary  schools  in  about  six  years. 
The  brighter  ones  would  do  it  in  less  time.  Of  course, 
we  cannot  advance  the  age  of  adolescence,  which  ,  al- 
most all  of  the  psychologists  have  informed  us  is  also 
the  age  of  reason.  I  am  beginning  seriously  to  doubt 
this  latter  statement.  I  have  seen  just  as  clear  reason- 
ing from  many  pre-adolescent  pupils  as  I  ever  heard 
from  the  more  mature.  The  trouble  has  been  in  the 
past  that  all  the  training  of  the  children  in  the  lower 
grades  has  been  of  the  memorizing  variety.  It  is  my 
firm  belief  that  by  making  simple  beginnings,  one  can 
teach  them  to  reason  things  out  for  themselves  just  as 
easily  as  we  now  teach  them  to  commit,  and  the  reason- 
ing is  twice  as  good  mental  exercise  as  is  the  other  pro- 
cess. In  these  days  of  typwriters,  adding  machines,  and 
other  mechanical  devices  for  eliminating  drudgery,  a 
premium  is  going  to  be  put  upon  clear  and  accurate 
reasoning.  Very  few  of  the  past  generation  have  been 
able  to  think  straight  on  any  subject  that  was  in  the 
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least  complicated.  One  has  only  to  read  the  Congres- 
sional Record  on  the  tariff  question  alone  to  the  con- 
vinced of  this.  Now,  with  dictionaries,  encyclopedias, 
and  books  containing  tables  of  statistics  surrounding 
us  on  every  hand,  it  is  not  a  question  of  knowing  facts 
if  one  knows  where  to  find  them.  The  best  training 
that  we  can  give  the  youth  is  to  train  him  to  attack  an 
original  problem  and  reason  it  out  for  himself. 

We  shall  soon  have  high  school  students  graduat- 
ing from  the  full  course  at  the  age  of  16.  The  com- 
plete education  of  a  child,  instead  of  costing  us  $600  as 
at  present,  will  be  accomplished  for  less  than  $500.  Tt 
will  then  be  possible  to  install  junior  colleges  in  high 
schools  the  size  of  ours.  In  the  recently  published  sur- 
vey of  the  normal  schools  of  Wisconsin,  it  is  strongly 
urged  that  the  present  college  courses  given  in  the 
normals  be  discontinued.  In  fact,  such  courses  have 
been  discontinued  in  four  schools.  The  reason  given 
is  that  the  presence  of  the  college  students  tends  to 
divert  the  normal  school  from  its  original  purpose, 
which  is  the  training  of  teachers.  It  is  my  firm  belief 
that  these  junior  colleges  will  eventually  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  high  schools.  I  broached  the  subject 
last  winter  to  President  Van  Hise  of  the  university. 
''When  any  city  is  ready  to  finance  such  an  undertak- 
ing," said  he,  "I  shall  be  the  last  one  to  oppose  it.  A 
high  school  the  size  of  yours  is  better  equipped  to  give 
such  work  than  are  the  normals."  However,  this  is 
looking  a  long  way  ahead. 


New  Salary  Schedule. 

In  my  report  of  a  year  ago,  I  pointed  out  that  our 
schedule  of  salaries  for  the  grade  teachers  was  quite  a 
bit  below  that  of  the  average  city  of  our  size  in  the 
middle  west  and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  we 
were  going  to  be  unable  to  compete  with  other  cities 
for  the  best  teachers  unless  a  change  were  speedily 
made.  This  problem  has  been  happily  solved  by  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  proposed  by  President  Luening 
whereby  the  present  scale  of  maxima  is  increased  as 
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follows:  $25  for  each  five  years  of  teaching  in  La 
Crosse,  $50  for  each  ten  years,  $75  fifteen  years,  $100 
twenty  years,  and  $125  twenty-five  years.  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  53  teachers  received  substantial  increases 
in  salary  this  year  as  a  result  of  the  operation  of  this 
new  schedule.  While  it  is  admirable  for  retaining  our 
strong  teachers,  I  would  suggest  as  an  amendment  that 
time  spent  in  teaching  outside  La  Crosse  be  counted 
at  the  rate  of  two  years  for  each  one  in  La  Crosse.  In 
other  words,  that  a  teacher  who  had  taught  sixteen 
years  outside  of  La  Crosse  and  two  in  our  city  should 
be  rated  the  same  as  one  who  had  taught  ten  in  La 
Crosse.  We  have  a  number  of  unusually  strong  teach- 
ers who  came  to  us  with  considerable  teaching  exper- 
ience, and  we  were  very  happy  to  secure  these  teach- 
ers. They  are  going  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  present 
arrangement  and  the  result  will  be  that  we  will  always 
be  doomed  to  fill  our  vacancies  with  comparatively  in- 
experienced teachers. 

Material  Changes. 

During  the  past  year,  we  have  at  last  succeeded  in 
purchasisg  the  two  lots  to  the  north  of  the  Logan  School 
long  needed  and  long  bargained  for  unsuccessfully.  The 
fire  which  took  place  at  the  building  necessitated  our 
moving  the  Junior  High  School  pupils  to  the  Franklin 
for  the  remainder  of  the  semester.  In  passing,  I  may 
compliment  Principal  Hayden  for  the  prompt  and  or- 
derly manner  in  which  the  pupils  were  marched  out  of 
the  building.  During  the  past  three  years,  we  have  had 
three  fires  break  out  in  the  school  buildings,  one  at  the 
Webster  and  two  at  the  Logan.  Miss  Higgins  and  Miss 
Gillespie,  in  charge  at  the  Webster  and  Logan  re- 
spectively at  the  time  of  the  other  two  fires  are  also 
to  be  commended  for  the  orderly  execution  of  the  fire 
drill  march  without  panic  and  confusion.  One  fre- 
quently hears  the  expression  around  the  city  that  many 
of  our  grade  buildings  are  ''fire-traps."  I  feel  that  no 
one  need  be  uneasy  on  this  score.  Even  the  Lincoln 
now  has  three  different  staircases  and  an  outside  iron 
fire  escape,  and  the  frequency  of  our  fire  drills  and  the 
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promptness  with  which  they  are  executed  should  allay 
any  apprehension  on  the  part  of  parents  or  other 
citizens. 

At  the  "Washburn  School,  four  of  the  old  furnaces 
are  still  doing  duty.  One  was  abandoned  and  two  rooms 
closed  up  some  time  ago.  The  coming  year,  we  pro- 
pose to  abandon  another  and  close  another  room,  inci- 
dentally dispensing  with  the  services  of  one  teacher. 
This  change  is  made  possible  through  the  operation  of 
summer  school  and  through  the  transfer  of  a  few  pu- 
pils to  the  Washington  district.  The  time  may  come 
when  we  will  have  to  abandon  the  older  part  of  the 
Washburn  building  with  the  exception  of  the  gram- 
mer  room.  When  that  time  arrives,  it  will  still  be  pos- 
sible to  transfer  the  Industrial  School  to  the  Washburn 
and  utilize  the  whole  of  the  building  at  Sixth  and 
Vine.  The  operation  of  the  summer  school  will  tend 
materially  to  lessen  the  enrollment  in  this  district,  so 
that  we  shall  not  need  a  new  building  there  for  years 
to  come.  As  the  factories  and  stores  creep  up  from 
the  river,  the  population  will  move  out  of  this  district 
toward  the  bluffs,  and  to  my  mind  it  would  not  seem 
wise  to  contemplate  the  erection  of  a  large  new  build- 
ing in  a  district  which  plainly  is  marked  to  be  depopu- 
lated of  its  children.  The  time  may  come  when  the 
first  and  second  districts  will  be  consolidated  at  the 
present  Washington  School.  It  is  one  of  the  two  build- 
ings in  the  city  which  at  present  is  not  filled  to  its 
capacity.  In  fact,  it  is  the  one  district  which  shows  a 
decrease  in  enrollment  from  last  year,  this  being  due 
largely  to  the  opening  of  the  new  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  room  at  the  German  Lutheran  school.  Otherwise 
under  its  new  principal,  Mr.  Kircher,  the  first  district 
has  enjoyed  a  very  successful  year.  The  movement  of 
the  population  toward  the  bluffs  will  eventually  force 
us  to  make  either  the  Hogan  or  the  Webster  School  into 
a  full  graded  building,  but  that  also  is  quite  a  way 
ahead  of  us  as  yet. 

Proposed  Changes. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  proposal  to  organize 
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the  Third  and  Sixth  districts  upon  the  Junior  High 
School  plan  and  to  put  up  a  new  Manual  Training  shop 
at  the  Lincoln  School,  he  greatest  need  before  us  at 
present,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  building  of  an  addition 
to  the  Logan  School  to  enable  us  to  give  two  years  of 
high  school  work  on  the  North  Side  as  well  as  to  con- 
centrate all  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  that 
portion  of  the  city  at  a  single  center.  The  concentrat- 
ing of  the  7A,  8B,  and  8A  pupils  last  fall  enabled  us  to 
dispense  with  one  teacher,  as  I  have  already  pointed 
out.  If  we  could  take  the  7B  grades  into  the  same 
building,  it  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  one  more 
teacher. 

The  North  Side  has  for  years  been  demanding  a 
high  school.  In  the  past,  I  have  steadily  opposed  this 
because  of  the  expense  and  because  I  had  thought  that 
it  would  be  a  useless  duplication  of  plants.  During  the 
past  year,  however,  I  have  become  firmly  persuaded 
that  the  time  has  come  for  such  a  change.  I  recently 
compiled  a  table  showing  the  distribution  of  the  grad- 
uates of  the  high  school  for  the  past  ten  years  accord- 
ing to  the  districts  in  which  they  lived.  I  give  it  below. 

Distribution  of  High  School  Graduates  '06-15  by 
Preparatory  Schools. 

Moved  into 
City 
So.  No. 


Total  1st 

2nd 

3rd 

5th 

6th 

7th  side  side 

1906 

25 

2 

4 

9 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1907 

39 

3 

7 

15 

6 

2 

1 

5 

1908 

50 

7 

7 

24 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1909 

44 

3 

3 

20 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1910 

, . , ,  82 

13 

9 

23 

5 

8 

10 

7 

1911 

,   ,  77 

10 

7 

33 

4 

8 

6 

6 

1912 

84 

9 

3 

28 

9 

10 

8 

7 

1 

1913 

103 

19 

8 

29 

7 

16 

5 

12 

1 

1914 

125 

15 

17 

27 

8 

12 

13 

13 

1 

1915 

,  142 

22 

13 

26 

8 

16 

10 

21 

1 

771 

103 

78  234 

53 

82 

62 

85 

5 
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6 
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It  will  be  noted  that  out  of  771  graduates,  only  131 
are  registered  from  the  North  Side,  and  seven  of  these 
are  pupils  who  were  prepared  for  high  school  on  the 
North  Side,  but  whose  parents  removed  to  the  South 
Side  at  the  beginning  of  the  children's  high  school 
course ;  so  that  strictly  speaking,  only  124,  or  less  than 
one-sixth  of  the  entire  number  attended  high  school 
from  the  North  Side.  This  gives  an  average  of  a  lit- 
tle over  twelve  pupils  a  year.  North  La  Crosse  is  a 
city  of  10,000.  Many  cities  of  10,000  or  under  in  our 
state  have  high  schools  enrolling  from  250  to  400 
students.  Sparta,  Tomah,  Viroqua,  Ashland,  Merrill, 
Watertown,  etc.,  all  fall  into  this  class.  Some  of  these 
cities  have  not  half  the  population  of  North  La  Crosse, 
and  yet  can  show  a  high  school  enrollment  of  300  pu- 
pils.  During  the  past  semester,  out  of  947  pupils  en- 
rolled in  the  high  school,  only  183  came  from  the  Nortl: 
Side.  The  North  Side  principals  have  been  indefatig« 
able  in  inducing  their  graduates  to  enter  high  school, 
but  they  come  and  do  not  stay.  Out  of  the  183,  136 
were  members  of  the  two  lower  classes.  It  is  dis- 
gracful  to  think  that  a  city  of  10,000  has  graduated 
but  twelve  pupils  a  year  on  the  average  for  the  past 
ten  years.    The  reason  for  it  is,  as  the  experience  of 
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Other  cities  has  shown,  that  children  will  not  go  a  long 
distance  to  school.  Twelve  years  ago,  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  with  a  population  of  nearly  600,000,  had  only  one 
high  school.  At  last,  an  enlightened  school  board  per- 
ceived that  the  distance  of  this  school  from  the  ma- 
jority of  the  pupils  was  prohibitive,  and  accordingly 
four  other  schools  were  built  around  in  the  outlying 
districts.  In  three  years  the  high  school  enrollment 
of  the  city  had  more  than  quadrupled.  Many  cities  the 
size  of  La  Crosse  support  two  high  schools.  Aurora, 
Illinois,  Superior  and  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  are  examples.  Madison  supports  the  Wisconsin 
High  School  conducted  by  the  University,  a  large  Madi- 
son High  School,  and  a  branch  high  school  at  the  Ran- 
dall building.  We  must  take  the  school  to  the  pupil.  The 
pupils  will  not  come  a  long  distance  to  the  school.  The 
item  of  expense  enters  in,  of  course.  As  it  is,  the  pupils 
of  the  North  Side  are  paying  in  street  car  fare  and  for 
lunches  nearly  $6,000  a  year  at  a  very  conservative  es- 
timate, but  the  matter  of  time  and  distance  is  more 
important  than  money.  It  will  be  noted  in  the  table 
given  above  that  the  school  which  has  produced  the 
greatest  number  of  graduates  is  the  Lincoln,  in  whose 
district  the  high  school  is  located.  The  school  which 
stands  second  on  the  list  is  the  Washington,  not  a  dis- 
trict filled  with  well-to-do  residents,  in  fact  quite  the 
contrary,  but  located  only  four  blocks  from  the  high 
school  building.  The  Sixth  district,  located  in  the  south 
end  of  the  city,  perhaps  has  the  lowest  per  capita  wealth 
of  all  districts  in  the  city.  It  is  likewise  the  farthest 
distant  from  the  high  school  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  North  Side  schools.  In  number  of  8th  ^rade  grad- 
uates, it  ranks  about  even  with  the  Seventh  district, 
but  in  spite  of  its  lower  wealth  per  capita  and  its 
great  distance,  it  has  contributed  twentv  more  high 
school  graduates  than  has  the  Franklin  district.  There 
is  absolutely  no  rebuttal  to  these  figures.  Pupils  will 
not  go  a  great  distance  to  get  their  schooling.  The 
erection  of  a  suitable  building  on  the  North  Side  would 
cost,  with  all  its  equipment,  somewhat  less  than  $50,- 
000.   A  high  school  education  is  worth  $10,000  to  the 
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average  child  in  earning  power  alone.  If  only  five 
children  per  year  received  a  high  school  course  who 
now  are  failing  to  secure  this  education,  they  would 
be  benefited  to  the  extent  of  the  entire  cost  of  the 
building.  The  objection  will  be  raised  that  we  have 
not  taken  into  account  the  up-keep  and  the  cost  of  ad- 
ditional teachers.  The  answer  to  this  is  that  the  ob- 
ject of  every  city  should  be  to  provide  the  best  educa- 
tion possible  for  the  largest  number  of  pupils,  and  to 
refuse  to  do  nothing  which  would  provide  education 
for  those  who  now  are  not  receiving  it.  If  we  were  not 
actuated  by  this  spirit  but  were  simply  trying  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  our  schools,  we  could  shut  up  half  the  build- 
ings in  the  city  and  notify  the  pupils  who  now  attend 
them  that  they  must  walk  two  miles  a  day  to  another 
school  if  they  wish  an  education.  The  result  of  this 
would  be  naturally  a  great  decrease  in  school  expendi- 
tures, but  it  is  hardly  the  ideal  for  which  we  are  striv- 
ing. I  sincerely  trust  that  all  the  members  of  your  hon- 
orable body  will  use  your  influence  as  individuals  with 
the  city  council  in  order  to  secure  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  calling  for  the  erection  of  the  North  Side 
school.  Our  present  high  school  building  is  badly 
crowded.  If  nothing  is  done  to  relieve  conditions,  the 
enrollment  next  February  will  run  over  1,000.  The 
building  was  originally  intended  for'^00,  and  the  Hixon 
Annex  provides  space  for  only  90  pupils  to  work  at  a 
time.  Practically  every  room  in  the  main  building  is 
filled  every  period  of  the  day.  This  means  that  the 
same  room  must  be  used  by  two  or  more  different  in- 
structors. I  note  that  President  Cotton  in  his  appeal 
to  the  legislature  for  the  new  building  says  that  the 
same  condition  obtains  in  the  Normal,  and  that  it  is 
very  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  school.  I 
agree  with  him  fully.  A  teacher  should  have  her  own 
individual  room  where  pupils  can  seek  her  during  her 
off  periods  in  order  to  receive  special  help.  Anything 
like  this  is  impossible  under  our  present  arrangement. 
Every  inch  of  available  space  is  now  being  utilized, 
and  the  only  other  solution  of  the  problem  would  be  to 
conduct  school  more  hours  in  the  day,  with  pupils 
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coming  and  going  at  different  times,  and  in  some  cases 
working  six  periods  uninterruptedly.  The  best  psycho- 
logists tell  us  that  this  is  not  wise.  Many  schools  which 
were  conducted  on  the  one  session  plan  have  abandoned 
it  in  favor  of  two.  The  rest  and  relaxation  of  the  noon 
period  are  needed  by  everybody.  Tests  of  efficiency 
reveal  that  after  the  pupils  have  been  working  for  two 
and  a  half  hours  in  the  morning  they  no  longer  respond 
as  quickly  and  intelligently  as  at  first.  To  work  them 
after  this  period  has  been  reached  is  to  increase  the 
toxin  of  fatigue  and  to  invite  still  poorer  results. 

The  problem  of  where  to  house  the  large  classes 
which  will  enter  the  7A  on  the  North  Side  next  Febru- 
ary is  a  serious  one.  There  is  a  vacant  room  at  the 
Jefferson  building,  but  the  great  majority  of  the  chil- 
dren who  attend  the  Logan  School  live  between  that 
building  and  the  Franklin,  so  that  if  we  compelled  the 
third  grade,  for  instance,  to  move  down  to  the  Jef- 
ferson building,  they  would  be  walking  past  one  school 
building  on  their  way  to  their  new  location.  We  should 
have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  forcing  them  to  do 
this,  besides  which  children  of  eight  and  nine  years 
ought  not  be  compelled  to  walk  ten  blocks  each  way  to 
school,  especially  in  inclement  weather.  All  these  prob- 
lems would  be  most  happily  solved  by  the  erection  of 
the  proposed  addition. 

The  new  Watt  system  of  ventilation  promises  to 
save  us  between  $1,000  and  $1,500  in  the  high  school  in 
fuel  and  power.  Mr.  Watt  proposes  to  install  his  sys- 
tem in  each  of  our  grade  buildings  and  receive  as  his 
compensation  whatever  amount  we  may  save  in  fuel 
and  power  in  the  course  of  the  first  year,  the  figures 
to  be  determined  by  ourselves.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  a  proposal  which  we  can  ill  afford  to  reject,  for 
it  is  heads  we  win  and  tails,  we  cannot  lose. 

The  matter  of  playground  apparatus  which  I  rec- 
ommended two  years  ago  and  which  it  was  voted  at 
that  time  to  purchase,  has  fallen  by  the  board  owing 
to  our  financial  stringency  during  the  school  year 
1913-14.  With  the  aid  of  the  Manual  Training  Depart- 
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ment,  it  would  seem  as  though  a  great  deal  of  ap- 
paratus can  be  produced  at  a  small  cost. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  renew  my  expressions  of 
gratitude  for  the  confidence  which  you  have  shown  in 
my  work,  and  for  the  boldness  with  which  you  have 
adopted  and  for  the  firmness  with  which  you  have  de- 
fended our  many  radical  innovations.  I  appreciate  it 
to  the  fullest  extent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  P.  BENEZET. 


LIST  OF  EMPLOYEES 


Mr.  L.  P.  Benezet,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Mr.  John  G.  Beranek,  Secretary. 

Mr.  John  S.  League,  Superintendent  of  Buildings. 

Miss  Emma  Kinservik,  Stenographer. 

Mr.  Sol  Burdick,  Truant  Officer. 


Mr.  I.  H.  Kircher 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Principal 


Washington  School,  16th  and  Vine 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Name 
Anna  M.  Jenkins 
Ottilia  Neumeister 
Gertrude  Wiebrecht 
Mary  L.  Damon 
Ada  Jagow 
Nell  Gaffney 
Emma  A.  Hanson 
Mary  Becker 
Bessie  D.  Jones 


Grade  Taught 
Grammar  Room  Asst. 
Grammar  Room  Asst. 
Sixth  Grade 
Fifth  Grade 
Fourth  Grade 
Third  Grade 
Second  Grade 
First  Grade 
Kindergarten 


SECOND  DISTRICT 

Mr.   W.   C.   Greenwalt  Principal 

Washburn  School,  8th  and  Main 


Miss  Anna  L.  Collins 
Miss  Margaret  Lewis 
Miss  Gertrude  D.  Heydon 
Miss  Charlotte  Kohn 
Miss  Alice  M.  Byrne 
Miss  Grace  Ogden 
Miss  Ruth  Klosheim 
Miss  Grace  E.  Guertin 
Miss  Elizabeth  Witherbee 
Mrs.  C.  A.  MacCarthy 
Miss  Anna  Grams 


Grammer  Room  Asst. 
Grammer  Room  Asst. 
Seventh  B  Grade 
Sixth  Grade 
Fifth  Grade 
Fourth  Grade 

Second  Grade  ! 

First  B  and  2nd  B  Grades 

Kindergarten 

Ungraded  Room 

German  and  Ungraded  Work. 
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Longfellow  School,  6th  and  Vine 


Name 

Miss  Bertha  Cleveland 
Miss  Amy  G.  Clark 
Miss  Ruth  E.  Parks 
Miss  Maude  E.  Hodge 


Grade  Taught 
(Vice  Principal)  Sixth  Grade. 
Third  Grade 
Second  Grade 
First  Grade 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 


Mr.  D.  H.  Shepardson 


Principal 


Lincoln  School,  8th  and  Division 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Geneve  Caldwell 
Orrie  M.  Bigham 
Bertha  C.  Shuman 
Jessie  Leissring 
M.  Fay  Shuman 
Lois  Wilder 
Beatrice  Leissring 
Joanna  Mutschmann 
Olga  Walloe 
Bertha  E.  Lawrence 
Marguerite  Fey 
Norma  A.  Reichelt 


Grammar  Room  Asst. 
Grammar  Room  Asst. 
Seventh  Grade 
Sixth  A  and  Seventh  B. 
Fifth  A  and  Sixth  B 
Fourth  A  and  Fifth  B. 
Third  and  Fourth 
Third  Grade 
Second  Grade 
First  Grade 
Kindergarten 
Ungraded  Room 


Kogsm  School,  18th  and  Winnebago 


Miss  Bertha  Hoefke 

Miss  Josephine  M.  Kohn 

Miss  Nettie  S.  Hall 

Miss  Susan  Campbell 

Miss  Elise  D.  Kluver 

Miss  Mabel  Bjornstad 


(Vice  Principal)  Sixth  Grade 

Fifth  Grade 

Fourth  Grade 

Third  Grade 

Second  Grade 

First  Grade 


Miss  Hazel  E.  Whitmore  Kindergarten 


FIFTH  DISTRICT 

Mr.  Harry  Spence  Principal 

Jefferson  School,  St.  James  and  Caledonia 


Miss  Rose  Higgins 
Miss  Lalla  T.  Robinson 
Miss  Lillie  L.  Kosanda 
Miss  Mary  H.  Griswold 
Miss  Clara  A.  Anderson 
Miss  Mary  Reilly 
Miss  Georgina  E.  Young 
Miss  Mary  Devine 
Miss  Jessica  Lichtenberger 
Miss  Marion  Southworth 


Seventh  B  and  Sixth  A 
Sixth  B  Grade 
Fifth  Grade 
Fourth  Grade 
Third  Grade 

Third  B  and  2nd  A  Grade 
Second  B  Grade 
First  Grade 
Kindergarten 
Ungraded  Work 
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SIXTH  DISTRICT. 
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Mr.  F.  H.  Fowler 

Hamilton  School, 

Miss  Hannah  McConville 

Miss  Jennie  A.  Jennings 

Miss  Vera  L.  Allen 

Miss  Verena  G.  Otten 

Mrs.  A.  K.  Sagen 

Miss  Shirley  D.  Almy 

Miss  Alma  M.  Hosely 

Miss  Agnes  Sparling 

Miss  Lillian  G.  Showers 

Miss  Anne  V.  Kinnear 

Miss  Ethel  F.  Tower 

Miss  Barbara  J.  Paul 

Miss  Nellie  E.  Jacob 

Miss  Ella  Gregory 

Miss  Ruth  L.  Bristol 

Miss  Edna  Larson 

Webster  School, 

Miss  Bertha  Higgins 
Miss  Katherine  Gallegher 

♦Miss  Stella  I.  Trane 

♦Mrs.  H.  A.  Worthington 
Miss  Florence  L.  Oadams 
Miss  Mary  E.  McSorley 
Miss  Mary  D.  Torrance 
Miss  Jessie  Blackburn 

♦Miss  Emma  L.  Rohrer 

♦Miss  Ida  Erickson 


Principal 

8th  and  Johnson 

Grammar  Room  Asst. 
Grammar  Room  Asst. 
Seventh  A  and  Eighth  B. 
Seventh  Grade 
Sixth  Grade 
Fifth  Grade 
Fifth  Grade 
Fourth  Grade 
Fourth  Grade 
Third  Grade 
Second  A  and  Third  B 
Second  Grade 
First  Grade 
First  Grade 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten  Assistant 

14th  and  Redfield 

(Vice  Princ.)  5th  A  and  6th  B 
Sixth  A  and  Seventh  B 
Fourth  A  and  Fifth  B 
Third  A  and  Fourth  B 
Second  A  and  Third  B 
First  A  and' Second  B 
First  Grade 
Kindergarten 
Third  A  and  Fourth  B 
Second  A  and  Third  B 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Hayden  Principal 

Franklin  School,  Kane  and  Gillette. 


Miss  Elizabeth  Gillespie 

Miss  Christine  S.  Nelson 

Miss  Jennie  F.  Cabanis 

Miss  Flora  E.  Prescott 

Miss  Mary  S.  Marson 

Miss  Eunice  Freeman 

Miss  Eda  J.  Kluver 

Miss  Edna  E.  Byrne 

*First  Semester  only. 
♦Second  Semester  only 


Vice  Principal 

Seventh  B 

Sixth  B 

Fifth  Grade 

Fifth  B  and  Fourth  A 

Fourth  Grade 

Fourth  B  and  Third  A 

Third  Grade 
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Miss  Carolla  Bangsberg 
Miss  Mabel  Sjolander 
Miss  Gwendolyn  Fenton 
Miss  Laura  Warren 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Miss 
Miss 


Miss  Nealie  A.  Nelson 
Miss  Julia  Higgins 
Miss  Helen  H.  Gorton 

Mr.  Carl  I.  Erickson 
Miss  Ruth  Kirkland 


Second  Grade 
First  Grade 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten  Assistant. 


History 
English 

Spelling,  Arithmetic,  Penman- 
ship 

Manual  Training 
Household  Arts 


Logan  School,  Logan  and  Avon 

Ella  Woerpel  Third  Grade 

Edna  I.  Campbell  Second  Grade 

Agnes  M.  Lindas  First  Grade 

Helen  Weber  Kindergarten 

North  Branch  School,  Wood  and  Hayes 

Geneva  Atkinson        Second  Grade 
Barbara  M.  Knothe    First  Grade 


JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Logan  and  Avon 


man  school,  leth  and  Cass 


Mr.  B.  E.  McCormick 
Miss  Lena  Heideman 

Mr.  Robt.  H.  Butler 

Mr.  Erwin  A.  Peart 

Mr.  Horton  Kline 
Mr.  John  F.  Stuckert 
Mr.  Owen  E.  Horne 

Miss  Caroline  Ruddock 
Miss  Fern  Hackett 
Miss  Mirah  Congdon 
Mr.  Roswell  C.  Puckett 
Mr.  Homer  W.  Leach 
Mr.  F.  H.  Thomas 
Mr.  Layton  Gouldin 
Mr.  Emmett  A.  Hassett 
Mr.  C.  D.  Brower 
Mr.  J.  V.  Ernst 


Principal 

Vice  Principal  and  Head  of 
History  Department 

Head  of  Commercial  Dept.  & 
Supervisor  of  Penmanship 

Supervisor  of  Manual  Train- 
ing 

Head  of  Mathematics  Rept. 
Head  of  German  Dept. 
Supervisor  of   Physical  Cul- 
ture and  Director  of  Ath's 
Supervisor  of  Househ'd  Arts 
Head  of  English  Department. 
Head  of  Latin  Dept. 
Science  and  Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Metal  Trades 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Woodworking 
Mathematics 
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German 
English 
English 

Physical  Culture 
German 

Mechanical  Drawing 

Science 

History 

French  Mathematics 

English 
English 
English 

Commercial  Branches 
English 

Latin  and  German 
Commercial  Branches 
Sewing 

History  and  Mathematics 
Latin  and  English 
English 

Millinery  and  Sewing 

English 

Librarian 

English 

Commercial  Branches 

Mathematics 

Librarian 

Clerk 

Director  of  Lunch  Room 
Assistant  in  Lunch  Room 


Miss  Marie  Hektoen 
Miss  Anna  M.  Mashek 
Miss  Cora  F.  Desmond 
Miss  Alma  J.  Wylie 
Miss  Ada  D.  Wilke 
Mr.  Wm.  D.  Mayo 
Mrs.  E.  Irish 
Miss  Catherine  E.  Hayes 
Miss  Cora  B.  Swift 
Miss  Ethel  Elliott 
Miss  Florence  Hargrave 
Miss  Jennie  M.  Constance 
Mrs.  Margaret  Cavanaugh 
Miss  Ruth  Gotten 
Miss  Hester  A.  Jacobs 
Miss  Norah  Guertin 
Miss  Cora  Kempter 
Miss  H.  Margaret  Josten 
Miss  Caryl  R.  Williams 
Miss  Margaret  Eberle 
Miss  Grace  F.  Gesell 
Miss  Ruth  R.  Wood 
'Miss  Bessie  Torrance 
'Miss  May  V.  Dunn 
'Mr.  Frank  D.  Jameson 
'Mr.  Wm.  Collinge 
'Miss  Kathryn  Erickson 
Miss  Matilda  Linse 
Miss  Emily  Hamburger 
Miss  Alice  Matiak 

Special  Teachers 
Miss  Ida  E.  MacLean 
Miss  Helen  Hudson 
Mr.  A.  R.  Mitchell 
Miss  Margaret  S.  Barnett 
Miss  Lois  Stevens 
Miss  Minnie  Britt 
Mr.  Harry  J.  Marshall 


Supervisor  of  Music 
Supervisor  of  Drawing 
Manual  Training 
Household  Arts 
Director  of  Deaf  School 
Assistant  in  Deaf  School 
Assistant  in  Physical  Culture 


Janitors 

Mr.  Frank  Walters 
Mr.  Christ  Johnson 
Mr.  Andrew  Engelhard 
Mr.  Andrew  Olson 
Mr.  Andrew  Basch 
Mr.  Eles  Mekvold 
Mr.  Henry  Otten 
Mr.  Bernt  Dockendorff 
Mr.  Chas.  Groscopf 


Washington  School 
Washburn  School 
Longfellow  School 
Lincoln  School 
Hogan  School 
Jefferson  School 
Hamilton  School 
Hamilton  Annex 
Webster  School 
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Mr.  George  Barber 
Mr.  Julius  Zander 
Miss  Agnes  Knight 
Mr.  Henry  Hansen 
Mr.  Louise  Weise 
Mr.  George  Oelschig 
Mr.  George  Schwanzle 
Miss  Emma  Fietz 
Mr.  O.  F.  Opsahl 
Mr.  Wm.  Baum 
♦First  Semester  only. 
♦♦Second  Semester  only. 


Franklin  School 

Logan  School 

North  Branch 

Logan  Annex 

Engineer  High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School 

High  School  Annex 

Night  Watchman  High  School 


Report  on  Summer  School — 1915. 


Total  Enrollment. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

55 

68 

123 

111 

105 

216 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  .  , 

. .  182 

175 

357 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts  . 

.  169 

168 

337 

High  School  

96 

212 

308 

Total   

613 

728 

1,341 

Withdraw  Before 

Close  of  Term 

17 

13 

30 

10 

13 

23 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  . . . 

, .  27 

28 

55 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts . . 

, .  53 

60 

113 

High  School  

11 

21 

32 

Total   

118 

135 

253 

No.  of  Pupils  Remaining 

at  the  Close  of  Term 

38 

55 

93 

Second  District  

101 

92 

193 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  .  . . 

. .  155 

147 

302 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts  .  , 

116 

109 

225 

85 

191 

276 

Total  

495 

594 

1,089 

No  of  Pupils 

Promoted 

First  District  

,  30 

46 

76 

Second  District  

.  90 

84 

174 
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Third  and  Sixth  Districts  ....  Ill  114  225 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts. . .    81  78  159 


Total    312  322  634 

Credits  gained  by  High  School 

pupils   115         279  394 

High  School  pupils  who  were 
promoted  as  a  result  of  at- 
tending Summer  School   ...  52 

It  will  be  observed  that  out  of  1,341  pupils  who  be- 
gan the  work,  1,089  remained  to  the  finish.  In  the 
grades,  a  large  number  of  pupils  were  reviewing  the 
work  with  the  idea  of  strengthening  themselves. 
Nevertheless  634  gained  promotion.  In  the  High  School 
394  grades  were  gained,  the  equivalent  of  a  semester's 
work  for  practically  one  hundred  pupils. 

The  North  Side  pupils  showed  the  greatest  loss  in 
enrollment  through  dropping  out.  Mr.  Spence  investi- 
gated every  single  case  of  the  113  with  this  result: 
Pupils  dropped  out  for  the  following  reasons: 

Lost  interest    21 

Illness    18 

Left  city   18 

Visiting  out  of  town   9 

Weather  too  hot   8 

Distance  too  great   8 

Illness  in  family   7 

Found  work  too  hard   5 

Parents  decided   children   were  too   young  to 

skip  grade    5 

Too  early  to  get  up   3 

Mother  decided  children  needed  rest   3 

Parochial  school  students  found  they  would  re- 
ceive no  credit  for  work   2 

Grandfather  objected    2 

Went  to  work   1 

Hurt  in  accident    1 

Left  to  attend  class  in  religious  instruction   1 

Grew  sulky  and  left  when  disciplined   1 


Total 


113 
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An  epidemic  of  measles  was  responsible  for  most  of 
the  cases  of  sickness.  Seven  children  were  forced  to 
stay  at  home  by  the  illness  of  parents.  Eighteen  left 
the  city,  and  nine  went  visiting  out  of  town.  Of  the 
five  students  who  found  the  work  too  hard,  four  were 
from  parochial  schools  and  found  themselves  handi- 
capped by  unfamiliar  books  and  courses  of  study.  Two 
children  were  taken  out  because  their  grandfather 
came  for  a  visit.  He  had  never  attended  summer  school 
in  his  day  and  objected  to  having  his  grandchildren  go. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  fifth  and  seventh  dis- 
tricts had  three  times  the  percentage  of  loss,  through 
dropping  out,  of  any  of  the  other  schools.  Neverthe- 
less the  reasons  for  withdrawal  as  given  above  are 
fairly  typical  of  cases  throughout  the  city.  The  great- 
est loss  in  the  Hamilton  School  was  caused  by  the  fact 
that  the  Holy  Trinity  pupils  withdrew  in  a  body  after 
summer  classes  were  organized  in  their  own  school. 

Mr.  Kircher,  principal  of  the  First  District,  asked 
the  pupils  of  his  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  grades 
certain  questions,  with  the  idea  of  getting  the  pupils' 
view-point  regarding  the  summer  school.  The  ques- 
tions are  as  follows : 

1  What  are  your  reasons  for  attending  Summer 
School? 

2  Did  your  parents  compel  you  to  attend  Sum- 
mer School  or  did  you  go  of  your  own  free  will? 

3  Did  you  find  it  difficult  to  get  to  school  at  8 
o'clock? 

4  Would  you  prefer  to  begin  school  at  9  o'clock 
and  go  back  in  the  afternoon  ? 

5  What  did  you  like  about  the  summer  work? 

6  What  did  you  dislike  about  the  summer  work? 

7  Was  the  work  a  burden  to  you? 

8  Was  the  work  tiresome?  Were  you  perfectly 
contented  in  school? 

9  Did  you  find  it  necessary  to  study  in  the  after- 
noon?  In  the  evening?  How  much? 

10  Do  you  feel  tired  and  worn  out  as  a  result  of 
having  attended  Summer  School? 
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11  How  many  hot  (uncomfortable)  days  did  you 
attend  school? 

12  How  many  days  were  you  absent  during  the 
summer?   Why  were  you  absent? 

13  Did  you  earn  any  money  during  the  summer? 
How  much  ?  What  work  did  you  do  to  earn  this  money  ? 

14  How  did  you  spend  your  afternoons? 

15  Do  you  think  a  vacation  of  3I/2'  weeks  is  enough  ? 

16  What  do  you  plan  to  do  during  your  vacation? 

17  Write  the  names  of  any  new  acquaintances  you 
have  formed  as  a  result  of  having  attended  summer 
school. 

18  Are  you  sorry  that  you  attended  summer 
school  ? 

20  Would  you  advise  your  friends  to  attend  school 
next  summer? 

The  answers  are  illuminating.  Replying  to  No.  1, 
forty  had  attended  summer  school  because  they  wished 
to  skip  a  grade,  sixteen  because  they  wished  to  avoid 
failure,  three  because  they  liked  to  go  to  school,  and 
three  because  they  had  nothing  else  to  do.  In  answer 
to  question  2,  forty-nine  had  attended  voluntarily,  one 
was  ordered  to  go  by  his  teacher,  and  twelve  were 
ordered  to  go  by  their  parents.  Replying  to  No.  3.  for- 
ty-six found  no  trouble  about  getting  to  school  by 
eight  o'clock,  while  sixteen  found  trouble  in  getting  to 
school  on  time.  In  answering  the  4th  question,  fifty- 
four  pupils  preferred  a  session  from  eight  to  twelve 
o'clock,  eight  preferred  the  nine  to  twelve  o'clock  ses- 
sion and  then  to  go  again  in  the  afternoon.  Replying 
to  No.  5,  thirteen  enjoyed  the  gymnasium  work,  five 
enjoyed  the  long  recesses,  eight  enjoyed  school  be- 
cause of  their  excellent  teachers,  four  enjoyed  the  fact 
that  they  were  given  a  little  more  freedom  than  in  the 
regular  session,  eight  enjoyed  the  building  (the  Nor- 
mal), and  eleven  did  not  reply.  Replying  to  the  6th 
question,  fifty-eight  disliked  nothing  about  the  summer 
school,  eleven  disliked  the  work  in  arithmetic,  one  dis- 
liked the  rainy  weather,  and  one  lamented  the  fact 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  at  recess.  In  answer  to  ques- 
tion 7,  fifty-six  answered  that  the  work  was  not  a 
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burden,  six  answered  that  a  part  of  the  work  was 
burdensome.  Replying  to  No.  8,  sixty-two  said  the  work 
was  not  tiresome.  In  answer  to  question  No.  9,  forty  re- 
plied that  they  did  not  have  to  study  in  the  afternoon, 
ten  studied  one  hour  in  the  evening,  and  twelve  gave 
no  answer.  Replying  to  the  10th  question,  fifty-five 
said  they  did  not  feel  tired  and  worn,  while  seven  oth- 
ers said  they  did.  In  answer  to  the  11th  question,  two 
was  found  to  be  the  average  number  of  hot  days. 
In  replying  to  No.  12,  twenty-one  were  not  absent  a 
single  day.  Two  were  absent  on  account  of  the  rain; 
six  were  not  up  in  time  to  get  to  school.  One  reported 
that  he  was  absent  because  he  was  invited  out,  three 
went  to  the  country,  twenty  helped  at  home,  five  were 
absent  on  account  of  deaths,  and  twelve  gave  no  an- 
swer. In  answer  to  the  13th  question,  thirty-five  did 
not  earn,  others  worked,  and  together  earned  seventy- 
five  dollars.  Some  worked  at  the  Country  Club,  others 
ran  on  errands,  tended  babies,  and  carried  newspapers. 
Question  No.  14 :  Eight  helped  at  home,  eleven  read,  two 
attended  school  (religious  classes)  two  tended  babies, 
twenty-nine  played,  and  ten  gave  no  answer. 

Replying  to  question  No.  15,  fifty  thought  a  vaca- 
tion of  three  and  a  half  weeks  was  enough  while  ten 
thought  such  a  vacation  not  long  enough.  In  answer 
to  question  No.  16,  seven  had  no  plans,  eight  had 
planned  to  work,  seventeen  were  going  to  the  country, 
five  planned  to  leave  the  state,  four  wished  to  visit, 
and  twenty-one  gave  no  answer.  Question  seventeen 
revealed  the  fact  that  a  great  many  acquaintances  were 
formed  through  bringing  children  of  the  different  dis- 
tricts together. 

For  instance,  the  eighth  grade  children  from  the 
first  district  were  sent  to  the  Washburn  School,  while 
certain  grades  from  the  Washburn  attended  the  Nor- 
mal School  with  the  Washington  children.  To  the 
18th  question,  the  entire  sixty-two  replied  that  they 
were  not  sorry  they  had  attended  summer  school.  Re- 
plying to  the  19th  question,  fifty-six  wished  to  attend 
school  next  summer  while  six  did  not.  In  answer  to 
question  No.  20,  fifty-eight  would  advise  their  friends 
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to  attend  summer  school  next  summer  while  four  would 
not. 

In  the  light  of  our  experience  the  present  summer,  it 
would  seem  wise  to  offer  the  work  of  the  first  three 
grades  at  least  in  every  building  in  the  city  the  coming 
summer.  Experience  shows  that  the  little  children  will 
not  go  any  great  distance  to  school.  It  also  would 
seem  a  good  plan  not  to  require  the  children  in  the 
two  lower  grades  to  reach  the  building  until  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  making  their  hours  from  nine 
to  twelve  instead  of  eight  to  eleven  as  they  were  this 
year.  Part  of  the  dropping  out  on  the  North  Side  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Logan  building  was  not  avail- 
able, owing  to  repairs  necessitated  by  the  recent  fire 
there.  It  is  the  intention  next  summer  to  concentrate 
the  upper  grades  in  this  building.  We  also  intend  to 
offer  the  First  B  grade  to  children  who  have  completed 
their  work  in  the  kindergarten.  As  the  summer  school 
ceases  to  be  an  experiment  and  its  benefits  are  plain 
to  both  the  parents  and  pupils,  it  will  become  a  reg- 
ular part  of  our  system  and  will  enroll  increasing 
numbers,  with  the  result  that  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, La  Crosse  children  will  attend  school  all  the  year 
round. 

L.  P.  BENEZET 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS  LISRARY 
AUG    J  ipni 
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MANUAL  TRAINING 


La  Crosse,  June  18,  1915. 
Mr.  L.  P.  Benezet,  Supt.  of  Schools, 

Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the 
Manual  Training  Department  for  the  school  year  end- 
ing June  18,  1915. 

Attendance  in  Grades. 

First  Semester,  September  1,  1914: 


Eighth  A    56 

Eighth  B   78 

Seventh  A    64 

Seventh  B   65 

Sixth  A   58 

Sixth  B   77 

Total    398 


Manual  training  was  not  offered  in  the  5th  A  and 
B  as  heretofore,  which  will  decrease  the  attendance 
very  noticeably. 

Second  semester,  February  1,  1915 : 


Eighth  A   71 

Eighth  B    66 

Seventh  A    68 

Seventh  B    57 

Total    262 


A  Junior  High  was  started  at  the  Logan  in  Sep- 
tember and  was  so  successful  that  a  similar  plan  was 
adopted  at  the  Washington,  giving  them  three  days  a 
week,  thereby  eliminating  the  Sixth  grade. 

The  Hamilton  center  was  given  the  time  of  one 
man  for  two  days  a  week.  The  following  table  gives 
attendance  for  semester  beginning  February  1st: 
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66  attended  every  day  at  Logan. 
75  three  times  a  week  at  Washington. 
141  once  a  week  at  Hamilton. 
These  conditions  show  that  all  boys  of  the  city  are 
not  given  equal  work;  necessarily,  they  cannot  earn 
equal  credits.   Four  centers  in  the  city  with  a  man  at 
each  center  will  give  the  boys  equal  instruction  and  by 
giving  the  work  five  times  a  week,  a  unit  of  credit  can 
be  secured  for  high  school  credit.    It  will  eliminate 
half  the  time  of  a  man  in  the  high  school  as  it  is  at  the 
present  time. 

Average  attendance  in  grades  on  the  basis  of  at- 


tending once  a  week : 

First  semester   537 

Second  semester   527 

1064 

Average  attendance  for  year,  532. 

Attendance  in  High  School 

First  semester   194 

Second  semester   180 

Average  attendance  for  year   187 


Average  attendance  in  Manual  Training  depart- 
ment including  grades,  719. 

Total  number  of  boys  taking  Manual  Training,  731. 
Attendance  according  to  subject  in  high  school : 


First  Second 

Semester  Semester  Total 

M.T.  I                            40  37  77 

M.T.  11                          36  34  70 

M.T.  Ill                        40  21  61 

M.T.  IV                         30  40  70 

M.  T.  V                          24  15  39 

M.T.  VI                          24  20  44 

M.T.  VII   not  given  13  13 


194  180  364 
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Cost  af  Material. 


Lumber  $  750.59 

Hardware   153.59 

Finishing  materials    70.25 

Drawing  supplies    185.24 

Foundry  and  Forge   140.50 

Extra  supplies   129.35 

$1,429.52 

Money  taken  in  for  materials : 

Industrial  School  $  94.55 

La  Crosse  20th  Century  Club    40.00 

Grades    40  37 

H.  S.  and  Night  School*  .* .*  .* .* .*  .*  318.53 

Total  $493.45 


Materials  on  Haad. 

1200  lbs.  pig  iron. 
2  tons  scrap  iron. 

50  lbs.  brass. 

15  lbs.  aluminum. 
1500  lbs.  coke. 
108  lbs.  tool  steel. 
110  lbs.  mild  steel. 

40  lbs.  swede  iron. 

10  lbs.  1/2-inch  brads. 

12  lbs.  %-inch  brads. 
Stain  11/4  gallons. 
Shellac  one  gallon. 
Flat  head  screws  36  gross. 
Blue  head  screws  20  gross. 
Lumber : 

Carload  just  stored  for  next  year. 


Additional  lumber: 

Gumwood  10  ft. 

White  pine   320  ft. 

Basswood  2-inch   400  ft. 


A  number  of  projects  have  been  built  for  the 
school  during  the  year. 
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We  have  had  a  very  successful  year,  and  I  am  look- 
ing forward  to  next  year's  work  with  the  expectation 
of  doing  more  and  better  work.  We  expect  to  put  on 
an  exhibit  which  will  be  of  interest  to  every  citizen  of 
La  Crosse. 

KespectfuUy  submitted, 

E.  A.  PEART,  Supervisor. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  HiaH 
HIGH  SCHOOL  LUNCH  ROOM 

Receipts   $2,123.24 

Expenditures 

Salaries  $  668.50 

Equipment    51.85 

Groceries   1,117.96 

Meat    233.59 

Milk,  cream,  ice  cream,  etc   222.23 

Miscellaneous   33.98 

Total  $2,328.11 

Deficit   $  204.87 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS  LIBRARY 
AUG  .J  1990 
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DOMESTIC  SCIENCE. 

La  Crosse,  Wis.,  June  18,  1915 
To  Superintendent  L.  P.  Benezet, 

Report  of  the  Household  Arts  Department  for  the 
year  ending  June  18,  1915  : 

ATTENDANCE  IN  GRADES. 


Semester  Beginning  September  1,  1914. 

Eighth  A. 

Hamilton    49 

Logan    28 

Longfellow   12  89 

Eighth  B. 

Hamilton    34 

Logan    16 

Longfellow   22  72 


Seventh  A. 

Hamilton    15 

Logan    13 

Longfellow   41  69 

Seventh  B. 

Hamilton    64 

Longfellow   44  108 

Sixth  A. 

Hamilton   49 

Longfellow   19  68 

Sixth  B. 

Hamilton    35 

Longfellow   28  63 


Total 


469 
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Semester  Beginning  February  1,  1915. 

Eighth  A. 

Hamilton    27 

Logan   11 

Longfellow   20  58 

Eighth  B. 

Hamilton    21 

Logan    14 

Longfellow   20  55 

Seventh  A. 

Hamilton    50 

Logan   13 

Longfellow   17  80 

Seventh  B. 

Hamilton   27 

Longfellow   15  42 

Total    235 


Attendance  in  High  School. 

Semester,  beginning  September  1,  1914. 

Cooking    34 

Millinery   30 

Sewing    101 

Total   165 

Semester,  beginning  February  1,  1915. 

Cooking   46 

Millinery   27 

Sewing   123 

Total    196 


Plan  of  Work. 

On  the  South  side,  the  work  in  Household  Arts 
has  been  carried  on  according  to  the  old  plan,  during 
the  first  semester,  but  the  new  plan  was  put  into  opera- 
tion on  the  North  Side.  According  to  the  original  plan, 
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the  work  in  Household  Arts  was  to  have  begun  with 
the  Seventh  B,  but,  because  of  lack  of  room  it  was 
found  necessary  to  start  with  the  Seventh  A.  The 
work  was  arranged  as  follows : 

Seventh  A — two  double  periods  per  week,  cooking ; 
three  double  periods  per  week,  sewing;  Eighth  B  and 
A— three  double  periods  per  week,  cooking;  two  dou- 
ble periods  per  week,  sewing;  except  in  the  case  of 
the  Eighth  A,  during  the  second  semester.  They  were 
given  sewing  three  times  a  week  that  they  might 
secure  a  half  year  high  school  credit  in  sewing. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  second  semester,  the  new 
plan  of  work  was  started  at  the  Longfellow  center,  but 
we  were  able  to  give  the  pupils  only  three  double  per- 
iods per  week.   The  time  was  divided  as  follows : 

Seventh  B  and  A — ^one  double  period  per  week, 
sewing ;  two  periods  per  week,  cooking ;  Eighth  B,— two 
double  periods  per  week,  sewing;  one  double  period 
per  week,  cooking;  Eighth  A,— three  double  periods 
per  week,  cooking. 

At  the  Hamilton  Center,  during  the  second  semes- 
ter, the  pupils  were  given  cooking  once  a  week. 

Where  the  new  arrangement  is  in  operation,  I 
have  found  that  the  pupils  are  much  more  enthusiastic 
and  accomplish  more  in  the  same  length  of  time  than 
where  the  old  plan  is  being  carried  out.  They  are  able 
not  only  to  complete  the  required  grade  work  in  House- 
hold Arts,  but  to  gain  a  half  year  high  school  credit 
in  sewing,  and  a  half  year  high  school  credit  in  cook- 
ing. 

Our  great  need  now  is  for  another  center  that 
the  new  plan  may  be  put  into  full  operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CAROLINE  M.  RUDDOCK, 

Supervisor. 
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ENROLLMENTS   AND   NUMBER   OF   GRADUATES  (I) 
OF  LA  CROSSE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


High  School  Enrollment 

Date 

1st  Semester   2nd  Semester 

Total  for    H.  S. 
the  year  graduates 

Oradiiat's 
from  the 
grades 

Total 
School 
Enroll. 

1875-6 

69 

4 

1876-7 

87 

17 

2047 

1877-8 

112 

2199 

1878-9 

127 

'8' 

2318 

1879-80 

125 

1 

2482 

1880-1 

112 

9 

2637 

1881-2 

125 

4 

2675 

1882-3 

137 

5 

2854 

1883-4 

141 

10 

3029 

1884-5 

145 

5 

3191 

1885-6 

174 

11 

3525 

1886-7 

170 

11 

92 

3879 

1887-8 

185 

13 

79 

4246 

1888-9 

184 

8 

76 

4589 

1889-90 

212 

13 

86 

4467 

1890-1 

211 

11 

74 

4490 

1891-2 

223 

20 

80 

4755 

1892-3 

227 

21 

95 

4870 

1893-4 

262 

24 

95 

5070 

1894-5 

241 

16 

56 

4944 

1895-6 

244 

27 

44 

5120 

1896-7 

263 

29 

115 

5644 

1897-8 

298 

38 

96 

5766 

1898-9 

321 

25 

154 

5533 

1899-1900 

361 

20 

151 

5587 

1900-01 

379 

42 

98 

5742 

1901-02 

328 

20 

136 

5353 

1902-03 

329 

34 

132 

5290 

1903-04 

320 

39 

150 

5227 

1904-05 

356 

27 

152 

5095 

1905-06 

410 

26 

173 

4978 

1906-07 

471 

39 

171 

4845 

1907-08 

401 

431 

501 

50 

189 

4743 

1908-09 

451 

501 

550 

44 

212 

4785 

1909-10 

456 

506 

559 

82 

192 

4461 

1910-11 

471 

585 

615 

77 

218 

4455 

1911-12 

597 

643 

698 

84 

193 

4601 

1912-13 

688 

776 

846 

103 

250 

4811 

1913-14 

813 

868 

942 

125 

256 

4946 

1914-15 

864 

947 

1040 

147 

256 

5019 
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PUPILS  ADMITTED  TO  HIGH  SCHOOL 


YEAR 

DISTRICTS 

From  othir 
Schools 

TOTAL 

I 

II 

III 

V 

VI 

VII 
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98 
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A  A 

y4 

1891  

1  Q 
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1  A 

10 

5 

1  o 

18 

AO 

yz 

1892  

io 

b 

oo 
ZZ 
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11 
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14 

A  A 

y4 

1893  

OA 

1  A 
lU 

oi 
Zl 

oo 
ZZ 

1  O 

IZ 

b 

1  O 

IZ 

1  A^T 

10  < 

1894  

Z4 

10 

oo 

Z3 

6 

19 

13 

4 

n  A 

99 

1895  

17 

7 

9 

8 

8 

7 

11 

67 

1896  

11 

5 

17 

2 

3 

6 

7 

51 

1897  

26 

11 

33 

23 

12 

10 

5 

120 

1898  

10 

11 

32 

17 

14 

12 

8 

104 

1899  

29 

9 

30 

25 

36 

25 

8 

162 

1900  

27 

17 

46 

7 

27 

27 

6 

157 

1901  

25 

12 

20 

9 

21 

9 

8 

106 

1902  

24 

15 

34 

15 

25 

23 

6 

142 

1903  

17 

22 

33 

28 

10 

22 

5 

137 

1904  

28 

18 

45 

12 

23 

24 

6 

156 

1905  

25 

11 

46 

19 

31 

20 

10 

162 

1906  

31 

25 

41 

26 

29 

21 

22 

195 

1907  

32 

19 

52 

20 

22 

26 

26 

197 

1908  

28 

21 

42 

26 

39 

33 

27 

216 

1909  

38 

26 

42 

27 

48 

31 

21 

233 

1910  

31 

26 

46 

20 

32 

38 

29 

221 

1911  

24 

40 

45 

16 

47 

45 

37 

255 

1912  

22 

35 

37 

15 

40 

44 

49 

233 

1913  

36 

46 

57 

17 

40 

54 

64 

314 

1914  

42 

44 

48 

19 

53 

50 

88 

344 

1915  

24 

39 

42 

22 

76 

53 

86 
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U  CROSSE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


CLASS  OF  1915 


Reuben  Anderegg 
Asta  Anderson 
Harold  Andersen 
Ovida  Anderson 
Russell  Anderson 
James  Baker 
Joseph  Baker 
Hannah  Bakkum 
Mayuard  Barney- 
Ruth  Barrett 
Alvin  Bartheld 
Lloyd  Becker 
Frances  Beranek 
Carl  Beust 
Grace  Bigelow 
Andrew  Boyd 
Blanche  Brock 
Theodore  Brown 
Joseph  Bruha 
Eunice  Campbell 
Marie  Christian 
Ruth  Christianson 
Donald  Clark 
— Florence  Clark 

Dorothy  Cordell 
— Harold  Crider 
Eleanor  Cronon 
Sigrid  Dahlgren 
Donald  Dean 
Ferol  Delameter 
Lois  Drake 
Sadie  Dyer 
Pearl  Ellers 
Helen  Ellers 
Marie  Esch 
— Bertha  Esperseth 
Marie  Farrell 
John  Fay 
Alex  Feinberg 
Alvina  Fremstad 


* — Louise  Mayer 
s$ — Genevieve  McHugh 
Grace  McHugh 
James  McKivergin 
Albert  Meinert 
Beulah  Meyers 
Julia  Miller 
Marcellus  Miller 

s — Frederick  Millington 

* — Birdelle  Morrison 
s* — Mary  Murphy 

* — Alex  Nathanson 

$ — Mary  Nathanson 
Arthur  Nelson 
Stella  Nelson 
Walter  Netwal 
s* — Elfrida  Nygaard 
xt — Mamie  Olsen 
Irene  Orton 
Leighton  Oyen 

* — Edna  Palechek 
Julia  Pederson 

* — Melvin  Pierce 
Martha  Probart 
s* — Adeline  Pruetz 
Walter  Pust 
Marie  Rawlinson 
Arthur  Renner 
Ella  Renner 
Thomas  Roche 
Mary  Ryan 
Edwin  Saenger 
Ida  Sandsmark 
Malinda  Schmitt 

* — Selma  Schwanzle 
Albert  Seielstad 
Irwin  Sheldon 
Ednah  Shirley 
Ruth  Skailand 
Mary  Smolek 
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Edith  Gates 
Raymond  Gesell 
Gerald  Gibson 
Thomas  Gibson 
Grace  Goyette 
Dora  Guenther 
— Merle  Hagen 
Louise  Hanifl 
Orlando  Hansen 
Winifred  Harrison 
Hedwlg  Henker 
Helen  Hilton 
Gordon  Holway 
Stella  Holway 
Russell  Horner 
Viola  Houska 
Mildred  Hussa 
Mamie  Hynne 
Dorothy  Irish 
— Gilbert  Jacobs 
Clara  Jaeger 
Burton  James 
Gladys  Johnson 
William  King 
Dagny  Kinservik 
Clara  Klaus 
— Herbert  Krenz 
Thomas  Kucera 
Effie  Larsen 
Nora  Larsen 
Mildred  Levis 
Calverna  Linse 
Helen  Looney 
Roger  Lueck 
Edith  Lyons 
Elizabeth  Lyons 
Leland  Mahoney 
Helen  Mann 


Sigurd  Stendahl 

William  Strauss 

Emanuel  Stupka 

Myron  Swennes 

Katheryne  Taylor 

Marion  Thomas 

Clarence  Thompson 

Oscar  Tubias 
.  Hope  Turner 

Ronald  Valier 

Ruth  Van  Kirk 

Theodore  Vornholt 
b — William  Walker 
♦ — Elizabeth  Weimar 

Kingsten  Weisbecker 

Edith  Weisbord 

Freda  Welch 

Owen  Whisler 

Katharine  Wiesehuegel 
a — Esther  Wiggert 

Earl  Winell 

Homer  Wolf 
* — Victor  Wolters 

Harry  Worth 

Elma  Worthingham 

Florence  Young 
* — Leah  Young 

Fred  Zeisler 

Helena  Zipse 
b — First  honors  February 
X — Second  honors  February 
a — First  honors  June 
z — Second  honors  June 
t — Graduated  in  3  years 
* — Graduated  in  3^^  years 
s — Finished     in  Summer 

School. 


GRADUATES  FROM  THE  GRADES  1914-1915. 


FEBRUARY  CLASS 


First  District 

Rudolph  Anderson  Sarah  McLaughlin 

Isabelle  Bettin  Clara  Weimar 

George  Cobine  Walter  Wendling 
Rangna  Johnson 


Second 

George  Adams 

Edith  Ahrens 

Marie  Amundsen 

Edward  Bloom 

Hazel  Bronson 

Ida  Cohen 

Herbert  Coulam 

Irene  Erickson 
* — Grant  Harris 
* — Max  Herman 


District 

Jacob  Hofer 
Alma  Johnson 
Warren  Kerr 
Hattie  Mortinson 
Harry  Nutting 
Arthur  Peterson 
Anna  Trepte 
Doris  Wager 
Philip  Wein 
Everett  Yerly 


Third  District 


Mildred  Anderson 
Esther  Bjornstad 
Grace  Beth 
Kathryn  Carpenter 
Samuel  Erickson 
Alfred  Gautsch 
Bernice  Gunther 
La  Verna  Greeney 
-Frank  Koenig 


Walter  Larson 
Irene  Midtlien 
Allan  Mollison 
Arnold  Nelson 
Albert  Niebuhr 
Inga  Nordrum 
Margarette  Risberg 
Erma  Richter 
Harold  Smevog 


Fifth  District 

Rachel  Fjelstad  Gordon  Mclnnis 

Zebina   Gibson  Thelma  Orton 

Marie  Larsen  Gwendolyn  Pendleton 

Marguerite  Leaser  Margaret  Ryan 

Annette  Lee  John  Shafer 

Eunice  Van  Burg 
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Carl  Anderson 
Gertrude  Beranek 
Fern  Berger 
Minnie  Betz 
Celeste  Bigelow 
Emma  Bonadurer 
Dorothy  Burnett 
Ruth  Coppin 
Alice  Flueck 
Helen  Flueck 
Lillian  Foerster 
Martha  Forbes 
Emil  Franzman 
Henrietta  Froehnert 
Lillian  Gautsch 
Edwin  Hanson 
Ida  Hefti 
Mabel  Hinds 
Stella  Hogan 
Lyle  Katchel 
Carl  Krueger 
-Dorothy  Kuehn 


Horace  Lewis 
Alfred  Matuska 
Eugene  May 
Vera  McCaleb 
Beatrice  McFetridge 
* — Melvina  Mydals 
Ruth  Olsen 
Emma  Friebe 
Elsie  Renner 
Alberta  Rhoades 
Henry  Schnell 
Elmer  Schnick 
Russell  Segur 
Bernice  Senn 
Sophie  Sovitsky 
Charles  Steele 
Harry  Techmer 
Helen  Techmer 
Albion  Weigel 
lone  Wells 
Esther  Witt 
Arthur  Zenker 


Seventh  District 


Helen  Ahlstrom 
Josie  Anderson 
Don  Carleton 
Sybil  Drake 
Helen  Evjen 
Caroline  Falk 
Esther  Forde 
Inga  Graff 
Russell  Halseth 
Julius  Hanna 
Ruth  Hazen 
Raymond  Knutson 
Agnes  Larsen 
Violet  Larsen 
Ross  Mach 
Robert  Manes 
Bernice  Miller 
Lloyd  Munson 


Milo  Nelson 
Pearl  Noem 
Joseph  Obriecht 
Guy  Ohlson 
Powell  Peterson 
Marcus  Pratt 
Dagny  Senstad 
William  Snyder 
Freda  Thompson 
Pearl  Turmo 
Harriett  Tuttle 
Ruby  Wiles 
Ethel  Yarrington 
Kathryn  Zaiser 

* — Skipped  8A  and  pro- 
moted to  High  school 
in  September  1914. 


JUNE  CLASS 


First  District 


Jeanette  Baker 
Hulda  Braathen 


Georgina  Simkey 
Minnie  Schroeder 
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Thelma  Berge 
Donald  Cameron 
Gwendolin  Dawson 
Roy  Poss 
Nora  Reid 


Sarah  Volkoff 
Ellsworth  Viner 
Mildred  Wooley 
Emelia  Wensole 
John  Weigent 


Second  District 

Bernice  Ash  Ellis  Lyons 

Raymond  Aughey  Douglas  Morris 

Lester  Bantle  Eva  Mortinson 

Anna  Birner  Alta  Nagle 

Roland  Fitzwater  Lilah  Nutting 

Rose  Goldish  Douglas  Pegar 

Charles  Looney  Kirk  White 


Third  District 


Ethel  Marion  Bartz 
Walter  Bedessem 
Stanley  E.  Boynton 
Mabel  C.  Cohen 
Frances  Dow 
Anna  Esch 
Harold  C.  Fletcher 
Bernard  Forseth 
Emma  Hynne 
Volney  A.  Hansen 


Marie  Hauser 
Genevieve  McMahan 
Grace  H.  Palmer 
Edith  W.  Prinz 
Harold  Reid 
Eleanor  Runckel 
Hugh  Shepardson 
Vincent  K.  Smale 
Chas.  A.  Thomas,  Jr. 
Harold  H.  Weisse 


Frank  Bills 
Edith  Eberhart 
Arnold  Engelke 
Ellen  Heyer 
Russell  Iverson 


Fifth  District 


Vivian  Johnson 
Emma  Nelsor 
Russell  Parce 
Doris  Saltz 
Robert  Shivers 


Sixth  District 


Joseph  Bakalars 
Blanche  Baumgarten 
Gertrude  Betz 
Enola  Crossett 
George  Dastych 
Mildred  Finstadt 
Helen  Hanson 
Arthur  Heinkel 
Helen  Jansky 
Arthur  Jehlen 
Viola  Martin 


Russell  Rippe 
Arthur  Rochelt 
Irwin  Schreiber 
Charles  Schroeder 
Wilbur  Schroeder 
Walter  Schwalbe 
Clarence  Skailand 
Helen  Smevog 
Helma  Smevog 
Clarence  Solberg 
Slizabeth  Stelzig 
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Harry  Mueller 


Fern  Thompson 
Carl  Vidani 
Edwin  Wilke 


Marie  Mutli 
Ilane  Pabst 
Kuby  Rippe 


Seventh  District 


Walton  Blystad 
Leslie  Fosdick 
Lynn  Frayn 
Elias  Hanson 
Louis  Hanson 
Russell  Jenks 
Hiram  Johnson 
Marjorie  Jones 
Myrtle  Julesberg 
Orville  Julesberg 


Irene  Knutson 
Errol  Ohlsen 
Glen  Pendergast 
Thomas  Sletten 
Lloyd  Spence 
Marjorie  Staats 
Harriett  Stephenson 
Le  Roy  Whittenberg 
Esther  Willard 
Robert  Yehle 


Maude  Kneesel 

FINISHED  EIGHTH  A  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOL,  1915 


First  District 

Ross  Branson  Mayme  Reiehgelt 

Milford  Hammer 

Second  District 

Clara  Baumann  Raymond  Swenson 

Zelda  Goldish  Ella  Weedy 

Wilfred  Pfafflin 

Third  District 

Malinda  Babatz  Margaret  Hansen 

Rex  Brown  Selmer  Strand 


Fifth  District 


John  Manke 


Sixth  District 


Raymond  Jansky 
Carl  Roehrl 


George  Sanford 


FIRST  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Day  and  Evening 
Continuation  Schools 

OF 

LA  CROSSE,  [WISCONSIN 

PREPARED  BY 

THOS.  G.  SUTHERLAND^  Director 

UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE 

Local  Board  of  Industrial  Education 

JOS.  B.  FUNKE,  President     -    .     -    -     Pres.  Jos.  B.  Funke  Candy  Co. 

JOHN  RUSCHE  Foreman  C.  B.  &  Q.  Machine  Shops 

LOUIS  C.  HIRSHHEIM  ^R  -  -  -1  Secretary  La  Crosse  Plow  Works 
ADOLPH  A.  SCHROEDER  -  -  Chief  Engineer  Gund  Brewing  Co. 
LOUIS  p.  BENEZET,  Secretary    -    -    -^Superintendent  of  City  School* 


Meeting  Night — First  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
at  7:30  P.  M. 


WISCONSIN  STATE  BOARD  OF  IN- 


DUSTRIAL EDUCATION 


H.  E.  Miles,  President  Racine 

Louis  E.  Reber,  Secretary  Madison 

C.  P.  Gary,  State  Supt.  Schools  Madison 

Donin  Dines   Milwaukee 

A.  L.  Lindeman  Milwaukee 

Mert  Malone  Oshkosh 

Wm.  M.  Miller  Eau  Claire 

F.  E.  Turneaure  Madison 

E.  E.  Winch  Marshfield 


Warren  E.  Hicks,  Ass't.  for  Ind.  Education,. .  .Madison 


To  the  Board  of  Industrial  Education: 

I  take  pleasure  in  hereby  submitting  to  you  the  first 
report  of  the  Industrial  Day  and  Evening  Continuation 
Schools. 

This  report  covers  the  period  of  three  years  during 
which  these  schools  have  been  in  operation. 
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For  the  year  1914-1915  there  were  793  students, 
436  women  and  357  men,  taking  963  subjects.  Aver- 
age per  cent  of  attendance  for  year,  73%.  For  the 
year  1913-1914,  705  students,  480  women  and  225  men 
took  892  subjects.  Average  per  cent  of  attendance  for 
year  was  71%. 

Classified  according  to  number  of  subjects  taken 
for  1915 : 

666  taking  one  subject  ,   666 

96  taking  two  subjects   192 

21  taking  three  subjects    63 

9  taking  four  subjects   36 

1  taking  six  subjects  .   6 


793  963 

The  enrollment  by  occupations  for  the  past  year  is 
interesting. 

Men 

Factory  workers   107 

Store  workers    43 

Office  workers   41 

Brewery  workers   13 

Carpenters    33 

Students    27 

Machinists    26 

Tinners    17 

Bookkeepers   9 

Stenographers    3 

Plumbers   3 

Preachers    2 

Editors    2 

Barbers    2 

Tailors   2 

Undertaker   1 

Janitor    1 

Recruiting  officer   1 

Paper  hanger   1 

Holder    1 

Cigarmaker    1 

Furrier    1 


DAY  DRAWING  CLASS 


EVENING  CLASS  IN  ENGLISH  TO  FOREIGNERS 


LlEi  .,^Y 

OF  THE 

^"31/7  Or  mm 
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Steamfitter  . . 

Teacher   

Miscellaneous 

Total    357 

Women 

Factory  workers  

At  home   

Domestics   

Students   

Stenographers   

Office  workers  

Store  workers   

Teachers   

Dressmakers   

Telephone  operators  

Bookkeepers  

Shoemakers   


Total 

These  schools  are  maintained  jointly  by  the  City 
and  State  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  free  oppor- 
tunity of  vocational  educational  advancement  to  the 
people  of  the  city. 

There  is  no  charge  except  for  books  and  other  ma- 
terial taken  out. 

The  Evening  School  courses  are  determined  by  the 
Board  of  Industrial  Education  and  the  Director  of  the 
schools. 

Courses  for  which  twelve  or  more  persons  register 
will  be  considered. 

As  far  as  possible  the  instructors  are  chosen  from 
places  of  employment  where  the  proposed  subject  is 
known  to  be  successfully  practised  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. 

EXPLANATION. 

The  day  continuation  school  is  divided  into  three 
classes  as  follows: 


1 
1 

18 


129 
87 
64 
48 
37 
29 
18 
7 
7 
4 
4 
2 


436 
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First— The  permit  class,  made  up  of  boys  and  girls 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  years,  who  have  discon- 
tinued attendance  at  the  regular  public  and  parochial 
schools,  either  through  lack  of  interest  and  comprehen- 
sion, or  because  of  financial  difficulties. 

When  the  principals  of  the  schools  are  convinced 
that  conditions  warrant  it,  the  pupil  may  solicit  a  po- 
sition, and  on  securing  it,  receive  from  the  employer  an 
acknowledgement  of  employment,  which  he  takes  to- 
gether with  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  principal  and 
containing  the  proper  information  as  to  schooling,  age 
and  home  conditions,  to  the  county  judge,  who  in  turn 
grants  a  working  permit.  This  permit  continues  in 
force  usually  until  the  worker  reaches  the  age  of  16 
years. 

Two  copies  of  it  are  made,  one  being  sent  to  the  In- 
dustrial Commission  at  Madison,  the  other  to  the  em- 
ployer, and  the  application  remains  in  the  office  of  the 
county  judge. 

A  child  over  14  years  of  age  may  secure  a  permit  to 
work  during  vacation  time. 

Until  the  age  of  16  is  reached,  48  hours  is  the  limit 
of  time  that  a  child  may  work  per  week— the  working 
time  to  be  not  more  than  8  hours  a  day  between  the 
hours  of  7  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m.,  excepting  during  vacation 
time  when  they  may  work  8%  hours  a  day,  provided 
they  are  not  employed  Saturday  afternoons. 

There  is  also  a  limit  to  places  of  employment  for 
workers  of  this  age.  They  may  not  work  around  dan- 
gerous machinery  nor  in  or  about  saloons,  tobacco 
houses,  etc.  The  Industrial  Commission  sends  out  a 
pamphlet  concerning  this  matter. 

It  is  further  required  that  5  of  the  48  hours  be  al- 
lowed for  attendance  at  the  Industrial  School  every 
week,  (excepting  vacation  time)  that  two  of  the  five 
hours  be  devoted  to  instruction  in  English,  citizenship, 
hygiene  and  the  use  of  safety  devices.  The  remaining 
3  hours  are  given  over  to  regular  school  studies  of  a 
vocational  character,  consisting  in  part,  of  woodwork- 
ing, mechanical  drawing  for  boys,  dressmaking,  cook- 
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ing,  sewing  for  girls,  and  business  and  shop  arithmetic 
for  all. 

Second— The  All  Day  Class;  made  up  of  boys 
and  girls  over  14  years  of  age,  one  division  of 
which  consists  of  the  permit  students  who  are 
temporarily  unemployed  and  the  other  division, 
of  those  who  are  industrially  inclined  and  recom- 
mended for  attendance  at  this  school  by  the  regular 
school  authorities.  The  latter  are  known  as  hand- 
minded  children  and  more  time,  than  attendance  at  the 
regular  schools  will  permit  of,  is  given  to  hand  work. 
The  time  of  attendance  for  this  group  is  5  days  a  week 
of  6  hours  each.  The  course  of  study  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  permit  group. 

Third— The  Apprentice  Class— 

This  division  is  made  up  of  workers  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  21  years,  who  are  apprenticed  with  a 
contract  between  the  employers,  the  apprentices  and 
the  State  Industrial  Commission  to  learn  trades.  The 
time  of  attendance  is  5  hours  a  week,  which  is  allowed 
out  of  the  regular  hours  of  employment. 

The  course  of  study  for  this  group  is  also  similar 
to  that  of  the  permit  group,  though  necessarily  more 
advanced.  Unfortunately  for  the  school  and  the  in- 
dustries, we  have  been  able  to  secure  only  10  students 
—all  boys — during  the  existence  of  the  school.  This 
department  should  be  made  more  of  by  the  employers 
of  the  city,  so  that  the  school  could  be  of  more  service 
to  them. 

Industrial  schools  are  vocational  schools  in  that 
they  exist  for,  first,  general  educational  improvement, 
second  the  elevation  of  the  efficiency  of  craftsmen, 
third,  vocational  preparation. 

General  improvement  courses  include  all  of  the  day 
and  evening  classes  and  contain  students  who  are  in- 
terested in  personal  and  business  development. 

Students  of  the  permit  and  all  day  divisions  are 
under  16  years  of  age  and  as  a  rule  have  not  chosen 
vocations — so  that  a  general  educational  course  such 
as  they  may  have  received  had  they  continued  in  the 
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regular  schools,  though  more  applicable  to  the  indus- 
tries, is  pursued. 

Besides  being  urged  to  find  suitable  occupations  by 
the  instructors  and  through  lectures  by  interested  men 
of  the  city,  they  come  in  contact  with  the  students  of 
the  apprentice  class,  who  are  learning  trades,  all  of 
which  is  an  incentive  for  them  to  apply  at  the  various 
shops  and  stores,  where  such  positions  are  available. 
The  supply  of  workers  greatly  outnumbers  the  posi- 
tions so  that  one  wonders  how  a  city  may  hold  and 
serve  these  young  people. 

For  next  year  it  has  been  planned  to  interest  em- 
ployers in  requiring  and  giving  references  so  that 
prospective  employers  may  know  in  advance  something 
of  the  employees. 

This  is  expected  to  become  very  helpful  to  the  em- 
ployees also  for  beside  bringing  their  previous  working 
experience  and  other  qualifications  to  the  attention  of 
the  employers,  it  will  place  upon  them  the  responsibil- 
ity of  serving,  to  better  advantage  to  all  concerned 
This  in  turn  will  result  in  a  grading  up  of  the  educa- 
tional qualifications  and  allow  the  schools  an  oppor- 
tunity of  greater  service. 

In  the  evening  school  classes  may  be  found  people 
of  all  ages,  nationalities  and  degrees  of  education.  No 
one  is  too  old  nor  too  deficient  in  schooling  to  enter 
the  classes. 

As  nearly  as  possible  the  instruction  has  been  in- 
dividual or  grouped  so  that  one  may  continue  from 
where  the  last  schooling  was  dropped  and  with  the 
least  embarassment.  Many  of  the  tradesmen  of  the 
city  are  in  attendance,  studying  those  subjects  that 
are  related  to  their  trades.  The  reading  and  making  of 
working  drawings  and  woodworking  are  attractive  to 
the  men,  while  the  women  find  the  dressmaking,  mil- 
linery and  shorthand  courses  helpful  in  increasing  their 
efficiency.  The  clasess  in  English  for  Foreigners  contain 
some  firstclass  mechanics  who  find  it  difficult  to  hold 
and  enjoy  their  positions  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  English  language.  It  is  surprising 
how  much  one  year  of  instruction  will  do  to  alleviate 
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this.  After  finishing  the  first  courses  in  English,  the 
students  are  encouraged  to  enroll  in  a  class  that  has 
regular  common  school  studies  for  the  subject.  This 
class  has  been  in  operation  for  one  year  and  with  such 
success  that  at  the  close  of  school  some  of  the  students 
asked  for  and  arranged  to  take  private  lessons  during 
the  vacation  time. 

The  business  English,  arithmetic  and  bookkeeping 
classes  were  well  attended  also.  At  the  close  of 
school  it  is  customary  to  hold  a  farewell  party  for  the 
North  Side  students. 

These  parties  are  very  successful  and  one  notes  a 
healthy  increase  in  attendance  and  interest  as  a  re- 
sult. The  students  express  appreciation  in  many  ways, 
one  of  which  came  in  the  form  of  a  telegram  as  follows : 
Mr.  T.  Sutherland, 

Industrial  School, 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin. 

The  Business  English  and  Arithmetic  classes  of 
the  North  Side  Evening  School  send  their  thanks  for 
and  appreciation  of  the  liberality  of  the  Industrial 
Board  and  its  Director  in  providing  them  with  Evening 
Schools  and  such  excellent  teachers. 

The  classes  congratulate  themselves  for  having  the 
best  teachers,  the  best  director  and  the  best  Industrial 
Board  in  the  U.  S. 

THE  CLASS. 

The  Day  Apprentice  class  is  an  interesting  one.  Al- 
though the  weekly  attendance  average  is  6— about  one 
a  day,  much  is  accomplished.  Many  kinds  of  work 
relating  to  their  trades  are  undertaken.  Patternmak- 
ing,  molding,  plaster  of  Paris  work  and  drawing  are 
studied  and  experiments  are  undertaken  in  anything 
that  is  within  our  scope  and  useful. 

Drawings  and  blue  prints  are  made  for  the  shops. 
A  patent  office  drawing  was  made  by  one  of  the  stu- 
dents for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  shop.  Elec- 
tric light  lead  ball  adjusters— the  patterns  made  of 
plaster— were  molded  for  the  Gund  Manufacturing 
Company  as  were  forms  for  pouring  other  weights. 
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An  automobile  engine,  carbureter  and  magneto  were 
overhauled,  trued  and  tested  on  the  surrounding  hills. 

Furniture  and  tool  boxes  were  made  also. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  all  of  the  apprentices 
attended  the  Evening  School  classes  also.  A  more 
appreciative  class  of  boys  is  not  to  be  found.  In  con- 
nection with  this  class  the  aim  of  the  school  is  mainly 
to  supply  the  theoretical  part  of  the  trade. 

Vocational  preparation  is  accomplished  through  at- 
tendance at  the  classes  in  bookkeeping,  shorthand, 
drawing,  woodworking,  millinery  and  dressmaking. 
Attentive  students  interested  in  any  of  these  lines  of 
occupation  may  fit  themselves  and  with  the  assistance 
of  the  instructors,  secure  positions  after  having  com- 
pleted the  courses. 

BOARD  OF  INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION 

Financial  Reports  for  Years  1912-1913. 
Receipts. 

City  appropriation   $6,000.00 

Sales    54.95 

Total    $6,054.95 

Expenditures 

Salaries  of  teachers  in  apprentice, 

permit  and  all  day  activities. . . .  1,930.00 
Salaries  of  teachers  in  Evening 


Classes   1,281.00 

Salaries  of  Janitors   186.54 

Salary  of  Clerk   120.01 

Printing   27.50 

Equipment    490.38 

Supplies   693.96 

Rent   1.200.00 

Incidentals    124.73 

Total    6,054.12 


Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1913   .83 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1913-1914 
Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1913  $  .83 

State  aid,  which  was  turned  into 

the  city  treasury    2,977.06* 

City  Appropriation   6,113.00 

Sales    120.65 

Notes  payable    215.60 

Total    $6,450.08 


EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  of  Teachers  in  Apprentice, 

Permit,  and  All  Day  Activities. .  1,864.00 
Salaries  of  Teachers   in  Evening 

Classes   2,095.71 

Salaries  of  Janitors   141.75 

Salaries  of  Clerk  and  Truant  Of- 
ficer   250.00 

Equipment    277.93 

Books   72.47 

Printing   17.80 

Supplies   416.24 

Rent  and  light   1,236.17 

Incidentals    71.10 

Total    6,443.17 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1914   6.91 

*The  Board  is  not  given  credit  for  this  amount,  as 
it  is  a  refund  to  the  city  by  the  state. 
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.  FINANCIAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1914-1915. 
Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1914  $  6.91 

State  Aid,  which  was  turned  into 

the  city  treasury   3,000.00* 

City  Appropriation    8,000.00 

Sales   89.83 


Total    $8,096,74 

Expenditures 

Salaries  of  Teachers  in  Apprentice- 
ship activities '   35.13 

Salaries  of  Teachers  in  Permit  Ac- 
tivity   1,102.56 

Salaries  of  Teachers  in  All  Day  Ac- 
tivity   152.60 

Salaries  of  Teachers  in  Evening 

Classes    3,445.12 

Salaries   of  Janitors   243.25 

Salaries  of  Clerk  and  Truant  Of- 
ficer   210.00 

Equipment   —   26.12 

Books     57.25 

Printing   50.00 

Supplies  ..'   378.81 

Rent   1,200.00 

Incidentals   122.87 

Interest  on  Notes  Payable   23.74 

Note  Payable   215.60 

Total   $7,263.05 


Balance  on  hand  June  30,  1915   833.69 


*The  Board  is  not  given  credit  for  this  amount,  as 
it  is  a  refund  to  the  city  by  the  state. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  1916 

William  Luening  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1917 

C.  L.  Lien  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1917 

J.  B.  Murray  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1917 

H.  K.  Holley  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1917 

L.  F.  Easton  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1918 

Jos.  C.  Wolford  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1918 

John  Mulder  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1918 


Officers 

WILLIAM  LUENING   President 

B.  E.  McCORMICK  Superintendent  of  Schools 

G.  W.  YOUNG,  City  Treasurer.  .  .Treasurer  ex-Officio 


Standing  Committees 


Finance   

Fuel  

Grounds  and  Buildings 
Schools  and  Teachers.  . 

Supplies   

Text-Books   

High  School   


.  .Holley,  Mulder,  Luening 
.  .Mulder,  Murray,  Easton 
.Easton,  Holley,  Wolford 
. . .  .Lien,  Luening,  Holley 
.  .  .Wolford,  Lien,  Murray 

 Murray,  Easton,  Lien 

Luening,  Wolford,  Mulder 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


July  3,  1916. 

Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  your  rules,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  30,  1916.  As  has  been  the  custom  in  past  years,  I 
shall  take  up  first  the  various  tables  of  statistics  for 
the  year  with  comment  thereupon ;  then  review  briefly 
the  progress  of  the  schools  during  the  six  years  of  my 
superintendency. 

CENSUS 

The  following  table  gives  the  result  of  the  school 
census  of  1915  as  compiled  by  Principal  H.  G.  Hayden 
and  his  assistants. 

Boys       Girls  Total 

Four  years  old   279         267  546 

Five  years  old   285         268  553 

Six  years  old   297         275  572 

Seven  years  old   271         267  538 

Eight  years  old    275         294  569 

Nine  years  old   275         279  554 

Ten  years  old   254         275  529 

Eleven  years  old   308         260  568 

Twelve  years  old   295         287  582 

Thirteen  years  old   265         257  522 

Fourteen  years  old   244         305  549 

Fifteen  years  old   251         264  515 

Sixteen  years  old    271         326  597 

Seventeen  years  old   271         334  605 

Eighteen  years  old   336         392  728 

Nineteen  years  old   379         459  838 

Total  4,556      4,809  9,365 

This  represents  a  loss  of  101  names  from  the  census 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  movement  already  noted 
last  year  was  still  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  sum- 
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mer  of  1915.  Families  were  moving  out  of  town.  The 
industrial  depression  caused  by  the  first  year  of  the 
European  war  still  was  taking  men  from  the  factories 
out  into  the  agricultural  districts.  By  the  following 
fall,  however,  the  tide  had  begun  to  flow  the  other  way. 
Returns  have  just  begun  to  come  in  from  the  census  of 
1916,  and  indications  point  to  an  increase  over  the  fig- 
ures of  last  year.  The  trend  of  population  is  toward 
the  outlying  wards.  People  are  building  beyond  Four- 
teenth street  on  the  south  side,  while  on  the  other  hand, 
the  down  town  districts  show  a  slight  decrease.  It  will 
be  well  to  bear  this  in  mind  in  planning  for  future 
school  houses.  The  population  of  the  city,  I  believe,  is 
increasing.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  children 
per  household  is  not  as  great  as  it  was  ten  years  ago. 
People  are  marrying  later  in  life  and  are  content  with 
fewer  children  than  formerly,  but  are  living  longer. 
The  death  rate  in  La  Crosse  is  very  low  indeed.  Our 
increase  in  population  is  not  due  to  larger  families,  but 
comes  in  spite  of  the  modern  tendency  toward  race 
suicide. 


The  following  table  gives  the  main  facts  regarding 
enrollment,  attendance,  etc. : 


ENROLLMENT  AND  ATTENDANCE 


Gains 


New  pupils  moved  into  city 
Entered  from  private  schools 


1914-^5  1915-16 
.  .  194  238 
. .     32  25 


(This  does  not  include  parochial 
school  graduates  who  entered  high 
school.) 


Losses 


Moved  out  of  the  city  

Permits  to  work  

Went  to  work,  past  16  

Illness,  etc   

Transferred  to  private  schools 


347 
35 
78 

275 
55 


284 
23 
71 

297 
58 
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1914-a5  1915-16 

Total  enrollment  for  the  year  5,019  5,145 

(This  figure  includes  parochial 
school  pupils  enrolled  in  summer 
school.) 


4.  94.8 

Average  daily  attendance  

4,090.2 

4,119.9 

Average  per  cent  of  attendance  

97.7 

97 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness  

2,636 

2,488 

54 

65 

Number  of  cases  of  corporal  punish- 

9 

20 

Number    of    cases    of     tardiness — 

153 

147 

Number    of    half     days  absence— 

632 

707 

It  will  be  noted  that  44  more  pupils  moved  into  the 
city  than  last  year,  also  that  63  fewer  moved  out. 

Ten  years  ago,  approximately  200  children  a  year 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  left  school  on  work  per- 
mits. Last  year,  there  were  but  35  cases  and  this  year 
the  number  has  fallen  to  23.  The  number  of  16-year-old 
children  dropping  out  to  go  to  work  is  likewise  shrink- 
ing. Last  year's  figure  was  low,  78  all  told,  but  this 
year  there  are  seven  fewer.  The  total  enrollment 
reached  5,063  without  counting  the  parochial  school 
children  who  attended  summer  school.  With  these 
pupils  included,  it  reached  5,145.  The  average  number 
belonging  is  64  greater  than  last  year.  The  percentage 
of  attendance  is  not  quite  as  good  as  last  year's  record. 
Tardiness  and  truancy  have  increased  to  a  small  de- 
gree, but  tardiness  shows  a  marked  decrease  again.  The 
cases  of  teachers'  tardiness  are  fewer  than  even  in  the 
good  record  of  last  year. 

Comparing  now  the  chart  of  this  year  with  those  of 
1905-1913-1914  and  1915,  we  are  struck  by  the  steady 
increase  in  the  upper  grades  and  high  school.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  trace  the  course  of  any  one  class.  For  ex- 
ample, in  our  Senior  class  this  year,  there  are  enrolled 
163  pupils,  the  survivors  of  184  pupils  of  the  Junior 
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class  last  year,  of  225  in  the  Sophomore  class  of  two 
years  ago,  and  297  in  the  entering  class  of  three  years 
ago.  In  this  way,  thanks  to  our  charts  and  our  present 
methods  of  keeping  track  of  the  pupils  who  drop  out, 
we  are  able  to  answer  the  questions  so  often  asked  as  to 
how  many  pupils  who  enter  remain  to  graduate,  also 
what  becomes  of  those  who  drop  out,  and  why  they 
leave  school.  It  will  be  observed  that  with  163  surviv- 
ing to  the  Senior  year  out  of  297  Freshmen,  some  55% 
of  the  entering  class  are  remaining  to  the  end.  This  is 
an  unusually  high  percentage.  It  will  also  be  observed 
that  these  pupils  represent  36%  of  the  average  class 
entering  the  first  grade. 

Turning  to  last  year's  chart,  it  will  be  observed 
that  there  was  a  very  small  eighth  grade,  which  led 
some  teachers  to  predict  a  small  entering  class  in  the 
high  school.  The  statistics  show  the  entering  class  in 
the  high  school  to  be  larger  by  92  than  the  eighth  grade 
of  a  year  ago.  Some  of  these  extra  pupils  entered  from 
parochial  or  private  schools.  Others  are  repeaters  who 
failed  to  be  promoted  into  the  Sophomore  class  last 
year,  but  another  very  large  source  of  this  first  year 
enrollment  is  the  summer  school,  by  which  many  pupils 
who  were  registered  as  upper  seventh  graders  a  year 
ago  have  now  skipped  half  a  year  and  are  enrolled  as 
beginners  in  the  high  school.  This  also  helps  to  account 
for  the  fact  that  the  eighth  grade  is  39  smaller  than  was 
the  seventh  grade  of  last  year.  The  seventh  grade  of 
1916  shows  a  loss  of  17  names  only  from  the  sixth  grade 
of  the  preceding  year.  This  year's  sixth  grade  on  the 
other  hand,  is  29  smaller  than  the  fifth  grade  of  a  year 
ago,  showing  that  a  number  of  these  pupils,  by  double 
promotion,  have  advanced  half  a  year.  The  fifth  grade 
of  this  year  is  practically  identical  with  the  fourth  of  a 
year  ago  while  this  year's  fourth  has  gained  31  pupils 
over  last  year's  third.  That  these  pupils  came  from  the 
grade  below  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  third  grade 
of  1916  is  smaller  by  45  pupils  than  the  second  grade  of 
1915.  The  second  grade  of  this  year  is  larger  by  16 
than  last  year's  first  grade,  again  showing  a  gain  by 
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rapid  promotion  from  the  kindergarten.  To  sum  up, 
the  three  upper  grades  in  the  high  school  and  the  two 
upper  grades  in  the  elementary  schools  show  a  net  in- 
crease of  148  in  enrollment  over  the  corresponding 
grades  a  year  ago.  It  will  be  noted  that  this  is  greater 
than  the  total  increase  in  enrollment  for  the  entire 
year.  In  other  words,  all  of  the  increase  in  the  enroll- 
ment went  into  the  three  upper  years  of  the  high  school 
and  the  two  upper  grades  of  the  grammar  schools. 

The  charts  representing  age,  grade  and  progress 
show  better  figures  with  each  succeeding  fall.  The  faU 
chart  of  '15  gives  36.3%  under  age,  as  compared  with 
23.8%  in  the  spring  of  1914  when  this  division  was  first 
organized.  The  chart  for  the  spring  of  1916  shows  even 
better  figures,  37.1%.  Normal  age  is  36%  in  the  fall 
and  36.4%  in  the  spring,  while  over-age  pupils  who 
numbered  34.7%  two  years  ago  fell  to  27.7%  in  the 
fall  and  26.3%  this  spring.  The  figures  showing  rapid 
progress  are  also  very  gratifying.  In  the  fall  23%  of 
the  pupils  were  making  rapid  progress,  in  the  spring 
22.9%.  The  influence  of  the  summer  school  is  seen 
here  very  strongly,  as  the  percentage  for  the  spring  of 
1915  was  20.8%  and  for  the  fall  before  12.1%.  Slow 
progress  pupils,  who  were  37.8%  when  first  the  charts 
were  made  out,  have  fallen  to  32.7%.  These  figures 
apply  to  the  grades  only.  However,  the  high  school  as 
well  has  shown  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  who  are  making  rapid  progress.  In  fact,  over  one- 
fourth  of  the  graduating  class  had  completed  the  course 
in  less  than  the  prsecribed  four  years. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL 

The  summer  school  is  beginning  another  success- 
ful year.  The  total  enrollment  is  1369,26  greater  than 
last  year's  numbers. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  success  of  the  ex- 
periment. The  summer  school  is  here  to  stay.  When 
nearly  one-third  of  our  total  enrollment  will  voluntarily 
go  to  school  for  eight  weeks  during  the  summer  term,  it 
shows  that  there  is  a  genuine  appreciation,  on  the  part 
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of  the  pupils,  of  the  blessings  of  an  education.  The 
long-  summer  vacation  is  doomed. 

The  teachers  who  taught  through  the  eight  weeks 
of  last  summer  expressed  themselves  as  feeling  re- 
freshed by  the  work.  They  commented  on  the  fact 
that  the  pupils  knew  exactly  what  they  were  in  school 
for,  that  they  were  all  eager  to  make  progress,  and 
that  it  was  a  joy  to  teach  them.  The  regular  teachers 
commented  on  the  fact  that  it  was  easy  to  pick  out  the 
pupils  who  had  been  attending  summer  school  by  the 
readiness  with  which  they  picked  up  the  work  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fall  term.  More  and  more  of  our  peo- 
ple will,  no  doubt,  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
offered,  until  La  Crosse  wil  finally  come  to  the  logical 
solution  of  the  problem,  the  all-year-round  school  for 
everybody.  It  will  then  be  possible  to  complete  the 
work  of  the  elementary  schools  in  six  years,  and  the 
work  of  the  high  school  in  three  more,  thus  shortening 
the  present  time  requirement  by  three  years.  It  will 
then  be  time  to  add  two  years  of  college  to  the  course 
now  offered,  graduating  pupils  from  this  work  at  the 
age  of  17.  This  is  exactly  what  is  being  done  in  the 
European  countries  today.  American  children  have  as 
much  natural  ability  as  their  European  cousins.  It  can 
be  done  easily  without  crowding  the  children  to  any 
extent. 

HIGH  SCHOOL 

The  high  school's  year  has  been  a  very  successful 
one  again.  The  enrollment  in  the  fall  reached  942,  and 
in  the  spring  962.  The  total  enrollment  reach  1,075,  a 
gain  of  15  over  last  year.  The  graduating  class  num- 
bered 142.  However,  twelve  more  pupils  are  candidates 
for  diplomas  at  the  conclusion  of  the  summer  school 
which  will  bring  the  total  to  154.  The  following  table 
shows  the  gains  and  losses  of  the  year : 
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LOSSES 

GAINS  1 

•PI 

Illness 

Left  Cit 

Permits 

Past  16 

Private 
Schools 

Droppe( 

Totals 

Moved 
Into  Cit 

Net  Lois 

Post  Graduates  and 

Specials  

3 

7 

2 

12 

12 

4 

3 

7 

3 

4 

Third  year  

3 

3 

3 

7 

16 

2 

14 

Second  year  

10 

3 

3 

12 

28 

1 

27 

First  year   

19 

5 

5 

23 

2 

54 

54 

32 

15 

14 

52 

4 

117 

6 

111 

In  various  ways,  the  school  was  better  managed 
than  ever  before.  The  large  enrollment  called  for  more 
space,  which  was  obtained  by  cutting  the  lunch  room 
into  two  class  rooms.  The  girls'  gymnasium  now  be- 
came the  lunch  room,  the  former  locker  room  serving  as 
a  kitchen.  The  large  gymnasium  is  now  used  by  both 
girls  and  boys.  In  consequence,  gymnasium  work, 
which  had  been  required  two  periods  a  week  of  all 
pupils  in  the  school,,  was  no  longer  prescribed  for  the 
students  of  the  two  upper  classes.  Instead,  new 
courses  in  Physiology  and  Hygiene  were  offered,  two 
classes  of  boys  being  taught  by  Mr.  Horne  and  two  of 
girls  by  Miss  Y\^ylie. 

The  problem  of  over-crowding  was  also  met  by  Mr. 
McCormick's  new  schedule,  which  called  for  eight 
periods  in  the  day,  no  pupil  being  required  to  be  in 
school  more  than  seven  of  these  periods.  The  school 
day  was  not  lengthened ;  the  long  noon  hour  was  util- 
ized as  a  recitation  period  for  those  pupils  who  took 
lunch  in  the  building. 

Another  administrative  scheme  which  worked  out 
to  great  advantage  was  a  new  method  of  registration, 
devised  by  the  principal  and  worked  out  successfully 
with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Heideman  and  Mr.  Puckett, 
by  whi'ch  a  pupil's  schedule  was  all  arranged  on  the 
opening  day  and  0.  K.  'd  by  his  class  adviser.  In  this 
way,  teachers  knew  exactly  how  many  pupils  were  due 
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in  each  class  and  there  was  no  chance  for  any  shifting 
of  teachers  by  the  pupils  without  the  consent  of  the 
principal.  The  whole  machinery  of  the  school  was  un- 
der way,  with  full  speed  ahead,  on  the  second  day  of 
the  semester. 

The  employment  bureau  has  had  a  very  successful 
year.  It  is  estimated  that  there  has  been  earned  by 
boys  and  girls  during  the  school  year  just  closing  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1,000.  The  loan  fund  as  initiated  by 
a  committee  of  the  High  School  Alumni  Association 
has  steadily  grown  and  is  now  available  for  deserving 
students. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  GRADES 

The  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  entire  city  are 
now  organized  on  a  Junior  High  School  plan.  Manual 
Arts  are  taught  two  double  periods  every  day.  The 
problem  of  how  to  take  care  of  the  work  at  the  Lin- 
coln School  was  a  serious  one.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
superintendent,  however.  Supervisor  Peart  agreed  to 
build  a  shop  in  this  building  and  equip  it  largely  by  the 
labor  of  all  of  his  students  from  that  district.  Accord- 
ingly, the  work  was  begun  in  September.  The  boys  dug 
out  some  two  feet  of  sand,  placed  stringers"  in  posi- 
tion and  laid  a  substantial  floor  upon  these.  They  en- 
tirely removed  a  large  masonry  support  and  replaced 
it  by  an  iron  pillar.  Having  finished  this  work,  they 
came  to  the  high  school  building,  and  constructed  their 
own  benches  out  of  rough  lumber.  They  built  their  own 
tool  racks,  and  as  a  final  measure,  fitted  the  room  with 
steam  pipes.  They  next  cleared  out  the  northeast  ^'or- 
ner  of  the  basement  preparatory  to  its  being  converted 
into  a  Domestic  Science  kitchen. 

In  both  the  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  schools,  the  old 
time  toilets,  which  were  so  wasteful  of  the  city  water, 
having  been  replaced  by  modern  ones.  A  small  room  in 
the  Jefferson  school,  which  had  been  so  poorly 
equipped  with  windows  as  to  cause  trouble  to  the  eye- 
sight of  both  pupils  and  teachers  the  last  term  that  it 
was  used,  was  divided  by  a  partition  down  the  middle, 
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and  the  toilets  were  transferred  thither  from  the  base- 
ment. This  arrangement  provides  a  large  space  for 
coal  storage  close  to  the  boiler  and  obviates  the  neces- 
sity of  constructing  a  new  boiler  room  to  the  north  of 
the  building.  Plans  have  been  adopted  for  lowering 
the  floor  and  raising  the  height  of  the  boiler  pit  some 
three  feet.  Certain  changes  in  the  engine  render  this 
more  accessible  and  do  not  cause  the  inconvenience  to 
the  janitor  that  the  former  arrangement  did.  Mr.  Eles 
Mekvold,  for  fifteen  years  janitor  of  this  building, 
passed  away  last  fall  after  a  long  and  faithful  career  in 
the  employ  of  the  Board  of  Education.  It  was  said 
many  times  that  only  as  devoted  and  patient  a  soul  as 
his  own  could  endure  the  discomforjts  of  working  in  the 
Jefferson  building. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  grounds  and  buildings,  two  experts  from  the  State 
Industrial  Commission  made  a  complete  survey  of  the 
buildings  of  the  city.  Their  recommendations  in  tabu- 
lated form  are  submitted  herewith.  It  will  be  noted 
that  on  the  whole,  the  report  is  very  favorable.  The 
suggested  improvements  are  few  in  each  building,  al- 
though in  the  aggregate,  the  cost  will  amount  to  a  con- 
siderable sum.  The  largest  single  item  calls  for  the 
abandonment  of  the  third  floor  of  the  Washburn  school 
and  the  renovation  of  some  of  its  many  heating  plants. 
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The  Board  of  Industrial  Education  needing  more 
space  for  its  school,  owing  to  the  fact  that  now  all 
young  people  in  the  city  in  employment  between  the 
ages  of  14  and  17  are  required  to  attend  classes  four 
to  five  hours  a  day  for  either  ten  or  eight  months  (ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  hours  per  day)  is  proposing 
gradually  to  take  over  the  entire  Longfellow  building. 
Their  proposal  is  to  assume  the  entire  cost  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  building,  fuel,  janitor  service,  lights,  power, 
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etc.  For  the  present,  the  old  arrangement  is  continuing 
except  that  the  Industrial  Board  utilizes  more  rooms 
than  formerly.  The  movement  of  population,  as  has  al- 
ready been  stated,  is  away  from  the  down-town  wards, 
and  the  time  will  come  when  the  Second  District  will 
shrink  in  numbers  and  perhaps  can  be  consolidated 
with  the  First.  When  this  time  arrives,  the  Longfellow 
building  can  be  given  over  entirely  to  the  Industrial 
School.  On  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  found  necessary 
to  make  a  new  district  out  toward  the  bluffs.  Either 
the  Hogan  or  the  Webster  school  will  have  to  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  include  all  eight  grades ;  possibly  both. 

NORTH  SIDE  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

After  the  proposal  to  erect  a  North  Side  Junior 
High  School,  which  should  accommodate  the  ninth  and 
tenth  grades,  had  been  rejected  by  the  city  council,  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  build  half  of  the  proposed  build- 
ing, cost  not  to  exceed  $25,000.  In  the  meantime,  the 
cost  of  materials,  especially  steel,  had  greatly  in- 
creased, and  when  the  architect  was  ready  to  advertise 
for  bids,  he  informed  the  board  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  erect  the  building  as  originally  planned  and 
stay  within  the  appropriation.  Accordingly,  the  Board 
of  Education  petitioned  the  council  for  an  additional 
$3,000.  This  was  granted,  and  the  matter  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  on  grounds  and  buildings, 
awaiting  further  action.  It  is  too  late  now  to  relieve 
the  crowded  condition  which  is  bound  to  ensue  at  the 
Logan  school  next  September.  The  only  solution  which 
now  appears  possible  is  to  maintain  only  the  eighth 
grade  at  this  center,  sending  back  the  7A  classes  to 
the  Franklin  and  Jefferson  schools  respectively.  This 
will  be  more  costly  in  that  it  will  probably  involve  an 
additional  teacher.  It  may  cause  the  abandonment  of 
our  present  schedule  of  ten  periods  a  week  of  Manual 
Arts  for  the  7A  pupils.  I  would  urge  your  honorable 
body  to  use  every  effort  to  hurry  the  completion  of  this 
much  needed  structure. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  enrollment  for  the 
year  as  has  been  already  stated  is  over  120  greater  than 
the  figures  for  last  year.  By  turning  to  the  table  in  the 
latter  part  of  this  report,  giving  the  total  enrollment 
for  the  past  40  years,  it  will  be  observed  that  since 
1911,  there  has  been  a  gain  of  700  pupils.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  private  schools  have  also  gained 
in  enrollment  during  this  time,  and  thus  this  growth  is 
an  indication  of  what  may  be  expected  to  continue  in 
the  future.  The  North  Side  is  prospering.  Its  enroll- 
ment in  the  public  schools  will  continue  to  grow.  The 
North  Side  High  School  must  come,  and  the  completion 
of  the  small  addition  is  the  first  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection. 

ACHIEVEMENTS  OF  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  I  am  not  a  candidate  for  re- 
election and  that  you  have  already  made  up  your  minds 
who  shall  be  my  successor,  it  would  seem  well  in  this 
report  to  substitute  for  the  customary  program  of  pro- 
posed changes  a  list  of  the  achievements  of  the  past 
six  years. 

(1)    Elasticity  of  Course  of  Study  and  Machinery  for 
Promotion. 

(a)    Elastic  Promotion. 

The  greatest  change  from  the  old  hard  and  fast 
rules  has  been  the  introduction  of  an  elastic  system  of 
promotion.  As  soon  as  a  teacher  declares  that  a  child 
is  sufficiently  advanced  to  do  the  work  of  the  next 
grade,  the  child  is  moved  up,  no  matter  what  the  time 
of  year  or  the  age  of  the  child.  For  some  mysterious 
reason,  the  average  American  citizen  labors  under  the 
delusion  that  every  child  six  years  of  age  is  ready  to 
begin  the  work  of  the  first  grade  no  matter  what  his 
previous  training.  It  follows  as  a  corollary  to  this  that 
any  child  who  is  not  six  years  of  age  is  not  ready  to  be- 
gin the  work  of  the  first  grade.  Case  after  case  has 
come  up  in  recent  years  where  intelligent  teachers  have 
taken  children  of  tender  age  and  prepared  them  for 
college  by  the  time  they  were  fourteen  or  fifteen  years 
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of  age,  simply  by  appealing  to  the  children's  interest 
and  instructing  them  how  best  to  apply  their  powers. 
It  is  time  that  we  broke  away  from  the  six  year  old 
fetich.  For  the  past  four  years,  approximately  one-half 
of  the  children  who  entered  the  first  grade  were  pro- 
moted before  they  reached  the  age  of  six.  Careful 
watch  has  been  kept,  and  we  find  that  the  younger  chil- 
dren when  well  prepared  by  the  kindergarten  training 
are  better  able  to  do  the  work  than  older  children  who 
have  had  no  training  at  all.  A  very  good  example  of 
this  occurred  two  years  ago.  While  the  viaduct  over 
the  Milwaukee  tracks  on  the  North  Side  was  broken 
down,  there  was  one  section  of  the  city,  the  children 
from  which  were  obliged  to  cross  the  tracks  in  going 
to  school.  Many  parents  refused  to  allow  the  little 
children  to  attend  under  the  circumstances,  and  as  a 
result,  these  did  not  enter  until  the  law  compelled  them 
to  do  so.  In  this  way,  it  happened  that  there  were  two 
classes  at  the  Jefferson  school  in  the  beginning  work. 
One  was  made  up  almost  entirely  of  kindergarten 
trained  children  who  averaged  a  trifle,  under  six  years. 
The  other  was  made  up  of  these  children  who  had  not 
had  kindergarten  training  and  averaged  nearly  a  year 
older.  The  younger  class  with  kindergarten  training 
romped  ahead  of  the  others.  They  covered  nearly  50% 
more  work  in  the  course  of  the  first  year. 

As  soon  as  a  child  is  seen  to  be  having  a  very  easy 
time  in  his  present  grade,  his  teacher  at  once  recom- 
mends that  he  be  given  a  trial  in  the  next  grade  above. 
In  similar  fashion,  if  a  child  is  seen  to  be  a  misfit  in 
that  the  work  which  he  is  attempting  is  too  hard  for 
him,  he  is  demoted  without  waiting  for  the  close  of  the 
semester. 

In  cases  where  two  different  grades  were  sitting 
in  the  same  room,  at  the  close  of  the  semester,  some  of 
the  brighter  pupils  in  the  lower  grade  were  given  the 
opportunity  to  take  the  examinations  of  the  upper 
grade.  As  a  result,  several  won  promotion, 
(b)    Promotion  by  Subject. 

Another  important  innovation  has  been  promo- 
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tion  by  subjects  instead  of  by  grades.  It  frequently 
happens  that  a  child  is  backward  in  one  subject  only. 
Under  the  old  inflexible  system,  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  repeat  the  work  of  the  whole  grade.  Under  the 
present  arrangement,  he  must  go  back  only  in  the  one 
study  and  by  means  of  the  summer  school,  he  can  easily 
catch  up  with  his  class  instead  of  losing  the  half  year, 
or  an  arrangement  is  made  by  which  if  he  is  weak  in 
the  one  subject,  he  may  go  back  and  review  this  with 
the  class  below  in  addition  to  carrying  full  work  with 
his  present  grade.  Bright  pupils  are  put  ahead  in  one 
or  two  subjects,  generally  Reading  and  Language.  Then 
by  carrying  Arithmetic  and  Geography  in  the  summer 
school,  they  are  enabled  to  gain  a  half  year. 

At  first,  it  seemed  extremely  difficult  to  make 
programs  flexible  enough  so  as  to  accommodate  chil- 
dren whose  work  was  in  two  different  sections.  There 
was  reluctance  on  the  part  of  veteran  teachers.  How- 
ever, once  the  new  system  was  introduced  and  proved  a 
success,  some  of  these  very  people  have  become  its 
firmest  supporters.  That  is  the  merit  of  your  true  con- 
servative ;  get  him  on  the  right  side  of  a  question  and  he 
will  cling  just  as  tenaciously  to  this  as  he  has  to  the  no- 
tions of  the  past. 

(c)    Elastic  Course  of  Study. 

We  do  not  set  up  a  hard  and  fast  course  of  study 
and  force  all  pupils  to  fit  this  mould.  Instead,  our 
course  is  so  constituted  that  it  can  be  adjusted  to  the 
needs  of  any  particular  class  of  students.  For  example, 
it  so  happened  that  this  year  a  class  developed  in  the 
Washington  school  with  an  extraordinary  aptitude  for 
Mathematics.  Instead  of  compelling  these  pupils  to 
waste  their  time  reviewing  Arithmetic  in  the  8A,  they 
were  allowed  to  begin  the  study  of  Algebra.  This  they 
did  with  great  enthusiasm,  thereby  gaining  one  credit 
toward  high  school  graduation.  In  similar  fashion,  in 
schools  w^here  we  had  the  equipment  and  the  teachers, 
our  three  upper  classes  were  given  advanced  work  in 
Manual  Arts,  and  in  consequence  won  one  advance 
credit  toward  high  school  graduation. 
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The  course  of  study  was  not  the  same  in  all  of 
the  different  schools.  The  boys  of  the  Lincoln  school, 
for  instance,  instead  of  working  at  the  ordinary  pro- 
jects in  shop  and  mechanical  drawing,  employed  them- 
selves for  the  first  half  of  the  year  in  constructing  the 
benches  and  the  room  where  their  work  was  to  be  done. 
In  the  Washburn  and  Washington  schools,  a  course  in 
Manual  Arts  was  offered  throughout  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  simply  because  we  had  the  room  and  the 
teachers  available.  In  the  high  school  commercial  and 
Manual  Training  courses,  likewise  a  great  deal  of  lati- 
tude was  allowed.  The  needs  of  the  individual  pupil 
were  taken  into  consideration  as  far  as  possible.  In 
three  or  four  cases,  notably  in  the  sixth  grade  at  the 
Franklin  school,  entire  classes  were  found  who  covered 
the  work  more  rapidly  than  the  average  section  and 
were  allowed  to  do  three  semesters'  assignment  in  two, 
a  chance  of  which  they  greatly  availed  themselves. 
(2)    Special  Help  to  the  Individual  Pupil. 

(a)  Ungraded  Rooms. 

Beginning  five  years  ago,  we  made  the  experi- 
ment of  having  three  ungraded  rooms  to  which  were 
sent  both  the  unusually  progressive  pupils  and  those 
who  were  too  slow  to  keep  up  with  their  classes.  They 
were  go-as-you-please  rooms  where  the  teachers  gave 
as  much  attention  to  each  individual  as  possible  and 
let  him  go  as  rapidly  or  slowly  as  his  capabilities  Indi- 
cated. These  rooms  did  a  great  work  in  assisting  the 
individual  pupils  but  a  still  greater  one  in  relieving  the 
regular  teachers  of  pupils  who  demanded  (and  got!) 
more  of  the  teacher's  time  than  she  could  afford  to 
give.  However,  an  experiment  was  tried  in  one  district 
which  proved  a  success  and  was  gradually  adopted  by 
the  others. 

(b)  Special  Help  Teachers. 

The  teachers  who  formerly  taught  the  ungraded 
rooms  now  have  very,  very  few  pupils  who  stay  with 
them  all  day  long.  It  has  been  observed  that  practically 
all  pupils  can  do  normal  work  in  some  subjects.  As  a  re- 
sult, the  unusual  pupils  are  taken  out  of  their  regular 
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classes  only  for  one  or  two  subjects  a  day.  The  special 
help  teacher  has  little  classes  coming  to  her  all  through 
the  day.  These  pupils  recite  in  their  regular  classes  in 
all  subjects  except  say,  Arithmetic  and  Geography.  In 
this  way,  the  ungraded  teacher  is  able  to  serve  50  or  60 
pupils  in  a  day  where  she  formerly  had  only  15,  and 
the  pupils  who  are  receiving  the  extra  help  have  not 
lost  the  stimulation  of  being  with  their  fellows  in  the 
regular  class  room. 

(c)    The  Special  Help  Period. 

The  greatest  preventive  of  failure  has  been  the 
special  help  period,  introduced  five  years  ago.  The 
basis  of  this  arrangement  is  the  fact  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  pupils  will  make  their  promotion  without 
any  difficulty.  Accordingly,  the  teacher  dismisses  half 
an  hour  before  the  regular  closing  time  all  those  pupils 
who  have  done  their  work  well  for  that  day  and  are 
fairly  sure  of  promotion  at  the  end  of  the  term.  Occa- 
sionally, pupils  who  have  ability  but  have  been  indolent 
are  not  allowed  to  go,  but  the  teacher  does  not  spend 
any  of  her  time  with  them  but  devotes  herself  entirely 
to  the  five  or  siz  who  need  her  assistance,  without 
which  they  would  be  likely  to  fail.  She  makes  it  clear 
to  these  pupils  that  it  is  for  their  good  that  she  is  giv- 
ing them  this  special  aid  with  the  idea  of  preventing 
their  failure.  Thus  the  special  help  period  is  an  in- 
centive to  keep  the  bright  pupils  working  and  an 
opportunity  to  the  slower  pupils  to  gain  some  of  the 
points  which  otherwise  would  escape  them  in  the  rush 
of  the  day's  work. 
(3)    All-Year-Round  Schools. 

Beginning  in  1912,  a  summer  school  was  organ- 
it  id  not  only  for  pupils  who  had  failed  of  promotion 
and  wished  to  make  up,  but  also  for  bright  pupils  who 
were  ambitious  to  get  half  a  year  ahead.  It  was  my 
ambition  to  throw  this  school  open  to  everyone  and 
charge  no  tuition  for  I  saw  that  in  the  end  it  would 
be  a  great  saving  to  the  city.  However,  funds  seemed 
to  be  lacking,  as  was  too  often  the  case  when  something 
radically  new  was  proposed.   In  consequence,  a  tuition 
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of  $5.00  was  charged;  42  pupils  attended,  41  of  whom 
won  promotion.  In  1913,  in  response  to  my  plea  that 
the  tuition  be  cut  down,  a  reduction  was  made  to  $2.50, 
99  pupils  attended,  and  all  of  them  achieved  the  promo- 
tion which  they  sought.  In  1914  with  the  tuition  cut 
further  to  $2.00,  the  attendance  increased  to  126.  In 
1915,  we  finally  made  the  experiment  of  abolishing  the 
tuition.  The  enrollment  at  once  jumped  up  to  1343,  308 
of  whom  were  high  school  students.  I  had  feared  that 
there  would  be  a  reaction  from  this  large  attendance, 
but  as  you  have  already  been  told,  the  figures  this 
year  are  even  greater.  The  chief  drawback  to  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  school  last  summer  was  that  some 
250  pupils  did  not  remain  until  the  end.  I  am  confi- 
dent that  there  will  be  a  better  percentage  stay  through 
to  the  close  of  the  term  this  summer. 

A  great  many  pupils  were  enabled  to  advance 
half  a  grade.  Many  others  saved  themselves  from  re- 
peating. All  told,  there  were  over  700  who  saved  half 
a  year's  time  for  themselves  and  for  the  city. 

(4)  Kindergartens. 

One  of  the  most  important  changes  introduced 
under  my  administration  was  the  introduction  of 
kindergartens.  After  struggling  along  for  many  years 
during  which  they  were  greatly  hampered  by  the  pres- 
ence of  the  four  and  five  year  old  children,  the  first 
grade  teachers  at  last  found  themselves  able  to  do  the 
work  for  which  they  were  hired.  The  next  problem 
which  had  to  be  solved  was  that  of  bridging  over  the 
gap  between  the  kindergarten  and  thB  first  grade.  The 
final  solution  was  to  make  the  transition  easy.  Begin- 
ning some  six  weeks  before  promotion  time,  the  kinder- 
garten children  of  the  advanced  class  are  sent  into  the 
first  grade  room  for  some  20  minutes  per  day.  Here 
they  receive  instruction  in  the  beginnings  of  reading. 
In  similar  fashion,  immediately  after  beng  promoted  to 
the  first  grade,  they  are  sent  back  to  the  kindergarten 
for  those  periods  during  which  they  are  not  reciting. 
This  practice  continues  until  they  have  learned  how  to 
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employ  themselves  profitably  during  their  study 
periods. 

(5)    The  Three  R's. 

(a)  Reading. 

Instead  of  struggling  laboriously  through  books 
whose  material  was  too  advanced  for  the  children  to 
read  rapidly  and  intelligently,  they  now  are  supplied 
with  material  which  they  read  with  ease  and  enjoy- 
ment. In  this  way,  they  are  taught  to  acquire  the  read- 
ing habit.  The  object  of  the  reading  is  the  rapid  grasp- 
ing of  the  thought  from  the  printed  page.  Expression 
is  not  neglected,  but  it  has  been  proved  that  when  a 
child  thoroughly  understands  a  passage,  and  not  until 
then,  will  he  read  it  with  correct  emphasis.  About 
three  times  as  much  material  is  read  in  the  course  of  a 
year  as  was  possible  under  the  old  system.  Reports 
are  required  on  books  read  outside  of  school,  and  every- 
thing is  done  to  accustom  the  children  to  use  the  public 
library. 

(b)  Writing. 

The  children  are  taught  the  muscular  movement 
from  the  first.  The  supervisor  visits  each  school  once 
in  two  weeks.  As  frequently  as  possible,  he  teaches 
classes  composed  of  the  grade  teachers. 

In  the  high  school,  a  great  deal  of  stress  has  been 
laid  upon  penmanship  in  the  commercial  course  which 
is  taken  by  nearly  one-third  of  our  students.  Arrange- 
ment has  been  made  by  which  students  in  the  other 
courses  are  allowed  to  come  to  the  bookkeeping  classes 
for  a  portion  of  the  period  in  order  to  get  a  drill  in 
penmanship. 

(c)  Arithmetic. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  lower  grades  has 
been  considerably  lightened.  No  number  work  beyond 
a  little  counting  is  given  in  the  first  grade,  as  it  was 
found  that  the  time  could  be  spent  much  more  profit- 
ably on  Language  and  Reading.  In  the  lower  grades, 
the  time  is  spent  mainly  on  a  drill  of  fundamentals.  In 
the  middle  and  upper  grades,  stress  is  put  upon  the 
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intelligent  reading  of  problems.  It  was  found  that  a 
great  many  of  the  failures  came  from  the  pupils'  ina- 
bility to  understand  the  language  of  the  text.  A 
thorough  review  in  all  processes  is  prescribed  for  the 
latter  half  of  the  eighth  grade. 

(6)  Other  Elementary  Subjects. 

(a)  Language. 

The  key-note  of  progress  here  is  English  not 
grammar.  No  formal  grammar  is  taught  below  the  sev- 
enth grade  except  that  the  pupils  are  taught  the  nomen- 
clature of  the  parts  of  speech.  They  are  given  a 
great  deal  of  practice  in  the  use  of  the  English 
language.  Enrichment  of  vocabulary  and  accuracy  of 
expression  are  sought.  These  are  found  to  be  very  es- 
sential, especially  in  a  community  which  has  as  many 
families  as  La  Crosse  where  English  is  not  the  native 
tongue  of  the  parents. 

(b)  History  and  Geography. 

These  subjects  are  taught  in  such  a  way  as  to 
develop  the  reasoning  powers  of  the  child.  He  is  not 
burdened  with  long  lists  of  dates,  facts,  capitals, 
rivers,  capes,  etc.  No  fact  is  told  him  if  he  can  be  made 
to  reach  the  same  conclusion  himself  through  reason- 
ing. 

(c)  Spelling. 

The  spellers  of  six  years  ago  taught  the  child 
how  to  spell  anodyne,  azimuth,  and  decahedron.  Be- 
sides using  the  words  in  the  modern  text  book  em- 
ployed, the  teachers  have  made  lists  compiled  from  the 
daily  errors  of  the  children  in  the  various  grades.  In 
like  fashion,  the  high  school  English  classes  keep  tab 
upon  common  errors  and  endeavor  to  correct  them. 

(7)  Junior  High  School  Organization. 

The  schools  are  now  all  organized  above  the 
sixth  grade  on  the  Junior  High  School  departmental 
plan,  with  each  teacher  confined  to  a  single  subject  as 
far  as  possible.  Whereas  under  the  old  system,  an 
eighth  grade  pupil  was  taught  fourteen  different  sub- 
jects: Arithmetic,  History,  Grammar,  Spelling,  Music, 
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Composition,  Writing,  Reading,  Civics,  Hygiene, 
Manual  Training,  Drawing,  General  Information  and 
Calisthenics,  and  did  not  learn  any  one  of  them  thor- 
oughly enough,  he  now  learns  English  eight  periods  per 
week,  Mathetmatics  five  periods.  History  five  periods, 
Manual  Arts  five  double  periods.  Spelling  and  Penman- 
ship two  periods.  As  a  result,  pupils  are  covering  the 
old  traditional  subjects  in  much  better  form  than  be- 
fore and  in  addition,  they  are  accomplishing  work  in 
Manual  Arts  which  occupied  the  first  year  pupils  in 
the  high  school. 

(8)    Bread  and  Butter  Courses. 

(a)  Commercial. 

The  business  men  of  our  city  who  have  employed 
high  school  graduates  will  not  take  business  college 
students  any  longer,  unless  a  high  school  graduate  is 
not  available.  This  frequently  happens  for  we  cannot 
turn  them  out  fast  enough  to  supply  the  demand.  High 
School  seniors  who  are  about  to  graduate  from  the  com- 
mercial course  are  given  actual  practice,  working  on 
the  books  and  taking  dictation  in  the  offices  of  the 
principal  and  superintendent.  They  keep  the  books  of 
the  athletic  association,  the  record  of  attendance  for  the 
whole  school,  and  are  otherwise  employed. 

(b)  Manual  Arts. 

Courses  are  given  in  Bench  Work,  Cabinet 
Making,  Mechanical  and  Architectural  Drawing, 
Forge,  Foundry,  Wood  Turning,  Pattern  Making,  Ma- 
chine Shop  Practice,  etc.,  for  the  boys,  and  in  Plain 
Sewing,  Cooking,  Home  Management  and  Sanitation, 
Millinery  and  Dressmaking  for  the  girls.  It  has  been 
hard  to  keep  these  students  in  school,  for  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  they  have  acquired  so  much  proficiency  that 
they  can  get  profitable  employment  in  sash  and  door 
factories,  shops,  millinery  establishments,  etc. 

(c)  Employment  Bureau. 

An  employment  bureau  has  been  maintained  by 
the  high  school  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Anna 
Mashek  by  which  deserving  students  who  desire  to 
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earn  money  while  going  to  school  are  put  in  touch  with 
those  who  wish  to  employ  them.  Miss  Mashek  informs 
the  employer  what  pay  the  student  and  always  asks  for 
a  report  on  how  the  latter  has  worked.  The  bureau  al- 
so assists  graduates  in  obtaining  regular  positions  and 
in  gaining  promotion. 

(9)  Loan  Fund. 

While  the  Board  of  Education  is  not  responsible 
for  this,  it  was  organized  at  the  suggestion  of  the  super- 
intendent, and  has  proved  very  successful,  thanks  to 
the  energetic  management  of  Miss  Helen  Dorset,  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  and  former  head  of  the 
Latin  Department.  The  sum  of  is  now  avail- 
able for  needy  high  school  graduates  who  are  endeav- 
oring to  continue  their  education. 

(10)  Ambition  of  Our  Graduates. 

Professor  F.  D.  Crawshaw  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  who  inspected  our  school  last  February, 
commented  on  the  fine  spirit  of  initiative  displayed  by 
our  students.  This  comment  was  very  gratifying  to 
those  in  authority  as  it  has  been  our  constant  endeavor 
to  develop  this  quality.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  our  graduates  wish  to  go  on 
with  their  education.  In  fact,  71%  of  the  graduates  for 
the  past  eight  years  have  either  entered  college,  uni- 
versity, or  normal  school  at  graduation  or  shortly  aft- 
erwards. Out  of  this  number,  (over  500)  only  one 
student  has  ever  been  "conned"  or  ''flunked"  out  at 
the  end  of  his  first  semester  in  a  higher  institution  of 
learning,  and  he,  later  on,  entered  another  university 
and  "made  good." 

(11)  100%  Promotion. 

The  percentage  of  promotion  in  the  public 
schools  ten  years  ago  was  74.1.  From  this  figure  it 
steadily  rose  until  two  years  ago  when  the  mark  of  94.4 
was  achieved.  This  year,  the  percentage  of  promotion 
for  the  entire  city  is  slightly  over  100.  This  does  not 
mean  that  there  were  no  failures.  On  the  contrary,  777 
pupils  failed,  counting  the  sum  of  the  two  semesters. 
In  the  same  length  of  time,  however,  there  were  eight 
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hundred  double  promotions.  This  number  can  be  given 
only  approximately,  as  two  of  the  reports  have  slight 
errors  in  them  which  have  not  been  corrected  at  this 
writing.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  100%.  I 
believe  that  I  am  fairly  safe  in  saying  that  no  town  or 
city  in  the  United  States  has  ever  made  a  like  record 
for  a  single  scholastic  year. 
(12)  Straws. 

(a)  In  ten  years,  although  the  city  has  not 
grown  more  than  4%,  the  number  of  graduates  per 
year  from  the  high  school  is  increased  from  26  to  154 
(142  pupils  received  diplomas  in  June,  12  more  are  to 
obtain  them  at  the  close  of  the  six  weeks  of  summer 
school. 

(b)  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  has  in- 
creased from  320  to  970. 

(c)  Yearly  cases  of  tardiness  have  diminished 
from  5,638  to  2,488. 

(d)  Teachers'  tardiness  has  dropped  from  390 
cases  annually  to  147. 

(e)  The  number  of  eighth  grade  graduates  has 
increased  from  152  to  266. 

(f )  Corporal  punishment,  truancy,  suspensions 
have  decreased  too  from  30  to  40%  below  the  figures  of 
ten  years  ago. 

(g)  The  number  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  high 
school  annually  has  increased  from  162  to  342. 

(h)  The  number  of  pupils  leaving  school  annu- 
ally on  work  permits  has  diminished  from  200  to  23. 

(i)  In  1906,  over  400  children  dropped  out  of 
school  to  go  to  work,  while  26  graduated  from  the  high 
school.  In  1916,  94  children  dropped  out  of  school  to 
go  to  work,  while  153  were  graduated  from  the  high 
school. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  pen  my  valedictory. 
Nine  years  is  a  large  slice  out  of  a  man's  life,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  live  as  long  as  this  in  a  town  like  La 
Crosse  without  growing  deeply  attached  to  it.  I  like 
to  think  of  the  schools  of  La  Crosse  still  as  my  schools. 
I  like  to  think  that  I  have  put  some  part  of  myself  into 
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them.  I  shall  continue  to  watch  for  and  rejoice  in  their 
further  progress  under  my  successor. 

In  closing  for  the  last  time,  I  wish  to  express  to 
you  gentlemen  and  to  your  predecessors  in  office  my 
grateful  thanks  for  your  loyal  help  and  your  never 
failing  support.  The  things  that  we  have  accomplished 
would  have  been  impossible  without  the  sympathetic 
co-operation  of  such  a  body  of  men  as  yourselves. 
Especially,  are  my  thanks  due  to  your  worthy  presi- 
dent who  has  been  at  all  times  my  staunch  friend  and 
wise  counselor.  The  citizens  of  La  Crosse  owe  to  him 
and  to  you  for  your  time  and  services  freely  given  a 
debt  of  gratitude  which  they  can  never  repay. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  P.  BENEZET. 


Report  on  Summer  School — 1916 


On  August  11th,  the  second  summer  school  of  the 
city  graded  schools  came  to  a  close  after  an  eight 
weeks'  session.  The  high  school  summer  school  ended 
two  weeks  earlier  on  July  28th.  Considering  all  things, 
this  year's  vacation  school  produced  better  results  than 
those  of  last  year.  In  spite  of  adverse  weather  condi- 
tions, the  enrollment  was  greater  by  45,  and  the  attend- 
ance better  than  last  year.  The  summer  of  1915  was  an 
unusually  cool  one  and  there  were  many  who  ac- 
counted for  the  good  showing  of  summer  school  by  this 
fact.  Conditions  were  reversed  this  summer,  July  aver- 
aging higher  temperatures  than  it  had  for  many  years. 
In  spite  of  this  fact,  there  were  fewer  pupils  who 
dropped  out  this  summer  in  proportion  to  the  enroll- 
ment than  last  and  the  percentage  of  promotion  was 
equal  to  that  of  last  year.  This  year,  there  were  grades 
in  each  of  the  following  schools :  Franklin,  Logan  and 
Jefferson  on  the  North  Side,  and  Washburn,  Lincoln, 
Hamilton,  Hogan  and  Normal  School  on  the  South  Side. 
Mr.  Spence  had  charge  of  the  North  Side  schools.  He 
was  assisted  by  ten  teachers,  and  his  enrollment  was 
296.  Mr.  Greenwalt  had  charge  of  the  second  district 
in  the  Washburn  School,  and  his  enrollment  was  187. 
He  had  six  teachers.  Mr.  Kircher  had  charge  of  the 
first  district  which  had  an  enrollment  of  176.  In 
keeping  with  the  arrangement  made  last  year,  the 
school  was  conducted  in  the  Normal  School.  There 
were  five  teachers,  three  of  whom  were  regular  mem- 
bers of  the  Normal  School  faculty.  Mr.  Shepardson 
had  charge  of  the  third  and  sixth  districts  where  the 
total  enrollment  was  406.  There  were  13  teachers  em- 
ployed in  these  districts.  In  the  high  school,  the  en- 
rollment was  304.  Miss  Heideman  was  in  charge  and 
she  was  assisted  by  eight  teachers.  There  was  a  de- 
crease in  the  enrollment  this  year  of  25  in  the  second 
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district,  27  in  the  fifth  and  seventh,  and  three  in  the 
high  school.  There  was  an  increase  of  46  in  the  third 
and  sixth  districts,  and  54  in  the  first  district.  The  total 
enrollment  showed  an  increase  in  the  whole  city  of  45, 
the  total  being  1,369  as  compared  with  1,324  last  year. 
The  following  tables  constitute  a  summary  of  the  en- 
rollment by  districts,  the  number  of  teachers,  etc. 


1915 

District  Principal      No.  of  Enroll-  Enroll-  Loss  Gain 

Teachers  ment  ment 


First,  at  Normal.  .Mr.  Kircher    5  176  122  ..  54 

Second   Mr.  Greenwalt    6  187  212  25  .. 

Third  and  6th.  .Mr.  Shepardson  13  406  360  .  .  46 

Fifth  and  Seventh.  .Mr.  Spence  10  296  323  27  .  . 

High  School  . .  .Miss  Heideman   8  304  307  3  . . 


Total    1369  1324  45 


Total  Enrollment 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

72 

104 

176 

Second  District  

101 

86 

187 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  .  . . 

.  208 

198 

406 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts  . 

.  157 

140 

296 

High  School  

87 

217 

304 

Total   

624 

745 

1,369 

Withdraw  Before  Close  of 

Term 

First  District  

22 

28 

50 

Second  Ditsrict  

16 

17 

33 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  . . . 

.  38 

43 

81 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts  . 

.  39 

49 

88 

High  School   

9 

20 

29 

Total   

124 

157 
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No.  of  Pupils  Remaining  at  the  Close  of  Term 


50 

76 

126 

Second  District  

85 

69 

154 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  . . . 

.  169 

152 

321 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts  . 

.  117 

91 

208 

High  School  

78 

197 

275 

Total   

499 

585 

1,084 

Number  of  Pupils  Promoted 

,  35 

53 

88 

Second  District  

75 

57 

132 

Third  and  Sixth  Districts  .  . . 

.  127 

117 

244 

Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts  . 

.  86 

71 

157 

High  School   

103 

Total   

,  323 

298 

724 

Report — High  School 


No.  Students  enrolled  .    304 

No.  Students  withdrawn   29 

No.  taking  one  subject   37 

No.  taking  two  subjects  . .   262 

No.  students  taking  three  subjects   5 

No.  that  passed  in  two  subjects   178 

No.  that  dropped  one  subject    40 

No.  that  passed  in  one  subject   83 

No.  that  failed  in  all  subjects   8 

No.  taking  two  advanced  subjects   186 

No.  taking  two  repeat  subjects   9 

No.  taking  one  adv.  and  one  rept.  sub   45 

Total  number  of  ' '  adv ' '  credits  made   396 

Total  number  of  '  ^  rep ' '  credits  made   55 

Total  number  of  credits  made   451 

Total  number  of  failures   42 

Number  of  students  promoted  by  means  of  sum- 
mer school    103 

Number  of  graduates  at  close  of  S.  S   12 
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In  the  three  grades,  pupils  were  allowed  to  take  two 
subjects.  The  majority  were  doing  advanced  work,  but 
a  great  number  were  doing  review  work.  The  percent- 
age of  promotion  at  the  end  of  the  summer  school  not 
including  all  of  those  who  were  doing  review  work  was 
68.6.  There  were  really  three  classes  of  students  in  the 
summer  schools:  (a)  those  who  were  doing  advanced 
work;  (b)  those  who  were  making  up  work  in  which 
they  failed;  and  (c)  those  who  were  doing  review  work 
to  strengthen  themselves  for  the  next  grade.  As  I 
said  before,  the  attendance  kept  up  remarkably  well, 
some  rooms  losing  but  one  pupil  throughout  the  eight 
weeks.  There  were  724  pupils  actually  promoted.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  this  does  not  mean  that  only 
724  passed  in  their  work.  There  were  many  more  than 
this  number,  because  it  was  possible  for  a  student  to 
pass  in  two  subjects,  especially  in  the  high  chool,  with- 
out it  being  counted  a  promotion.  To  llustrate,  there 
were  actually  450  credits  made  in  the  high  school, 
while  according  to  the  scale  of  classification,  there 
were  only  103  pupils  promoted.  As  a  direct  result  of 
the  summer  school,  some  20  or  more  eighth  graders 
were  allowed  to  enter  high  school  this  fall  for  full  or 
part  time  work,  while  12  students  were  able  to  gradu- 
ate from  high  school  at  the  close  of  the  summer  ses- 
sion. When  the  scheme  was  first  proposed,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  summer  school  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  both  the  quick  and  the  slow  pupil.  A  summary 
of  the  time  spent  in  high  school  by  the  12  graduates 
will  emphasize  the  statements  made  at  that  time.  Of 
the  12,  five  required  more  than  four  years'  time,  to 
complete  the  high  school,  while  seven  were  graduated 
in  less  than  four  years'  time.  Five  students  completed 
their  course  in  three  years  and  two  summer  sessions,  one 
student  in  three  and  a  half  years  and  one  summer  ses- 
sion, one  student  in  three  and  a  half  yars  and  two  sum- 
mer sessions,  one  student  in  four  years  and  one  summer 
session,  three  students  in  four  years  plus  two  summer 
sions,  and  one  student  in  five  years  and  two  summer 
sessions.  The  plan  works  exactly  the  same  way  in  the 
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grades.  Both  the  quick  and  the  slow  students  gain  by 
the  arrangement.  Although  an  analysis  of  the  grade 
students  from  this  angle  has  not  been  made,  I  feel 
very  certain  that  the  results  of  such  an  investigation 
would  be  similar  to  those  above. 

It  can  be  reasonably  taken  for  granted  that  each  of 
the  twelve  students  who  finished  high  school  has  saved 
at  least  half  a  year's  and  possibly  a  whole  year's  time 
to  himself  because  of  the  summer  schools  which  we 
have  had  in  the  city.  The  same  reasoning  applied  to 
all  the  children  in  the  grade  schools  would,  no  doubt, 
show  remarkable  results.  There  is  no  question  but  that 
the  shortening  of  the  school  year  involves  a  decrease  in 
the  expense  per  pupil  to  the  city  of  educating  its  boys 
and  girls.  The  cost  per  credit  in  the  high  school  and 
the  grades  is  less  in  the  summer  than  during  the  regu- 
lar school  year.  The  items  of  fuel  and  light  can  abso- 
lutely be  neglected  during  the  summer  months.  These 
two  items  alone  mean  a  remarkable  saving  to  the  city. 
But  from  the  parents'  standpoint,  there  is  also  an  ad- 
vantage, for  it  costs  less  to  clothe  the  children  during 
the  summer  time  than  during  the  winter  time.  Then, 
too,  it  is  during  the  winter  that  the  help  of  the  older 
children  is  needed  most,  and  in  many  cases,  they  are 
compelled  to  lose  their  schooling  for  this  reason. 

Summer  school  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  The  fact 
that  there  was  a  better  attendance,  a  higher  percentage 
of  promotion,  and  generally  a  spirit  of  greater  indus- 
triousness  under  weather  conditions  of  this  summer 
which  were  as  bad  as  they  ever  will  be,  leads  me  to 
believe  that  the  step  is  one  in  the  right  direction  and 
that  this  city  is  a  pioneer  in  a  movement  which  in  a  few 
years  will  be  nation  wide.  It  is  endorsed  from  the 
standpoint  of  economy  to  the  city  and  to  the  parents, 
and  finally  and  most  important  to  the  child  himself 
who  will  be  able  to  find  himself  in  the  world,  because 
of  summer  school  in  less  time  than  would  ordinarilv  be 
the  ease.  B.  E.  McCORMICK. 


MANUAL  TRAINING 


La  Crosse,  Wis.,  June  16,  1916. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Benezet, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Dear  Sir :  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Man- 
ual Tranng  Department  for  the  school  year  endng  June 
16,  1916. 

ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  JUNIOR  HiaH  SCHOOL 

Semester  of  September  1915 


Eighth  A. 

Logan  ...    10 

Washington    8 

Hamilton   8 

Lincoln    14  40 


Eighth  B. 

Logan    25 

Washington    18 

Hamilton   12 

Lincoln    19  74 


Seventh  A. 

Logan   23 

Washington    18 

Hamilton   21 

Lincoln    13  75 


Seventh  B. 

Washington    22  22 


Total  enrollment  for  the  semester.  211 
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ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  JUNIOR  HIGH 
Semester  of  February,  1916. 


Eighth  A. 

Logan    27 

Washington    18 

Hamilton   12 

Lincoln    19  76 


Eighth  B. 

Logan    22 

Washington    18 

Hamilton   21 

Lincoln    11  72 


Seventh  A. 

Logan    42 

Washington    22 

Hamilton    24 

Lincoln    24  112 

Seventh  B. 

Washington    26  26 


Total  enrollment  for  the  semester  286 


Two  Junior  High  Schools  were  started  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  school  year,  one  at  the  Hamilton  and  the 
other  at  the  Lincoln,  making  four  in  all,  the  Logan  and 
Washington  being  in  operation  last  year. 

Under  the  new  plan,  the  7B  grade  was  to  be  included 
in  Junior  High.  On  account  of  a  shortage  of  an  in- 
c+i^uctor,  the  7B  work  has  been  offered  only  in  the 
Washington  School. 

The  instructor  at  the  Hamilton  School  put  in 
three-fourths  of  his  time  there  and  one-fourth  at  the 
Lincoln.  One-half  of  an  instructors  time  was  taken 
from  the  high  school  and  spent  at  the  Lincoln. 

There  is  a  great  need  for  an  instructor  for  a  full 
day  at  both  the  Lincoln  and  the  Hamilton  schools. 
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By  adding  the  7B  grade,  there  would  be  four  classes 
daily  and  the  work  would  be  carried  on  as  it  is  in  the 
Washington  School  at  the  present  time. 

According  to  the  work  given  in  the  Junior  High, 
two  credits  will  be  given  toward  high  school  credit, 
one  credit  for  Freshman  drawing  and  one  for  elemen- 
tary cabinet  making,  providing  the  student  takes  one 
year  of  high  school  work  earning  four  credits  in  all. 

ATTENDANCE  IN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Semester  Semester 
Sept.  1915     Feb.  1916  Total 


M.  T.  I    30  27  57 

M.  T.  II   27  34  61 

M.  T.  Ill   31  23  54 

M.  T.  IV   16  38  54 

M.  T.  V   14  1  15 

M.  T.  VI   6  22  28 

M.  T.  VII    5  3  8 

M.  T.  VIII   4  8  12 


133  156  289 

Drawing  V  and  VII  have  been  made  elective  and 
it  is  a  very  welcome  change  to  most  of  the  boys,  as 
about  ninety  per  cent  prefer  shop  work  to  drawing. 
Instead  of  dropping  out  at  this  time,  they  are  continu- 
ing in  shop  work.  Respectfully  submitted, 


E.  A.  PEART,  Supervisor. 


DOMESTIC  SCIENCE 

June  16,  1916. 

Superintendent  L.  P.  Benezet. 

Dear  Sir :  I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  Household  Arts  Department  for  the  year  ending 
June  16,  1916. 

Enrollment  Beginning-  Sept.  6,  1915 

Eighth  A   55 

Eighth  B    88 

Seventh  A   61 

Seventh  B  (Washburn)    19 

Total    223 

Semester  Beginning*  Jan.  31,  1916 

Eighth  A   86 

Eighth  B   45 

Seventh  A   68 

Seventh  B  (Washburn)    20 

Total    219 

ENROLLMENT  IN  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Semester  Beginning  Sept.  6,  1915. 

Cooking   63 

Millinery   28 

Sewing    99 

Total    190 

Semester  Beginning  Jan.  31,  1916 

Cooking   85 

Millinery   33 

Sewing   74 


Total 


192 
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We  have  had  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  year 
for  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having  a  corps  of  teach- 
ers who  are  faithful  and  anxious  to  do  their  best. 

The  new  plan  of  work  which  was  started  last  year 
at  the  Logan  and  Washburn  centers  was  put  into  oper- 
ation at  the  Hamilton  this  year.  Not  all  schools,  how- 
ever, have  the  same  opportunities  as  regard  to  high 
school  credits  for  we  have  neither  room  nor  sufficient 
teachers  to  carry  out  the  original  plan.  The  work  at 
the  Washburn  center  starts  in  the  7B,  while  that  at  the 
Logan  and  Hamilton  centers  starts  in  7A.  It  will  be  im- 
possible to  give  more  than  one  semester's  credit  to 
pupils  coming  from  schools  where  the  work  begins  in 
the  7A. 

The  pupils  seem  to  enjoy  the  new  arrangement  and 
parents  tell  me  that  their  children  are  accomplishing 
much  more  than  under  the  old  system. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 
CAROLINE  M.  RUDDOCK,  Supervisor. 


Board  of  Education,  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

Gentlemen :  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  High 
School  Library  for  the  year,  September,  1915- June, 


The  circulation  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  periodicals 
has  been  as  follows : 


LIBRARY 


1916. 


September 
October  .  . 
November 
December 
January  . 
February 
March  .  .  . 
April  .... 
May   


201 
527 
417 
400 
.  403 
1,181 
1,008 
594 
1,095 
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June    275 


Total  6,101 

These  figures  represent  the  attendance : 

September    2,711 

October   2,732 

November    1,319 

December    2,642 

January    2,365 

February    3,226 

March   3,733 

April   2,951 

May   3,195 

June    1,008 


Doubtless  these  items  will  indicate  the  use  made  of 
the  library  by  students  and  faculty  without  other  com- 
ment. 

The  librarian  wishes  to  take  this  method  of  express- 
ing thanks  to  Miss  Borreson,  the  librarian  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  to  Miss  Wing  of  the  Normal  School 
Library  for  their  kindness  in  helping  her  to  obtain  ma- 
terial which  was  not  to  be  found  here.  At  all  times, 
their  spirit  of  co-operation  has  been  most  kindly. 

The  generous  attitude  of  the  principal,  Mr.  McCor- 
mick,  and  the  ready  assistance  of  Superintendent  Bene- 
zet  have  made  this  year's  work  a  most  happy  one  for 
the  librarian.    She  feels  very  grateful  to  them. 

Several  definite  things  have  been  accomplished. 
Every  student,  about  nine  hundred  fifty,  has  had  suffi- 
cient instruction  to  make  him  capable  of  using  any  li- 
brary as  far  as  his  present  needs  go.  All  the  new  books, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  worth,  have  been 
catalogued  and  added  to  the  shelves.  A  large  number 
of  the  collection  donated  by  Mr.  Albert  Hardy  have 
also  been  added.  Many  books  have  been  examined  in 
order  that  the  librarian  might  become  familiar  with  the 
material  at  hand  and  thereby  increase  her  usefulness. 

The  Wisconsin  Library  Association  attended  last 


38  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 

October  was  a  source  of  much  practical  benefit  and  in- 
spiration. 

For  several  months,  the  librarian  spent  one  night 
per  week  at  the  Public  Library  in  order  to  help  high 
school  students  with  reference  work. 

These  things  have  been  added  this  year : 

(1)  About  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  worth  of  new 
books — before  mentioned. 

(2)  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  Collections  and 
Procedings. 

(3)  Twenty -three  volumes  of  unbound  magazines 
and  ten  books  from  Mrs.  T.  H.  Spence. 

(4)  Numerous  free  documents  and  pamphlets 
from  the  United  States  government. 

The  librarian  would  like  to  express  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  board  for  their  previous  consideration 
and  would  like  to  make  these  recommendations  for 
next  year : 

(1)  A  new  loan  desk  is  very  badly  needed. 

(2)  The  shelving  is  very  unsatisfactory.  A  small 
amount  of  money  combined  with  labor  from  the  Manual 
Training  Department  would  increase  its  efficiency  very 
materially. 

(3)  An  appropriation  of  two  hundred  dollars  is 
needed  for  books.  Twenty-five  dollars  is  needed  for 
re-binding  and  supplies. 

Thanks  are  due  the  members  of  the  faculty  for  their 
willingness  to  aid  in  everything  attempted.  Special 
thanks  are  rendered  to  Miss  Fern  Hackett.  The  atti- 
tude of  the  student  body  of  this  High  School  could  not 
be  better  than  it  has  been. 

Any  suggestions  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  a  more  efficient  adminis- 
tration will  be  gratefully  received. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  GERTRUDE  DICKENS. 
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PLAYGROUNDS 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  August  22,  1916. 
Board  of  Education, 

City  of  La  Crosse. 

Gentlemen — The  following  is  the  report  of  the  acti- 
vities of  the  municipal  playgrounds  during  the  nine 
weeks,  June  21st  to  August  22nd  inclusive. 

Supervision  was  vested  in  one  supervisor,  and  five 
assistants — three  men  and  two  ladies. 

For  the  purpose  of  inter-playground  competition 
the  grounds  were  divided  into  a  north  and  a  south  divi- 
sion. Championship  contests  were  held  in  the  three 
classes,  Midget,  Junior  and  Senior,  both  for  boys  and 
for  girls  in  all  of  the  popular  sports,  i.  e.,  baseball, 
basketball,  volley  ball,  field  and  track.  During  the 
season  we  held  six  minor  and  one  final  track  and  field 
meet.  Instruction  was  given  in  swimming  and  gym- 
nastic work. 

Exhibitions  and  play  fetes  were  held  in  all  parks  at 
various  times.  These  consisted  for  the  most  part  of 
folk  dancing,  drills,  athletic  games,  free  exercises,  etc. 
The  closing  events  were  held  on  August  19th  to  21st 
inclusive  as  per  program  attached  to  this  report. 

Attendance  totals  are  taken  from  instructors  re- 
ports which  were  submitted  weekly : 

Boys  Girls 

Copeland   17,771  4,324 

West  Avenue   10,606  3,505 

Hood  Street    11,854  3,668 

Total    40,231  11,497 

Grand  Total   51,728 

Spectators  in  attendance  as  per  above  reports  were : 

Copeland    20,517 

West    3,987 

Hood   2,245 


Grand  total 


26,749 
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(These  figures  do  not  include  the  attendance  at  the 
closing  exercises.) 

Ice  Cream  Socials,  tag  day  and  the  like  gave  us  in 
gross  receipts  exactly  $256.00.  With  this  money  we 
bought  the  prizes  for  the  final  days  (estimated  cost 
$135.00),  suits  for  fetes,  etc.,  paid  children's  car  fare  to 
and  from  competition,  had  programs  printed  for  the 
various  events  of  the  season,  and  paid  small  items  of 
equipment.  Respectfully  yours, 

G.  HEINEMAN, 
Supervisor  of  Playgrounds  1916. 

When  one  looks  at  the  progress  made  in  playground 
vtrork,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  La  Crosse  had  her  first 
municipal  supervised  playground  only  five  years  ago. 

In  the  spring  of  1911,  the  park  board  engaged  the 
services  of  the  director  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  organize 
and  direct  the  work.  As  Assistants  he  took  three  men 
from  his  leaders  class  and  since  these  men  could  not 
devote  more  time  to  this  work,  the  playgrounds  were 
open  only  in  the  evening.  There  were  no  lady  directors 
and  the  work  of  the  girls  was  given  very  little  atten- 
tion. Naturally  enough  very  few  girls  attended  these 
playfields. 

In  1912,  Mr.  Dickens,  who  previously  had  charge  of 
the  Hood  Street  playground,  was  appointed  Supervisor, 
and  in  this  season  regular  play  directors  were  employed 
and  the  grounds  were  open  afternoon  and  evening.  It 
was  in  this  season  that  the  first  inter-played  contests 
were  arranged  and  it  was  this  start  which  fired  di- 
rectors and  children  to  greater  effort  and  fostered  loy- 
alty to  their  home  grounds  and  to  the  home  team. 

With  the  season  of  1913  came  another  important 
step  forward  in  the  playground  movement.  Two  ladies 
were  added  to  the  list  of  directors  and  immediately  the 
girls  showed  their  appreciation  by  an  attendance  al- 
most as  large  as  the  boys. 

Since  that  time  no  great  changes  have  taken  place. 
Under  the  careful  and  untiring  efforts  of  Park  Superin- 
tendent, Mr.  John  Forrer,  the  scope  of  the  work  has 
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grown  and  play  apparatus  was  added  as  occasion  and 
appropriations  decreed.  La  Crosse  will  have  much 
opportunity  to  remember  long  what  Mr.  Forrer's  in- 
terest and  co-operation  have  made  possible  for  her 
future  citizens. 

TRACK  AND  FIELD  MEET 
Normal  Field,  Saturday,  August  19. 


MIDGET  GIRLS 

50  yard  dash   1:30 

Hop,  step  and  jump   1 :45 

Potato  race    2:15 

MIDGET  BOYS 

Potato  race    1:30 

50  yard  dash   1 :45 

Hop,  step  and  jump   2:00 

JUNIOR  GIRLS 

Basketball  throw    1:30 

60  yard  dash   2  :00 

High  jump   2:45 

Pull  up   3:15 

JUNIOR  BOYS 

Basketball  throw   1 :45 

60  yard  dash   2:15 

Pull  up    2:30 

High  jump   3:30 

SENIOR  GIRLS 

High  jump   2:00 

75  yard  dash   2:30 

Basketball  throw    3:00 

75  yard  dash,  final   3  :00 

SENIOR  BOYS 

Shot  put   2:15 

75  yard  dash,  trials   2  :45 

High  jump    3:00 

Pole  vault    3:15 

Girls'  relay  race   3 :30 

Boys'  relay  race   3 :45 

AQUATIC  MEET 
Copeland  Park,  Saturday  Evening 

35  yard  swim  (Junior  and  Senior  Girls)   7:00 

Canoe  race  (free  for  all)    7:00 

50  yard  swim  (ladies,  free  for  all)    7:10 

50  yard  swim  (Junior  Boys)    7:20 

100  yard  swim  (Senior  Boys)    7:30 

^  mile  swim  (Men,  free  for  all)   7  :40 


42 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 


CHAMPIONSHIP  GAMES 

Sunday  Morning 


Baseball  (Junior  Boys,  West  Ave.)    9:00 

Baseball  (Senior  Boys,  Copeland)    9:00 

Basketball  (Junior  Boys,  West  Ave.)   10:00 

Copeland  Park,  Monday  Afternoon 

Volley  Ball  (Girls)    2:00 

Baseball  (Midget  Boys)    2:00 

Basketball  (Midget  Boys)    2:45 

Basketball  (Girls)    3:15 


PLAY  FESTIVAL 

Riverside  Park,  Monday  Evening,  7:30 

Singing  games. 
Wand  drill. 
Folk  dancing. 
Dumb  bell  drill. 

Revelry  of  the  Fairies  and  the  Brownies. 
Chin  Chin  Gala. 
Pantomime  of  the  Flower. 
Camp  Fire  Girls'  Ceremonial. 
Lantern  marching  evolutions. 

The  piano  used  for  this  program  came  from  our  store. 

Fred  Leithold  Co. 

PRESENTATION  OF  AWARDS 

At  the  three  playgrounds,  on  Tuesday,  August  22. 
(Awards  were  purchased  with  money  derived  from  ice 
cream  socials  and  tag  day,  during  this  playground  season. 

PLAY  GROUND  DIRECTORS'  PERSONNEL 

MR.  G.  H.  HEINEMAN,  Supervisor 

Instructor  in  Physical  Education,  State  Normal  School, 
La  Crosse. 

MR.  ELMER  WACHTER,  Copeland  Park. 

Graduate  in  Physical  Education,  La  Crosse  Normal 
School. 

MISS  EUNICE  GIBSON,  Copeland  Park 

Graduate  in  Physical  Education,  La  Crosse  Normal 
School. 
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MR.  ALBERT  MEINERT,  Hood  St. 

Student  in  Physical  Education,  La  Crosse  Normal 
Scohol. 

MR.  HARRY  MARSHALL,  West  Ave. 
Student  Marquette  University. 

MR.  FERRIS  JACKSON,  West  Ave. 

Graduate  In  Physical  Education,  La  Crosse  Normal 
Graduate  in  Physical  Education,  La  Crosse  Normal 
School. 

MISS  ALICE  TAYLOR,  Hood  St.,  and  West  Ave. 
School. 
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LA  CROSSE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


CLASS  OF  1916 


a — Anderson,  Edna 
Anderson,  Howard 
Anderson,  Samuel  W. 
Bangsberg,  Delia 
Barczewski,  John 
JBaum,  Geo.  William,  Jr. 

s — Baum,  Walter 

Benton,  Edwin  Langdon 
Bigelow,  Vesta 
Boschert,  Catherine 
Bott,  Herbert  F. 

* — Bovee,  Mariorie 

* — Boyle,  Joseph  William 
Bradfield,  Harriet  Alma 
Brandenburg,  Vera  A. 

s — Brandenberg,  Wesley 
Brown,  Ida  E. 
Casperson,  Victor 
Chamberlain,  Edgar 
Colieran,  Gertrude 
Curley,  Laine  E. 
Currie,  Earl  William 
Dahlgren,  Asta 
Kohlhaus,  Charlotte 
Dickens,  John  Shannon 

s — Dickens,  Thomas 
Dixon,  Frances  J. 
Dixon,  Jennie  G. 
Drummond,  Mary  S. 
Dupee,  Leonard 
Eggelberg,  Marie  Elsie 

* — Ehrlich,  Rose 
Endres,  Hugo  J. 
Endres,  Walter 

s — Evans,  Edward 
$x — Ewe,  Joeina  M. 

s — Faas,  Evelyn 

* — Fischer,  Henrietta  M. 

t — Flock,  Loretta 

* — Forbes,  Grace  A. 

* — Frisch,  Edward  F. 
Fullmer,  Avanelle 


Moe,  Ruth  Cloe 
* — Mueller,  Alphons  R, 
* — Murphy,  Helen  J. 

Nelson,  Nona  F. 

Neumann,  Tessie 
s — Newman,  Edna 
* — Niebuhr,  Lucille 

Oldenburgh,  Elvira 
* — Olson,  Esther  L. 

Olsen,  Esther  V. 

Padesky,  John  R. 
* — Palmer,  Frances  1. 

Peikert,  Grace 
* — Pegar,  Lenore 

Pease,  Georgia  E, 

Peterman,  Gertrude  M, 

Phelps,  Milton  N. 
* — Peterson,  Esther  M. 

Pruetz,  Edna  L. 

Quinn,  Annie  Margaret 

Reget,  Walter  J. 
t — Reichelt,  Lester  O. 
* — Reid,  John  F. 

Rendler,  Elizabeth  I. 
* — Risberg,  Harold 

Robinson.  John  William 

Roeder,  Robert  R. 

Roellig,  William  G. 

Roth,  Frances  M. 
* — Roth,  Celia 

Ryan,  Eva  R. 

Rogstad,  Clarence  O. 

Saltz,  L.  Kirk 
z — Sanders,  William  H. 

Scott,  Mildred  E. 

Schall,  Wallace 

Schubert,  Carl 

Selbo,  Walter  S. 
' — Siebrecht,  Alfred 

Skaar,  Ragnhild  S. 
* — Smith,  Burton  C. 

Sobok,  Paul  X. 
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Gatterdam,  Paul  C. 

George,  Dorothy  E. 

Getts,  Harold 

Gillies,  Susi  M. 

Goetzmann,  Emily 
t — Gimdersen,  H.  A. 

Hackner,  Herbert  M. 

Hansen,  Edna 

Harley,  C.  Irene 

Hedderich,  Mabel  L. 
s — Heggy,  Glen 

Hirsliheimer,  Earl  S. 

Horilian,  Mary  H. 
* — Home,  Henry  B. 

Imhoff,  Dorothy  Marie 
* — Johnson,  Frances  Lillian 

Jolivette,  Lilah 

Kampschroer,  Florence 

Keizer,  Vera  G. 

Keller,  Merlinde  E. 
s — Kelly,  Aloysius 
s — Kelly,  Margaret 

Kickbusch,  Leona  A. 

Kindley,  Lillian  M. 

King,  Ralph 

Knothe,  Felicitas  V. 
— *Kulcinski,  Louis 
* — Lahure,  Romeo  F. 

Larsen  Myrtle  Luella 

Lauman,  Abner  J. 

Leisgang,  John 

Lilly,  George  B. 

Lyons,  Margaret  L. 

MacLachlan,  George 
b — McGlachlin,  Eunice 
t — Mannix,  Joseph  L. 

McNamara,  Veronica  M. 
* — Miller,  Myrtle 
* — Montague,  Theo.  Giles 

Montague,  Wallace R. Jr. 


Starch,  Mary  Jane 
Spellum,  Laila 
* — Spettel,  Barbara 
* — Spettel,  Marcus  J. 

Steenberg,  Alice  Marie 
Taylor,  May 
Tanberg,  Lloyd  Harlan 
* — Turek,  Emily  Frances 
Upton,  Josephine 
Verket,  Richard  G. 
t — Vesey,  Elizabeth  M. 

Vik,  Lilah 
s — Wanner,  Kathryn 
s — Weber,  George 
Welch,  Vivian 
Werner,  Otto  P. 
Westby,  Gerald  H. 
Wheaton,  Gladys 
Whisler,  Ruth  E. 
s — White,  Eloise 

White,  Henry  L. 
* — White,  Edna  Fulton 
White,  Walter 
Whiting,  Robert  Leland 
Willard,  H.  G. 
Wilsey,  Eva 
Wolfe,  Elizabeth 
Welsh,  Mary  Irene 
Yerly.  W.  Leroy 
Zeisler,  Richard 
b — First  honors  February 
X — Second  honors  February 
a — First  honors  June 
z — Second  honors  June 
t — Graduated  in  three  years 
* — Graduated  in  three  and 

one-half  years 
s — Finished      in  Summer 
School 


GRADUATES  FROM  THE  GRADE,  1915-1916 


FEBRUARY  CLASS 


First  District 


Ruth  Bakkum 
Naomi  Bean 
Isadore  Goldstein 
Margaret  Hammer 
Petra  Johnson 
Hazel  Olson 


Elsie  Brieback 
Russel  Birdsell 
Walter  Brock 
Roy  Dalton 
Irene  Dolan 
Jack  Ehrlich 
Louis  Falb 
Gretchen  Grams 


Hedwig  Anderegg 
Irene  Anderson 
Myrtle  Clements 
Ruth  Crook 
Florence  Dansbury 
Erling  Eide 
Walton  Hanson 
Palma  Johnson 
Harold  Kennedy 


William  Bautsch 
Lester  Engebretson 
Lillian  Gaerttner 
Floyd  Gautsch 
Lester  Ginsky 
Mercy  Goldsmith 
Joseph  Hauswirth 
Fred  Ileinkel 
Anna  Ilolberg 
Ada  Johnson 
Myrtle  Kaeppler 


Guilford  Reser 
Donald  Ross 
Harold  Saenger 
Helen  Steckmau 
Mary  Volkoff 


Second  District 


Charles  Heyerdahl 
Meryl  Jackson 
Theodora  Kanard 
Marguerite  Keck 
Bessie  Nathanson 
Frances  Phelps 
Stanton  Taylor 
Laurelda  Wiskerchen 


Third  District 


John  Kutzborsky 
Ira  Livingston 
Lawrence  Marsh 
Myrtle  Miller 
Walter  Ranis 
Fern  Schroeder 
Leonard  Schultz 
Daniel  Vornholt 


Sixth  District 


John  Mueller 
Reuben  Petrosik 
Rosella  Ratz 
Esther  Schnick 
Glenn  Schrader 
Ralph  Smith 
Mildred  Tanberg 
Merle  Watson 
Alvina  Weimar 
Bernice  Weyrauch 
Ellen  Wood 
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Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts 


Arthur  Brinkman 
Clayton  Clement 
Bernadine  Comeau 
Milton  Davidson 
Helen  Domstrick 
Echo  Gaulke 
Mildred  Cibson 
Esther  Graff 
Oswald  Gunderson 
Delia  Harnish 
Russel  Harrington 


George  Kleinhaus 
Agnes  Lindvik 
Gladys  Mallory 
Leah  Matton 
Mae  Miller 
Harold  Moe 
Eldorf  Olson 
Greeta  Orton 
Gerald  Peterson 
Sadie  Slymen 
Meta  Stanley 


JUNE  CLASS 


First  District 


Oliver  Anderson 
Vera  Baker 
Malinda  Hitland 
Esther  Johnson 


Sarah  Lavenstein 
Fannie  Levi 
Edith  Ketchum 
Ralph  Ulrich 


Astor  Amundson 
Harold  Carpenter 
Donald  Kleeber 
Walton  Long 
Anton  Obmascher 


Second  District 


Reuben  Reiman 
Henry  J.  Rooney 
Clarence  Thatro 
Helen  Keefe 
Viola  Muhlenhaupt 


Third  District 


Madeline  Allerman 
Alvin  Anderson 
Lillian  Anderson 
Malinda  Babatz 
Louise  Bleakley 
Myrtle  Frohock 
Herbert  Geiwitz 
Chester  Hall 
Norman  Hanks 
Reginia  Herman 
Alice  Hynne 
Aubrey  Jolivette 
Paul  Johnson 
Earl  Kalbakken 
Maybelle  Kanter 
Carl  Keppel 
Lydia  Klaye 


Marie  Larson 
Walley  Larson 
Leslie  Molzahn 
Ruth  Mueller 
Hulda  Lunde 
Bessie  Nelson 
Marjorie  Palmer 
Florence  Pa  mm  el 
Rose  Rosenberg 
Robert  Rossberg 
Dorothy  Schubert 
John  Sleer 
Walter  Smith 
Dorothy  Sutor 
Wilfred  Weber 
Hilda  Williams 
Dorothy  Woods 
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Sixth  District 


Georgina  Arneson 
Frieda  Bendel 
IPred  Betz 
Henry  Betz 
Marie  Bohl 
Kathleen  Bovee 
Marion  Bowen 
Esther  Christopher 
ITelen  Duerrwachter 
Herbert  Flueck 
Madeleine  Foerster 
Frieda  Gerky 
Irene  Grabhorn 
Nellie  Hamilton 
Herbert  Henker 
Leslie  Hilton 
Edna  Hogran 
Dorothy  Love 
Marcella  Mairich 


Florence  Martin 
Emma  Miller 
Florence  Olson 
Harry  Olson 
Victoria  Olson 
Anna  Polacek 
Ethel  Rossberg 
Lydia  Schnick 
Walter  Schoenfeld 
Mildred  Schroeder 
Harvey  Schreiter 
Wencil  Spika 
Gertrude  Strehl 
Ethel  Tabbert 
Gustave  Triebe 
Mary  Watts 
Earl  Weigel 
Margaret  Weigel 


Fifth  and  Seventh  Districts 


Bessie  Andei^son 
Dillwyn  Batchellor 
Olrick  Black 
Frank  Brabant 
John  Casperson 
Myrtle  Clement 
Freda  Dierkop 
Lilah  Engebretson 
Robert  Engelke 
Dorothy  Figgie 
Anna  Genz 
Avis  Getman 
Raymond  Hanson 
Harold  Howland 
Gertrude  Humphrey 
Norman  Jensen 
Walter  Jensen 
Arthur  Jdlinson 
Marjorie  Kent 
Clarence  Knutson 
Dagny  Larsen 
Mildred  Lueth 
Leonard  Lund 


Dorothy  Manke 
Oscar  Melbo 
Lorna  Mulder 
Esther  Nelson 
George  Olson 
Harold  Opsahl 
Ambrose  Peterson 
Mildred  Rick 
Clifford  Saley 
Verna  Senstad 
Roy  Smith 
Dorothy  Snodgrass 
Gertrude  Stangl 
Douglas  Schwartz 
Ellwood  Torrey 
Edith  Tuttle 
Russel  Wartinbee 
Lilas  Wentworth 
Lillian  Wilde 
Delbert  Wiles 
George  Wittenberg 
Clyde  Yarrington 
Delfort  Ziel 
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SUMMER  SCHOOL 


First  District 

Sadie  Lavenstein  William  Rosenfeld 

Viola  Linder  Joseph  Spauldin^ 

Christine  McLachlin  Florence  Volkoff 

Dorothy  Roellig  Louise  Wendling 


Second  District 

Henry  Ahrens  Madeline  Kerr 

Cleopatra  Hoffman  Sadie  King 

Josephine  Holcomb  Sophie  Skaff 

Earl  Howard  Lucille  Truax 


Third  District 


Earl  Bakken 
Charlotte  Basch 
Emma  Eastwood 
Noral  Ellingson 


Levurn  Ferris 
William  Frisbie 
Clark  Riese 
Solveiff  Tesley 


Erna  Doering 


Sixth  District 

Leonard  Schnick 


Seventh  District 


Leah  Larkin 
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7:30  P.  M.,  at  the  High  School. 
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THE  DIRECTOR'S  REPORT 

La  Crosse,  Wis.,  July  6,  1916. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Industrial  Education : 

I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  this  second  annual  re- 
port of  the  day  and  evening  continuation  schools  for 
the  year  ending  June  16,  1916. 

Shortly  before  the  opening  of  school  for  this  term, 
we  were  informed  through  the  office  of  the  State  Board 
of  Industrial  Education  that  a  law  requiring  the  attend- 
ance at  the  continuation  schools  of  all  persons  between 
the  ages  of  16  and  17  years,  who  were  not  attending 
public,  parochial  or  private  schools,  had  been  passed 
during  the  summer. 

It  was  readily  seen  that  this  would  greatly  increase 
our  day  school  attendance,  which  was  now  to  consist  of 
all  apprentices  under  contract  to  learn  trades,  all  girls 
and  boys  between  the  ages  of  14  and  17  years  who 
were  not  attending  other  schools,  and  any  boys  or  girls 
who  were  sent  here,  in  the  hope  that  industrial  training 
would  better  serve  to  develop  their  minds  and  muscles. 

Accordingly,  it  was  necessary  to  meet  10  classes  of 
boys  and  10  of  girls  every  week,  instead  of  5  classes  of 
each  every  week.  Prior  to  this  it  had  been  the  custom 
to  require  of  each  pupil  5  hours  of  attendance  for  8 
months  in  the  year,  and  now  in  order  to  accommodate 
all  of  the  students  it  was  necessary  to  change  the  time 
of  attendance  from  5  to  4  hours  and  increase  the  num- 
ber of  months  to  ten. 

The  change  in  the  law  also  required  the  full  time  of 
one  teacher  and  part  time  of  another,  the  latter  having 
been  furnished  by  the  University  Extension  Division  of 
our  city.  The  full  use  of  two  rooms  and  part  time  use 
of  a  third  was  obtained. 

Under  the  newer  arrangement  and  because  of  the 
fact  that  more  classes  were  meeting  each  week  we  were 
able  to  grade  the  work  of  the  students  and  give  them 
a  wider  choice  of  days  on  which  they  could  attend 
school.  The  hours  were  more  shoplike  for  the  students 
and  instructors  and  better  results  were  obtained. 
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The  Instructors  of  the  Day  School 

Miss  Josephine  Mahoney  Academic  Work 

Mr.  C.  C.  Winn  University  Engineering  Work 

Mr.  Thos.  G.  Sutherland  Boys'  Industrial  Work 

Miss  Gertrude  Brandt  Girls'  Industrial  Work 

In  every  case  the  instruction  was  as  near  shoplike 
as  possible  in  order  that  the  time  spent  in  school  would 
be  to  the  immediate  advantage  to  the  students  and 
their  employers. 

The  academic  work  for  each  student  was  of  two 
hours  duration  each  week  and  consisted  of  business 
Englihs  and  arithmetic,  hygiene,  safely  talks,  and  citi- 
zenship. 

The  engineering  work  consisted  of  the  study  of 
electricity,  strength  of  materials  and  shop  arithmetic 
and  was  elective.  Some  very  interesting  experiments 
were  made  with  motors,  batteries,  etc.,  and  pictures  of 
machines  and  projects  were  used  to  carry  the  instruc- 
tion properly. 

A  class  in  bookkeeping  and  another  in  salesman- 
ship were  conducted  for  the  boys  of  the  school  who 
were  interested  in  store  and  office  work;  this  is  in 
keeping  with  our  policy  of  trying  to  offer  as  many  dif- 
ferent lines  of  education  as  possible. 

The  industrial  work  for  boys  consisted  in  the  main 
of  woodworking,  some  machine  work,  mechanical  and 
architectural  drawing,  telegraphy,  and  plaster  of  Paris 
and  wax  working. 

Six  large  cooking  tables  for  the  girl's  department 
were  completed  and  placed  in  the  room  vacated  by  the 
people  of  the  regular  school.  They  are  of  the  sanitary 
type,  white  enameled  throughout,  with  brackets  at- 
tached to  the  backs  for  holding  the  gas  plates,  thus  al- 
lowing a  clean  sweep  of  the  table  tops  in  washing. 

The  La  Crosse  Telephone  Company  very  kindly 
presented  the  school  with  two  up-to-date  telephones 
with  batteries,  which  were  installed  together  with  tele- 
graph instruments,  so  that  any  of  the  boys  who  were 
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studying  telegraphy  could  make  corrections  over  the 
phone. 

The  pattern  for  a  large  bronze  tablet  that  now 
marks  the  site  of  the  oldest  house  in  the  city  of  La 
Crosse  was  designed  and  made,  with  the  exception  of 
the  relief,  which  was  very  kindly  modeled  for  us 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Funke.  It  was 
financed  and  placed  on  the  site  by  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  who  in  recognition  of 
the  excellency  of  the  Avork  that  was  done  on 
it,  presented  the  school  with  one  of  the  finest  of 
American  flags,  which  measures  7  feet  wide  by  14  feet 
long.  It  is  planned  to  drape  it  on  the  walls  of  the  large 
assembly  room  of  the  school. 

An  automobile  was  brought  into  the  school  room 
and  studied  by  the  boys  and  men  of  the  day  and  even- 
ing school.  The  work  consisted  of  overhauling,  repair- 
ing, painting  and  equipping  it  with  an  electric  lighting 
and  starting  system.  The  equipment  was  installed  very 
successfully,  and  it  is  considered  by  auto  experts  of  the 
city  to  be  an  excellent  piece  of  work,  especially  since 
the  car  involved  had  no  facilities  for  fastening  such 
equipment  to.  The  purpose  of  this  project  was  to  sup- 
ply something  in  the  way  of  machine  work  and  to  re- 
lieve the  monotony  of  wood-working.  It  has  been  found 
that  many  students  Avho  become  expert  metal  workers 
dislike  woodworking. 

All  of  the  above  work  was  interesting  to  the  boys 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  very  little 
money  was  expended  for  raw  material. 

The  girls'  industrial  department  contributed  its 
share  to  the  success  of  the  past  school  year.  Many 
garments  were  designed  and  made  by  the  students  and 
much  attention  was  given  to  instructing  them  in  the 
cutting  and  fitting.  Mr.  1).  W.  MacWillie,  Manager  of 
the  Pearl  Button  Works,  visited  these  classes  and  pre- 
sented the  sewing  department  with  a  model  for  fitting, 
which  was  very  promptly  christened  Pearl. 

Occasionally  the  finished  garments  were  gathered 
together  and  displayed  for  the  benefit  of  visitors. 
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A  very  interesting  outcome  of  the  girls'  depart- 
ment this  year  was  the  formation  of  a  club  that  met  in 
the  sewing  room  every  second  Friday  evening;  games 
and  dances  were  in  order  and  the  club  is  assured  of  a 
permanent  place  in  the  social  activities  of  the  school. 

Of  apprentices  there  were  only  six  boys  eligible 
and  in  attendance.  Five  of  them  were  employed  by 
the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.  and  the  sixth,  by  the  Northern 
Engraving  Company.  Of  these  one  had  completed  the 
grade  schools  and  the  other  five  had  attended  high 
school.  Four  were  nineteen  years  of  age  and  two  were 
twenty  on  entering.  Four  attended  32  times  or  over, 
one  attended  30  times  and  the  other  one  24  times.  Five 
were  machinist  apprentices  and  the  sixth  one  was  learn- 
ing the  engraving  trades.  Of  the  six,  one  reached  the 
age  of  21  years  and  left  school. 

The  records  of  the  all  day  activities  show  that  there 
were  only  two  boys  in  attendance  throughout  the  year. 
Constant  calls  for  boys  and  girls  kept  them  busy  at  the 
stores  and  factories  and  so  there  was  no  out  of  work 
time  to  be  spent  in  school.  One  of  these  boys  was  as- 
signed to  this  department  and  when  it  was  found  that 
his  family  depended  upon  the  county  for  support,  he 
was  sent  to  work. 

The  day  permit  and  sixteen  to  seventeen  year  old 
divisions  constitute  the  bulk  of  daytime  attendance  and 
the  following  charts  will  serve  to  show  the  attendance, 
grading,  ages,  etc.  of  these  groups. 


THE  EVENING  CLASSES 

The  evening  continuation  schools  have  been  operat- 
ing in  conjunction  with  the  day  continuation  schools 
for  the  past  four  years. 

They  closed  at  the  end  of  May,  for  the  summer,  and 
as  usual  the  records  show  an  encouraging  increase  in, 
the  number  of  students  enrolled,  the  number  of  sub- 
jects enrolled  for  and  the  number  of  subjects  offered, 
over  those  of  the  past  years. 

Instruction  was  available  for  seven  months'  and 
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since  the  maximum  period  of  operation  as  required  by 
law  is  6  months  and  since  many  of  the  schools  of  the 
state  operate  for  shorter  periods  than  that,  the  fine 
spirit  of  the  local  Board  of  Industrial  Education  toward 
those  people  of  the  city  who  are  anxious  to  elevate 
themselves  to  higher  planes  of  efficiency  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  best  instructors  obtainable,  with  the  most 
practical  instruction,  under  conditions  of  convenience 
as  to  location,  evenings,  kinds  of  instruction  offered, 
heating  and  lighting  facilities,  and  with  no  charge  for 
instruction,  is  surely  a  guarantee  of  the  promotion  of 
the  industrial,  civic  and  social  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity and  is  highly  commendable. 

At  the  same  time  the  expense  of  carrying  on  this 
work,  to  the  city  and  state  (according  to  the  latest  re- 
port) was  the  third  to  the  lowest  of  the  29  cities  of  the 
state  in  which  this  work  has  been  instituted. 

For  next  year  it  is  planned  to  enlarge  upon  the  pres- 
ent system  of  advertising,  principally  by  increasing 
the  number  of  visits  of  the  instructors  to  the  places  of 
employment  and  homes  of  prospective  students  and 
personally  acquainting  them  with  the  advantages  that 
evening  school  attendance  offers. 

Some  very  good  positions  were  obtained  last  year 
by  the  students  through  the  school  authorities. 

It  is  also  planned  to  employ  newer  and  more  prac- 
tical subjects.  Some  of  the  newer  work  instituted  last 
year  gave  excellent  results  in  every  case  and  helped 
the  enrollment  greatly.  It  consisted  of  practical  Span- 
ish, physical  education,  and  short  unit  instruction  in 
automobile  work,  chemistry  and  gardening,  the  lat- 
ter having  been  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  popular 
subjects  of  the  whole  evening  school  course. 


ENROLLMENT  AND  ATTENDANCE 


Men 

Women  | 

Total 

Enrollment  for  year  

275 

618 

893 

No.  withdrawals  for  year  

206 

479 

685 

Enrollment  at  close  of  school  

69 

139 

208 

Average  weekly  attendance  

117 

259 

376 

Actual  enrollment  893  students 
Class  enrollment  1088  students 
Average  per  cent  of  attendance  78 
Distribution  of  enrollment  by  occupation. 


OCCUPATION 

Men 

Women 

Total 

Bookkeepers 

6 

9 

15 

Broommakers 

1 

1 

Barbers 

2 

2 

Bakers 

1 

1 

Clerks  

20 

31 

51 

Chemists  

1 

1 

Chaffeurs  

1 

1 

Domestics  

19 

19 

Bottlers  

5 

5 

Engineers  

1 

1 

Dressmakers  

18 

18 

Factory  hands  

65 

98 

163 

Housekeepers  

128 

128 

Gardeners  

'  4 

4 

Machinists  

17 

17 

Painters  

1 

1 

Plumbers  

3 

3 

Milliners  

'  2 

2 

Shoemakers  

14 

14 

Stenographers  

2 

32 

34 

Students  

4 

33 

37 

Phone  Operators  

6 

6 

Tailors  

"  2 

2 

Woodworkers  

14 

14 

Teachers  

3 

12 

15 

Misc.  and  unemployed  

110 

228 

338 

Total  

275 

618 

893 
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THE  YEAR  1916-1917 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  1917 


William  Luening  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1919 

C.  L.  Lien  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1919 

J.  B.  Murray  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1919 

H.  K.  Holley  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1919 

L.  F.  Easton  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1918 

Jos.  C.  Wolford  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1918 

John  Mulder  Resigned 

E.  G.  Staats  Term  expires  Jan.  1,  1918 


Officers 

WILLIAM  LUENING   ..President 

B.  E.  McCORMICK  Superintendent  of  Schools 

J.  GE^O.  SCHWEIZER,  City  Treas.  Treasurer  ex-officio 


Standing  Committees 

Finance  Holley,  Mulder,  Luening 

Fuel   Mulder,  Murray,  Easton 

Grounds  and  Buildings  Easton,  Holley,  Wolford 

Schools  and  Teachers   Lien,  Luening,  Holley 

Supplies   Wolford,  Lien,  Murray 

Text-Books  Murray,  Easton,  Lien 

High  School  Luening,  Wolford,  Mulder 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 

Gentlemen : 

In  accordance  with  your  rules  and  regulations,  I 
have  the  privilege  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
school  year  ending  June  30,  1917. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  school 
census  of  1916  and  1917  as  compiled  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Hay- 
den  and  his  assistants.  The  grand  total  this  year  is 
9,250,  as  compared  with  9,412  last  year.  This  shows  a 
loss  of  162  names.  With  the  estimated  increase  in  popu- 
lation in  the  city  it  scarcely  seemed  plausible  at  first.  Mr. 
Hayden,  however,  went  over  everything  the  second  time 
to  be  sure  that  there  was  no  mistake,  with  the  result 
that  his  figures  were  substantiated.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  census  agrees  with  the  enrollment  of  the  year  which 
was  slightly  under  that  of  last  year.  An  interesting  dis- 
closure of  his  canvass  is  that  at  the  time  of  his  visit  he 
noted  fifty  vacant  houses  in  the  city.  This  may  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  people  are  moving  out  into  the  remote 
parts  of  the  city  and  building  new  homes,  because  there 
is  some  building  going  on.  The  canvass  shows  a  gain 
in  the  second,  third,  sixth,  ninth,  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
seventeenth,  nineteenth  and  twenty-first  wards,  and  a 
loss  in  the  first,  fourth,  fifth,  seventh,  eighth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth, 
eighteenth  and  twentieth  wards.  The  largest  gain  was 
28  in  the  thirteenth  ward.  The  gain  in  the  second  ward 
was  27.  The  largest  Ipss  was  in  the  fourteenth  ward, 
which  had  a  loss  of  44.  The  eleventh  ward  was  a  close 
second  with  a  loss  of  43  over  last  year.  It  may  be  a  fact 
that  the  city  population  is  larger  than  it  was  a  year  or 
two  years  ago,  because  it  is  unquestionably  true  that  the 
average  family  is  not  really  as  large  as  a  few  years  ago. 
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Census  Report 

1916.  1917. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total.  Boys.  Girls.  Total 

4  years  old   295  263  558  255  268  523 

5  years  old   288  281  569  306  295  601 

6  years  old   267  275  542  279  277  556 

7  years  old   300  286  586  276  279  555 

8  years  old   261  242  503  287  268  555 

9  years  old   282  308  590  258  258  516 

10  years  old   267  288  555  288  298  586 

11  years  old   255  269  524  253  257  510 

12  years  old   293  281  574  264  298  562 

13  years  old   295  278  573  271  276  547 

14  years  old   272  242  514  292  276  568 

15  years  old   238  289  527  255  244  499 

16  years  old   259  290  549  244  312  556 

17  years  old   279  370  649  283  326  609 

18  years  old   322  415  737  305  438  743 

19  years  old   396  466  862  326  438  764 

Total   4567  4845  9412  4442  4808  9250 


Enrollment  and  Attendance 

The  following  table  gives  the  main  facts  regarding 
enrollment,  attendance,  etc. : 


GAINS            1915-'16.  1916-'17 

New  pupils  moved  into  city   238  '  222 

Entered  from  private  schools                   25  18 

(This  does  not  include  parochial  school  graduates 
who  entered  high  school.) 

Moved  out  of  the  city                              284  364 

Permits  to  work                                       23  51 

Went  to  work,  past  16                              71  62 

Illness,  etc                                             297  208 

Transferred  to  private  schools                   58  50 

Total  enrollment  for  the  year  5,145  5,072 

Average  number  belonging              ...  .4,248  4,194 

Average  daily  attendance  4,119.9  4,057.8 

Average  per  cent  of  attendance                  97  96.7 
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Number  of  cases  of  tardiness  2,488  2,549 

Number  of  cases  of  truancy    65  76 

Number  of  cases  of  corporal  punishment  20  7 
Number  of  cases  of  tardiness — teachers  147  84 
Number  of  half  days  absence — teachers.   707  852.5 

The  thing  that  stands  out  more  than  anything  else 
is  the  large  number  of  pupils  that  left  school  because 
their  parents  moved  out  of  the  city,  364,  as  compared 
with  284  last  year,  an  even  80  more  than  last  year.  While 
the  loss  was  greater  than  last  year,  there  were  fewer 
people  who  moved  into  the  city,  238  last  year  and  222 
this  or  16  less  this  year.  The  net  loss  last  year  was  46, 
while  this  year  it  is  142,  or  three  times  as  much.  This 
corresponds  with  the  census  figures  which  appear  above. 
It  also  is  in  harmony  with  the  difference  in  the  average 
daily  attendance  and  the  average  number  belonging. 

There  were  51  permits  issued  this  year  as  compared 
with  23  last.  This,  no  doubt,  can  be  accounted  for  by 
the  high  cost  of  living  the  past  winter.  Investigation  in 
many  cases  revealed  a  state  of  w^ant  and  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  refuse  permits.  While  the  permits  issued 
were  more,  the  number  that  left  school  after  having 
reached  the  age  of  16  was  smaller.  The  total  losses  this 
year  are  735  as  compared  with  753  last  year,  a  difference 
of  18  in  favor  of  this  year.  The  total  gains  this  year 
were  240  as  compared  with  263  last  year,  a  difference  of 
23  in  favor  of  last  year.  The  net  this  year  is  therefore 
the  difference  between  23  and  18  or  a  loss  of  5. 

The  total  enrollment,  the  average  number  belonging, 
and  the  average  daily  attendance  are  somewhat  smaller 
than  last  year,  as  is  also  the  average  per  cent  of  attend- 
ance. 

The  Faculty 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  work  with  the  facul- 
ty of  the  La  Crosse  Public  Schools.  It  is  well  balanced, 
well  equipped,  and  the  individual  members  have  shown 
the  finest  kind  of  spirit  viewed  from  every  angle.  There 
has  been  absolute  harmony,  a  condition,  of  course,  neces- 
sary for  the  best  work.  Our  older  and  more  experi- 
enced teachers,  of  course,  are  a  great  asset,  while  the 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 


7 


newer  and  less  experienced  ones,  without  exception,  have 
shown  excellent  ability  and  good  training.  There  has 
been  a  minimum  amount  of  friction  and  a  maximum 
amount  of  enthusiasm.  The  efficiency  of  a  school  sys- 
tem depends  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers  more 
than  anything  else.  It  is  therefore  very  gratifying  to 
know  that  we  will  have  very  few  changes  next  year. 
The  city  is  fortunate  in  retaining  most  of  its  teachers. 
Nothing  could  disrupt  a  school  system  so  quickly  as  a 
frequent  change  of  teachers.  The  Board  of  Education 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  ability  and  determination 
to  give  the  teachers  substantial  increases  in  salaries  this 
year,  a  condition  which,  no  doubt,  contributed  a  great 
deal  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  teachers  are  remaining 
with  us.  The  conscientious  teacher  who  gives  unsparing- 
ly of  her  time  and  energy  (and  most  of  ours  may  be 
placed  in  this  class)  cannot  be  overpaid.  Their  services 
to  the  city  cannot  be  measured  in  dollars  and  cents.  It 
has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  work  with  our  teachers 
this  year,  and  to  anticipate  even  greater  co-operation 
and  enthusiasm  another  year. 

Teachers'  Meetings 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  bring  to  the 
teachers  the  latest  and  newest  things  in  the  educational 
field.  The  general  plan  was  to  have  general  teachers' 
meetings  usually  on  Tuesday  afternoon  after  school 
hours.  The  subject  matter  was  sufficiently  general  to 
interest  all  teachers  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  high 
school.  The  teachers  agreed  to  tax  themselves  fifty 
cents  apiece  which  provided  a  fund  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  outside  talent.  Among  the  people  who  ad- 
dressed the  teachers  during  the  year  were  Mr.  W.  W. 
Theisen,  expert  in  educational  measurements  with  the 
State  Department  at  Madison.  Mr.  Theisen  spent  one 
afternoon  with  us,  giving  us  a  general  idea  of  the  mean- 
ing of  educational  measurements,  showing  us  the  ad- 
vantages and  explaining  their  operation  in  detail.  Later 
on,  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  a  week  demonstrating 
to  the  teachers.  Many  of  them  took  a  very  keen  interest 
in  his  work  and  used  the  information  to  advantage.  An- 
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other  meeting  was  addressed  by  Professor  Joseph  Jas- 
trow,  psychologist  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Pro- 
fessor Jastrow  stands  among  the  leaders  in  this  field 
and  his  lecture  was  interesting  and  inspiring.  Mr.  W. 
H.  Sanders  of  the  Normal  School  of  this  city  gave  a  very 
delightful  talk  on  the  teaching  of  reading.  Mr.  Sanders 
has  worked  out  some  very  fine  material  and  this  was  one 
of  the  best  meetings  we  had  during  the  year.  Professor 
H.  L.  Miller,  principal  of  the  Wisconsin  High  School 
which  is  associated  with  the  Department  of  Education 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  discussed  the  subject 
"The  Use  of  the  Question  in  the  Recitation"  to  good  ad- 
vantage. Mr.  Miller  is  a  fluent  speaker,  and  a  practical 
gentleman  whose  superior  does  not  exist.  We  were  very 
fortunate  to  have  him  with  us.  Others  who  addressed 
the  teachers  were  Mr.  Harry  Spence,  who  gave  a  re- 
sume of  his  observations  during  his  two  days'  visit  in 
the  public  school  system  at  Kenosha,  and  the  superin- 
tendent who  called  attention  to  various  things  he  had  ob- 
served in  the  public  schools  at  Kansas  City,  Kansas, 
and  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  to  the  new  ideas  pre- 
sented at  the  National  Meeting  in  Kansas  City  in 
February.  On  the  whole,  the  meetings  were  very  satis- 
factory. It  is  the  plan  to  continue  with  general  meet- 
ings the  coming  year,  so  that  the  latest  thought  of  the 
educational  world  may  be  presented  to  the  teachers.  In 
addition  to  these  meetings,  it  is  planned  to  have  group 
meetings  of  teachers  in  the  various  buildings  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  some  particular  phase  of  school 
work.  Programs  have  not  yet  been  arranged,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  we  will  be  able  to  bring  to  our  teachers 
talent  which  we  are  very  anxious  to  secure.  Among 
those  who  have  already  promised  to  give  us  some  of 
their  time  next  fall  is  Superintendent  Potter  of  Mil- 
waukee, who  will  be  here  early  in  the  year. 

Experiment  in  the  Hogan  School 

One  of  the  things  which  the  superintendent 
noticed  in  the  Kansas  City  schools  was  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  helj)  the  student  determine  his 
capability  early  in    life.  Many    schemes    were  em- 
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ployed  which  would  enable  the  teacher  to  ana- 
lyze the  pupils  in  her  room.  Several  of  these  were  de- 
scribed to  the  teachers  at  a  general  teachers'  meeting. 
As  a  result  of  this  meeting,  Miss  Cabanis,  principal,  and 
the  teachers  of  the  Hogan  school  got  together  and 
worked  out  plans  somewhat  similar  to  one  of  those  de- 
scribed. When  everything  was  ready,  they  consulted 
the  superintendent.  The  plan  in  brief  was  this,  the  pu- 
pils from  the  third  grade  up  were  allowed  to  re-dis- 
tribute themselves  for  the  last  hour  on  each  Friday 
afternoon  according  to  their  interests.  That  is,  each 
teacher  in  the  building  from  the  third  grade  up  de- 
cided to  take  charge  of  some  special  activity  for  this 
hour.  One  teacher  taught  sewing,  another  basket  weav- 
ing, another  drawing,  another  construction  work,  and 
so  on.  The  children  then  took  up  the  particular  kind  of 
work  in  which  they  were  most  interested.  The  result 
was  that  a  large  number  of  girls  and  some  boys  decided 
that  they  would  like  to  do  sewing,  crocheting,  and  other 
needle  work.  Some  of  the  boys  took  up  drafting,  some 
of  the  boys  and  girls  took  basket  making  and  a  large 
number  of  boys  took  up  the  construction  work.  The 
teachers  had  to  work  out  their  own  courses,  but  the 
experiment  was  such  a  decided  success  that  the  idea  will 
be  enlarged  upon  another  year.  An  exhibit  of  the  work 
done  which  was  held  in  the  kindergarten  room  of  the 
Hogan  School  at  the  close  of  school  showed  remarkable 
results,  and  brought  many  favorable  comments  from 
parents.  Teachers  soon  discovered  that  some  of  the 
children  were  not  fitted  for  the  things  they  were  trying 
to  do.  Some  of  the  children  also  made  the  same  dis- 
covery and  next  year,  no  doubt,  will  see  them  under- 
taking some  other  line  of  work.  Both  the  children  and 
teachers  are  to  be  congratulated.  The  experiment  was 
a  success.  It  is  this  kind  of  work  that  will  help  cnil- 
dren  place  themselves  in  life. 

Reading  Circle  Activity 

Some  time  ago,  certain  people  who  realized  the  ad- 
vantage of  reading  to  students  conceived  the  idea  that 
a  diploma  or  some  other  form  of  acknowledging  ac- 
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complishment  would  encourage  reading  on  the  part  of 
students  in  the  public  schools.  Hence,  the  Wisconsin 
Reading  Circle  was  organized.  The  Reading  Circle 
authorizes  the  distribution  of  reading  circle  diplomas  to 
those  who  have  completed  a  certain  number  of  books 
on  an  approved  list  published  by  the  Reading  Circle. 
The  books  must  be  read  and  an  oral  report  must  be 
made  to  some  teacher.  After  the  required  number  have 
been  read,  the  teacher  certifies  to  this  fact  when  a  cer- 
tificate properly  signed  is  issued  to  the  pupil.  The 
matter  was  carried  into  the  schools  and  explained  to  the 
teachers,  many  of  whom  took  great  interest  in  the  work. 
The  pupils  were  encouraged  to  read  with  the  result  that 
many  teachers  spent  long  hours  after  school  closed 
listening  to  reports  from  them.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
something  over  300  certificates  were  issued  to  pupils  in 
the  city.  From  50  to  100  diplomas  went  to  each  of  the 
six  districts  with  the  exception  of  one.  Next  year,  we 
hope  to  extend  this  activity  to  all  districts  in  the  city. 
Many  of  the  books  were  not  available  in  the  school 
library.  Those  in  the  public  library  were  made  use  of, 
but  even  these  were  insufficient  to  accommodate  the 
large  number  of  children  who  were  demanding  books. 
Miss  Borreson  is  making  an  extraordinary  effort  to 
provide  books  listed  on  the  Reading  Circle  lists  and, 
no  doubt,  another  year  will  find  more  available  material. 

Experiment  in  Government 

As  a  result  of  Mr.  Spence's  trip  to  Kenosha,  he  es- 
tablished a  very  interesting  and  very  successful  experi- 
ment in  his  building  during  the  second  semester  of  the 
year.  Believing  that  it  is  part  of  the  responsibility  of 
the  school  to  prepare  good  citizens,  Mr.  Spence  initiated 
a  plan  which  placed  responsibility  for  conduct  entirely 
upon  the  children  in  his  school.  At  the  same  time,  it  put 
before  them  in  a  practical  way  a  most  excellent  lesson 
in  civics.  In  other  words,  he  organized  his  school  sim- 
ilar to  the  organization  of  the  city.  Each  room  consti- 
tuted a  ward,  and  officers  were  elected  among  the  stu- 
dents to  correspond  to  the  city  officers.  There  was  a 
mayor,  three  judges,  an  alderman  from  each  ward,  and 
a  policeman  in  each  ward.   The  mayor  was  elected  from 
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the  highest  class  in  the  school.  It  was  necessary  for 
candidates  for  mayor  to  get  a  certain  number  of  signers 
to  a  petition  from  each  ward  in  the  school.  He  thus 
became  a  candidate  for  mayor.  At  a  certain  time,  all 
the  children  in  the  various  rooms  down  to  the  kinder- 
garten voted  for  mayor.  The  student  who  received  the 
largest  number  of  votes  was  declared  mayor  for  a  cer- 
tain period.  The  judges  were  elected  in  the  same  way. 
The  alderman  and  polcieman  were  elected  in  the  ward. 
All  candidates  held  office  for  four  weeks,  thus  giving 
everybody  in  the  room  an  opportunity  to  assume  re- 
sponsibility. It  was  the  duty  of  the  alderman  to  assist 
the  teacher  in  passing  papers  in  the  room,  to  see  that 
scrap  paper  was  gathered  and  placed  in  the  waste  paper 
basket,  to  see  that  the  room  was  kept  in  order,  and  to 
assist  with  the  discipline  in  the  halls.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  policeman  to  look  after  the  discipline  in  the  halls, 
on  the  playgrounds,  and  in  the  toilet  rooms.  The  mayor 
was  the  chief  executive,  and  the  three  judges  elected 
sat  with  the  principal  on  cases  which  came  up  during 
the  year.  Each  officer  wore  a  badge  during  the  school 
day  which  pointed  him  out  as  the  officer  of  a  given  ward. 
The  whole  scheme  worked  out  so  satisfactorily  that  it  is 
Mr.  Spence's  intention  to  enlarge  upon  it  next  year.  This 
will  probably  be  done  in  the  fall  by  calling  the  alder- 
men together  for  a  legislative  session.  The  children 
assume  responsibility.  At  first,  it  was  necessary  to  see 
that  some  did  not  allow  their  ambition  to  get  the  better 
of  them,  but  there  was  no  trouble  whatever,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  each  knew  his  business  so  well  that 
things  went  along  without  friction  during  the  year.  The 
experiment  in  my  judgment  was  a  most  commendable 
effort  to  do  something  in  a  practical  way  for  the  boys 
and  girls  of  the  school.  If  there  is  anything  that  will 
contribute  to  democracy  or  that  will  make  democracv 
more  substantial,  it  is  teaching  the  boys  and  girls  self- 
responsibility  and  self-control.  I  believe  Mr.  Spence 
pointed  out  a  very  practical  way. 

May  Fete 

Heretofore,  the  kindergartens  of  the  city  united  in 
a  fete  which  has  usually  been  held  at  Myrick  park.  This 
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year,  the  plan  was  changed  somewhat.  In  place  of  a 
kindergarten  fete,  we  put  on  a  May  fete  which  involved 
all  the  children  from  the  kindergarten  through  the 
eighth  grade.  It  was  a  combination  of  musical  and 
physical  exercises.  The  musical  numbers  were  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  Miss  Keith  and  the  physi- 
cal exercises  were  under  the  direction  of  the  student 
assistants  in  physical  culture.  The  fete  was  held  on 
three  different  days  and  in  three  different  sections  of  the 
city  in  order  that  parents  might  be  able  to  view  it  with- 
out too  great  inconvenience.  On  Wednesday,  the  fete 
was  held  on  the  West  Avenue  playgrounds,  the  Hamil- 
ton, W^ebster  and  Hogan  schools  taking  part.  On  Thurs- 
day, it  was  held  in  Copeland  park,  the  Jefferson,  Logan, 
Franklin  and  North  Branch  schools  taking  part,  and  on 
Friday  it  was  held  at  Riverside  park,  with  the  Lincoln, 
Washington,  Washburn  and  Longfellow  schools  taking 
part.  In  all,  it  was  witnessed,  it  is  estimated,  by  some 
twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  people.  By  means  of  it,  par- 
ents were  given  an  opportunity  to  see  what  children  were 
doing  in  physical  culture  and  in  music. 

Educational  Tests 

As  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report.  Dr.  W.  W. 
Theisen  of  the  State  Department  spent  several  days  with 
us  dmonstrating  the  advantages  of  educational  tests.  He 
conducted  some  tests  in  each  building,  although  not  in 
any  way  was  his  work  a  survey  of  the  whole  city  school 
system.  There  were  tests  in  reading,  arithmetic,  and 
spelling.  The  general  result  pointed  out  these  things : 
First,  that  these  tests  may  be  used  by  the  teacher  to 
advantage  in  locating  the  weakness  of  individual  stu- 
dents if  there  is  any  doubt  in  her  mind  as  to  where  it 
may  be;  second,  they  provide  a  means  of  comparing  the 
work  done  in  one  school  system  with  that  done  in  an- 
other or  the  work  done  in  one  grade  with  that  done  in 
another;  and  third,  they  may  be  used  as  a  means  of  de- 
termining whether  or  not  certain  phases  of  the  work  are 
being  over-emphasized  while  other  phases  are  somewhat 
neglected.  For  example,  one  of  the  principals  conducted 
tests  in  arithmetic  throughout  his  district.  After  mark- 
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ing  the  papers,  he  tabulated  the  kinds  of  error.  He  dis- 
covered, for  example,  that  a  large  per  cent  of  the  errors 
in  one  grade  or  in  one  group  was  due  to  failure  to  place 
the  decimal  point  properly  when  the  student  attempted 
to  divide.  This  was  evidence  of  a  necessity  for  drill  on 
this  phase  of  long  division.  A  more  extensive  use  of  the 
tests  and  study  of  this  kind  will,  no  doubt,  enable  us  to 
develop  our  course  more  evenly.  A  test  in  spelling  was 
given  to  high  school  students  in  March.  Another  was 
given  in  June.  In  the  second  case,  a  group  of  words  of 
the  same  value  as  those  given  in  March  was  used.  The 
general  results  are  given  below : 
Class.  Ave.  March  1.   Ave.  May  21.  Gain 


The  following  conclusions  may  be  drawn:  First,  it 
was  evident  after  the  March  test  that  we  could  improve 
our  spelling.  According  to  statistics  gathered  from  a 
very  large  number  of  schools,  eighth  grade  pupils  should 
have  received  an  average  of  84%  on  the  list  of  words 
submitted  to  the  high  school  pupils.  It  was  therefore 
reasonable,  to  expect  the  Freshmen  in  the  high  school 
to  get  a  higher  grade  than  that.  You  will  note  that  their 
average  was  86.2%.  We  should  also  expect  the  seniors 
to  have  a  very  much  higher  grade  as  was  the  case.  How- 
ever, the  words  were  such  that  Miss  Mashek,  the  head 
of  the  English  Department,  did  not  feel  that  the  record 
of  the  pupils  was  any  too  good.  She  therefore  issued 
to  the  teachers  of  English  twenty  words  a  week  with  the 
request  that  they  be  given  to  students  and  that  students 
be  drilled  on  them  each  week.  On  May  21,  a  second  test 
was  given,  and  you  will  note  from  the  improvement  made 
by  the  various  classes  during  the  semester,  that  the 
greatest  rate  of  improvement  was  made  by  the  incoming 
Freshmen  whose  average  was  90%  as  compared  with  86 
on  March  1.    The  smallest  gain  was  made  by  the  Ad- 


Freshman   

Adv.  Freshman 
Sophomore  .... 
Adv.  Sophomore 

Junior   

Adv.  Junior  .... 

Senior   

Adv.  Senior  .  . . 


86.2 
89.7 
91.65 
94.45 
93.05 
95.4 
96.36 
96.86 


90.7 
93.3 
94.7 
96.2 
95.4 
96.2 
98.7 
98.7 


4.5 
3.6 
3.1 
1.8 
2.4 
.8 
2.4 
1.9 
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vanced  Juniors.  Four  different  teachers  handled  Ad- 
vanced junior  work,  teachers  A,  B,  and  C.  The  average 
of  each  was  as  follows :  A's  pupils  96.2,  B's  pupils  90.4,  | 
C's  pupils  96.5.  You  will  note  that  the  pupils  of  A  and 
C  were  about  on  a  par,  while  those  of  B  were  very  much 
lower.  Teacher  B  also  had  two  classes  in  English  I. 
Teacher  X  also  had  English  1.  The  pupils  of  teacher 
X  averaged  95.3,  and  those  of  teacher  B  89.7,  a 
very  great  difference.  Now,  it  is  very  interesting  to 
note  that  in  all  classes  throughout  the  school,  teacher 
B's  pupils  made  the  poorest  showing,  while  in  all  the 
classes  throughout  the  school,  X's  pupils  made  the  best 
showing.  In  other  words,  teacher  B's  pupils  did  not  im- 
prove in  spelling  during  the  semester  as  much  as  the 
average,  while  teacher  X's  improved  more  than  the  aver- 
age. Conclusion :  Teacher  B  failed  to  drill  on  the  spell- 
ing systematically,  while  teacher  X  attended  to  this 
phase  of  her  work  very  religiously.  Those  of  us  who 
know  the  teachers  personally,  are  convinced  that  the 
figures  above  do  not  misrepresent  the  truth.  Teacher  B 
is  a  strong  teacher,  but  her  interest  runs  in  a  direction 
which  might  make  it  easy  to  neglect  this  particular 
phase  of  the  work,  while  teacher  X  is  very  particular, 
and  is  especially  enthusiastic  over  the  teaching  of  spell- 
ing. Our  tests  therefore  simply  serve  to  bear  witness  to 
facts.  I  refer  to  these  two  cases  simply  because  they  are 
extreme  cases  and  show  to  what  advantage  tests  may  be 
used.  In  most  other  cases,  the  improvement  in  the 
classes  was  about  the  same,  showing  that  teachers 
neither  over  or  under  emphasized  this  feature. 

Penny  Savings 

A  determined  effort  has  been  made  to  encourage 
economy  and  saving  among  children.  The  matter  of  ) 
buying  penny  savings  stamps  was  thoroughly  advertised 
in  the  schools.  Every  Friday  was  stamp  day.  Children 
were  urged  to  purchase  some  stamps  each  week.  Various 
means  were  devised  to  encourage  them  in  the  lower 
grades.  In  some  cases  the  child's  name  was  put  on  the 
board  and  each  time  he  purchased  stamps,  no  matter 
whether  it  was  one  or  one  hundred,  a  colored  star  was 
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placed  after  his  name.  This  was  only  one  of  the  many 
schemes  to  interest  the  younger  children.  In  one  district 
the  principal  set  a  mark  which  he  hoped  to  attain  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  thoroughly  advertised  among 
the  children.  It  was  the  ambition  of  the  principal  to 
record  a  sale  of  $1,000  worth  of  stamps  during  the  year 
for  his  particular  school.  Every  child  seemed  to  be  im- 
bued with  the  same  idea.  I  have  known  of  children  re- 
tracing several  blocks  in  order  to  bring  their  pennies. 
The  goal  was  reached  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
school  having  purchased  a  little  over  $1,000  worth  of 
stamps.  Not  all  schools  did  as  well,  the  sale  in  some 
cases  being  somewhat  of  a  disappointment.  We  shall 
of  course,  hope  to  continue  with  the  plan  and  to  record 
better  results  another  year.  It  may  be  said  in  passing 
that  our  system  has  attracted  considerable  attention 
elsewhere.  The  state  department  has  made  inquiry  in 
regard  to  it  with  the  idea  of  publishing  an  outline  of 
the  plan  in  the  school  news.  The  state  banking  depart- 
ment has  also  made  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  practical 
working  of  the  plan.  We  find  that  the  lower  grade  chil- 
dren purchase  more  stamps  than  the  upper.  We  hope  to  be 
able  to  work  out  some  scheme  which  will  induce  upper 
grade  and  high  school  students  to  save  their  pennies.  Of 
course,  many  of  the  older  boys  and  girls  have  saving 
accounts.  Just  how  many,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate,  but 
it  is  a  fact  that  some  of  those  who  are  now  in  these 
upper  grades  continue  to  deposit  money  regularly  in  the 
accounts  which  were  established  when  they  were  in  the 
lower  grades. 

Junior  High  School 

With  the  completion  of  the  Logan  School  annex, 
we  hope  to  put  into  operation  a  scheme  which  I  believe 
to  be  in  accord  with  modern  educational  tendencies,  and 
which  will  improve  the  efficiency  of  our  public  school 
system.  It  is  the  judgment  of  many  people  that  after 
all  the  public  school  is  to  a  great  extent  the  instrument 
which  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  analyzing  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  average  child  and  directing  his  activity 
so  that  he  may  become  useful  in  the  activity  which  he 
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will  do  best  as  an  adult.  If  therefore  any  scheme  can 
be  provided  which  will  help  him  to  analyze  himself 
early  in  life,  it  will  mean  a  saving  of  time  to  him,  to  his 
parents,  and  to  the  city.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was 
commonly  believed  that  young  men  at  least  passed 
through  a  period  of  idleness,  unstableness,  and  exploita- 
tion. This  state  was  commonly  referred  to  as  **sowing 
wild  oats,"  and  there  were  people  who  believed  that  it 
was  a  necessary  stage  in  the  development  of  a  citizen. 
We  are  no  longer  in  accord  with  that  judgment.  The 
facts  of  the  case  were  that  these  boys  were  unsettled  be- 
cause they  had  nothing  definite  before  them.  It  took  them 
considerable  time  to  find  the  vocation  which  best  suited 
them  and  for  which  they  were  best  suited.  Now  days, 
we  do  not  hear  so  much  of  this,  because  the  school  is 
doing  for  them,  to  a  certain  extent,  what  formerly  they 
had  to  do  fpr  themselves.  I  believe  the  school  can  do 
more  and  that  the  means  of  increasing  its  efficiency  in 
this  direction  is  the  Junior  High  School.  We  hope 
therefore  to  arrange  a  course  of  study  so  that  seventh 
graders  can  get  a  taste  of  perhaps  commercial  work,  a 
language,  some  science,  in  addition  to  manual  training, 
sewing  and  the  basic  branches  which,  of  course,  must 
not  be  neglected.  We  do  not  hope  to  turn  out  artisans 
at  the  end  of  the  ninth  grade,  but  we  do  hope  to  be  able 
to  help  these  children  determine  whether  or  not  they  are 
best  fitted  for  manual  training,  study  of  language,  art, 
literature,  science,  or  commercial  work.  Many  an  office 
hand  might  be  a  good  mechanic.  His  preparation,  how- 
ever, was  for  office  work  and  too  late  in  life  he  dis- 
covered his  talents,  because  his  income  was  small  and 
he  could  not  afford  to  sacrifice  it  to  make  preparation 
for  other  vocations.  The  world  is  full  of  misfits.  I  be- 
lieve that  we  can  arrange  a  course  of  study  in  the  junior 
high  school  which  will  help  us  to  prevent  some  of  these 
cases  which  as  a  rule  are  sad,  for  if  a  man  becomes  tied 
to  a  position  in  which  he  is  not  especially  interested,  he 
can  never  progress,  and  as  years  go  by,  and  he  becomes 
older,  he  cannot  change  for  reasons  which  I  mentioned 
above.  Then,  too,  I  believe  the  junior  high  school 
course  of  study  will  be  the  means  of  creating  initiative 
as  well  as  interest.    We  are  no  longer  teaching  school 
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but  instead  we  are  teaching  boys  and  girls  of  various 
interests,  of  various  capacities,  capabilities,  and  talents. 
The  sooner  we  are  able  to  make  our  curriculum  so  elas- 
tic that  it  will  reach  all  kinds  of  students,  the  faster  will 
our  school  system  grow  toward  a  hundred  per  cent 
efficiency.  I  look  forward  with  a  great  deal  of  expec- 
tation to  the  results  which  the  junior  high  school  will 
make  possible. 

The  High  School 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  losses  and  gains  in  the 
High  School.  It  will  be  noticed  that  21  students  left 
the  city  while  only  4  moved  into  the  city,  a  loss  of  17. 
Only  16  pupils  were  granted  permits  while  50  left  school 
after  they  had  reached  the  age  of  16. 


LOSSES  GAINS 


Illness 

Left  City 

Permits 

Past  16 

Private 
Schools 

Totals 

Moved 
Into  City 

Net  Lossi 

Post  Graduates  and 

Specials    .  . 

3 

13 

16 

16 

Fourth  year  . 

.  7 

2 

4 

13 

13 

Third  year  .  . 

.  7 

3 

'3 

13 

26 

26 

Second  year 

.  8 

7 

7 

22 

'2 

20 

First  year  .  . . 

.26 

6 

i3 

13 

"3 

61 

2 

59 

48 

21 

16 

50 

3 

138 

4 

134 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  above  that  the  losses 
were  largely  in  the  lower  classes. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  high  school  was  a  trifle 
under  that  of  last  year,  the  figures  being  1,020  this  year 
and  1,075  last.  The  largest  enrollment  during  any  one 
semester  was  during  the  second  semester  this  year,  when 
the  number  was  989.  We  lost  several  of  our  teachers 
last  year,  some  of  them  among  the  best  which  our 
schools  have  had.  This  year,  we  are  also  losing  some 
who  have  been  with  us  a  number  of  years  and  who  have 
given  faithful  service. 
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The  Parents'  and  Teachers'  Association  of  the  high 
school  met  as  usual  this  year,  but  in  addition  to  the 
Parents'  and  Teachers'  Association,  a  Mothers'  Club 
which  was  organized  during  the  second  semester,  prom- 
ises to  render  valuable  services  to  the  high  school.  The 
new  club  expects  to  hold  meetings  during  school  hours 
at  the  school  to  discuss  among  themselves  and  with 
teachers,  policies  relative  to  the  school.  If  the  practice 
is  kept  up  and  the  mothers  turn  out  in  good  numbers, 
an  unlimited  amount  of  good  is  bound  to  result.  The 
more  parents  we  can  get  to  come  to  the  high  school  and 
the  oftener  we  can  get  them  to  come,  the  greater  will  be 
the  harmony  and  the  better  the  results.  The  best  results 
are  to  be  obtained  from  close  co-operation  between 
parents  and  teachers.  If  it  were  possible  for  all  to  be 
intimately  acquainted,  a  great  many  of  the  mistakes 
which  occur  in  a  community  would  be  avoided.  Per- 
sonally, I  approve  very  heartily  of  the  movement,  and 
I  hope  that  success  will  be  attained  by  the  organiza- 
tion. 

My  idea  of  a  high  school  has  always  been  that  it 
should  be  a  working  part  of  the  community.  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  is  merely  a  place  to  prepare  boys  and  girls 
for  life.  I  believe  it  is  life  and  should  be  treated  as  such. 
Our  city  could  as  little  get  along  without  the  high  school 
as  the  high  school  could  get  along  without  the  city.  It 
should  therefore  be  an  active  factor  in  community  life. 
That  being  the  case,  it  has  always  been  my  belief  that 
the  school  is  a  place  where  citizens  are  guided  and  di- 
rected, and  the  discipline  of  the  school  should  be  such 
as  to  place  the  greatest  amount  of  responsibility  on  in- 
dividuals, so  that  they  may  be  encouraged  to  take  care 
of  themselves  as  much  as  possible.  Hence,  we  have  al- 
ways used  the  so-called  self-government  or  honor  sys- 
tem. It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  see  pupils  assume 
responsibility.  The  success  of  the  scheme  here  can  leave 
no  doubt  as  to  its  merits.  Of  course,  it  always  requires 
restraint  at  the  proper  time,  but  most  of  all  direction. 
In  order  to  make  it  a  success,  there  must  be  a  source  of 
inspiration  which  not  only  has  good  judgment  but  is 
versatile  and  alert.  Some  of  the  teachers  in  the  high 
school  are  past  masters  in  this  art  of  handling  pupils. 
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Their  services  are  beyond  measure,  for  while  as  a  rule 
they  are  good  teachers  they  are  also  doing  for  the  in- 
dividuals that  which  a  grat  majority  of  people  are  un- 
able to  do,  namely,  directing  them  in  such  a  way  that 
good  citizenship  is  bound  to  result.  I  sincerely  hope  to 
see  the  policy  continued.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  one  of 
the  most  important  phases  of  high  school  work. 

In  another  place  in  this  report  will  be  found  a 
comprehensive  report  of  the  work  of  the  Employment 
Bureau  of  the  high  shool.  The  total  earnings  this  year 
were  $1,431.48  or  a  gain  of  $231.48  over  last  year.  This, 
of  course,  represents  the  earnings  of  those  who  secured 
jobs  through  the  work  of  the  secretary  of  the  Employ- 
ment Bureau.  Miss  Mashek,  head  of  the  English  De- 
partment, has  been  in  charge  and  the  success  of  the  un- 
dertaking is  due  in  a  great  part  to  her  interest,  sin- 
cerity and  determination  to  render  service  to  the  pupils 
of  the  school.  She  has  been  called  at  any  hour  of  the 
day  in  school  or  while  at  home.  Her  response  has  al- 
ways been  pleasant  and  cheerful,  and  I  believe  the  pub- 
lic has  come  to  appreciate  her  attitude  and  her  spirit. 
As  I  said  before,  the  success  of  this  undertaking  is  due 
very  largely  to  her  efforts  which  I  am  sure  we  all  greatly 
appreciate.  The  aim  of  the  Employment  Bureau  and 
its  scope  are  so  clearly  outlined  in  the  article  which  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  report  that  I  shall  not  undertake 
to  repeat  them  here.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  Employment 
Bureau  is  an  established  institution  and  an  active  fac- 
tor in  our  high  school.  I  might  add  that  in  addition  to 
this  employment  secured  for  the  boys  and  girls,  Mr. 
Butler  of  the  Commercial  Department  has  placed  many 
of  the  graduates  in  permanent  positions.  The  earnings 
of  these  people  are  not  included  in  the  estimate  of  the 
Employment  Bureau. 

This  year  we  changed  the  plan  with  reference  to 
commencement.  Heretofore,  we  have  had  one  com- 
mencement in  June.  The  result  was  that  the  theater  was 
not  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  people  who  wanted 
to  attend.  This  year  we  graduated  a  class  in  January 
which  numbered  39,  and  another  in  June  which  num- 
bered 111.  The  commencement  exercises  in  January 
were  not  as  well  attended  as  they  will  be  when  the  new 
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scheme  becomes  fully  established.  The  plan  is  only  jus- 
tice to  the  pupils,  and  I  believe  it  should  be  continued. 
The  number  of  graduates  for  February  and  June  was 
150,  and  with  thirteen  more  at  the  close  of  summer 
school,  the  total  number  will  be  163.  Last  year,  we 
graduated  152,  making  this  the  largest  number  of 
graduates  in  a  single  year  to  date. 

One  other  feature  of  the  high  school  which  deserves 
attention  is  the  library  which  has  been  in  existence  now 
for  three  years.  Our  school  is  a  pioneer  in  the  move- 
ment which  is  sweeping  the  state  from  end  to  end.  Even 
the  university  has  recognized  the  necessity  of  this  sort 
of  training  for  boys  and  girls  and  the  authorities  have 
established  a  course  which  will  give  instruction  in  library 
methods  to  teachers.  Mr.  Rice  of  the  State  Department 
spent  a  day  with  us  this  year  and  his  report  was  very 
encouraging.  The  report  of  the  librarian  appears  in  an- 
other place  in  this  issue.  In  addition  to  supervising  the 
library,  Miss  Dickens  has  made  a  practice  of  going 
into  the  English  classes  and  explaining  methods  to  the 
children  in  the  classes.  By  means  of  our  high  school 
library,  pupils  are  given  an  opportunity  to  do  library 
work  in  the  environment  of  the  school.  Many  of  the 
public  library  books  have  been  placed  on  the  shelves 
during  the  year,  so  that  the  "library  excuse"  which 
some  parents  have  complained  of  in  the  past  no  longer 
can  be  worked.  Miss  Dickens  has  spent  some  time  each 
week  in  the  Public  Library  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
high  school  pupils  who  found  it  necessary  to  consult  it, 
but  the  wholesale  leaving  home  in  the  evening  "for  the 
public  library"  has  been  stopped  to  a  very  great  extent. 
Pupils  who  go  there  now  go  for  a  definite  purpose,  and 
it  has  been  some  time  since  the  administration  forces 
have  heard  complaint  from  parents.  The  high  school 
library  is  a  fixed  institution. 

Health  Department 

To  Dr.  J.  M.  Furstman,  Miss  Peterson,  and  their 
assistants  belong  a  great  deal  of  the  credit  for  the  good 
attendance  record  this  year.  The  co-operation  from  the 
health  department  has  been  most  satisfactory.  The  re- 
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sponse  to  the  calls  sent  out  by  the  teachers  has  been 
prompt,  and  I  feel  that  the  small  amount  of  sickness 
in  the  public  school  system  this  year  is  only  one  of  the 
many  significant  accomplishments  of  the  health  depart- 
ment. Here,  too,  there  has  been  the  finest  co-operation 
and  we  are  duly  appreciative. 

Public  Library 

The  public  schools  this  year  have  enjoyed  whole- 
some and  hearty  co-operation  from  Miss  Borreson  of 
the  Public  Library  and  her  assistants.  There  has  been 
the  finest  kind  of  spirit  and  the  attitude  of  the  officials 
of  the  Public  Library  is  to  be  commended.  The  library 
maintained  a  small  branch  or  rather  a  distributing  point 
in  the  Webster  School  where  many  people  both  young 
and  old  were  reached.  The  demand  for  this  was  so  great 
that  the  branch  is  being  kept  open  during  the  summer 
months.  An  assistant  librarian  reports  to  the  building 
at  certain  hours  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  books 
to  the  children  and  their  parents.  She  has  the  assist- 
ance of  one  of  the  teachers  in  the  building  who  gives 
her  time  out  of  interest  in  the  project.  Many  parents 
and  children  are  reading  books  every  week.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  aitivity,  the  children's  librarian  visited  the 
public  schools  during  the  year  to  tell  stories  to  the  chil- 
dren. This  is  a  feature  of  the  work  which  we  greatly 
appreciate  and  for  which  we  are  thankful  indeed.  Then, 
too,  there  has  been  an  ef¥ort  upon  the  part  of  the  li- 
brarian to  secure  books  which  will  fit  in  well  with  the 
public  school  work,  an  attitude  which  is  very  highly 
commendable.  In  fact,  the  whole  spirit  has  been  most 
satisfactory,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  assure  the 
Public  Library  authorities  of  our  great  appreciation  of 
their  co-operation.  I  might  add  that  the  same  co- 
operation has  been  extended  to  the  playground  work 
this  summer,  where  there  are  regular  story  telling  hours 
under  the  direction  of  the  children's  librarian. 

Parents'  and  Teachers'  Associations 

For  some  years,  the  high  school  has  had  a  Parents' 
and  Teachers'  Association  which  meets  three  times  a 
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year.  Much  good  has  come  from  the  organization  and 
more,  no  doubt,  can  be  made  of  it.  This  year,  Mr. 
Greenwalt  undertook  the  organization  of  an  association 
in  the  second  district  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  exist- 
ing at  the  high  school.  His  efforts  were  entirely  suc- 
cessful. The  teachers  of  his  district  were  as  enthusias- 
tic as  was  he  and  their  combined  efforts  brought  out  a 
very  large  attendance  for  the  first  meeting  which  was 
held  early  in  March.  People  entered  the  meeting  with 
the  right  sort  of  spirit,  and  teachers  were  encouragd  to 
such  an  extent  that  another  meeting  was  held  in  May, 
this  time  in  the  evening.  More  fathers  were  present 
at  this  meeting.  The  first  meeting  was  addressed  by 
Attorney  A.  Shubert  and  Mr.  B.  C.  Smith,  and  the 
second  by  Mr.  J.  E.  McConnell,  who  spoke  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  Parents'  and  Teachers'  Associations.  In 
addition  to  this,  there  were  other  features  on  the  pro- 
gram. There  was  the  best  kind  of  attention  and  the 
spirit  was  exceedingly  good.  It  is  evident  that  if  we 
were  able  to  organize  more  associations  of  this  kind,  it 
would  not  be  so  difficult  to  secure  some  of  the  very 
necessary  improvements  in  our  school  which  are  post- 
poned from  year  to  year  in  many  cases.  The  more  and 
the  oftener  we  can  get  parents  into  our  buildings  to  see 
what  is  going  on,  the  better  will  be  the  co-operation  from 
them.  I  believe  that  we  should  make  an  extraordinary 
effort  to  let  the  parents  of  our  children  know  the  en- 
vironment of  their  children  during  school  hours,  what  is 
being  taught  them,  and  how  they  are  being  taught.  Our 
work  should  be  an  open  book  to  all  parents,  and  the 
Parents'  and  Teachers'  Association  seems  to  be  the 
medium  through  which  we  can  exchange  views  in  re- 
gard to  general  policies  of  the  school.  No  doubt,  the 
Parents'  and  Teachers'  Association  of  the  second  dis- 
trict will  be  an  important  factor  in  that  district  next 
year.  We  hope  to  extend  this  activity  to  other  districts 
in  the  city. 

. .  Summer  School 

As  usual,  we  operated  the  summer  school  on  the 
same  plan  as  that  used  heretofore.    The  attendance  was 
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not  quite  as  large  as  that  of  last  year,  and  the  number 
of  teachers  hired  was  less.  A  great  many  of  the  older 
boys  secured  positions,  great  pressure  being  brought  to 
bear  on  them  before  the  regular  session  closed.  The 
summer  school  was  held  at  the  high  school  with  a 
faculty  of  eight  teachers.  Various  grades  were  given 
throughout  the  city.  A  detailed  report  of  the  summer 
school  appears  in  another  part  of  this  book,  so  that  I 
shall  not  go  into  details  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
summer  school  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  It  is  an  in- 
stitution that  is  here  to  stay.  The  demand  is 
genuine  and  there  no  longer  can  be  any  question  about 
the  grade  of  work  being  done. 

The  following  summary  emphasizes  the  advantage 
of  the  scheme : 

The  Summer  School  class  of  1916  numbered  12. 

4  finished  in  3  years — 2  S.  S. 

1  finished  in  3  years — 1  S.  S. 

2  finished  in  3^  years — 1  S.  S. 

Seven  out  of  twelve  finished  in  less  than  four  years 
on  account  of  summer  school. 

The  1917  January  class  numbered  39. 
4  finished  in  3  years — 2  S.  S. 
1  finished  in  3^  years — 1  S.  S. 
6  finished  in  3^  years — 2  S.  S. 

Eleven  out  of  thirty-nine  finished  in  less  than  four 
years  on  account  of  summer  school. 
The  June  1917  class  numbered  111. 

1  finished  in  3  years — 1  S.  S. 
6  finished  in  3  years — 2  S.  S. 

4  finished  in  3>4  years— 1  S.  S. 
8  finished  in  3^  years — 2  S.  S. 
Nineteen  out  of  one  hundred  eleven  finished  in  less 
than  four  years  on  account  of  summer  school. 

The  summer  school  class  of  1917  numbered  13. 

2  finished  in  3  years — 2  S.  S. 
2  finished  in  3  years — 3  S.  S. 

2  finished  in  3^  years — 1  S.  S. 
2  finished  in  3^  years— 2  S.  S. 
1  finished  in  3>4  years — 3  S.  S. 
Eight  out  of  thirteen  finished   in  less  than  four 
years  on  account  of  summer  school. 
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These  figures  do  not  include  those  who  graduated 
in  the  summer  of  1915  or  in  January  and  June,  1916, 
who  were  enabled  to  do  so  on  account  of  summer 
school.  Neither  do  they  take  into  account  pupils  who 
were  able  to  finish  in  four  years  or  more  and  whose 
term  was  shortened  by  the  summer  school.  There  were 
fully  as  many  of  this  class  as  there  are  of  those  who 
finished  in  less  than  four  years.  For  example,  out  of 
the  thirteen  graduates  this  summer,  two  completed  their 
course  in  four  years  and  one  summer  school ;  one  in  four 
years  and  two  summer  schools ;  one  in  4^  years  and  two 
summer  schools ;  and  one  in  five  years  and  two  summer 
schools. 

Reference  to  the  semi-annual  report  of  principals 
published  elsewhere  in  this  report  brings  out  an  addi- 
tional fact  which  is  very  interesting.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  semester,  it  will  be  noted,  437  pupils  were  pro- 
moted as  a  result  of  attending  summer  school.  This 
amounts  to  over  11%  of  the  whole  number  of  pupils 
promoted  at  that  time.  It  simply  means  that  had  it  not 
been  for  summer  school,  437  pupils  or  11%  of  the  pupils 
who  were  promoted  at  that  time  would  have  failed  of 
promotion  had  they  not  attended  summer  school.  As 
it  was  9.7%  of  the  pupils  attending  school  failed  of 
promotion  at  the  close  of  the  first  semester.  With  the 
11%  in  addition  to  this,  the  percentage  of  failure  would 
have  been  high.  Every  pupil  who  fails  represents  a  loss 
to  the  city  as  well  as  to  the  individual.  The  summer 
school  therefore  reduced  this  loss  by  more  than  one-half. 
I  believe  the  plan  is  fixed  and  that  there  can  be  no  fur- 
ther question  to  its  necessity. 

Industrial  Education 

During  the  year  there  has  been  extensive  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Industrial  Education  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  use  of  the  public  school  buildings  for  boys  and 
girls  who  attend  Industrial  School.  Night  school  was 
held  in  the  Logan,  Longfellow,  and  High  Schools.  The 
shops  in  the  high  school  were  used  four  nights  a  week 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  In  most  cases  regular 
pul^lic  school  teachers  took  charge  of  the  night  school 
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work,  although  in  some  cases,  especially  in  Domestic 
Science,  some  of  the  work  was  handled  by  outside  in- 
structors. In  addition  to  this  co-operation,  certain  of  the 
boys  of  the  Industrial  School  were  allowed  the  use  of 
the  machine  shop  during  the  day  time  when  it  was  not 
in  use  by  the  regular  students.  In  other  words,  it  was 
used  every  afternoon  from  one  to  five  o'clock  by  Indus- 
trial School  boys.  The  work  was  in  charge  of  an  in- 
structor who  afterward  took  charge  of  one  high  school 
class,  part  of  the  salary  being  paid  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  part  of  it  by  the  Board  of  Industrial  Educa- 
tion. There  has  been  absolutely  no  friction  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  work.  Everything  moved  along 
smoothly  in  the  shop,  each  board  assuming  reponsibility 
for  a  proper  portion  of  the  expense  involved  in  the  way 
of  material  used,  etc.  Mr.  Peart  was  held  responsible 
for  accounting  for  the  material  which  he  charged  up  to 
the  board,  having  supervision  of  the  group  of  students 
who  used  it. 

Summer  Playgrounds 

A  year  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  Park  Com- 
mission transferred  the  supervision  of  the  public  play- 
grounds to  the  Board  of  Education.  The  board  was 
very  willing  to  take  over  this  activity  because  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  opportunity  for  co-operation  between  it 
and  the  school  forces.  The  two  can  be  worked  together 
so  well  that  there  certainly  must  have  been  loss  of  energy 
under  the  old  scheme.  This  year,  Mr.  Bell,  physical 
director  in  the  high  school,  had  general  charge  of  the 
playgrounds.  He  was  assisted  by  Miss  Jane  Schick,  who 
has  had  charge  of  Bethany  Center  work  throughout  the 
year.  In  addition  to  these  two,  there  were  three  men 
and  three  women,  one  man  and  one  woman  for  each  play- 
ground in  the  city.  The  force  was  somewhat  larger 
than  last  year,  when  one  girl  tried  to  take  charge  of  two 
playground  on  the  south  side.  We  also  ran  the  play- 
ground season  longer  than  last  year.  Yet  we  were 
able  to  get  through  the  season  with  the  appropriation  al- 
lowed us  by  the  City  Council.  This  v/as  due  to  the  fact 
that  workers  were  secured  at  more  reasonable  rates  this 
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year,  and  while  the  payroll  exceeded  the  appropriation 
by  $90,  by  means  of  ice  cream  sociables  on  open  nights 
we  were  able  to  ofifset  this  in  addition  to  purchasing 
some  of  the  supplies  that  were  used  on  the  playground. 
These  activities  were  held  in  connection  with  the  band 
concerts,  an  arrangement  made  possible  by  Mr.  Forrer, 
whose  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  is  highly  commendable. 
The  playground  people  had  exclusive  right  to  sell  ice 
cream  in  the  parks  during  the  concert  season.   The  plan 
not  only  helped  financially,  but  it  assisted  in  creating 
a  healthy  interest  on  the  part  of  boys  and  girls  in  the 
playground  movement  as  well  as  in  the  games.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  athletic  activities  this  year,  we  had  a  variety 
of  work,  including  basketry  for  boys  and  girls,  sewing, 
crocheting  and  knitting,  classes  in  bird  study,  in  tree  ob- 
servation, in  bluff  climbing,  swimming,  story  telling,  etc. 
When  one  group  was  playing,  another  was  engaged  in 
another  form  of  activity.    In  various  activities,  we  had 
fine  co-operation  from  workers,  who  volunteered  their 
services,  because  of  interest  in  the  movement.   We  also 
had  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Library  in  story  tell- 
ing.  This  interest  was  worked  up  by  the  directors,  Mr. 
Bell  and  Miss  Schick,  to  whom  must  be  given  the  credit 
for  the  success  of  the  work    this  year.     While  those 
grounds  which  we  have  are  quite  well  taken  care  of,  there 
is  great  need  in  my  judgment  for  two  playground  cen- 
ters.  The  section  of  the  city  north  of  Main  street  is  so 
far  removed  from  West  Avenue  that  the  children  derive 
very  little  benefit  from  this  playground.    There  should 
be  another  playground  in  the  neighborhood  of  La  Crosse 
and  Twelfth  streets,  perhaps,  or  some  other  place  cen- 
trally located.   Then,  too,  there  are  children  in  the  upper 
end  of  the  north  side  of  the  city  who  are  so  far  away 
from  the  Copeland  park  that  they  are  practically  deriving 
none  of  the  advantages  of  playground  work.  Especially 
is  this  true  of  the  younger  children.    The  city  should 
therefore  make  provision,  in  my  judgment,  for  a  second 
center  on  the  north  side  in  the  neighborhood  perhaps  of 
the  North  Branch  school  or  some  other  point  which  is 
centrally  located.      The  playground  movement  is  so 
firmly  established  that  there  can  be  no  question  about  its 
advantages.    It  is  bound  to  grow  and  develop.    I  may 
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add  that  the  playgrounds  were  supervised  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening  only.  Many  of  the  playground  chil- 
dren were  in  school  in  the  forenoon,  and  those  who  were 
not  were  usually  needed  at  home  to  run  errands  and  to 
assist  wherever  they  could.  In  all  this  work,  we  must 
impress  children  with  the  necessity  of  home  obligation 
first.  The  playground  must  not  interfere  with  home  ser- 
vice. A  detailed  report  of  the  playground  work  ap- 
pears in  another  part  of  this  report. 

The  Text  Book  Situation 

During  the  year,  we  have  purchased  very  few  text 
books,  deeming  it  wise  to  use  those  which  we  have 
longer  than  we  usually  would  under  ordinary  condi- 
tions, because  of  the  high  cost  of  maintaining  school. 
Then,  too,  Mr.  Howe  devised  a  scheme  which  has  made  it 
practically  unnecessary  to  buy  grade  books  this  year. 
The  principals  invoiced  the  books  on  hand  in  the  grade 
school  buildings,  and  filed  a  record  in  the  office.  All 
extra  books  were  sent  into  the  office  with  the  result  that 
we  have  been  able  to  fill  the  requisitions  coming  from  the 
various  districts  by  exchanging  books.  That  is,  if  there 
were  twenty  books  more  in  one  district  than  were  needed, 
we  transferred  them  to  another  where  there  was  a  short- 
age. We  have  done  likewise  with  the  reading  books, 
especially  the  supplementary  readers.  These  have  been 
sent  into  the  high  school  and  will  be  kept  here  in  a  stock 
room.  When  there  is  a  demand  for  books,  we  will  send 
them  out.  Mr.  Howe's  plan  will  involve  some  little  ex- 
pense for  transferring  books  from  one  district  to  another, 
but  it  is  a  sensible  and  legitimate  way  to  handle  text 
books,  because  the  life  of  an  ordinary  text  book  is  not 
over  five  years.  Should  the  book  be  changed  at  that  time, 
there  will  always  be  a  considerable  number  of  fairly  good 
books  to  be  turned  in.  In  our  exchange,  it  is  our  plan 
to  avoid  this  situation.  In  another  year  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  change  one  or  two  books  in  the  grades,  especially 
the  language  books.  After  going  over  the  field  quite 
thoroughly,  we  hope  to  put  in  some  of  the  books  which 
we  select,  and  then  as  the  present  books  are  worn  out 
to  gradually  replace  them  with  new  books.  The  book 
item  will  be  larger  another  year  than  it  has  been  this 
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year.  There  have  been  very  few  changes  in  the  high 
school  books  this  year  also.  All  teachers  have  made  a 
determined  effort  to  economize,  and  their  efforts  have 
been  successful.  We  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  school  system.  A  good  supply  of  books 
is  necessary,  but  we  hope  to  hold  down  the  over-supply. 
The  advantages  of  the  free  text  book  system  are  very 
great.  There  also  is  an  opportunity  for  more  or  less 
carelessness  with  this  system.  I  feel,  however,  that  our 
teachers  are  handling  the  situation  in  A  No.  1  shape.  As 
it  is  handled  here,  it  is  great  economy  to  the  city.  When 
Mr.  Howe's  plan  is  in  full  working  order,  we  shall  find 
it  very  much  more  satisfactory  than  the  present  arrange- 
ment, I  believe. 

New  Course  of  Study 

It  has  been  some  years  since  a  printed  outline  of  the 
course  of  study  has  been  published  in  our  city.  This 
year,  there  has  been  quite  a  variation  in  some  instances 
in  the  textbooks  used  and  material  presented  in  reading 
in  the  same  grade  in  the  various  buildings  in  the  city. 
While  I  believe  it  is  desirable  to  give  teachers  a  certain 
degree  of  freedom,  yet  they  ought  to  follow,  it  seems  to 
me,  a  general  course  of  study  with  certain  books  re- 
quired and  a  small  list  of  electives  in  each  grade.  I  have 
found  that  some  teachers  were  not  using  the  books  as 
required  in  the  present  course  of  study.  We  are  very 
long  on  reading  material.  That  is,  we  have  a  big  variety 
of  books.  It  is  our  plan  to  organize  committees  soon 
after  school  opens  in  the  fall  for  the  purpose  of  working 
out  definite  courses  in  reading  for  each  grade  with  the 
understanding  that  all  teachers  of  a  given  grade  will  be 
required  to  follow  the  outline,  so  that  we  may  have  uni- 
formity. I  do  not  believe  that  books  should  be  changed 
or  substituted  solely  upon  the  opinion  of  a  single  teacher 
and  yet  we  want  to  give  the  teachers  as  much  freedom 
as  possible ;  hence  the  elective  list  for  each  grade. 

Supplies 

I  believe  it  is  essential  to  provide  the  children  in  the 
city  with  material  such  as  ])a])er,  ])encils,  pens,  etc.  With 
the  schools  handling  this  side  of  the  work,  there  is  very 
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little  opportunity  for  discrimination  between  the  stu- 
dents. Then,  too,  there  is  a  considerable  saving  of  money 
in  the  total  expense  of  supplies  purchased  in  this  way. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  requires  good  judgment  in  the 
handling  of  these  supplies.  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  uni- 
versally recognized  that  ownership  usually  creates  bet- 
ter interest  in  whatever  apparatus  an  individual  happens 
to  be  working  with.  If  children  find  it  too  easy  to  get 
fresh  supplies,  they  become  careless  and  wasteful.  This 
condition  was  evident  several  years  ago  in  the  high 
school  when  it  was  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  the  janitors 
carrying  paper  by  the  basketful  to  the  engine  room. 
We  concluded  that  this  was  unnecessary  waste,  especially 
since  an  examination  of  the  paper  often  revealed  many 
sheets  only  partially  used.  We  therefore  established  the 
regulation  that  a  limited  amount  of  paper  would  be  given 
to  students.  That  is,  a  student  in  English  would  be 
given  as  much  paper  as  he  needed  for  his  theme  work. 
If  he  was  wasteful  and  used  more,  he  would  have  to  buy 
the  rest.  The  result  was  that  there  was  less  paper  to  be 
carried  to  the  engine  room  and  what  was  thrown  into 
the  waste  basket  was  usually  covered  with  writing.  Al- 
though the  enrollment  increased,  the  amount  of  paper 
consumed  in  a  year  was  considerable  less  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  a  considerable  amount  was  purchased  by  the 
students  at  wholesale  prices,  of  course.  The  receipts  of 
the  store  room  for  the  first  year  were  something  like 
$500.  Most  of  these  purchases  were  from  one  to  five 
cent  purchases.  While  we  have  not  established  this 
same  scheme  in  the  grade  schools,  teachers  have  been 
very  careful  not  to  give  out  more  supplies  than  were 
necessary.  The  result  was  that  in  almost  every  district 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  supplies  on  hand 
which,  of  course,  cut  down  the  amount  to  be  purchased. 
Although  prices  were  considerably  higher  this  year,  the 
net  cost  of  our  supplies  was  considerably  less  than  last. 
Here  again,  we  do  not  wish  in  any  way  to  hamper  the 
efficiency  of  our  school  system  or  to  deprive  any  child 
a  sufficient  amount  of  material  with  w^hich  to^  work, 
and  yet  I  believe  it  is  thoroughly  necessary  to  instill 
into  the  minds  of  the  children  economy  and  respect  for 
the  material  which  they  have. 
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Playground  Apparatus 

The  public  school  playgrounds  have  practically  no 
playground  apparatus.  Some  of  them  are  provided  with 
swings,  but  these  are  so  few  in  number  that  they  do  not 
at  all  supply  the  demand.  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  will 
be  possible  for  us  to  purchase  a  certain  amount  of  play- 
ground apparatus  from  year  to  year  until  all  public 
school  playgrounds  are  equipped  with  a  number  of 
swings,  substantially  built,  giant  strides,  teeter  boards, 
and  a  few  other  simple  pieces  of  apparatus.  When  this 
time  comes  it  may  be  possible  for  our  teachers  to  direct 
the  playground  activities  to  greater  advantage.  Most 
of  the  playgrounds  are  in  very  poor  shape.  The  older 
boys  are  able  to  play  baseball,  but  the  younger  children 
find  little  apparatus  with  which  to  amuse  themselves. 
The  equipping  of  the  playgrounds  with  apparatus  of 
this  kind  will  not  amount  to  a  great  deal,  and  if  the 
substantial  kind  is  purchased,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
the  whole  city  will  be  properly  provided  for.  Children 
must  have  a  place  to  work  off  surplus  energy.  If  there 
is  any  question  of  the  popularity  of  apparatus  men- 
tioned, a  glance  at  the  public  playgrounds  will  be  con- 
vincing. It  is  no  longer  possible  to  have  a  swing  at 
home.  The  old  oak  trees  are  gone  and  besides  that,  we 
must  use  every  square  foot  of  ground  available  for  gar- 
den purposes.  It  is  therefore  up  to  the  city  to  provide 
those  things  on  the  public  school  grounds.  It  may  be 
possible  to  use  some  of  these  school  playgrounds  for 
playground  centers  as  the  playground  movement  de- 
velops. 

School  for  Special  Pupils 

Some  time  in  the  past  our  city  recognized  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  special  equipment  and  a  special  teacher 
for  special  classes  of  pupils.  As  a  result  the  Deaf 
School  was  established.  In  it,  we  take  care  of  eight  or 
nine  children  who  would  be  practically  deprived  of  the 
advantages  of  education  were  it  not  for  the  special 
training  of  the  teacher  and  special  apparatus  with  which 
she  is  provided. 
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Some  time  later  it  was  recognized  that  some  pupils 
were  slower  than  others,  and  consequently  special  help 
rooms  were  provided.  I  believe  at  one  time  there  was  a 
special  help  teacher  in  each  building.  Owing  to  lack  of 
room  and  a  shortage  of  funds,  most  of  these  special 
help  teachers  have  been  put  in  charge  of  regular  work, 
with  the  result  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  only  one 
regular  special  help  teacher  in  the  city.  She  spends  her 
time  at  two  buildings.  The  advantages  of  special  help 
teachers  are  so  many  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me 
to  enumerate  them  here,  and  I  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  we  can  provide  rooms  and  teachers  for  the  pupils 
who  need  special  attention. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  great  need  in  this 
city  for  a  place  where  we  can  take  care  of  sub-normal 
children,  and  a  teacher  who  is  thoroughly  prepared  to 
teach  them.  According  to  the  census  reports  there  are 
something  like  twenty-five  to  thirty  children  who  are  so 
very  far  below  normal  that  in  some  cases  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  have  them  in  school  with  other  children. 
Neither  is  it  fair  to  them,  because  the  teacher  usually 
has  so  much  to  do  and  so  many  pupils  to  handle  that  she 
can  give  little  time  to  the  sub-normal  child  in  her  room. 
Even  if  she  could  give  time,  she  would  be  handicapped 
in  that  she  has  no  special  training  to  deal  efficiently 
with  this  kind  of  pupil.  I  therefore  hope  that  we  will  be 
able  to  establish  a  room  and  to  hire  a  teacher  in  the  very 
near  future  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  these  chil- 
dren. Of  course,  the  advancement  of  these  pupils  is 
slow.  The  result  is  that  as  they  grow  older,  they  are 
very  much  retarded,  and  oftentimes  they  are  put  in  rooms 
with  children  four,  five,  six  and  seven  years  younger 
than  they.  It  is  not  good  for  them,  neither  is  it  good  for 
the  younger  children,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  be  able 
to  change  the  condition  very  soon. 

New  Buildings  and  Improvements 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  mention  the  crying 
need  for  new  buildings  in  various  sections  of  our  city. 
This  matter  has  been  before  the  public  so  long  that  I  can 
throw  very  little  light  on  the  situation.  It  is  a  fact  that 
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at  least  three  of  our  buildings  are  in  very  bad  condition, 
and  sooner  or  later  new  buildings  will  have  to  be  built  to 
replace  them.  I  do  not  now  refer  to  the  Logan  building 
which  will  be  taken  care  of  when  the  addition  is  com- 
pleted. I  have  in  mind  the  Jefferson  building  which 
should  undergo  repair  very  soon,  the  Lincoln  building, 
and  the  old  high  school  or  Washburn  building.  Of  the 
three  last  mentioned,  I  believe  the  old  high  school  build- 
ing is  in  the  poorest  state  of  all.  The  halls  are  dark, 
there  is  no  ventilation  other  than  that  which  comes 
through  the  windows  and  doors,  the  heating  facilities  are 
inadequate,  the  old  floors  are  worn  and  black  and  grimy 
in  appearance,  and  the  woodwork  has  not  been  var- 
nished for  years.  The  building  is  not  at  all  decorated, 
and  every  so  often  a  great  patch  of  plaster  falls  from 
the  ceilings.  Last  winter  a  patch  fell  from  the  ceiling 
in  the  main  room.  Fortunately  the  accident  occurred 
during  the  night  and  no  one  was  injured.  When  it  was 
discovered  that  the  falling  plaster  had  made  great  dents 
in  the  tops  of  desks  upon  which  it  fell,  the  great  danger 
to  children  was  emphasized.  During  the  summer,  a 
patch  of  plaster  fell  from  the  ceiling  in  the  cooking 
room  when  it  was  being  used  by  a  class  in  dietetics  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Red  Cross.  A  prominent 
lady  of  the  city  just  barely  escaped  being  hit  by 
it.  In  room  ten,  another  great  patch  of  plaster 
fell  from  the  ceiling  during  the  summer,  and 
had  children  been  in  the  room  no  doubt  some  would 
have  been  injured  if  not  permanently  maimed.  We  have 
no  way  of  knowing  when  more  plaster  is  liable  to  fall. 
We,  as  you  know,  prevented  further  damage  in  the  as- 
sembly room  by  putting  in  a  steel  ceiling,  but  pupils  in 
the  other  rooms  are  in  danger.  The  Washburn  School 
is  the  logical  center  of  a  district.  A  chart  platted  by 
Mr.  Greenwalt  shows  that  no  better  location  for  a 
school  exists  than  Eighth  and  Main  streets.  Something 
should  be  done  before  someone  is  injured.  If  means 
could  be  provided  to  make  the  improvements  planned 
by  the  architect,  there  would  be  no  better  school  in  the 
city  than  the  Washburn  School. 

The  halls  of  the  Jefferson  School  are  dark  and 
grimy.    Certainly  something  will  have  to  be  done  very 
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soon.  It  is  my  personal  judgment  that  if  a  state  in- 
spector were  called  into  these  buildings  each  would  be 
condemned  instanter  from  the  standpoint  of  poor  light- 
ing alone.  Certain  changes  have  been  planned  for  the 
Jefferson  School,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  have  means  for 
installing  them  very  soon. 

While  the  light  in  the  Lincoln  School  is  somewhat 
better,  the  building  is  old  and  will  have  to  be  replaced 
sooner  or  later.  Here,  too,  a  patch  of  plaster  fell  in  one 
of  the  rooms,  but  again  the  accident  happened  during 
the  night  and  no  children  were  hurt.  The  Lincoln 
School  is  a  serious  fire  risk.  The  two  main  stairways 
leading  to  the  second  floor  cross  in  the  center  of  the 
building.  A  fire  started  in  the  basement  would  soon 
make  them  inaccessible.  To  offset  this  condition  some- 
what, the  building  is  provided  with  fire  escapes  on  both 
east  and  west  sides. 

The  roof  on  the  old  Logan  School  is  in  very  bad 
state,  but  it  will  be  repaired  as  soon  as  the  annex  is  com- 
pleted, so  that  there  may  be  some  uniformity  in  the  ar- 
chitecture of  the  two  buildings.  Other  buildings  in  the 
city  are  in  better  condition,  although  it  is  necessary  to 
spend  considerable  money  in  providing  heating  appara- 
tus, painting  and  calcimine.  I  wish  we  had  more  money 
to  spend  for  paint  and  calcimine.  The  value  of  clean, 
wholesome,  bright,  cheerful  school  buildings  cannot  be 
over-estimated.  Children  respond  to  their  environment. 
It  shapes  their  life,  their  habits,  and  their  tastes.  The 
public  school  building  should  be  an  example.  The  aver- 
age child  very  early  in  life  begins  to  respect  artistic 
adornment  when  it  is  held  before  him.  Certainly  there  is 
nothing  artistic  in  some  of  the  schools  described  above. 
I  believe  that  we  should  secure  the  decorator's  advice 
when  we  are  about  to  paint  or  calcimine  a  building.  Any 
old  thing  no  longer  goes  with  the  individual  who  has  just 
completed  a  new  residence.  The  wise  home  maker  seeks 
the  advice  of  the  expert  when  it  comes  to  selecting  colors 
for  the  various  rooms  of  his  home.  When  we  are  ready 
to  decorate  a  public  school  building,  I  believe  we  should 
do  the  same  thing.  We  ought  to  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  color  of  walls  should  depend  a  great  deal  on  the 
lighting  of  the  room,  not  as  a  fad,  but  because  of  the  ef- 
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feet  upon  the  nerves  of  the  children  who  occupy  the 
room.  The  decorations  of  the  various  rooms  should 
harmonize  and  there  should  be  care  in  selecting  them. 
I  believe  that  it  is  as  much  a  part  of  our  education  as 
the  practical  things  v^hich  we  teach  children,  for  after 
all  we  are  trying  to  develop  good  citizens  and  the  world 
could  scarcely  sacrifice  those  who  have  developed  be- 
cause of  these  influences.  An  effort  has  been  made  this 
year  to  place  shrubbery  on  some  of  the  grounds  to  make 
them  appear  somewhat  more  inviting.  It  is  a  good  move. 
I  know  there  are  those  who  feel  that  it  is  a  dead  loss, 
because  children  will  not  respect  them,  and  will  destroy 
whatever  is  placed  on  the  grounds.  The  person  who  har- 
bors this  opinion  is  a  pessimist  to  say  the  least.  I  believe 
that  children  are  honest  and  honorable,  and  that  they 
like  to  see  things  in  good  shape  and  that  most  of  them 
will  make  an  extraordinary  effort  to  keep  them  thus.  I 
have  faith  in  the  children,  and  I  know  that  when  our 
school  grounds  are  provided  with  play  apparatus  and 
adorned  with  shrubbery,  the  children  who  frequent  them 
will  be  their  guardians  rather  than  their  destroyers. 

The  Lunch  Room 

During  the  year,  the  Board  of  Education  lost  a  very 
faithful  servant  in  the  death  of  Miss  Emily  Hamburger, 
who  has  been  supervisor  of  the  lunch  room  ever  since 
it  was  started,  some  ten  years  ago.  Of  even  temperament, 
good  judgment,  honesty  of  purpose,  and  fine  character, 
Miss  Hamburger  had  the  respect  and  the  good  will  of 
pupils  and  teachers  alike.  Her  earnestness  of  purpose 
impressed  old  and  young.  Her  willingness  to  accommo- 
date made  many  friends  for  her.  Her  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  pupils  and  teachers  created  the  finest  kind  of 
atmosphere,  and  her  willingness  to  give  freely  of  her 
time  to  outside  activities  made  the  lunch  room  problem 
one  of  the  easy  ones  to  administer  to.  Her  sudden 
death  was  a  great  shock  to  our  school  and  a  loss  to  the 
community. 

Her  assistant,  Miss  Marie  Schlichenmeyer,  took 
charge  of  the  lunch  room,  and  I  may  say  frankly  han- 
dled it  better  than  the  most  optimistic  could  anticipate. 
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She  has  executive  ability  and  good  judgment  and  under 
her  direction  this  feature  of  the  high  school  is  bound  to 
prosper.  Attention  is  called  to  a  financial  report  of  the 
lunch  room  which  appears  elsewhere. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  in  addition  to 
the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Employment  Bureau 
and  the  High  School  Librarian,  reports  from  Mr.  Peart, 
Supervisor  of  Manual  Training ;  Miss  Macnair,  Supervis- 
or of  Drawing;  Miss  Keith,  Supervisor  of  Music  and 
Miss  Ruddock,  Supervisor  of  Domestic  Science.  All  of 
these  departments  have  been  faithfully  and  conscientious- 
ly adminsitered  to  this  year.  The  people  whom  we  have  in 
charge  are  deserving  of  the  greatest  respect  and  con- 
fidence for  their  determination  to  administer  to  their 
various  departments  from  an  unselfish  standpoint.  We 
may  be  sure  that  the  interests  of  the  children  are  fore- 
most in  their  minds,  a  condition,  of  course,  which  is 
very  commendable. 

In  closing,  it  is  appropriate  for  me  to  acknowledge 
very  briefly  the  fine  spirit  and  support  of  the  dsitrict 
principals  who  have  been  patient  and  faithful  workers 
in  behalf  of  the  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  E.  McCORMICK. 


MANUAL  TRAINING 


Mr.  B.  E.  McCormick, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Manual  Train- 
ing Department  for  the  school  year  ending  June  15, 
1917. 

ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS 
First  Semester  1916 


Eighth  A. 

Logan    21 

Washington    15 

Hamilton    17 

Lincoln    15  68 


Eighth  B. 

Logan    49 

Washington    13 

Hamilton    21 

Lincoln    24  107 


Seventh  A. 

Logan   25 

Washington    22 

Hamilton   24 

Lincoln   11  82 


Seventh  B. 

Washington    23  23 


Total  enrollment  for  the  semester. .  280 
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ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS 
Second  Semester  1917 

Eighth  A. 

Logan    42 

Washington    13 

Hamilton    20 

Lincoln    23  98 


Eighth  B. 

Logan    22 

Washington    16 

Hamilton    25 

Lincoln    22  85 


Seventh  A. 

Logan    27 

Washington    24 

Hamilton    24 

Lincoln    16  91 


Total  attendance  for  the  semester. .  274 

The  junior  high  schools  are  now  fully  established 
and  all  doing  the  same  amount  of  work  except  at  the 
Washington,  where  the  Seventh  B  took  manual  training 
the  first  semester  only. 

The  boys  in  the  junior  high  schools  have  shown  a 
great  deal  more  interest  this  year  than  last  and  have 
been  enrolling  in  the  manual  training  classes  at  high 
school  in  large  numbers.  Fully  80%  of  the  boys  have 
taken  this  course  when  they  reached  high  school. 

ATTENDANCE  IN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

First  Semester.  Second  Semester. 

Sept.  1916.  Feb.  1917.  Total 

Freshman  Drawing  .  .  25                     11  36 

Cabinet  Making             51                    59  110 

Sophomore  Drawing.  .17                    44  61 

Pattern  Making             16                    20  36 
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12 

12 

24 

Forging   

,  10 

13 

23 

Machine  Shop  

10 

12 

22 

Adv.  Machine  Shop . . 

8 

8 

8 

10 

18 

7 

3 

10 

Mech.  Drawing  

11 

11 

156 

203 

359 

The  high  school  enrollment  increased  47  during  the 
last  semester  and  indications  point  to  a  larger  enroll- 
ment next  year,  as  about  80%  of  the  Eighth  A  boys  are 
signing  up  for  manual  training. 

We  have  had  a  very  successful  year,  due  I  believe 
to  a  corps  of  teachers  who  were  willing  to  do  their  best 
and  not  shirk  the  task  given  them. 

I  expect  a  better  year  next  year  as  the  teachers'  ex- 
perience should  make  them  more  efficient  in  every  way. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  school  was  larger  this 
year  than  ever  before  and  I  expect  it  will  gain  some  next 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  A.  PEART,  Supervisor. 


DOMESTIC  SCIENCE 


Mr.  B.  E.  McCormick, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Household  Arts  for  the  year  ending  June  15, 
1917. 

ENROLLMENT  IN  THE  GRADES 

Semester  beg.       Semester  beg. 

Sept.  4,  1916.       Jan.  29,  1917.  Total 

Seventh  B 

(Washburn)  ..25 

Seventh  A               96  69 

Eiighth  B               85  94 

Eighth  A               50  77 


256  240  496 

ENROLLMENT  IN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Semester  beg.       Semester  beg. 

Sept.  4,  1916.       Jan  29,  1917.  Total 

Cooking  I               48  38 

Cooking  II   41  55 

Millinery  I              25  26 

Millinery  II             11  23 

Sewing  I                26  20 

Sewing  II               53  54 

Sewing  III              16  19 

220  235  455 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  enrollment  in  both 
grades  and  high  school.  In  the  high  school  we  have 
been  unable  to  accommodate  many  who  wished  to  enter 
classes  in  Millinery  and  Cooking  11.  Since  the  Wash- 
burn center  was  the  only  one  in  which  it  was  possible  to 
give  the  work  in  the  Seventh  B  grade,  it  has  seemed 
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best  to  discontinue  it  in  that  grade,  thus  putting  all 
schools  upon  the  same  basis.  This  arrangement  has 
made  it  possible  for  the  teacher  at  the  Washburn  to  take 
one  class  at  the  Lincoln. 

A  new  course  in  dressmaking — an  elective  for  ad- 
vanced seniors — was,  this  year,  added  to  our  courses  in 
the  high  school.  This  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
Several  girls  made  their  own  graduation  dresses. 

The  high  school  classes  in  Cooking  II  served 
seventeen  luncheons  at  which  they  entertained  their 
mothers  and  other  guests.  Enough  money  was  raised 
by  food  sales,  etc.,  to  more  than  cover  the  cost. 

A  number  of  girls  in  the  grades  were  unable  to  buy 
the  material  for  the  garments  to  be  made  in  their  sewing 
classes.  So  far  this  has  either  been  provided  by  the 
teachers  themselves  or  paid  for  by  money  earned  by  the 
grades.  These  girls  need  the  work  and  if  a  small  sum 
could  be  appropriated  from  which  we  could  draw,  when 
necessary,  it  would  be  a  great  convenience. 

The  quality  of  the  work  done  in  both  grades  and 
high  school  has  been  very  good. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by 
pupils  in  this  department. 

Garments  Made  by  Pupils  in  the  Grades 

131  sewing  aprons. 
114  cooking  aprons. 

39  complete  sets  of  underwear  (4  garments  in  each 

set). 

97  corset  covers. 
68  night  gowns. 
9  underskirts. 
46  princess  slips. 
7  kimonas. 
11  kimonas. 

This  does  not  include  the  smaller  articles  nor  the 
work  in  mending. 

Garments,  Etc.,  Made  by  Pupils  in  the  High  School 

109  aprons. 

107  middy  blouses. 

46  sets  of  underwear  (4  garments  in  each  set). 
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5  bathing  suits. 
35  skirts. 
272  dresses. 

306  pieces  of  art  needlework. 
254  hats. 

This  does  not  include  work  in  mending. 
Sewing  for  the  Red  Cross  has  been  done  in  both 
grades  and  high  school. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Grades 


Receipts — 

Candy  sale — Hamilton    $4.18 

Candy  sale — Washburn   4.25 

Cooking  products  sold — Washburn. .    6.65  $15.08 


Expenditures — 

Silver  spoons,  2^  dozen   $13.20 

Equipment   10 

Hogan  school  supplies  55 

Materials  for  girls  in  sewing  86  $14.71 


Balance   $  .37 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
High  School 

Receipts — 

Fruit  sold   $2.99 

Cooking  products    9.55 

Candy  sale    5.88 

Breakage    9.00 

Apron  rental    4.45 

Supplies   72 

Supplies  for  luncheons   13.02  $45.61 


Expenditures — 

Supplies   $.20 

Equipment    2.35 
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Luncheons  27.58 

Silver    5.25  $37.38 

Balance   $8.23 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CAROLINE  RUDDOCK,  Supervisor. 


EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU 

B.  E.  McCormick, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  am  submitting 
the  following  report  on  the  Employment  Bureau  of  the 
high  school. 

In  the  spring  of  1915,  the  Employment  Bureau  of 
the  La  Crosse  High  School  was  organized  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick, at  that  time  principal  of  the  high  school,  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  High  School  Alumni  Association 
and  especially  of  Miss  Helen  Dorset,  its  president.  Miss 
Winifred  Forbes  acted  as  secretary  of  the  bureau  until 
June,  1915.  The  work  was  resumed  in  September,  1915, 
under  the  direction  of  the  present  secretary. 

The  founders  of  the  Employment  Bureau  knew  that 
many  students  were  earning  money  outside  of  school 
hours,  and  they  believed  that  many  others  desired  to  do 
so  often  in  order  to  remain  in  school  but  could  not  be- 
cause of  their  inability  to  find  the  job.  They  also  be- 
lieved that  many  townspeople  were  often  in  need  of  the 
services  of  a  student  but  did  not  know  how  to  find  him. 
They  were  sure  that  good  habits  of  diligence  and  thrift 
and  the  ability  to  meet  people  would  be  developed  by 
employment  outside  of  school  hours.  They  concluded, 
therefore,  that  a  labor  exchange  where  the  worker  and 
the  job  might  be  brought  together  would  be  a  desirable 
addition  to  the  high  school  activities.  This  conviction 
has  been  justified  by  the  records  of  the  work,  which  be- 
cause of  inadequate  facilities  and  lack  of  time  of  the 
secretary  are  necessarily  incomplete.  That  they  may 
not  be  misleading,  the  secretary  has  sought  to  err  rather 
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on  the  side  of  stating  amounts  earned  a  little  less  than 
the  actual  amount  earned.  The  figures  for  each  school 
year  cover  the  months  to  June  1  only ;  the  work  done 
during  the  closing  two  weeks  of  school  and  during  the 
summer  vacation  cannot  easily  be  recorded. 


Boys  &  girls.$l,200.00    $1,431.48  $231.48 

When  it  is  remembered  that  only  one  boy  earned 
$103.70  and  only  one  girl  $93.50,  that  with  the  exception 
of  these  two  none  approached  even  $50.00,  and  that  the 
larger  part  of  the  total  amount  for  1916-1917  was  earned 
by  quarters  and  half  dollars,  the  truth  that  "Many  a 
little  makes  a  nickel"  is  sustained. 

That  the  work  of  the  Employment  Bureau  is  sup- 
plementary and  is  not  discouraging  the  students'  initia- 
tive in  finding  work  is  evidenced  by  data  secured  from 
the  students  in  March,  1917.  These  showed  that  only 
27%  of  the  boys  working  and  only  24%  of  the  girls 
working  had  been  placed  by  the  secretary.  She  has  found 
that  a  large  number  of  students  who  have  been  once 
helped  to  a  job  have  thereafter  found  others  for  them- 
selves. 

In  sending  out  the  students  the  secretary  has  tried 
to  impress  on  each  one  the  desirability  of  honesty  in  the 
work  done  and  of  modesty  in  the  payment  expected. 
That  the  students  registered  with  the  Bureau  have  very 
generally  caught  the  latter  spirit  has  been  shown  by  the 
reports  that  have  come  back  from  the  employers  and 
by  the  answer  "That  would  depend  on  the  employer  and 
on  what  I  was  worth"  to  the  question,  "What  wages  do 
you  expect?"  asked  by  the  Council  of  Defense  in  regis- 
tering student  labor. 

It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  see  how  sometimes  a 
very  unimportant  task  has  led  to  a  good  permanent  posi- 
tion. A  very  trustworthy,  intelligent  boy  was  sent  to 
answer  a  call  for  a  boy  to  do  regularly  a  little  janitor 
work  about  certain  lodge  rooms  on  the  North  Side.  He 
did  the  work  so  well  that  one  of  the  lodge  members  no- 


Amt.  earned  Amt.  earned  Gain. 

1915-16.  1916-17. 
...$625.10      $911.13  $286.03 
....  574.90  520.35 


Loss 


Boys 


$54.55 


Girls 
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ticed  him  enough  to  talk  with  him  about  his  plans.  About 
three  weeks  before  the  boy  was  to  graduate  in  June,  1917, 
he  was  allowed  to  leave  school  to  take  a  position  in  the 
Burlington  offices  where  he  had  been  called  by  that 
lodge  member. 

Something  has  been  done  by  way  of  inculcatinng 
ideals  of  integrity,  dependability,  thrift,  and  true 
modesty  in  the  student  who  has  come  in  contact  with  the 
Bureau  directly  or  indirectly ;  something  has  been  done 
to  keep  the  poor  student  in  school  because  he  has  helped 
to  support  himself.  It  is  hoped  that  more  will  be  ac- 
complished when  more  time  can  be  devoted  by  the  sec- 
retary to  the  discovery  of  the  particular  needs  and  abil- 
ity of  the  student  and  to  the  securing  of  more  openings 
for  the  student  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  city.  The 
work  should  be  extended  to  the  upper  grades  so  that 
many  of  the  students  who  cannot  enter  the  high  school 
might  be  able  to  enter.  It  is  desirable,  too,  to  give  the 
work  continuity  during  the  summer  months.  This  sum- 
mer, many  boys  have  been  placed  since  school  closed  be- 
cause the  secretary  has  been  in  town  working  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  labor  committee  of  the  Council  of  Defense. 
However,  what  is  done  during  the  summer  has  generally 
been  very  inadequate  because  of  the  secretary's  inability 
to  have  definite  office  hours  and  to  devote  enough  time  to 
the  work.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNA  MASHEK,  Secretary. 


ART  DEPARTMENT 

Mr.  B.  E.  McCormick, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Sir — In  submitting  a  report  of  the  Art  De- 
partment, I  wish  to  speak  of  the  work  in  the  grades,  also 
in  the  high  school. 

The  general  aim  of  the  work  has  been  to  develop 
taste  and  appreciation  in  both  form  and  color,  as  well 
as  to  train  the  hand.  Picture  making  as  a  part  of  the  art 
work  in  the  public  schools  has  been  largely  discontinued 
and  in  its  place  work  of  a  more  practical  nature  has  been 
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substituted,  work  which  is  suited  to  the  mass,  not  a  few 
talented  individuals,  and  which  may  be  of  use  in  various 
activities  of  life,  whether  it  be  arranging  a  room,  choos- 
ing a  costume,  or  draping  a  window. 

In  looking  over  and  reviewing  the  grade  work,  I 
was  impressed  with  the  fact  that,  as  a  whole,  the  work  of 
the  primary  grades  was  of  a  somewhat  better  standard 
than  that  of  the  upper  grades.  One  or  two  facts  may 
account  for  this.  The  course  of  study  is  crowded  in  the 
upper  grades  and  the  teachers  feel  a  lack  of  time  to  ac- 
complish the  work  and  are  not  always  able  to  devote  the 
amount  of  time  allowed  in  the  course  of  study.  Another 
reason  is  that  a  large  number  of  children  have  been  pro- 
moted rapidly  during  the  past  few  years  and  this  neces- 
sarily means  that  some  of  the  art  work  is  omitted  and 
there  is  not  the  normal  development  of  manual  dexter- 
ity. However,  considering  these  facts  and  the  infrequent 
visits  of  the  supervisor  on  account  of  lack  of  time,  the 
work  has  been  quite  successful.  The  teachers  have 
shown  a  very  loyal  and  willing  spirit  and  I  feel  sure  have 
endeavored  to  make  the  work  a  success. 

The  experiment  in  Industrial  Art  Work,  including 
work  in  thin  wood,  sewing  and  basketry,  which  was  tried 
at  the  Hogan  School  was  very  successful  and  I  hope  that 
similar  work  may  be  started  in  the  other  schools  when- 
ever practicable. 

For  the  past  three  years  the  girls  in  the  7A,  8B  and 
8A  classes  have  not  had  art  work  of  any  kind.  I  feel 
that  they  should  have  work  in  design  which  is  applicable 
to  their  work  in  Domestic  Science  and  Domestic  Art. 
This  work  should  help  to  develop  taste  and  enable  them 
to  exercise  better  judgment  in  choosing  various  articles 
of  common  use  such  as  furniture,  costumes,  etc.  I  there- 
fore recommend  that  work  of  this  kind  be  introduced  and 
that  two  lessons  a  week  be  given  by  the  regular  domestic 
science  teachers,  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Art 
Department. 

The  plan  of  making  the  art  work  in  the  high  school 
elective  and  allowing  two  periods  a  day,  has  raised  the 
standard  of  the  work  very  much.  The  number  of  pupils 
taking  the  work  is  not  large,  but  I  feel  that  more  is  ac- 
complished. The  work  in  Interior  Decoration  which  was 
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started  last  year  was  continued  and  ten  weeks  devoted  to 
studying  the  principles  of  design  and  color  as  applied  to 
house  furnishing.  The  work  was  carried  on  during  the 
last  semester.  The  last  ten  weeks  were  devoted  to  vari- 
ous problems  including  stenciling.  During  the  first  sem- 
ester, a  course  was  pursued  in  Costume  Design,  study- 
ing the  principles  of  art  underlying  the  choice  of  suitable 
costumes.  This  also  covered  a  period  of  ten  weeks  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  was  spent  in  design  and  craft 
work,  including  leather  and  basketry. 

Another  feature  which  occupied  the  time  of  some 
of  the  advanced  students  during  the  last  semester  was 
the  art  for  the  Booster  Annual. 

One  new  course  was  added  to  the  work  in  the  high 
school  this  year.  The  Advanced  Dressmaking  class  was 
given  work  in  the  Art  Department  one  day  a  week.  This 
work  included  the  designing  of  waists,  a  study  of  the 
theory  of  color  and  the  designing  and  working  out  of  cos- 
tumes suitable  for  various  occasions.  It  seems  very  de- 
sirable that,  as  soon  as  possible,  work  of  this  nature  may 
be  carried  on  in  connection  with  each  course  in  Domestic 
Science  and  Domestic  Art. 

Thanking  you  for  your  hearty  co-operation  which 
has  helped  to  make  the  year  a  very  pleasant  one,  I  am 

Very  sincerely, 

SARAH  H.  MACNAIR. 


LIBRARY 

Mr.  B.  E.  McCormick, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Sir — I  wish  to  submit  this  report  of  the  High 
School  Library  for  1916-1917. 

The  circulation  of  books,  pamphlets  and  magazines 
for  the  189  days  that  school  was  in  session  was  7543. 
This  indicates  an  average  daily  circulation  of  40.  More 
books  on  History,  English  and  Civics  have  been  circu- 
lated than  on  Science,  Fine  Arts  and  Reference. 

About  250  books  have  been  brought  from  the  Pub- 
lic Library. 
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One  set  of  Encyclopedias  the  New  Internation,  (25 
volumes)  was  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
Twenty-four  books  have  been  given  by  various  teachers, 
several  have  been  sent  up  from  the  superintendent's 
office. 

Next  year,  we  hope  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the 
entire  high  school  in  the  giving  of  some  sort  of  entertain- 
ment to  raise  money  to  buy  books  for  this  library.  We 
are  badly  in  need  of  some  yearly  publication  and  more 
books  containing  short  stories,  source  material  in  his- 
tory and  new  reference  books. 

Compared  to  the  amount  of  money  invested,  our 
magazine  room  is  giving  very  adequate  service.  We  have 
more  demand  than  we  can  supply  for  the  better  class  of 
magazines  such  as  Harper's,  Atlantic  Monthly,  National 
Geographic,  Popular  Mechanics  and  Popular  Science. 
We  hope  to  have  our  subscriptions  run  for  the  entire 
year  so  that  we  may  have  reference  material  on  "im- 
portant events  during  the  summer. 

We  are  indebted  to  Miss  Mashek  for  copies  of  the 
Survey  and  Independent,  to  Mr.  McCoormick  for  the 
Journal  of  Education,  to  the  Christian  Science  Publish- 
ing Society  for  the  daily  Christian  Science  Monitor,  to 
Mr.  John  P.  Bird  for  the  Nation,  and  Wisconsin  Library 
School  for  the  Wisconsin  Library  Bulletin. 

In  my  last  quarterly  report,  I  mentioned  some  of  the 
reference  questions  that  are  looked  up  and  answered 
daily  in  this  library.  In  addition  to  the  passing  subjects, 
long  topics  and  themes  are  written  with  this  library  as 
a  basis  for  material.  Topics  for  Commercial  Law,  for 
English  History,  for  Vocational  Education  are  worked 
out  here. 

It  was  primarily  for  help  in  the  reference  depart- 
ment that  the  librarian  spent  five  hours  per  week  from 
October  to  February  this  year  in  the  Public  Library. 
Most  of  the  reference  questions  at  the  Public  Library  at 
night  come  from  the  high  school  students.  Immeasura- 
ble credit  is  due  Miss  Borreson  and  her  assistants  in  this 
branch  of  their  kindly  service.  Their  co-operation  is  un- 
limited in  scope  and  generosity  of  spirit. 

The  number  of  students  who  have  used  this  library 
during  school  hours  is  28,545.  This  is  an  increase  of  3,000 
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over  last  year.  This  does  not  count  the  teachers'  help 
nor  the  service  of  the  library  before  and  after  school. 
The  daily  average  is  151.  Practically  half  of  these  151 
have  to  have  some  help  in  their  work  in  finding  the  books 
or  magazines  or  material. 

The  Freshman  English  classes  have  each  had  two 
lessons  in  the  use  of  the  library.  The  amount  of  time 
spent  is  not  adequate.  The  librarian  hopes  to  offer  a 
course  of  ten  lessons  next  year  to  all  classes  in  school. 
However,  the  instruction  given  to  the  Freshmen  this 
year  and  to  all  of  the  classes  last  year  has  helped  many 
a  boy  and  girl  to  find  his  own  material  here  and  in  the 
Public  Library.  At  least  one  student  now  at  the  Uni- 
versity told  of  the  use  he  made  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
library  arrangement  which  he  received  here. 

The  librarian  wishes  to  express  thanks  to  Supt.  B. 
E.  McCormick  for  his  help  this  year.  She  wishes  to 
acknowledge  the  generous  co-operation  of  Prin.  S.  E. 
Tift  in  matters  of  administration.  She  especially  wishes 
to  mention  the  names  of  Miss  Heideman,  Miss  Lilly  E. 
Borreson  and  Miss  Anna  Mashek  as  persons  whose  ef- 
forts have  helped  to  make  this  a  more  successful  year  for 
the  High  School  Library  than  last. 

We  were  visited  this  year  by  Mr.  O.  S.  Rice,  State 
Inspector  of  School  Libraries.  He  found  many  points 
for  favorable  comment  here.  We  shall  endeavor  to  carry 
out  his  recommendation  for  further  means  of  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
E.  GERTRUDE  DICKENS. 


LUNCH  ROOM  REPORT 
From  July  1916  to  Junen  30,  1917 


Expenditures 

Salaries   $  871.50 

Groceries    1,256.09 

Butter  Milk,  Etc   260.68 

Meat    239.03 

Miscellaneous    757.02 
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Apparatus    13.11 


3,397.43 

Unpaid  Bills    107.14 


Total  3,504.57 
Receipts  from  July  1,  1916  to  June  30,  1917  .  . .  .$3,625.87 


Surplus    121.30 

Inventory  June  30   112.34 


Balance  at  end  of  year   233.64 


PLAYGROUNDS 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 

August  25,  1917. 

To  the  Board  of  Education. 
Gentlemen : 

The  supervisors  beg  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  City  Playgrounds.  The  Playground  course  included 
ten  full  weeks,  dating  June  18th  to  August  25th  in- 
clusive. 

The  aim  of  the  supervisors  has  been  to  change  the 
La  Crosse  Playgrounds  to  meet  modern  standards.  With 
this  end  in  view  their  main  efforts  have  been  devoted  to 
broadening  the  scope  of  the  work,  and  attempting  to 
make  the  playgrounds  a  socializing  force  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Athletic  sports,  including  all  forms  of  recreative 
games  and  field  play,  have  been  carried  on  as  heretofore 
with  considerable  emphasis  being  placed  on  such  charac- 
ter-building elements  as  fair  play,  stick-to-it-iveness  and 
team  work.  The  predominating  game  has  been  play- 
ground ball  wherein  twelve  (12)  senior  teams  and  six 
junior  teams  competed  in  their  respective  playground 
leagues.  By  so  doing  much  larger  groups  of  boys  have 
been  definitely  reached  through  their  schedule  each  week. 
Playground  Ball  was  also  a  leading  sport  with  the  girls, 
the  senior  teams  playing  an  inter-playground  league 
series  at  the  end  of  the  season.    Calesthenics  and  gym- 
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nasties  were  also  featured. 

In  the  line  of  aquatics,  the  playgrounds  have  been 
more  fortunate  than  heretofore,  having  enjoyed  the  co- 
operation of  the  City  Bath  under  Park  Superintendent 
Forrer.  Large  groups  of  girls  and  boys  have  learned  to 
swim  due  to  the  playground  facilities. 

An  entirely  new  phase  of  playground  work  which 
has  been  initiated  during  the  past  season  and  has  met 
with  universal  approval,  has  been  the  organization  of 
work  along  the  foUov/ing  lines  : 

Classes  in —  Clubs  for  : — 

1  Sewing.  1  Dramatic  Work. 

2  Crocheting.  2.  Folk  Dancing. 


6  Paper  Work. 

Story  telling  and  kite  making  and  flying  were  pop- 
ular with  large  numbers. 

The  service  rendered  by  large  numbers  of  volunteer 
teachers  has  made  the  above  program  possible.  The 
classes  and  clubs  were  conducted  by  volunteers,  seven- 
teen doing  regular  work  at  the  West  Avenue  playground, 
twelve  at  the  Hood  Street  playground,  and  twelve  at 
Copeland  Park.  Besides  these  regular  teachers,  many 
others  assisted  on  the  playgrounds  during  the  summer, 
it  being  estimated  that  five  hundred  and  three  (503) 
hours  of  volunteer  service  were  given  during  the  season. 

Much  stress  has  been  laid  on  connecting  the  home 
with  the  playground,  through  the  child.    Special  invita- 
tions to  parents  to  visit  the  playgrounds,  open  nights 
with  exhibitions  of  work,  playground  picnics,  and  so 
forth,  have  brought  the  parents  in  touch  with  the  play- 
ground work  and  the  directors. 
Six  open  nights  were  held. 
Three  Costume  Parties  were  held. 
Six  Group  Picnics  from  West  Avenue  and  Hood  St. 
Playgrounds. 

Three  Fishing  Trips  and  six  hiking  parties. 
One  large  Picnic  by  West  Avenue  Playground. 
In  line  with  the  national  situation  confronting  us 
at  this  time,  the  teaching  of  patriotism  has  been  em- 


3  Knitting. 

4  Basketry. 

5  Weaving. 


4  Camp  Fire, 

5  First  Aid. 


3  Doll  Club. 
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phasized  to  a  high  degree.  Beautiful  national  emblems 
have  been  donated  to  each  playground,  and  through  this 
medium  the  children  have  learned  as  never  before  to  re- 
spect our  flag.  Through  the  doing  of  simple  tasks  for 
the  local  chapter  of  the  Red  Cross,  many  children  were 
brought  into  close  touch  with  the  opportunities  for 
service. 

In  order  that  the  general  public  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  witness  a  review  of  the  playground  activ- 
ities carried  on  during  the  summer,  a  Play  Festival  was 
held  at  Riverside  Park  on  Friday  afternoon,  August  24. 

The  following  attendance  records  have  been  assimi- 
lated from  the  weekly  reports  of  the  directors  in  charge 


of  each  park. 

Boys  Girls 

West  Avenue. 

Boys'  Director,  Mr.  Rudolph  Gaerttner  12,481 

Girls'  Director,  Miss  Caroline  Turek.  5,565 

Hood  Street. 

Boys'  Director,  Mr.  Louis  Kulcynski.  .  12,502 
Girls'  Director,  Miss  Erna  Meinert   4,313 

Copeland  Park. 

Boys'  Director,  Mr.  Lee  Cannon   16,460 

Girls'  Director,  Miss  Eunice  Gibson.  . . .  6,605 


Totals  41,443  16,483 


Grand  Total  57,926 

Spectators 

West  Avenue    4,580 

Hood  Street    2,560 

Copeland  Park   21,150 


28,290 

$358.82  were  net  receipts  from  ice  cream  socials  held 
at  three  band  concerts  and  three  open  nights. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  M.  BELL 

Supervisor. 

JANE  M.  SCHICK 

Assistant. 
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The  directors  of  the  playground  deserve  special 
credit  for  the  success  of  the  movement  this  year.  It  is 
an  accepted  fact  that  the  public  playground  is  no  longer 
merely  a  place  for  athletic  contest.  It  is  considered  a  so- 
cial center  and  justly  so.  We  hope  that  the  start  that 
has  been  made  this  year  may  gain  impetus  next  year,  and 
that  we  will  be  able  to  provide  more  of  these  centers. 
There  are  at  least  two  more  needed,  one  in  the  extreme 
north  end  of  the  city  and  one  in  the  region  of  upper  end 
of  La  Crosse  Street.  (The  mention  of  this  matter  has 
been  made  elsewhere  in  this  report.) 

We  are  herewith  submitting  a  financial  report  of  the 
playground.  Eight  hundred  dollars  is  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  the  city  for  this  work.  Last  year,  one  girl 
attempted  to  supervise  the  south  side  playgrounds.  This 
year,  we  secured  a  girl  for  each  playground  and  an  as- 
sistant supervisor  who  took  charge  of  the  special  ac- 
tivities. The  total  cost  was  $890  for  the  season  which 
was  two  weeks  longer  than  last  year.  The  appropriation 
just  covered  our  salary  schedule  last  year.  In  order  to 
keep  within  it  this  year  it  was  planned  to  create  a  fund 
from  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  cracker  jack  during  the 
open  evening.  In  this  way,  $358.88  was  taken  in  with  a 
net  profit  of  $95.05.  From  the  statement  herewith  sub- 
mitted, it  will  be  evident  that  the  appropriation  which  is 
no  larger  than  last  year  covered  all  the  extra  activities  of 
this  season. 

Special  credit  should  be  given  to  those  people  who 
volunteered  their  services  through  the  season.  It  is  en- 
tirely appropriate  to  enumerate  them  at  this  time.  Among 
those  who  were  liberal  with  their  time  were  the  follow- 
ing: Emily  Turek,  C.  MacWillie,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Schick, 
Emily  Goetzmann,  Nora  Buest,  Helen  Herman,  Mrs.  H. 
Johnson,  Gladys  Pammel,  May  Torrance,  Hazel  Bentley, 
Lucile  Cowles,  Mrs.  Moore,  Mrs.  A.  Anderson,  Julia  Ped- 
erson,  Minnie  Franzmann,  Esther  Schnick,  Marion 
Bowen,  Myrtle  Kaeppler,  M.  Betz,  L.  Christopher,  E. 
Burghardt,  Dr.  Sara  Nimocks,  B.  Liesgang,  Elsie  Guen- 
ther,  Helen  Johnson,  Leona  Friese,  Mrs.  Schoencrt, 
Hope  Turner,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Eidam,  Miss  Buest,  Eleanore 
Edwards,  Ruth  Esch,  Eva  Hanson,  Ada  Johnson,  C. 
Wesson,  Mrs.  Kulcynski,  Eliz.  Iden,  Birdelle  Morrison, 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 


53 


Ethel  Mulder,  Edna  Byrne,  Mable  Young,  Esther  Tuttle, 
Mrs.  Bice,  Mr.  H.  Spence,  C.  Bangsberg,  Helen  Evjen, 
Buelah  Atkinson,  Harriet  Buell  and  Frances 
Marvin.  The  playground  association  is  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Manning,  Mrs.  Tabbert  and  Mrs.  Doerflinger  for  the 
gift  of  flags.  It  is  hoped  that  suitable  flag  poles  will  be 
erected  by  next  year,  so  these  flags  may  be  used  on  the 
playgrounds.  Among  thase  who  loaned  automobiles 
were  Mesdames  Stellingware,  Hauser,  Moore,  Goetz- 
mann,  Heileman,  Linker,  Linse,  Spence,  Eberhart,  Allen, 
Mulder  and  Doering.  The  Leithold  Pinano  Co.  and  Klaye 
Bros,  loaned  music,  and  Drs.  Evans,  Bannen  and  Mc- 
Garty  gave  services.  In  addition,  Miss  Grace  Edwards 
of  the  Council  of  Defense  helped  in  many  ways.  We 
assure  these  people  that  the  city  of  La  Crosse  appreciates 
their  services. 

B.  E.  M'CORMICK. 
Financial  Statement  of  the  City  Playgrounds  1917. 

Receipts 

City  Appropriation   $800.00 

Sales    358.88 

$1,158.88 

Expenditures 

Salaries   $890.00 

Supplies 

Ice  Cream  «&  Cones  $111.86 

Crackerjack    110.00 

Car  Fare    8.95 

Miscellaneous    33.02  263.83 


$1,153.83 

Balance  on  hand  5.05 


SUMMER  SCHOOL  REPORT 

The  third  annual  summer  school  of  the  City  of  La 
Crosse  opened  on  June  18th  and  closed  August  9th  after 
an  eight  week  session.  The  following  tables  will  give  a 
comparison  between  results  this  year  and  last  year.  It 
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will  be  noticed  that  the  enrollment  was  somewhat  less 
this  year,  to  be  exact  209.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the 
conditions  throughout  the  country  at  the  colleges  which 
showed  a  decrease  in  enrollment  of  from  50  to  75%.  Be- 
fore the  close  of  school,  extraordinary  efforts  were  made 
to  secure  positions  for  boys  and  girls  who  were  able  to 
work  during  summer  time  and  a  great  deal  of  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  on  them.  In  addition  to  these,  the 
economic  pressure  of  the  time,  no  doubt,  caused  a  great 
many  to  secure  positions  who  otherwise  might  have  at- 
tended school.  The  result  is  that  the  enrollment  was 
somewhat  less  than  last  year.  On  the  other  hand,  it  will 
be  observed  from  the  second  table  "Those  Who  With- 
drew Before  The  Close  of  Term,"  that  the  pupils  who 
entered  summer  school,  as  a  rule,  stayed  through  the 
season  better  this  year  than  last.  This  may  be 
due  in  part  to  the  better  weather  conditions  ex- 
isting this  year.  Special  attention  should  be  called 
to  the  number  (30)  which  withdrew  from  the 
third  and  sixth  district  as  compared  with  81  last  year. 
While  the  enrollment  in  this  district  was  somewhat  less 
this  year,  it  was  evident  that  the  attendance  was  very 
much  better.  On  account  of  the  somewhat  smaller  at- 
tendance this  year,  there  were  fewer  teachers  employed, 
there  being  37  as  compard  with  42  last.  The  salary 
schedule  for  the  summer  school  last  year  was  $4,172.38. 
It  was  $3,894.50  this  year  or  a  difference  of  $277.88  in 
favor  of  this  year. 


District  Principal  ^ 


First,  at  Normal,  Mr.  Kircher 

5 

134 

176 

42 

Second,  Mr.  Greenwalt 

6 

171 

187 

16 

Third  and  Sixth,  Mr.  Shepardson  10 

303 

406 

103 

Fifth  and  Seventh,  Mr.  Spence 

8 

242 

296 

54 

High  School,  Mr.  Tift 

8 

310 

304 

1-H  t-i  y—<  /-> 
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TOTAL  ENROLLMENT 

Boys           Girls  Total 

1917  1916    1917  1916  1917  1916 

First                          62     72      72    104  134  176 

Second                       80    101       91     86  171  187 

Third  &  Sixth           149   208     154    198  303  406 

Fifth  &  Seventh         130    157     112    140  242  296 

High  School                66     87     244   217  310  304 


Total                       487   625  673    745  1160  1369 
Withdrawn  Before  Close  of  Term 

Boys           Girls  Total 

1917  1916  1917  1916  1917  1916 

First                            24     22      21     28  45  50 

Second                           5     16      20     17  25  33 

Third  &  Sixth               16     38       14     43  30  81 

Fifth  &  Seventh  ....    40     39      42     49  82  88 

High  School                  6      9      27     20  33  29 


Total                         91    124  124    157  215  281 

No.  of  Pupils  Remaining  at  the  Close  of  Term 

Boys  Girls  Total 

1917  1916  1917  1916  1917  1916 

First                            38     50  51     76  89  126 

Second                         75     85  71     69  146  154 

Third  &  Sixth             133    169  140    152  273  321 

Fifth  &  Seventh  ... .    90    117  70     91  160  208 

High  School                 60     78  217    197  277  275 


Total                       396   499     549    585     945  1084 
Number  of  Pupils  Promoted 

1917  1916 

First                                                          35  88 

Second                                                         95  132 

Third  and  Sixth                                            101  244 

Fifth  and  Seventh                                          47  157 

High  School                                                112  103 

Total                                                       390  724 
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PRINCIPALS'  CONSOLIDATED  REPORT 
SUMMER  SCHOOL  1917 
(Including  High  School 


Boys  Girls  Total 


No.  pupils  enrolled  from  city  public 


No.   pupils  enrolled  from  parochiol 

schools                                         23       37  60 

No.  pupils  enrolled  from  other  schools     8       16  24 

Total  number  pupils  enrolled                487     673  1160 

No.  pupils  withdrawn  during  session.  .    91      124  215 

No.  pupils  remaining  at  close  of  session  396     549  945 

No  pupils  taking  one  subject   128 

No.  pupils  taking  two  subjects   923' 

No.  pupils  taking  three  subjects  (H.  S.  3)   8 

No.  that  passed  in  one  subject   200 

No.  that  passed  in  two  subjects   614 

No.  that  passed  in  three  subjects   7 

No.  that  failed  in  one  subject   151 

No.  that  failed  in  two  subjects   114 

No.  that  failed  in  three  subjects  

No.  taking  one  ''adv"  and  one  "rep"  subject  ....  108 

No.  taking  all  "adv"  subjects   655 

No.  taking  all  "rep"  subjects   231 

Total  number  of  "repeat"  credits  made   467 

Total  number  of  "adv"  credits  made   1006 

Total  number  of  "failures"  (credits)    364 

Total  number  of  pupils  that  advanced  part  of 

a  grade    427 

Total  number  of  pupils  promoted  (H.  S.  112,) 

Grades  403    390 

No.  8th  grade  graduates   9 

No.  H.  S.  graduates   13 

Aggregate  attendance    33730 

Days  of  school  (H.  S.  30)  Grades   37 

Average  daily  attendance    965 


The  school  was  under  the  general  charge  of  the  four 
district  principals  and  the  high  school  principal.  Mr. 
Spence  was  in  charge  of  the  North  Side.  At  the  Jeffer- 
son school  the  following  grades  were  given :  lA,  2B,  2A, 
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3B,  3A,  4B,  5B,  5A.  At  the  Franklin  school  the  fol- 
lowing grades  were  given :  lA,  2B,  2A,  3B,  3A,  4B,  4A, 
5B,  5A.  The  seventh  and  eighth  grade  work  was  given 
at  the  Logan  School.  The  first  district  summer  school 
was  held  at  the  normal  school  with  Mr.  Kircher  in 
charge.  It  may  be  added  here  that  Miss  Byrne  was 
transferred  from  the  north  side  to  the  normal  school  dur- 
ing the  middle  of  the  summer  school.  Mr.  Kircher  gave 
work  in  all  grades  from  the  first  up  except  5B.  Mr. 
Greenwalt  was  in  charge  of  the  second  district.  In  ad- 
dition to  seventh  and  eighth  grade  work,  the  following 
was  given:  lA,  2B,  2A,  3B,  3A,  4A,  5B,  5A,  6B  and  6A. 
There  was  school  at  the  Hogan,  Lincoln  and  Hamilton 
schools,  the  largest,  however,  being  the  Hamilton.  Be- 
ginning with  lA  work,  classes  were  organized  in  all 
grades  through  the  8A  at  the  Hamilton  School.  First 
and  second  grade  work  was  given  at  the  Lincoln  Scchool, 
and  lA,  2B,  2A,  3B  and  3 A  work  at  the  Hogan.  In  the 
high  school,  courses  were  offered  in  the  following:  Al- 
gebra I  and  II ;  History  I  and  II ;  Geometry  I  and  II ; 
American  History  and  Civics ;  Bookkeeping  III  andIV ; 
Shorthand  II,  III,  and  IV;  English  I  to  VIII  inclusive; 
Advanced  Physical  Geography,  Beginning  Physical 
Geography  and  Advanced  Physiology. 

The  last  report  given  above  is  a  consolidated  report 
for  the  whole  city.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  majority  of 
pupils  who  attended  summer  school  were  taking  ad- 
vanced subjects,  there  being  655  as  compared  to  231  who 
were  taking  "repeat"  subjects.  In  addition,  108  were 
taking  one  advanced  and  one  repeat.  It  will  be  noted 
from  the  report  that  not  all  pupils  were  promoted  in  the 
summer  school.  In  fact,  students  group  themselves  into 
at  least  three  groups,  first,  those  who  were  taking  a 
whole  grade  during  summer  school ;  second,  those  who 
were  taking  one  or  two  subjects  in  order  to  advance  part 
of  a  grade ;  third,  those  who  were  taking  one  or  two 
subjects  to  make  up  work  in  which  they  had  failed;  and 
fourth,  those  who  were  taking  review  work  to  strengthen 
themselves  in  work  already  completed.  According  to  the 
report,  390  children  were  promoted.  This  does  not  mean 
that  only  390  secured  credit.  A  large  number  of  them 
were  given  credit  in  one  or  two  subjects  and  they  will  be 
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taking  two  subjects  in  one  grade  and  two  in  another  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  There  were  nine  children  who 
were  able  to  complete  eighth  grade  work  during  summer 
school  and  thirteen  who  completed  their  high  school 
courses.  It  should  be  noted  in  passing  that  in  the  third 
and  sixth  districts,  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  pupils 
were  from  the  third  district.  There  can  be  no  further 
question  of  the  success  of  summer  school.  While  the 
attendance  this  year  was  somewhat  smaller  than  last,  it 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  conditions  and  the  summer 
school  was  no  less  successful. 


B.  E.  M'CORMICK. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
1867  to  1917 


♦J.  I.  Lyndes  1867  to  1872 

W.  W.  Jones  1867 

John  Ulrich  1867  to  1868 

1876  to  1879 
♦George  Scharpf . .  1867  to  1872 

1891  to  1896 
Mons   Anderson.  .1867  to  1869 

1872  to  1875 

W.  R.  Sill  1868  to  1871 

George  Howard..  1869  to  1871 
*Fred  Tillman. ..  .1870  to  1872 

1881  to  1890 
J.  B.  Richards....  1873 
W.  W.  Crosby....  1872  to  1873 
H.  G.  Hougen  ....  1872 
*Dr.W.A.Anderson  1872  to  1876 

1880  to  1881 
August  Steinlein..l873  to  1879 

1881  to  1886 

P.  S.  Elwell  1873  to  1878 

James  Langdon . .  1874  to  1875 
William  Grover..l874  to  1876 
*G.  C.  Hixon  1876  to  1878 

1882  to  1889 
A.  C.  Swartout...l877 

*D.  D.  McMillan..  1877  to  1880 

John  Paul  1879 

Thomas  Servis . . .  1878  to  1879 
Robert  Morris. ..  .1879 

1884  to  1885 
1888  to  1889 

S.  S.  Burton  1880  to  1888 

P.  M.  Plumb  1881 

John  Pamperin. .  .1882  to  1887 

C.  W.  Bunn  1882  to  1885 

J.  C.  Morrison....  1882  to  1883 
Willis  L.  Osbornel886  to  1890 

L.   Coren  1886  to  1887 

C.  H.  Marquardt..l887  to  1890 
*W.  L.  Crosby....  1889  to  1891 
S.  H.'  Russell  1889  to  1890 


*David  Austin. . . .  1890  to  1895 

John   Dunlap  1890  to  1891 

F  H  Bloomingdalel891  to  1892 
Thomas  C.  Doddsl891  to  1892 

H.  F.  Runge  1891  to  1894 

*0.  G.  Winters...  1892  to  1899 

G.  McAlillan  1893  to  1896 

A.  Strauss  1893  to  1896 

H.  J.  Beckwith....l894 

John  F.  Russell..  1892  to  1893 
1895  to  1897 

E.  T.  Mueller  1895  to  1900 

*J.  J.  Fruit  1896  to  1900 

*P.  W.  Mahoney..l897  to  1903 

E.  G.  Perkins  1897  to  1899 

Edward  Seielstad.  1897 

C.  L.  Borresen ....  1898  to  1899 
*William  Luening  1898 
Dr.  Oscar  Houck.1898  to  1902 
A.  Hirshheimer. .  .1899  to  1904 
S.  Y.  Hyde  1900  to  1902 

F.  H.  Hankerson.  .1901 

Dr.  Ed.  Evans....  1901  to  1907 

Henry  Gund  1902  to  1906 

J.  J.  Durland  1903  to  1909 

Tames   McCord. . .  1903  to  1904 

C.  L.  Lien   1904 

George  H.  Ray...  1905  to  1910 

Otto  Loeffler  1905  to  1909 

L.  F.  Easton  1907 

Orlando  Holway..l908  to  1912 
W.  L.  Joosten....l910 

John  Streeter  1910  to  1913 

H.  K.  Holley  ....1911 
A.  H.  Schubert... 1911  to  1912 
H.  J.  Hirshheimerl913  to  1915 
J.  B.  Murray  ....1913 

R.  B.  Dowry  1914  to  1915 

John   Mulder  1916  to  1917 

Joseph  C.Wolford  1916 


'  *  Presidents 


HIGH  SCHOOL 


Class  of  June,  1917 


Albert,  Kuno  O. 

Argall,  James  R.  3^YSS- 

Bartbeld,  Leslie  P. 

Bedessen,  Marvel  T. 
*3Y— Birkelo,  Selmer  3HYS- 
3YS— Bleakley,  Ella  C. 

Bleakley,  Norman  F. 

Boyle,  Vilas 

Brindley,  John  W. 

Buchanan,  Howard 

Burroughs  Frank  S. 

Cowles,  Lucile 

Cameron,  Beachard 
Christianson,  Maud  B  3^YS- 

Coady,  Isabelle  A. 

Dalton,  Margery  Rae 

Davidson,  Norman  C.  3Y- 

Denney,  Arthur  C. 

Eddy,  Annette  W. 

Evans,   Beatrice  35^YS- 

Evjen,  Randolph  M. 

Eggert,  Mabelle  M. 

Farnum,  Mary 

Feinberg,  Benjamin 

Flanagan,  Gertrude  . 
3YSS— Getts,  Hazel 

Guenther,  Elsie  F. 

Gittens,  Margaret  M. 
3YSS— Haebich,  Kathyrn  A. 

Hanson,  Matilda  G. 
3YSS— Harley,  Marillian  **— 

Harrier,  Edna  R. 
3YSS— Harris,  Grant  3r^YS- 

Harrison,Gertrude  L.  3>4YSS- 

Heyerdahl,  Marg.  H. 
3HYSS— Jacobs,  William  F. 

Jansky,  George  W. 
3YSS — Johnson,  Oscar 

Johnson,  Russell  C. 

Jost,  Lavinia 
3J/2YSS — Kenney,  Frances  A. 

Kent,  Doris  May  3HYSS— 

Kerz,  Ruth  Eleanor 

Kanard,   Leonard  J. 

Kimball,  Harry  F. 

Kinnear,  Kenneth  M. 


Hutchinson,  Howard 
-Lueth,  Ethel  M. 
Lyden,  Donald 
Lyons,  Edward  E, 
-Mach,  Roland  F. 
Marvin,  Mae 
Miller,  Julius 
Molzahn,  George  F. 
Moore,  Irene  E. 
Moran,  Earl  P. 
Newman,  Vera  G. 
Nichols,  Fern  Marie 
Oakes,  Edna  Marion 
-Obriecht,  Arthur  M. 
Owen,  Leila  B. 
Packman,  Harry  W. 
-Pagel,  Armin 
Pederson,  Pearl  H. 
Peterson,  Mark  A. 
-Roche,  Joseph  E. 
Sanders,  John  A. 
Schultz,  Robert 
Scofield,  Harriet  L. 
Schick,  Lincoln  G. 
Seitz,  Ferdinand  V. 
Shorey,  Marie  J. 
Skaar,  Marguerite  S. 
Smith,  Henry  L. 
Smith,  Mildred  G. 
Solie,  Arthur 
Spence,  Ralph 
Stangl,  Malinda  A. 
Stavrum,  Margaret 
Storkerson,  Lucile  M. 
Swennes,  Aolph  C. 
Taggert,  Vivian  P. 
Tausche,  M.  Louise 
Rogers,  Vivian  S. 
Wendling,  Amelia  C. 
Wesson,  Katherine 
Wheeler,  Louis  L. 
White,  Ben  C. 
White,  Ella  Mildred 
White,  Iva  Eugenia 
Wilhelm,  Marguerite 
Wolf,  Ethel  Louise 
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Kleinsmith,  Marie  J. 
3HYSS — Knudsen,  Johanna  I. 
3YSS— Kolb  Frieda  C. 

Krismer,  Helen  M. 
Larkin,  Norine  L. 
Lauman,  Edna  Irene 
Leisgang,  Barbara 
Limoseth,  Orlando  B. 
3J^Y — Liscovec,  Joseph  J. 
Loeffler,  Vila  L. 


3^YSS— Wolters,  Herrbert  H. 

Worman,   Hazel  G. 

Worth,  Alice  L. 

Worthingham,  Ferne 

Verket,  Helen 

Yerly,  Leona 

Zust,  Lawrence 
3>4YSS— Zoellner,  Irene  H. 

Weeks,  Russell  B. 


Summer  Class  of  1916 


**3>^YS  Baum,  Walter 
3YSS        Brandenberg,  W. 
*3YSS       Dickens,  Thomas 
3YS  Evans,  Edward 

Faas,  Evelyn 
Heggy,  Glen 


Kelly,  Aloysius 
Kelly,  Margaret 
3YSS        Newman,  Edna 
3YSS        Wanner,  Kathryn 

Webber,  George 
3HYS       White,  Eloise 


Class  of  February,  1917 


Bangsberg,  Oranda 
Berg,  Walter 

3i^Y       Blatter,  Rudolph 

*  Bunge,  George 

Capellan,  Eda 

3HY      Davis,  Charlotte 
Dawson,  Harriett 

3^YSS  Dickinson,  David 
Doyle,  Agnes 

3^YSS  Esch,  Ruth 

Felber,  Magdaline 
Figgie,  Wilfred 

3YSS     Franzmann,  Minnie 
Gayman,  Blanche 

3^Y      Gillespie,  John 

3YSS     Gorder,  Arne 

Gruenzner,  Norman 
Hadgraft,  Ray 
Hardy,  Cora 
Layman,  Fred 


3^YSS 
3KYSS 

3>1YSS 
** 

**YSS 

**YSS 

3^Y 

3j^Y 

3^YSS 


McCabe,  Susan 
Muldowney,  Sylvester 
Nathanson,  Annie 
Newburg,  Edith 
Nordby,  Rosa 
Pammel,  Gladys 
Poehling,  Viola 
Schoen,  Ludwig 
Schweizer,  Gretchen 
Spettel,  Frank 
Stevens,  Edith 
Suhling,  August 
Thiel,  Elmer 
Thompson,  Russel 
Turek,  Caroline 
Volz,  Marie 
Wiesehuegel,  Erwin 
Leinfelder,  Cyril 
Robinson,  Myrtle 


Y — Years  in  High  School. 

S — Plus  one  summer  school. 
SS — Plus  two  summer  schools. 

* — First  Honors  Mid-Year  Class. 
** — Second  Honors  Mid-Year  Class. 
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Summer  Class,  1917 

Marshall  W.  Cohen  Esther  Molzahn 

Wm.  Cycmaniak  David  Monsoor 

Henry  Engler  Sophia  Papenfuss 

George  Guggenbuehl  Irene  Schroeder 

Bert  E.  Johnson  Ann  Schwanzle 

Marjorie  Kerr  Grace  Williams 
Edward  Mannix 


GRADUATES  FROM  THE  GRADE,  1916-17 


WASHBURN  SCHOOL— 8A  GRADUATES 
February,  1917 


Harold  Ahrens 
Marcelite  Farley 
Harold  Kniebusch 
Albert  Levy 
John  Lord 
Edna  Lufrie 
Adolph  Nathanson 


Viola  Rae 
Lloyd  Stein 
Martin  Skaar 
William  Voss 
Walter  Webster 
Joseph  Wehrer 
Oliver  Young 


Clarence  Aughey 
Arthur  Blinston 
Leo  Brague 
Agatha  Brugger 
Susie  Carleton 
Jessie  Chase 
Irma  Dahl 
Timothy  Dalton 
Gretel  Davis 
Velma  Davis 
Vergie  Davis 


June,  1917 

Leo  Fischer 
Irene  Freimark 
Gertrude  Gardner 
Ernest  Kaeppler 
Josephine  Knutson 
Emmet  Lyons 
Elmer  Low 
Earl  Netwal 
Iva  Rybold 
Lynn  Stacey 
George  Stephens 
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LINCOLN  SCHOOL— 8A  GRADUATES 


February,  1917 


Russell  Baumann 
Muriel  Benrud 
Dorothy  Dow 
John  Esch 
Myrtle  Holy 
Dean  Kidder 
Donald  Kimball 
Willis  Major 
Glenn  Murrie 
Clementine  Nedvidek 


Harold  Bangsberg 
Alonzo  Cohen 
Hortense  Frizzell 
Dorothy  Hansen 
Samuel  Kaar 
Mildrel  Kalbakken 
Gregory  Kelly 


Silas  Nelson 
Arthur  Peterson 
Lillian  Peterson 
Louisa  Reichert 
Olive  Replogle 
Agnes  Strand 
Wesley  Wilhelm 
Robert  Wilhelm 
Robert  Zust 


June,  1917 


Norton  Midtlien 
Richard  Schnell 
William  Smith 
Edna  Thomas 
Elsie  Thompson 
Robert  Jenks 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 
1917 

Rosslyn  Burritt  Samuel  Lewis 

Edward  Chitel  Gladys  Moevs 

Gladice  Hilliker  Lorenz  Ristow 

Grace  Kachel  Marie  Vercota 


LOGAN  SCHOOL— 8A  GRADUATES 
February,  1917 


Arvid  Ahlstrom 
Beulah  Atkinson 
Esther  Bollrud 
Hazael  Curry 
Grant  Hammersberg 
Roswelle  Hammersberg 
Lottie  Hiscox 
Harold  Jensen 
Anna  Jensen 
Evelyn  Knutson 
Frances  Marvin 
Vira  Merwin 
Orville  Mikkelberg 
Milton  Munkeby 
Beatrice  Nutting 


Willard  Osterhout 
Raymond  Pederson 
Tilma  Pederson 
Carl  Rathke 
Harry  Redpath 
Viola  Scheel 
Helga  Schclvan 
Olive  Sederholm 
Roy  Smith 
Helen  Snyder 
Katherine  Sokolik 
Arnold  Thompson 
Merrett  Wagner 
Alice  Wedeking 
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Thomas  Arbogast 
Goodwin  Bangsberg 
Agnes  Bonner 
John  Breuer 
Ruth  Burmaster 
Mabel  Chalsma 
Ever  Christenson 
Blanche  Devine 
John  Downs 
Melvin  Erickson 
Edith  Falk 
Beatrice  Foley 
Oscar  Hauge 
Adeline  Hauser 
Ernest  Heinke 
Arvilla  Hilbert 
Morris  Hoff 
Lawrence  Hole 
Morris  Hoff 
Reed  Horder 
Clara  Johnson 
George  Johnson 
Malvin  Johnson 
Ernest  Jost 
Norris  Julesberg 
Earl  Knutson 
Borge  Lee 


une,  1917 

Silas  Leveraus 
Reinhard  Lunke 
Lynn  Marshall 
Hermina  Mayer 
Agnes  McGonegal 
Earl  Moe 
Jorena  Moss 
Or  by  Moss 
Eldon  Mulder 
Ruth  Munson 
Henry  Nein 
Clarence  Newcomb 
Florence  Olmsted 
Elizabeth  Osterhout 
Cobert  Ott 
Irene  Pederson 
Roy  Pendergast 
Olive  Phelps 
Chester  Sheely 
Raymond  Sletten 
Leonard  Smith 
Lihle  Tabbert 
Howard  Temte 
Nekolie  Wekseth 
Kenneth  White 
Ralph  Yehle 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 
1917 

Hermina  Mayer  Esther  Hyde 


HAMILTON 


Leota  K.  Bell 
Arthur  O.  Bendel 
Jerry  Drudick 
Otto  Drudick 
Otto  Erickson 
Ruth  Esperseth 
Earl  Ginskey 
Edwin  Howard 
Clarence  Kachel 
Walter  Lamprick 


SCHOOL— 8A  GRADUATES 
February,  1917 

Margaret  Larson 
Edward  Leisgang 
Robert  MacPhetridge 
Helen  Muth 
Gordon  Ridgeway 
John  Schwartz 
Alma  Showin 
Theodore  Strehl 
George  Strombeck 
Joseph  Wolf 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 
June,  1917 


Jerome  Baker 
Lyle  Barnes 
Ralph  Berger 
Stanley  Bernet 
Anthony  Bruha 
Richard  Collins 
Mildred  Duerwachter 
Cora  Erickson 
Walter  Flueck 
Cecilie  Forseth 
Emma  Hanson 
Henrietta  Heileman 
Alder  Hogan 


Carl  Kaeppler 
Earl  Krause 
Ronald  Ledegar 
Rolland  Mabie 
Earl  Olson 
Florence  Schnell 
Harold  Schroeder 
Lois  Senn 
William  Stellick 
Frieda  Strehl 
William  Turek 
Juanita  Wells 
Edgar  Zenker 


WASHINGTON  SCHOOL— 8A  GRADUATES 
February,  1917 


Esther  Anderson 
Ethel  Brown 
Oscar  Johnson 


Norman  Bakkum 
Seville  Bean 
Webster  Cameron 
William  Chisholm 
Bernard  Feinberg 
Max  Feinberg 
Louis  Gautsch 
Mildred  Gilbert 
Bernice  Groth 


Esther  Limoseth 
Edgar  Stokke 


June,  1917 


Walter  Holz 
Oscar  Katz 
Jane  Keyes 
La  Violette  Ledegar 
Walter  Molzahn 
Doris  Niemeyer 
Gladys  Olson 
Forrest  Russell 
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LA  CROSSE.  WISCONSIN 


FOR 


THE  YEAR  1916-1917 


BOARD  OF  INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION 


For  1916-1917 

Jos.  B.  Funke  Pres.  Jos.  B.  Funke  Candy  Co. 

John  Rusche.  .Foreman  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Machine  Shop 
Louis  C.  Hirshheimer.  .Secretary  La  Crosse  Plow  Works 
Adolph  A.  Schroeder. Chief  Engineer  Gund  Brwg.  Co. 

B.  E.  McCormick,  Sec  Superintendent  City  Schools 

Warren  E.  Hicks .  .  State  Asst.  for  Industrial  Education 
Frank  L.Glynn,  Sec. State  Board  of  Industrial  Education 

OFFICERS 

JOS.  B.  FUNKE  President 

B.  E.  McCORMICK   .  .Secretary 

JOHN  B.  COLEMAN   Director  of  Schools 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Instruction — J.  B.  Funke,  J.  Rusche,  B.  E.  McCor- 
mick. , 

Building  and  Equipment — L.  C.  Hirshheimer,  J. 
Rusche,  A.  A.  Schroeder. 

Finance — A.  A.  Schroeder,  J.  B.  Funke,  L.  C.  Hirsh- 
heimer. 

Board  Meeting  Night — First  Tuesday  of  Each 
Month,  7  :30  P.  M.,  at  the  High  School. 


THE  DIRECTOR'S  REPORT 


La  Crosse,  Wis.,  July  3,  1917. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Industrial  Education: 

Gentlemen :  In  accordance  with  your  rules  I  take 
pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  of  the  Day 
and  Evening  Continuation  Schools  for  the  year  ending 
June  22,  1917. 

The  Day  School  opened  on  Sept.  5,  1916,  with  an 
enrollment  of  228  students.  The  boys  were  given  classes 
in  woodworking  and  academic  work,  and  the  girls  sew- 
ing, cooking,  and  academic  work,  all  classes  meeting  in 
the  Longfellow  School  Building,  corner  of  Sixth  and 
Vine  streets. 

Previous  to  this  year  the  boys  and  girls  united  into 
one  class  to  receive  their  academic  instruction.  Our 
first  task  this  year  was  to  segregate  the  boys  from  the 
girls  for  all  phases  of  academic  instruction. 

Because  of  an  inadequate  system  of  records  we  were 
greatly  handicapped  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 
A  stenographer  was  hired  to  handle  this  work,  and  the 
proper  funds  made  available  so  that  a  card  system  was 
installed,  and  we  feel  at  present  that  the  school  records 
are  in  excellent  condition. 

The  next  step  taken  proved  very  interesting.  By 
careful  study  we  found  that  although  we  had  about  228 
students  enrolled  that  there  were  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  500  people  in  the  city  who  should  be 
attending  our  school.  Through  the  excellent  co-opera- 
tion of  Judge  John  Brindley,  the  district  attorney,  postal 
cards,  ward  school  principals,  instructors,  and  the  truant 
officer,  we  started  an  active  **clean  up"  campaign  with 
the  result  that  we  now  have  an  enrollment  of  536  stu- 
dents. This  you  will  notice  shows  an  increase  of  more 
than  100%.  I  might  say  in  connection  with  this  that  in 
our  *'clean  up"  campaign  we  were  brought  face  to  face 
with  some  startling  facts  concerning  non-enforcement  of 
the  child  labor  laws,  which  proved  to  be  in  existance 
only  because  of  people's  ignorance  of  these  laws.  I 
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want  also  to  say  that  I  never  hope  to  have  more  cour- 
teous treatment  than  that  which  I  have  received  and  am 
receiving  at  the  hands  of  the  employers  of  child  labor  in 
the  city  of  La  Crosse.  These  things  had  never  been 
brought  home  to  them,  and  they,  being  busy  in  their 
various  industries,  could  not  be  expected  to  be  very  well 
informed  concerning  our  work. 

After  the  ''clean  up"  campaign  we  kept  our  records 
clear  by  the  following  method  of  procedure :  When  a 
child  wishes  a  permit  he  goes  to  Judge  Brindley  and  gets 
his  application  blank  which  he  takes  to  the  principal  of 
the  last  school  that  he  attended.  After  signing  this  appli- 
cation the  principal  fills  in  blank  spaces  on  a  printed 
post  card,  which  is  furnished  by  us.  On  this  card  he 
states  the  child's  name,  age,  address,  grade  finished  in 
school  and  for  whom  he  is  to  work.  The  child  then  goes 
to  the  judge  for  his  permit  and  is  informed  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  he  should  report  immediately  at 
the  school  (which  by  the  way  is  but  three  blocks  away) 
so  that  he  can  be  informed  regarding  what  day  he  is  to 
attend.  In  this  way  we  get  the  child  immediately  and  he 
is  enrolled  in  our  school  before  he  starts  to  work.  Our 
stenographer  gets  the  applications  from  the  Judge's  of- 
fice often,  and  by  special  arrangements  we  were  able  to 
get  the  clerk,  who  issues  the  permits  for  the  Judge,  to 
write  on  each  application  the  date  on  which  the  permit 
was  issued. 

Feeling  that  our  boys  were  not  receiving  instruction 
in  as  many  phases  of  work  as  they  should,  we  next  pro- 
ceeded to  get  an  idea  regarding  the  kind  of  work  for 
which  there  was  a  demand.  In  order  to  get  some  idea 
about  the  work  in  which  our  boys  were  interested,  we 
furnished  each  one  with  the  following  blank  form : 

Name  .  

At  what  trade  do  you  expect  to  work  when  you  are 

older?  

If  you  could  have  your  choice  of  working  at  any  of 
the  following  kinds  of  work  while  here  in  school,  which 
would  you  choose?    Remember  you  want  to  learn  some- 


EVENING  CLASS  IN  ENGLISH  FOR  FOREIGNERS 


The 


iY 


77 


thing  that  will  help  you  earn  a  living  when  you  are 
older. 

Machine  Shop   Carpentry   

Forge  Shop   Electricity  

Wood  Turning   Cabinetmaking   

Commercial  Work   Auto  Mechanics  

Drafting   ,  Telegraphy  

Painting   

Signify  your  first  and  second  choice. 
Following  are  the  results  received  from  this  survey : 
We  found  that  machine  shop  was  the  first  choice  of  39 
boys  and  the  second  choice  of  21  boys ;  no  boy  selected 
woodturning-,  cabinetmaking,  or  painting  as  his  first 
choice ;  22  boys  selected  electricity  for  a  first  choice,  and 
21  for  their  second  choice;  31  boys  wanted  commercial 
work ;  24  boys  selected  auto  mechanics  for  their  first 
choice,  while  25  selected  it  for  their  second  choice.  This 
information  furnished  the  needed  ''body  blow"  to  wood- 
working in  our  schools.  With  this  information  in  hand 
we  consulted  the  Board  and  a  machine  shop  teacher  was 
hired.  The  High  School  machine  shop  was  turned  over 
to  us  for  afternoon  use.  We  installed  electrical  equip- 
ment, organized  commercial  classes,  etc.,  so  that  now  we 
have  the  following  program  in  the  boys'  department : 


A.  M.  P.  M. 

Monday  Carpentry  Machine  Shop 

Tuesday  Commercial  Work  Machine  Shop 

Wednesday  Electrical  Work  Machine  Shop 

Thursday  Electrical  Work  Machine  Shop 

Friday  Cabinetmaking  Machine  Shop 


Our  boys  now  regard  the  school  in  a  different  man- 
ner and  the  results  are  incommensurable  with  those  at- 
tained heretofore. 

In  the  girls'  department  a  similar  survey  was  made 
and  as  a  result  we  added  to  the  sewing  and  cooking, 
commercial  work,  some  millinery,  and  a  course  in  home- 
making.  The  fact  that  pleased  me  most  concerning  the 
survey  was  that  there  was  a  great  demand  for  home- 
making.  This  work  was  explained  to  the  girls  in  de- 
tail, and  they  were  given  to  understand  that  scrubbing 
floors  scientifically  required  brains,  and  that  should  they 
desire  to  take  up  this  work  they  would  be  required  to 
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scrub  floors,  wash  windows,  launder  curtains,  paint 
chairs,  scrub  woodwork,  etc.  At  present  the  majority  of 
our  girls  are  enrolling  in  homemaking  classes. 

In  the  woodworking  department  the  boys  made 
varied  objects,  but  each  boy  was  required  to  make  a 
bird  house  and  a  fly  trap.  The  boys  who  did  machine 
shop  work  made  the  following  projects :  Angle  irons, 
door  hasps,  foot  scrapers,  shelf  brackets,  and  luggage 
carriers.  Every  boy  who  completed  the  before  men- 
tioned projects  was  given  instruction  in  lathe  and  planer 
work. 

Credit  is  due  the  boys  for  the  many  improvements 
they  made  in  the  Longfellow  building  this  year.  They 
decorated  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  kitchen  and  pantry, 
painted  the  large  kitchen  tables,  overhauled  the  work 
benches  in  the  wood  working  room,  and  made  innumer- 
able useful  articles  and  repairs  for  the  school  such  as  a 
cold  box  for  the  kitchen  and  a  fitting  room  for  the  sew- 
ing department. 

In  academic  work  the  boys  were  instructed  indi- 
vidually and  in  groups.  English,  Citizenship,  Hygiene, 
Safety,  Mechanical  Drawing  and  Arithmetic  were  the 
academic  subjects  covered  by  all  boys. 

In  sewing  a  total  of  567  pieces  have  been  made 
during  the  year.  The  majority  of  garments  being  articles 
of  wearing  apparel,  such  as  middy  blouses,  waists,  skirts 
and  aprons  for  the  girls  themselves.  During  the  sewing 
period  every  girl  was  required  to  sew,  whether  she  had 
material  which  belonged  to  herself  or  to  the  school.  In 
cases  where  pupils  failed  to  bring  materials  to  sew  upon 
they  were  required  to  make  articles  which  could  be  used 
by  the  school  or  sold  for  the  cost  of  the  material  used. 

In  the  cooking  classes  this  year  the  work  has  been 
made  practical  in  every  respect.  The  girls  have  been 
taught  how  to  do  cooking  such  as  is  required  in  the 
average  home,  with  the  average  raw  material  and  under 
the  average  conditions.  In  connection  with  the  work 
in  cooking  all  girls  have  been  given  a  course  in  home- 
making  which  included  scrubbing,  sweeping,  dusting, 
care  of  the  house,  laundering,  etc.  All  the  laundering 
for  the  school  has  been  done  by  the  girls  and  their 
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kitchen  has  required  no  outside  help  to  keep  it  in  a  sani- 
tary and  clean  condition. 

Work  in  Reading-,  Arithmetic  and  practical  English 
with  the  addition  of  lessons  in  Health,  Hygiene,  Current 
Events,  and  Civics  have  been  given  the  girls  for  their 
academic  work.  The  last  two  weeks  of  the  girls'  time 
were  devoted  to  Red  Cross  work.  During  this  time  the 
girls  made  bed  sheets  for  the  local  Red  Cross  organiza- 
tion. 

DAY  SCHOOL  INSTRUCTORS 


Mr.  John  B.  Coleman  .  . 
Miss  Josephine  Mahoney 

Mr.  A.  J.  Engelhard  

Mr.  H.  E.  F.  Schurz  .  . . 
Mr.  C.  C.  Winn   


Miss  Aileen  Henry 
Mr.  A.  Engelhard 


 Director 

Assistant  for  Girls 
.Assistant  for  Boys 

 Shop  Work 

.Commercial  Work 

 Stenographer 

 Janitor 


EVENING  SCHOOL 

The  Evening  School  started  on  Oct.  9.  Students  were 
given  one  week  during  which  to  enroll  at  the  central 
office.  Two  weeks  previous  to  the  week  of  enrollment, 
an  extensive  campaign  was  carried  on.  The  following 
methods  of  advertising  were  used:  Circular  letters,  ex- 
hibits, newspaper  write  ups,  posters,  postal  cards,  tele- 
phone messages,  personal  interviews,  and  talks  were 
given  at  the  social  gatherings.  It  was  decided  that  the 
La  Crosse  Continuation  School  would  require  a  one  dol- 
lar enrollment  fee  which  was  to  be  returned  at  the  close 
of  the  Evening  School,  providing  a  75%  of  attendance 
had  been  attained.  A  great  majority  of  the  students 
enrolled  during  the  first  week  and  the  public  was  then 
informed  that  from  that  time  on  the  various  teachers 
in  each  of  the  three  buildings  would  be  pleased  to  enroll 
them  in  classes.  They  were  also  informed  that  classes 
would  be  started  in  any  subject  for  which  ten  persons 
made  application. 

The  Evening  School  opened  with  an  enrollment  of 
609  students  and  the  following  subjects  were  taught : 
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Cooking. 
Dressmaking". 
Mechanical  Drawing. 
English  for  Foreigners. 
Millinery. 


Shorthand  &  Typewriting. 
Arith.  and  Penmanship. 
Common  School  Branches. 
Machine  Shop  &  Forging. 
Cabinetmaking. 


Bus.  Eng.  and  Correspond-     Physical  Education. 


That  is,  during  the  first  month  classes  were  offered 
in  fifteen  subjects  and  twenty-seven  teachers  were  em- 
ployed. During  the  year  enrollment  has  grown  to  1,533 
students  who  have  been  offered  instruction  in  twenty- 
five  different  subjects.  Throughout  the  entire  year  we 
have  had  on  enrollment  more  than  twice  as  many  stu- 
dents as  were  enrolled  in  the  Evening  School  during 
any  year  previous  to  this.  We  feel  that  we  have  at- 
tained these  results  in  the  following  ways:  1.  Quarter- 
stand  posters  were  placed  in  store  windows  and  in  other 
public  places.  2.  Talks  were  given  at  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce meetings,  church  socials,  the  Trade  and  Labor 
Council  meetings,  and  at  a  mass  meeting  held  for  the 
purpose  of  stimulating  Evening  School  attendance. 
3.  Teachers  w^ho  had  taught  in  the  Evening  School  in 
the  past  made  calls  upon  their  old  students  and  their 
friends,  or  telephoned  to  them  informing  them  that  we 
would  be  pleased  to  have  them  join  our  classes  again 
this  year.  4.  Post  cards  were  sent  to  persons  whom  we 
thought  might  be  interested  in  our  work.  5.  Heads  of 
the  factories  were  consulted  and  in  every  case  these  men 
saw  that  their  employes  were  told  about  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  attending  Evening  Schools.  6.  Instruc- 
tors were  allowed  to  attend  various  departments  in  the 
factories,  telling  the  employes  about  certain  classes  in 
which  they  might  be  interested  and  extending  to  them 
cordial  invitations  to  visit  our  classes,  and  if  interested 
to  enroll.  7.  Evening  School  notes  were  published  in 
the  local  papers  from  time  to  time.  8.  Circulars  giving 
complete  information  concerning  our  Evening  School 
were  handed  to  all'  persons  attending  our  exhibit  at  the 
fair  grounds.  9.  Immediately  after  the  holidays  when 
there  was  a  little  slump  in  our  attendance  we  had  2,000 


ence. 

Bookkeeping  and  Penman- 
ship. 


Dietetics. 

Spanish. 


TYPEWRITING  CLASS,  EVENING  SCHOOL 
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dodgers  printed  and  these  we  distributed  with  the  pay- 
roll in  each  of  the  factories  of  the  city.  We  figured  up 
the  benefits  derived  from  the  distribution  of  these 
dodgers  and  found  that  the  immediate  results  had  shown 
that  each  one  of  the  students  enrolled  through  them 
cost  us  less  than  one  cent.  Through  this  method  we  ob- 
tained our  very  best  results.  10.  All  students  attending 
our  classes  were  given  certificates  of  attendance  and 
work.  These  certificates  are  very  popular  and  we  find 
that  there  is  a  great  demand  for  them.  Employers  of 
labor  have  already  promised  us  that  they  will  recognize 
these  certificates  as  showing  added  qualifications  of  their 
employes. 

Allow  me  to  give  you  some  information  concerning 
some  of  our  most  popular  classes.  We  had  six  classes 
in  cooking-,  and  all  but  one  of  these  classes  was  using 
the  meal  plan,  i.  e.,  the  class  met  at  6:15  o'clock  and 
each  girl,  or  team  of  girls  prepared  a  meal.  This  scheme 
proved  exceptionally  interesting  and  instructive  and  can 
be  carried  on  with  very  small  additional  expense.  Shortly 
after  Christmas  the  superintendent  of  the  La  Crosse 
Telephone  company  called  me  over  to  his  office  and 
showed  me  where  they  were  going  to  equip  a  kitchen 
so  that  their  operators  might  be  taught  cooking.  He 
asked  me  to  estimate  the  approximate  cost.  After  ex- 
plaining to  him  that  we  would  be  pleased  to  be  given  a 
chance  to  instruct  these  girls  in  our  schools  he  very 
gladly  abandoned  his  plans  for  equipping  a  kitchen,  and 
forty-one  telephone  operators  are  now  taking  instruc- 
tion in  the  La  Crosse  Continuation  Schools. 

Some  of  our  special  classes,  i.  e.,  those  that  recited 
in  the  afternoon  were  classes  in  Dietetics,  Chemistry, 
and  Dressmaking.  The  classes  in  Dietetics  and  Chemis- 
try were  attended  mostly  by  nurses  from  the  various  hos- 
pitals. The  afternoon  Dressmaking  class  was  started  so 
that  women  with  families,  that  could  not  be  left  alone  at 
night,  might  be  able  to  get  our  instruction.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  class  were  urged  to  take  special  instruction 
in  remodeling  and  repairing  of  older  garments  and  were 
also  given  all  kinds  of  plain  sewing  to  do. 

Another  very  interesting  class  was  the  one  in  Gar- 
dening which  was  conducted  by  the  manager  of  one  of 
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the  largest  floral  companies  in  the  city,  a  man  of  excep- 
tional ability  and  experience.  Printed  post  cards  giving 
the  title  of  each  subject  that  was  to  be  discussed  and  the 
dates  on  which  the  class  was  to  be  held  were  sent  to  per- 
sons whom  we  thought  might  be  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject. Forty  people  enrolled  in  the  class  as  regular  stu- 
dents and  during  the  course  approximately  sixty  people 
attended  the  class,  some  of  them  coming  only  when  sub- 
jects in  which  they  were  especially  interested  were  dis- 
cussed. 

One  very  interesting  class  in  which  were  found 
many  of  the  girls  employed  in  the  factories  of  this  city 
was  conducted  by  Prof.  C.  H.  Bretnall,  head  of  the 
Biology  department  of  the  local  State  Normal  School. 
This  was  called  a  class  in  Physiology  and  First  Aid.  In- 
struction was  given  in  anatomy,  hygiene,  personal  clean- 
liness, and  first  aid.  Their  application  to  factory  work 
was  emphasized.  Miss  Rundbalb,  social  worker  at  the 
Wisconsin  Pearl  Button  Company,  was  very  instrumen- 
tal in  getting  together  this  class  of  young  ladies  and  to 
her  much  credit  must  be  given  for  the  success  of  much  of 
our  Evening  School  work  in  this  city. 

Other  classes  that  proved  of  special  interest  were 
those  in  Citizenship,  Swimming,  Salesmanship  and  Bus- 
iness English  and  Correspondence.  During  the  year 
several  pictures  were  taken  of  the  various  classes. 

The  Evening  School  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse  was 
closed  during  the  week  of  May  12,  after  having  been  in 
session  for  eight  months,  and  at  the  close  of  Evening 
School  we  still  have  enrolled  and  attending  regularly 
667  people,  there  being  approximately  two  and  two- 
thirds  times  as  many  people  with  us  at  this  time  as  there 
were  with  us  at  the  close  of  Evening  School  last  year. 

From  our  year's  experience  at  La  Crosse  we  have 
come  to  the  following  conclusions:  L  Without  the  sup- 
port of  the  community  the  Evening  School  cannot  be  a 
success,  therefore,  one  of  our  first  tasks  is  to  inform  the 
people  concerning  our  school  and  the  work  that  it  is 
doing.  We  have  found  that  the  best  ways  of  doing  this 
are  through  posters,  dodgers,  postal  cards,  telephone 
messages,  personal  interviews,  and  newspaper  write  ups. 
It  surely  pays  to  advertise.    2.  After  getting  the  pupils 
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into  the  school  we  have  found  that  they  must  be  given 
something  that  we  can  show  them  is  of  vital,  immediate 
importance  and  it  must  be  given  to  them  by  an  instruc- 
tor who  is  thoroughly  versed  in  the  work  which  he  is 
teaching,  one  who  is  able  to  give  instruction  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  keep  his  pupils  interested.  This  last  quali- 
fication is  of  vast  importance  because  when  our  students 
come  to  us  they  are  fatigued  and  the  teacher  needs  to  use 
a  great  deal  of  tact  in  order  to  keep  them  awake  and 
thinking.  We  have  found  that  social  functions  in  con- 
nection with  the  school  help  us  to  increase  our  enroll- 
ments and  to  get  our  students  to  respect  our  institutions. 
Much  instruction  is  given  in  connection  with  these  func- 
tions, for  example,  at  the  close  of  our  North  Side  Even- 
ing School  the  students  and  faculty  gave  a  reception. 
All  classes  were  given  instruction  in  how  to  conduct 
themselves  at  various  social  events.  This  affair,  through 
the  publicity  that  it  received,  and  through  the  enjoyment 
that  it  furnished  to  the  Evening  School  students  and 
their  friends,  will,  I  am  sure,  prove  beneficial  to  the 
school  in  the  future. 

The  extent  of  the  success  of  the  La  Crosse  Con- 
tinuation Schools  during  the  past  year  was  made  pos- 
sible through  the  excellent  co-operation  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  the  Board  of  Industrial  Education,  the  per- 
sonal assistance  of  Supt.  B.  E.  McCormick,  the  help  of 
the  entire  community,  as  represented  by  such  people  as 
Miss  Rundbalb,  social  worker  at  the  Wisconsin  Pearl 
Button  Company ;  Chief  of  Police  J.  W.  Webber ;  Judge 
John  Brindley ;  the  press,  and  an  excellent  corps  of  in- 
structors. I  make  these  statements  in  closing  to  em- 
phasize the  main  point  that  I  wish  to  make  in  this  report, 
namely,  that  the  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  entire 
community  is  necessary  to  bring  about  the  attainments 
for  which  we,  as  individuals,  are  striving. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  COLEMAN. 
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FORGE  SHOP  CLASS 
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DAY  SCHOOL  PROGRAM 

A.  M.                    BOYS  P.  M. 

Monday   Carpentry  Machine  Shop 

Tuesday  .  . .  Commercial  Work  Machine  Shop 

Wednesday  . .  .Electrical  Work  Machine  Shop 

Thursday  ....  Electrical  Work  Machine  Shop 

Friday   Cabinetmaking  Machine  Shop 

A.  M.                   GIRLS  P.  M. 

Monday   Homemaking  Cooking 

Tuesday  Commercial  Work  Dressmaking 

Wednesday  Cooking  Dressmaking 

Thursday  Dressmaking  Homemaking 

Friday  Homemaking 


EVENING  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  AND 
ATTENDANCE 

Men.  Women.  Total 

Enrollment  for  year   550     983  1,533 

Number  withdrawals  for  year  470     396  866 

Enrollment  at  close  of  school               80     587  667 

Average  weekly  attendance  197     586  783 

Actual  enrollment,  1,533  students. 

Class  enrollment,  1,533  students. 

Average  per  cent  of  attendance,  84.3. 

Distribution  of  enrollment  by  occupation: 

Occupation.                               Men.  Women.  Total 

Bookkeepers                                         7       32  39 

Clerks   144      84  228 

Domestics                                         . .       58  58 

Factory  Hands                                  59       55  114 

Housekeepers                                             278  278 

Shoemakers                                         4      ...  4 

Stenographers                                     19       84  103 

Students                                           29      24  53 


7 
182 
2 

50 
48 
.  •  • 
. . . 

C7 
o» 

50 
55 
182 
2 

50 

72 

122 

109 

109 

11 

70 

81 

3 

3 

6 

6 

0 

7 

7 

5 

5 

o 

Miscellaneous  and  Unemployed  . . . 

16 

*i9 

35 

Totals   

550 

983 

1,533 

EVENING  SCHOOL  PROGRAM, 

1916-17 

All  classes  are  in  session  from 

7 :30-9 

:30  P.  M.  ex- 

cept  those  marked  otherwise. 

Logan  School 


Subject.  Evening.  Instructor 

Arith.  and  Penmanship,  Mon.  &  Fri..D.  H.  Shepardson 

Business  Eng.  and  Corres.,  Mon.  &  Fri  E.  Gillespie 

Shorthand  and  Typewriting,  Mon.  &  Fri..  .K.  Gallagher 

English  for  Foreigners,  Mon.  &  Fri  F.  Prescott 

Millinery,  Monday  L.  Albrecht 

Dressmaking,  Monday   R.  Leissring 

Cooking,  Tuesday   H.  Reid 

Mechanical  Drawing,  Tuesday  R.  H.  Raube 


Longfellow  School 

English  for  Foreigners,  Tues.  &  Thurs..W.  C.  Greenwald 
Common  School  Branches,  Mon.  &  Fri.. .  .1.  H.  Kircher 
Begin.  Spanish,  Mon.  &  Fri.,  7-9. Mrs.  E.  C.  Thompson 

Cooking,  Tues.  &  Thurs.,  6:15-8:15  E.  Kelly 

Cooking,  Mon.  &  Fri.,  6:15-9:15  S.  J.  Mahoney 

Dressmaking,  Monday  M.  Tillman  and  E.  Gilles 
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Dressmaking,  Thursday  M.  Tillman 

Dressmaking,  Thursday,  3:00-5:00   M.  Tillman 

Bus.  Eng.  and  Penmanship,  Thursday. D.  H.  Shepardson 

*Citizenship,  Tuesday  I.  H.  Kircher 

Gardening,  Tuesday  C.  E.  Schaefer 

^Physiology  and  First  Aid,  Friday  G.  H.  Bretnall 

High  School 

^Salesmanship,  Wednesday,  8:00-9:30  G.  P.  Irwin 

Beginning  Shorthand,  Tues.  &  Thurs  M.  Devine 

Advanced  Shorthand,  Tues.  &  Thurs. Mrs.  M.  Cavanaugh 

Typewriting,  Tues.  &  Thurs  A.  Collins 

Bookkeeping  &  Penmanship,  Tues.  &  Thurs..  .R.  Butler 

Machine  Shop,  Tues.  &  Thurs  M.  G.  Fox 

Forge  Shop,  Mon.  &  Wed  M.  G.  Fox 

Cabinetmaking,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  &  Thurs... E.  Peart 
Cabinetmaking  Mill  Work,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed. 

and  Thurs  A.  R.  Mitchell 

Mechanical  Drawing,  Tues.  &  Thurs  T.  Pittman 

Physical  Education,  Thursday. E.  G.  Dickens,  W.  Bell 

^Dietetics,  Tuesday,  4:00-6:0.  .0  F.  Kelly 

Chemistry,  Thursday,  4:00-6:00  Wm.  Collinge 

Dressmaking,  Tuesday   R.  Leissring 

Millinery,  Thursday   E.  Wold  and  B.  Thompson 

Cooking,  Thursday  H.  Reid 

Normal  School 

*Anatomy  for  Nurses,  Monday,  7:00-9:00.G.  T.  Bretnall 
*Subjects  introduced  this  year. 


LA  CROSSE  TELEPHONE  CO.  OPERATORS  CLASS  IN  COOKING. 


Nearly  every  operator  employed  by  the  La  Crosse  Telephone 
Company  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  taking  instructions 
in  cooking  in  the  Evening  Continuation  Schools. 
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